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AUTHOR'S ADVERTISEMENT. 

t 

IT has been judged proper to begin this New 
Edition of the Age of Louis XIV. with a 
lift of the Royal Family, and of all the Princes 
of the Blood of his time. This is followed by 
one of all the cotemporary Sovereigns, the Mar- 
fhals of France, the Admirals and Generals of 
the Gallies, and of the Minifters and Secretaries 
of State who ferved under this Monarch, 

After thefe is given an Alphabetical Catalogue 
of the learned Men and Artifts in every branch. 
This preliminary information is a kind of Dic- 
tionary, in which the reader may feledt the fub- 
je^s he choofes to render himfelf mailer of the 
great events^ which happened in ihi^ reign. 
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An AUTHENTIC LIST of the CHILDREN 

of LOUIS XIV. 



'Of the Princes of the Royal Family t)f France, 
in his ^ime^ the co temporary Sovereigns, the M^ak- 
SH-ALS, the Ministers, and t)oe mojl diflinguif}:ed 
Writers ^«^ Artists that fiourijhed in that /ige. 

LOUIS XIV. had but one wife,. Maria-Thercfa 
of Auftria, born in 1638. (the fame year with her 
'hufband) only daughter of Philip IV. King of Spain, of 
liis firft marriage ^itli Elizabeth of France, and filter to 
Charles II. and Margaret-Therefa, whom Philip IV. had 
by his feccnd alliance with Mary-Anne of Auftria. 
This Tecond marriage of Philip IV. is fomewhat re- 
inarkabie. Mary-Anne of Auftria was his niece, and 
had been affianced in 1648, to Philip-Balthazar, Infant 
of Spain ; fo that he wedded at once both his niece, 
and the betrothed of his own fon. 

ThejBuptials of Louis XIV. were celebrated the ninth 
'of June i'^5&> Maria-Tberefa died in 16S3. The 
Hiftorians of that time ftrained hard to lay fomething 
extraordinary . of this princefs. They have invented a 
ftory, that a Nun having alked her, if ftic had not laid 

r a herfelf 
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herfdf out to attract the admiration of the young men 
of diftindtion at her father's Court, fhe replied, " No, 
'* for there were no Kings among them." 

They have not given us the name of this fame Nun,' 
whom they have thus reprefented as both impertinent 
and indifcreet. The Infantas were not permitted to con- 
vcrfe .with any of the you^g men of the Court ; and 
v/hen Charles I. King of England, then Prince of 
Wales, went to Madrid to efpoufe the daughter of 
Philip III. he was not allowed even to fpeak to her. 
This anfwer of Maria Therefa feems befides tofuppofe, 
tliat if there had been Kings at her father's Court, Ihe 
would have taken pains to attach their afFeclions. 
Such a reply might have fuited the fifter of Alexander, 
but correfponded not with the modeft fimplicity of 
Maria-Therefa *. Hiftorians often take the liberty of 
making princes fay things they never either faid, or 
ought to have laid. 

The only iflue of this marriage, that lived, was 
I ouis the Dauphin, inticled Mcnfeigneur^ who was born 
November!, 1661, an^d died April 14,1711. For a long 
time before his death, the foUov/ing prophecy about him 
v/as current in France : *' Son of a King, father of a King, 
but never a King himfelf." The event appeared to 
favour the credulity of thofe who lend faith to pre- 
didions ; but this fentence was nothing more than a 
repetition of what had been faid before of the father of 
Philip de Valois, and was founded, befides, pn the health 
and vigour of Lc jis XIV. which promifeS fairer for 
long life, than thofe of his fon. 

• A Similar llory is rccor<^ed of Alexander, who being interrogatci!, 
why he did not engage in the Olympic games! anfwered^ He would do 
fo, if there ijjere Kifigs to cope <with him. This muft have been Voltaire's 
rcafon for oppofing a jupfofed ^^tx of Alexander's to Maria-Therefa, 
which otherivife would have been abfurd, as he had no (jfcer. Qulnrm 
Curtius, his hiftorian, wasoneof thofe inventive Biographers whom out 
Author hints at in this pafTage. Lyfimachtis hearing fome redoubted 
exploits reported of Alexander, cried out, *• Where was J, while fuch 
iinc feats were performing V* 

3 Truth 
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THE AGE OF LOUIS XlV. ili 

Truth requires it to be affirmed, that no credit is to be 
given to the fcandalous anecdotes that have been fo 
often repeated with regard to the private life of this 
prince. The Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon com- 
piled by La Beaumelle, are full of thefe ridiculous 
ftories. One of the moft extravagant is, that Monfeig- 
neur was in love with his own filler, and that he mar- 
ried Mademoifelle Chouin. SucK nonfenfe only xe- 
quires to be refuted, becaufe it has been publilhcd in 
print. 

He efpoufed Maria-Anna-Chriftina-Viftoria of Ba.- 
varia, March 8, i68o, who died April 26, 1690; by 
whom he had iflue, 

J. Louis, Dukf of Burgundy, who was born Auguft 
6, 1682, and died February 18, 171 2, of an 
epidemical meaflcs. He had by Maria-Adelaide of 
Savoy, daughter of the firft King of Sardinia, who 
died February 12, 1712, the Duke of Brittany, 
who died in 1 705 : 
. LO01S, Duke of Brittany, who died in 1712 : And 
Louis XV. born February 15, 17 10. 
The premature death of the Duke of Burgundy was 
regretted by all France, and Europe too. He had been 
well-educated, was juft, pacific, an enemy to all vain- 
glory, and a pupil worthy of the Duke of Beauvilliers 
and the celebrated Fenelon. We have, to the reproach 
of human nature^ a number of volumes written againft 
Louis XIV. his fon Monfeigneur^ and the Duke of Orleans 
his nephew, but not one to record the merits and virtues 
of this Prince, whofc charafter deferved to be handed 
down to pofterity, had he been only a private man. 

2. Philip, Duke of Anjou, King of Spain, who 
was born December 19, 1683, and died July 9> 
1746. 

3. Charles, Duke of Berry, who was born Auguft 31, 

1686, and died Mav 4, 1714. 
Louis XIV. haci alfo two fons, and three daughters, 
who all died youne. 

a 2 LEGITI-i 



iv TrfE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 

LiGiTiMATfeD and Natural Children. 

Louis XIV. had by the Duchefs of La Valiere, wh<> 
became a Reclufe of the Carmelite order, June 2, 1674, 
profeffed herfelf June 4, 1675,. and died June 6, lyio^ 
aged fixty-fix, 
Louis of Bourbon, Count of Verniandois, who was* 

born Oftobtr 2,^1667, and didd in 1683. 
M^ary-Anne, fttled Mademoifelte de Blois^ who wasr 

born in 1666, married to Lovis-Armand, Prince of 

Conti, and died in 1739. 

Other Natup.al Children LEGITI^l*Af ed. 

Louis -Augustus of Bourbon, Duke of Maine,- who 

was born March 31, 1670, and died in 1736. 
Lotiris-C.^sA'R, Coimt or Vexin, Abbe of St. Denis, 

and of St. GenViain dts Pres, who was born in 1672, 

and died in 1683. 
Louis-Alexander of Bourbon, Count of Touloufe, 

who was born June 6, 167^, and dfed in 1737. 
Louisa-Frances of Bourbon, ftiled Madenioifelle de 

Nantes^ who was born in 1673, married to Louis IIL 

Duke of Bo'jrbon-Conde, and died in 1743. 
Louisa-Maria of Bourbon', fliled Madmoifelk de 

^Gurs^ who died in 168 r. 
Frances-Maria of Bourbon, ftiled Made^oifelle de 

Blois, who was born in 1677, rriarried to Philip II. 

Duke of Orleans, Regent of France, and died in 1749. 
He had tvvo other fon? alfo, who both died young. 

Princes and Princesses cf the Blodd Royal, wh0 

lived in the Age of Louis XI-V. 

Jo.^in<-Baptist.G ASTON, Duke of Orleans, fecond fop 
of Henry IV. and of Mary of Medicis, who was borrt 
at Fontainebleau, in 1608, almoft ever unfortunate, 
hated by his brother, perfecuted by Cardinal Riche- 
lieu 5 engaging in all the political parties of the' 
i - Courty 
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Court, and frequently forfaking his confederates. He 
wasthecaufcof thcdeathoftheUukeof MontmoreRcy, 
of Cinq^Mars, and of the.virtuous De Thou. Jcalous^^f 
Jiis rank, and the etiquette of precedence himlclf, he 
yet broke through the forms, one da.y, with regard to 
all the Nobility of the Court, at an entertainmcntwhich 
he gave them ; and taking the Duke of Montbazon 
by the hand, to lead him down ftairs, the Duke c f 
Montbazon faid to him, ** I am the firft of ycur friends 
.that ever you afl^ftecj to .(3ej[ccnd from the fcaffbld." He 
afled a confidcrable part, but an unhappy one, during 
the Regency, anddifd in banilhmentat Blois, in j66o. 

ELizABETH,daughterof Henry IV. v/howas born in 1602, 
married to Philip IV. very unhappy in Spain, where 
fhe lived without credit or comfort, and died in 1644. 

Christina, fecond daughter of Henry IV. wife to 
Viftor-AmadsEUs, Duke of Savoy. Her lite was 
pafled in a perfe<5t ftorm, both at Court, and in her 
Family. They difputed with her the guardir.nlliipof 
her fon, oppofed her power, and attacked her repu- 
tation. • She died in 1663. 

Henrietta-Maria, wife to Charles 1. King of Great- 
Britain, the moft unhappy Princcfs of this Houle. 
She pofleffed almoft all the qualitii*s ot her father. 
She died in 1669. 

MademoifelleDE Montpensier, named the Greal Mad:- 
moifelk, daughter of Gafton, and of Maria de Bour- 
bon Montpenfier, whofe Memoirs are publilhed, and 
who is much fpoken of in this hiftojy. She died in 
the year 1693. 

Margaretta-Louis.a, Wife to Cofmo de Medicis, 
who quitted her hufband, and retired into France. 

Frances-Maqdalent, wifeofGharles-limmanucl,Du]:c 
of Savoy. 

Philip, Monfieur^ only brother of Louis XIV. He 
efpoufed Henrietta, daughter of Charles I. King 
of England, and grand-daughter to Henry IV. a 

' Princefs dear to France by her wit and nccomplifh- 
mcnts, and who died in the flower of her age, in 1670. 
'^onjlear furvi* ed 'till the year 1 701 • 

a J It 



vi THEAGEOFLOUIS XIV. 

It was he who commenced the new Houfc of Orleans. 

He had, by the daughtcr.of the Eleftor Palatine, 

who died in 1722, 

Phtup of Orleans, Regent of France, famous for 

his courage, his wit, and his pleafures, born for 

focial life even more than for public bufinefs, and 

one of the moft amiable men that ever lived. His 

fitter was the laft Duchefs of Lorraine. He died 

in 1723, 

The Houfe ^/Conde were a diftinguijhed Branchy in this Chfs. 

Henry, Prince of Conde, the fecond of the name, 
firft JPrince of the Blood, was held in much efteem 
during the Regency, and had a charafter of remark- 
able probity in thofc troublefome times. His in- 
come was computed at about two millions of livres 
a-year, according to our prcfent reckoning*. He 
gave an example, in the management of his^ houfe- 
hold, of an oeconomy that Cardinal Mazarin ihould 
have copied, if it had been poffible : but his greateft 
glory was to have been the father of the Great Conde, 
He died in 1646. 

The Great Conde Louis II. of that name, fon of the 
former, and of Charlotta-Margaretta of Montmo^ 
rency, nephew to the illuftrious and unfortunate 
Puke of Montmorency beheaded ac.Touloufe, whore-? 
united in his perfon every quality that had charac- 
terifed, during fo many ages, both thefe houfes of 
heroes, was born September 8th, 1621, and died 
December nth, 1686. 

He had iflue by Clemence de Maille de Breze, niece 
to Cardinal Richelieu, 

Henry-Julius, commonly called Mcnfieur the Prince^ 
who died in 1709. 

Henry-JuViys had, by Anne of Bavaria, Palatine of 
the Rhine, 

• Aboufc t^o hundred thoqfand pounds Engllfli. 

Louis 
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LiOuis of Bourbon, ftiled Monjieur the Duke^ father of 
him who was Prime Minifter under Louis XV. 
He died in 1710. 

The Branch of Coi<JTr^ 

The firft Prince of Conti, Armand, was brother to 
the Great Conde; he had apart in xht Fronde \^ 
and died in i666. 

He left iffue, by Anne Martinozzi, niece to Cardinal 
Mazarin, 

Louis, who married Mary-Anne, daughter of Louis XIV. 
by the Duchefs of Valiere, and died without iflue, in 
1685. 

Francis Louis, Prince of Roche-fur-Yon, afterwards 
Conti, who was ele6led King of Poland, in 1697-, a 
Prince whofe memory was long held in eileem in 
France, rcfembling the Great Conde in his wit and 
courage, and always animated with a dcfire of plea- 
fing, a quality which was often deficient in the Great 
Conde. He died in 1709. 
He had iflue by Adelaide of Bourbon, hiscoufin^ 

IjOuis-Armand, born in 1695, who furvived Louis XlV. 

The Branch of Bourbon-Soissons, 

There was of this branch only Louis, Count of 
Soiflbns, killed at the battle of LaMarfee, in 1641. 
All the other branches were extindt. 

The CouRTENAYS were not acknowledc;ed for Princes 
of the Blood, but by the Courtefy of the Public, 
and they held not the rank. They were dcfcended 
from Lewis the Grofs\ but when their anceftors affumed 
the. arms of the heirefs of Courtenay, they had not taken 
the precaution to attach thcmklves to the Royal 
Family, at the time when the great land-holders ac- 
knowledged no prerogative, except what was annexed 
to the great feodal tenures, or the Peerage, 

• An antiminillerial League^ in the Minority of Louis^ XIV, fo 
called. ^ ' 

a 4 ^ This 



vin TKE AGE OF LOUIS XlV. ' 

This branch had given Emperors to Conftantinop^e^J 
but could not fumifh an acknowL dged Prince of the* 
Blood. Cardinal Mazarin, in order to mortify* the 
Hot. ft: of Conde, endeavoured to confer on them tKe rank 
and honours they had been -aiming at f) Ipng; but he 
found that they fiad not fufficient confequence in them- 
felves, to fecond his intention. 



COTEMPORARY SOVEREIGNS. 

POPES. 

BARBERINI,Urbaj^VIII. It was he who Hrft gave 
to Cardinals the title of Eminence. He abolifhed' 
the order of female Jefuits. The time was not rip^ 
enough for aboiifhirig the male orie^. We have* 
a large colleflion of his Latin verfes.. The poetry 
of Ariofto and Tafib is preferred before them. He 
died in 1644.' 

Pamphilo, Imnocent X. noted for having baniflied 
from Rome the' two Nephews of Urban VIII. to 
whom he owed his rife; for having condemned 
the five propofitioris of Janfenius, without having 
' ever taken the trouble of reading the book j and for 
having been governed by Donna Olympia, his 
fifter-in-law, who foldj under his* Pontificate, every 

. thing that was vendible. . He died in 1655. ; 

Chigi," Alexander VlfJ It was he that afked pardon 

■ of Ldpis XIV. by a Legdte a Latere. He was even a 
worfc poet. than' Urban VIII. Long time commend* 
ed for having hegleftcd Nepotifm, he concluded 
with placing it oh the throne. He died in 1667, 

Rofpigliofi, Clement IX. A patron of literature, with- 

^ out writing verfes ; pacific, oeconomical, liberal, and 
a fath:^r of his people. He had two objefts at heart, 
which he was not: able to compafs ; to hinder the 
Turks from taking Caridia, and to prcfcrve' peace in 
the Galilean church. He-dkd in 1669. 

Altieri, Clement X. An hbneft man, and of a pacific 

difpofiaon, like his predeceflbrj but governed too 

' much. He died in 1676. '* '■ '■ . 

Odefcalqui, 
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/Ddefcalq'.i, Innocent XL A violent enemy to 
" Louis XIV. forgetting the intercfts' of the CHurch 

in favour of the league formed againffi that Monarch; 

He is often mentioned in this hiHory. He died 

in 1689. 
Ottoboni, a Venetian, Alexander VIII. Few men ever 

diftributcd more charity, or fhewed more liberality 

to his relations. He died in 1691. 
^igriatdli. Innocent XII. He condemned the illuHri- 

ous Fchclon. Excepting this, he ^as loved and 

efteemed. He died in, 1700. 
Albani, Clement XL Uis buH againft.Quefnel, whicK 

is only a (ingle fheet, is 4nore generally read than 

his works in fix folio volumes. He died in 172 1. 

• - » • . , - 

Of the OTTOMAN RACE.' 
IBRAHIM. *Tis him of whom Racine faid very juftly, 
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" This foolifii Prince dreads not impcndm|^ fate 
* But fpends his thoughtlefs hours in childifti prate,*' , 



Raifed from a prifon to a throne, pn the death of his 
brother Amurath. But not^ithftanding his weakhefs, 
the Turks conquered Candia under his reign. He? 
was ftrangled in 1649. 

Mahomet I'Y. fon'of Ibrahitp. He was depofed, and 
died in 1687. 

St>i.iMAKr III., fonof Ibrahim, and brother to Maho^.. 
imeLlV; after variouis fuecefles- in' His wars againft 
Germany, died a natural death, ill i6g\. 

v^tCHMuVJI. brotcHer to the former; a jloet and mnfi— 
ciaa.; His army was beaten at Salapkanien by Prince 

. Louis of Baden. He died in 1695.' 

MusTAPHA II. fon to Mahomet IV. conqueror at 

^' Temefwar, conquered by PrihCfe Eugene', at the battle 

of Zenia on the Tibifk, in September 1697, depofed 

• Alluding to the cuftom of the Sultans,' of imprifoning all their 
brothers, and putting tliofe of them to death^ who are dminguiflicd 
for fenfe, fpirit, or other talents dangerous todefpotifm: 

*' Bears like the Turk no brother near the throne." 

'' * ^ . < in 
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inAdrianoplc, and died in the feraglio at Conftanti- 
nople, in 1703. 
AcHMET III. brother to the former; defeated alfo by 
Prince Eugene, at Petcrwaradin and at Belgrade, and 
depofed in 1730. 

EMPERORS of GERMANY. 

Nothing particular of them need be mentioned here, 
as they arc fully fpoken of in the body of this 
hiftory. 

Ferdinand III. died in 1657. 

Leopold L died in 1705.- 

Joseph I. died in 17 11. 

Charles VI. died in 1740. 

KINGS of SPAIN. 

The fatne filcnce is obferved here, and for the fame 
reafon. 
Philip IV. died in 1665. 
Charles IL died in 1700. 
Philip V. died in 1746. 

KINGS //PORTUGAL. 

John IV. Diike of Braganza, furnamed the Fortunatei 
His wife Louifa <^e Gui'man made him King of P r- 
tugal. He died in 1656. 

Alphonso, fon of the former. If John was made King 
by his wif<^, Alphonfo was dethroned by his. He 
was confined in the Ifland of Tercera, where he died 
in 1683. 

Don Pedro, brother to the former, whom he deprived 
both of his crown and wife ; and in order to render 
his marriage with her legitimate, he had his brother 
pronounced impotent, all-profligate as he was. 
He died in 1706. 

John V. died in 1750. 

KINGS 
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KINGS of ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, 

and I R E L A N D, (?/ whom mention is made in the 
Age of Louis XW. 

Charles L affaffinated, according to forms of law, on 

a fcafFold, in 1649, 
Cromwell (Oliver) Frotcdtor, December 22, 1653 -, more 

powerful than a King. He died September 15, 1658. 
Cromwell (Richard) Proteftor immediately after the 

death of his father. He was peaceably difpoffeflcd, 

in the month of June 1659, and died in 1685. 
Charles 11. died in 1685. 
James II. dethroned in 1688, and died in 1701. 
William HI. died in 1702. 
Anne Stuart, died in 17 14. 
George I. died in 1727. 

KINGS>f DENMARK. 

Christian IV. died in 1648. 

Freueric hi. acknowledged in i66r, by the Clergy 
and the Burghers as an abfolute fovereign, fuperior 
to the laws, having authority to enaft, to abrogate, 
or infringe them, at his fole will and pleafure. The 
Nobles were obliged to comply with the determination 
of the two other Orders of the State. By this ftrange 
conftitution the Kings of Denmark are the only 
Princes who arc defpotic by law ; and yet, what is 
ftill more extraordinary, is, that neither that King, 
por any of his fucceffors, have ever fince made any 
unjuftifiable ufe of fuch boundlcfs controuh He 
died in 1667. 

Christian V. died in 1699. 

Frederic IV. died in 1730. 

KINGS of SWEDEN. 

Christina. She is much fpoken of in the Age 01 
Louis XIV. She abdicated in 1654^ and died a 
Rome, in 1689. 

Charlei 
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Charles X. Gustavus, who attempted to eRabli0^ 
thcdcrpotifm cf the Crown, and died in 1660. 

Charles XI. who confirmed it, and died in 1697. 

Charles XII. who abufed ir, and was thererore the 
c^ufe of the people's iccovenng their liberty . again. 
He died in lyiB. 

KINGS of POLAND. 

Ladislaus-Sigismonp, conqueror of the Turks. It 
was he who, in 1645, ^^^^ ^ magnificent embafy to 
efpoufe by proxy the Princefe Maria de Gpnz^ga do 
Neverf. The fuite, the dreffes, the horfes, and the 
coaches of the Polifh Ambafladors, eclipfed the 
fplendour of the Court of France, on which Louis XIV-. 
had not yet beftowed that ma^,nificeric?^. that .ha$ 
fince out-fhone all the o'lher Courts in the world. He 
died in i6^j . 

JoHN-CAsrjCiiR, brorher to the former, a Jefuit, 
afterwards a Cardinal, and then King, Hecfpoufcd 
his brother's widow, grew tired of Poland, retired t<x 
t'aris, was made^Abbe of St. Germain des Pres,t lived, 
much with Ninon de L'Enclos, and died in 16^2. • 

Michael. Wi^nowiski^ e|e6ted in 1670. Pie fuffered 

\ , Kaminieck tq be takeq by the Turks, the only fortified 
town he had, and the key of his kingdooi, and fub- 
mitted tQ he their tributary. He died ip i^72* 

JoHM S0BIESK.1, eledcd in 1674, conqiieror of the 

" Tj.irks, and reiloref of the liberty of Vienna. His 
life has bfen- written by the Abbe Coyer, a man of 
lenfe and phiJotbphy. He married a French -woman, 
as well as Ladiflaus and Cafunir. She; was Mademoi- 
ftlie d'Arquien. Pie died in. t^^S, 

A.UGUSTUS 1. Eleftor of Saxony, .elefl:ed in 1697, by 
one party of the Nobles, while rhe Prince of Conti wa& 
cholcn by tli&qther. He lcH)n becaqie fole King, was 
dethroned by Charles XII. re-eftabliflied by the Czar 
Peter I. and dred 1^.1733. ' 

>TANisLAiUS, . tilabi: {iKd,; on the contrary, by 
Xharles XII." and dethroned by Peter 1.' He 
died in-- 1 "6". 
• • ' " KINGS 
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KINGS of PRUSSIA. 

t'REDERic^ the firft King, died in 170a 

l^REDERic-WiLLiAM, thc firft that ever had a great 
army, and who difciplined it; father of Frederic thc 
Great, who was the firft that conquered with this 
army. He died in 1740. 

CZARS ^/RUSSIA, ftnc^ Jliled EMPERORS. 

Michael Romano, foti to Philaretc, Archbifhop of 
Rofcow, elefted in 1613, at the age of fifteen. In his 
time the Czars chofc a wife among their own fubjefts. 
They fummoncd to their Court a number of young 
women, and chofe any one they liked. Thefe were the 
ancient Afiatic manners. Thus did Michael efpoufe 
thc daughter of a poor gentleman, who tilled his 
own land himfelf. He died in 1645. 

Alexis, fon of Michael, who fought againft the Otto- 
mans with fuccefs, and died in 1676. 

l^EDOR, fon of Alexis, who attempted, to civilize the 
RufTians, a work referved for Peter the Great. He 
died in 1682. 

Ivan, brother to Fcdor, and the elder brother of 
Peter, but incapable of the throne. He died 
in 1688. 

Peter the Great, a real founder. He died in 1725." 



GOVERNORS of FLANDERS. 

Sli^^Low-GouNTRiES having been generally the Theatre of 
the JVarj in the Time of Lou s XIV. // may he ufeful 
here to give the Succeffion of the Governors of this Pro^ 
vince^ who never faw the Faces of any of their Kings 
Jince Philip II. 

THE Marquis Francisco deMello d*Assumar; 
the fame who was beaten by the Great Conde. He 
was difmified in 1644. 

. The great Commander CAstel Rodrigo, who died 
in 1647.' 

Leopold* 
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Leopold-William, Arch-Dukeof Auftria, that is to 
fay, only bearing the title, without any of the poflef- 
fions of that principality, brother to Ferdinand IL 
It was he who fenc a deputation to the Parliament of 
Paris, to join with him in a league againft Cardinal 
Mazailn. He died in 1656. 

Don John of Austria, natural fon to Philip IV. a 
powerful enemy to the Jefuit Nithar, Prime Minifter 
of Spain, as the Prince of Conde was to Cardinal 
Mazarin -, but more fuccefsful than this latter, as he 
banifhed Nithar out of the kingdom for life. It was 
ie who was beaten by Turennc at the battle of 
Dunes. He died in 1659. 

The Marquis of Caracene, who died in 1664. 

The Marquis of Caste;. Rodrigo, who ill fuftained 
the war againft Louis XIV. and who indeed could 
not fuftain it well. He died in 166 8, 

Fernandes de Vesasco, Conftable of Caftille, who 
died in 1669. 

The Count of Monterey, who privately fuccoured 
the Dutch againft Louis XIV. Hfe died in 1675, 

The Duke of Villa Hermosa, the moft liberal ma;t 
of his time. He died in 1678. 

Alexander Farnese, fecond fon to the Duke of 
Parma. This name of Alexander Farnefc was difficult 
to fupport. He was difmifled in 1682. 

The Marquis of Grana, who died in 1685- 

The Marquis of Castanaga, who died in 1692. 

Maximilian-Emmanuel, Eledlor of Bavaria, after 
the battle of Hochftet. He held the title till the peace 
of Utrecht, in 17 14, and died the fame year. 

Prince Eugene, Vicar-General of the Low-Countries.' 
He never jcfided there, and died in 1736. 



MARSHALS of FRANCE who died 
or who ferved under Louis XIV. 

D'Al)br£t, (CcfarPhoebus)of the family of the Kings 
of Navarre, Marflial of France in 1653. He conde- 
fcended to efpoufe the daughter of Guenegaud, Trca- 
furer of the E^cchequer, who was a Lady of great 
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merit; St. Evreraond has celebrated her. He had 
ixen a lover of Madame Maintenon, and of the fa- 
mous Ninon; loved in private life, and refpeded in 
war. He died in 1676, 

D'Alegre (Yves) having ferved near fixty years 
tinder Louis XIV. was not made a Marflial till 1724. 
He died in 1733. 

D*AsFELD(Claude-Francis-Bidal) acquired a great re- 
putation for the attack and defence of places. He con- 
tributed much to the fuccefs of the battle of Almanza. 
He was created a Marfhal in 17349 and died in 

^743- 
D^AuBussoN (Francis de la Feuilladc) Marfhal in 1675. 

It was he who, out of gratitude, fet up a ftatue 

of Louis XIV. in the Place des Viftoires. He died 

in 1691. His fbn was not made a Marfhal, till a long 

time after, in 1725. 

D'AuMONT, (Antony) grandfon of the famous John 
Marfhal d'Aumont, one of the great Captains of 
Henry IV. Antony contributed much to the gain- 
ing the battle of Rcthel in 1650. He received the 
MarfhaPs ftafF upon that occafion, and died in 
1669, 

De Balincourt, Marfhal in 1746. 

Berwick, (James Fitzjames Duke of) natural fon to 
James II. King of England, by a filler to the Duke 
of Marlborough. James created him Duke of Ber- 
wick in England. He was likewife a Duke in Spain, 
and one in France alfo. He was made a Marfhal 
in 1 706, and flain at the fiege of Fhilipfburgh, in 

1734- 

Bassompierre (Francis de) born in 1579, Colonel- 
General of the Swifs. A Marfhal in 1622; prifoner 
in the Baftille, from the year 163 1 to the death of 
Cardinal Richelieu. He there compofcd his Memoirs, 
which are made up of the intrigues of the Court, and 
his own gallantries," Caefar, in his Commentaries, 
never mentions a word of his amours. It is faid, that 
he faced the fofTe of the Cours-la-Reine with flone, 
at his own cxpence . He died in 1646. 

Bellbfonds 
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Belliefonds (Bcrnardin Gjgaut dc) Ma'rfhal in Ji6^9( 
H<^ gained a battle in Catalonia, in 1684, and died irt 

De Belle-isle (Louis-Chai*les-'Augwftd!5 de Fouqaet). 
Grand-fon of the Superintendant, diftinguifhed in the 
wars of 1 70 1, Duke and Peer, Prince of the Empire? 
!lVIar(hal in 1741. He concerted with his brother at! 
the plan of the war againft the Queen of Hungary/ 
in which his brother was killed. He died Miniftcf^ 
of State, . - 

Bezons (James Bazinde) Marfhal. in 1699, and died/ 
in 1733. 

.Bib ON (Armand-Charles.de Gontaut, Duke of) who 
revived the Duchy in his family. Having ferved irt 
all the wars of Louis XIV. and loft an arm at the 
fiege of Landau, he was not made aMarfhal till 1734. * 

BouFFLERS (Lewis-Francis, Duke of ) one of the beft 
officers of Louis XIV. Marlhal in 1693, and died in 
1711. 

BouRG (Eleanor- Maria du Maine, Count Du) gained 
an important battle under Louis XIV. but was not 
made a Marftial till 1725. He died the fame year. 

Brancas (Henry de Villars de ScreilJ having ferved 
a long time under Louis XIV. was made a Ma'tlhal in, 

1734- 

Breze (Urban de Maille^ Marquis of) brother-in- 
law to Cardinal Richelieu, Marfhal in 1632, Vice- 
roy of Catalonia, and died in 1650. 

Broolio (Vidor-Maurice) having ferved. in all the' 
war$ of Louis XIV, was created a Marfhal in 1724,* 
and died in 1727. 

Broglio (Francis-Maria, Duke of) fon to the former. 
One of the beft Lieutenant-Generals in the arftiies^ of 
Louis XIV ; was ma^e a Marfhal in 1734, father of 
anotlier Marfhal Broglio^ who united the talents of hisf 
anceftors. 

Castelnau (Jamesde) Marfhal in 1658, and killed 
the fame year, at the fiege of" Calatis. 

Catinat (Nicholas de) Marfhal in 1693; He joined 
philofophy to the talents for war. Ihe laft day he 
commanded in Italy, he gave the parole Paris 6? St. 

G'aJJieny 
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Gajfien^ which latter was the name of his own country- 
houfe. To this place he immediately retired, fpcnt the 
remainder of his life in reading and fefieftion, and died 
in 1 7 12, after having refufed the blue ribband ♦. 

Chamilli (Noel Bouton de). He had ferved at the 
fiege of Candia. A Marflial in 170;^, and died in 1715, 

Ch ATE A u-Renaud( Francis-Louis RouiTe]etde)Vice- 
Admiral of France, ferved eqiially well by fea and land ; 
cleared the fea of pirates, defeated theEngl'fli inBantry- 
bay, bombarded Algiers, and placed the Ides of Ame- 
rica in fafety. He was a Marfhal in 1703, and died 
in 1716, 

Chaulnes (Honore d'Albret, Duke of) Marfhal in* 
1620, and died in 1649. 

Choiseul (Chude de) third Marflial of France of 
the fame name, in 1693, and died' in 1711. 

Clairambault (Philip de Palluau de) Marflial in 
1653, ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ 1665. 

De'Clermont-Tonnerre, having ferved in the war 
of 1 70 1, was made a Marflial in 1747. ^ 

CoiONi (Francis de Franquetot) a long time one of 
the General Officers under Louis XIV. was created aMar- 
flialin I7i4, and gained two battles in Italy. 

CoLiGNi (Gafpardde) Grandfon of the Admiral of that 
name ; a Marflial in 1622, Commander againit the rebel 
forces of the Count of Soiflbns, and was flain at the 
battle of Marfee. He died in 1646. 

Crequi (Francis de) a Marflial in 1668, and one who 
died in 1687, with the reputation of a Commander whp 
was fit to fucceed Marflial 1 urenne. 

D'Etampes (James de la Ferte-Imbaut) a Marflial 
in 1651, and died in 1668. 

D'b'TREEs (Francis-Hannibal, Duke) rvjarfl-ial in 
1626. What is very Angular with regard to this p^r- 
ion, is, that at the age of ninety-three, he married fc^r 
his iecond wife Mademoifelle de Manican, who had juit 
brfore mifcarried by a former amour. He died above 4 
hundred years of age, in 1670, 

• The Order of the Floly-Gboft, 

Vol. I, b D'Etrees 
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D'Etrees (John) Vice- Admiral in' 1670, a Marfhal 
in 168 1, and died in 1707. 

D'Etrees (Viaor-jMaria) fan of John D'Etrees, 
Vicc-Admiral of France, as bis father was, before he 
had been created a Marlhal. It is to be remarked, 
that in this quality of Vice- Admiral of France, he com-* 
mandcd the united fleets of France and iSpain, in 1701, 
and was made a Marfhal in 1703. He died in X737- 

DuRAS (James Henry de Durfortde) nephew to the 
Vifcount Turenne, made Marfhal in 1675, immediately 
after the death of his uncle, and died in 1704. 

Dur'as (John de Durfort, Duke of) Field-Marllial 
under Louis XIV. and Marfhal of France in 1741. 

Fabert (Abraham) Maiflial in 1658. Some have 
imputed both his fortune and his death to fuper- 
natural caufes : but there was nothing extraordinary 
in his life, except his having deferved his fuccefs by 
his rherit, and his having refufed the ribband of 
The Ordefy though the proofs of his title to it were 
offered to be difpenfcd with *. *Tis faid that Car- 
dinal Mazarin propofed to him to adb as a fpy in 
the army, and that his anfwer was, ** Perhaps It 
*• may be neccflfary for a Minifler to make ufe of 
** fcoundrels, as well as men of honour^ but I chufc 
" only to ferve in the latter character.'* He died in 
1662. ' 

Fare (de la) fon of the Marquis de la Fare, celebrar- 
ed for his ingenious pieces of poetry : an Officer in the 
war of 1701, and made a Marfhal in 174b. 

Ferte Senneterre (Henry, .Duke de la) made 
Field-Marfhal at the fiege of Hefdin, commanded the 
feft wing at the battle of Rocroi, appointed a Marshal 
ini 1651, and died in x68i. 

Force (James Nompar de Cauraont de la) Marihal 
in 1622. He was one of thofe who happened to efcape 
at the Maflacre of St. Bartholomew, and wrote an 

* Voltaire docs not mention Tht Order here hinted at ; but it muft 
be fappofed to be fbme particular diftindlion, which thofe only wer* 
intitled to, who could prove a genealogical fucceifion, for a certain 
term« untainted with Plebeian blood. 

3 account 
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MCQUtkt of it, in tM Memoirs preferved in his family* 
He died at nincty-feven years of aK, in 1652. 

FouOAULT (Louis) Count of Paugnon, Marfhal in 
1653, and died in 1659. 

Gassiom (John de) pupil of the great Guftavus. A 
Marflial in 1 643. He was a Calvinift. He never 
woulc} marry, faying^ that ^^ he thought life a thing of 
** too little value to (hare it with any one," He was 
filled at the fiegc of Lens, in 1 647. 

Gramont (Anthony de) Marlhal in 1641, and died 
in 1678. 

G^tAMONT (Amhony de) grandfon of the former, a 
Marfhal in 1724, father of the Duke of Gramont 
. who was killed at the battle of Fontcnoy, and died 
in 1725. 

Grancsi (James-Rouxel, Count of) Marfhal in 
1 65 1, and died in i68o. 

Guebriant (John-Baptift dc Budes) Marlhal in 
1642. One of the belt warriors of his time. Slain at 
the fiege of Rotweil, and interred with pomp at Notre- 
Dame. 

Harcourt (Henry^ Duke of). It may be faid, that it 
was he who put an end to the old enmity between the 
French and Spanifh nations, while he was AmbafTador 
at Madrid. His addrefs and arts of pleadng won fo 
much on the Court of Spain, that Charles II. confent- 
ed to adopt a grandfon of Louis XIV. as heir to his 
dominions. It v/as his place to have commanded, inftead 
of Marfhal Villars, the year of the fuccefsful campaign of 
Denain3 but he could hardly have acquitted himfelf in 
that charge with more glory. He was made a Marfhal in 
1703, and died in 17 18. His fon was made a Marfhal 
in 1746. 

HocQuiNcouRT (Charles de Mouchi) Marfhal in 
1 65 1. He was killed in purfuing the enemy before 
I)unkirk, in 16 gS^ 

HopiTAL (Nicholas dc L') Captain of the Guards 
under Louis XIII. Marfhal in 1617, for having flain 
the Marfhal d'^ncre -, but he other-ways dcfcrved this 
dignity, on account of his general bravery. He is 

b 2 numbered 
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numbered among the Marflials of this age, as dying, in 
.the reign of Louis XIV. in 1644.. 

HuMiEREs (Louis de Crevan, Marquis D') Marflial 
in 16685 and died in 1^94.. 

JoYEusE (John Armand de) M^rifhal of France in 
1693, and died in 1710. 

D'IsENGHiEN, an Officer under Louis XIV. and Mar- 
ihal in 1741. 

LoRGE (Guy-Alphonfiis de Durfort de) nephew to 
the Vifcount Turenne. Marfhal in 1676, and died in 
1702. 

Luxembourg (Francis^Henry de Montmorenci, Duke ' 
of) The pupil of the Great Conde. Marflial in 1675. 
There were feven Marflials of this name, befides the 
Conftables •, and fince the eleventh century, there has 
hardly been a reign without fome of the family at the 
head of armies. He died in 1695. 

Luxembourg (Chriftian-Loiiis de Montmorenci) 
grandlbn of the former, fignalized himfelf in the war 
of i70f, and was made a Marflial in 1747. 

De Maillebois, fon to the Minifler of State Def- 
marets, having fignalized himfelf on all occafions during 
the war of 1701, was made a Marflial in 1741 *. 

MaR'Sin, or Marchin (Ferdinand, Count of) paflTed 
from the Aufl:rian fervice into that of France, was 
made a Marflial in 1703, and was killed at Turin, in 
1706. 

De Matignon (Charles-Auguftus*Goion de Gace) 
Marflial in 1708, and died in 1729, 

Maulevrier-Langeron, Marfixal in 1745. 

Medavi (James-Leonor Rouxel de Grancei, Count 
of) was not made a Marflial till 1724, though he had 
gained a complete viftory in 1706. He died in 1725. 

De la Me'illeraye (Charles de la Porte) made Mar- 
flial in 1639, under Louis XIIL who prefented him 
with the Marflial's ftaff at the fiege of Hcfdin. He 

* Per fon s of merit muft have long hopes in France, at this rate. 
How many Pimps, Paraiites, ^ndPu^ains, were preferred, or provided 
for, in that forty years interval f 

f was 
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was Grand Matter of the Ordnance, and had the repu- 
tation of being inexpert commapder at ficges. .He^ 
died in 1664,. . . 

MoNTESQuiou (Peter Count of Artagnan) Marfha.1- 
in 1709, and died in 1725. 

Montr EV£X (Nicholas- Auguftus de la Baumc) Mar-^ 
flul in 1703, and died in 1716. 

Motte-Houdancour't (Philip de la) Marlhal in 
1642. He was fent to the Caftle of Pierre-en-Cife in 
1643; and it is remarkable tKat there was no General- 
who had not bt^en imprifoned or exiled during the ad- 
miniftrations of Cardinals Richelieu and Mazarin. 
He died in 1657. His Grand- fon was made a Mar- 
fhal in 1747. 

Nangis (Louis-Armand de Brichanteau) ferved 
with diftindion under Marflul Villars in the war of 
1701. He was made a Marlhal under Louis XV. 

Navailles (Philip de Montaud de Bcnac, Duke of) 
a Marfhal in 1675, commanded at Candia under the 
Duke of Beaufort, and after him. He died in 1684. 

NoAiLLES (Anne-Julius Duke of) Marfhal in 1693, 
He fignalized himfelf in Spain, where he Won the battle 
ofTer. He died in 1708. 

NoAiLLES (Adrian-Maurice) fon to the former, a 
General in the army; in Rouflillon in 1706, a Grandee > 
of Spain in 171 1, after having taken Girbnne. He was 
not made a Marfiial of F' ranee till the year 1734. He. 
prefided over the Finances in 1715, and has been fince 
Miniller of State. Nobody wrote difpatches better than* 
he. He died in 1 766. 

Plessi$- Praslin (Csefar Duke of Choifeul, Count of), 
a Marflial in 1645. He had the glory of defeating 
Vifcount Tufenne at Rethel in 1650. He died in 
1675. 

PuiSEGUR.(JamcsdeChafcenetde) a Marlhal in 1734^ 
fon of James, Lieutehant-General under Louis XIII. and 
Louis XIV. who acquired great reputation, and has left 
us fome Memoirs. The Marfhal has written on the 
lubjedt of war. He was a perfori whom the Minifter al- 
ways confultcd in critical fituationst 

\) 3 RlCHELIEir 
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l^itHtiitv (Louis-Frantiis-Arnhdhd du tlcfTii^ liiik#' 
of) a Brigadier under Louis 3tIV. ^ General ?n the arhiy 
at Genes, aMaribal in 1748, and took the Ifland of 
Minorca from the Englifh, in 1756, 

RocHEFORT (Hcnry-Louis, Marquis of Aiongrii, and 
Marquis t>{) Marlhal in 1675, and died in 1676. 

RoQUELAURE (Anthony-Gafton-John-Baptift, Dirfctf 
ot) Marlhal in 1714. 

R6s£N, of Rose (Conrad dfc) 6f in ancient fdmiljr itt 
Livonia, ftrVed iirft a Volunteer in the Regiment dd 
Bf iilon y but his birth and mferit having been foon known, 
he was raffed ftep by ftep. James IL made him Generil 
of his troops in Ireland. He was made a Marihal of 
France in 1703, and died at the age of cighty-ftfvbn, 
in 1715. 

Saint-Lvc (f imoleoh d'Epinai de) fon of tht bt^6 
Saint-Luc, whofe elogy is made by Brant6me. Hi 
was made a Marfhal in 162S, and died in 2644. 

ScHOMBERG (Frcderic-Armand) pupil of Frederic- 
Henry, Prince of Orange. A Marlhal in 1675, Duke 
of Mertola in Portugal, Governor and Generaliffimo of 
Pruflla, Duke and General in England. He was a 
zealous Proteftant, quitted France on the revdca** 
tlon of the £di£b of Nantes, and was flain at the battle 
of the Boyne, in i ^o. . 

ScHULEMBERO (jfohn de) Count of Mondejeu, origi- 
nally from Pruflla* Marihal in 1658, and died in 
1671. 

TAtLARD (Camillo d'Oftun, Duke of) It was he who 
concluded the two Treaties of Partition. Marfhal in 
1703, Minifter of State Jn 1726, and died in I738. 

Tesse '(Rene de FrouUai) Marlhal in 1703, ahd died 
in 1725. 

TuRENNE (Henry de la Tour, Vifcount of) born in 
1611. Marlhal of France in 1644, MarfhaUGeneral 
in i66o> and died in 16^5. 

Vauban (Sebaftian le Pretre, Marquis ofj Marlhal in 
1703, and died in 1707. 

ViLLARs (Louis-Claude, Duke of) who took the iiam<? 
of Heffor. Marihal in 1702, Prcfidcnt of the Council 

of 
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of War -in 171 8, reprcfented the Conftablc at the Co- 
ronation of Louis XV. in 1722, and died in 1734. He 
is ment lowed in this hiftory, as well as Tnrenne. 

ViLLEROY f Nicholas de Neuville, Duke of; Gover- 
nor to Louis XIV. in 1646; Marfhal the fame year, and 
died in 1685. 

ViLLERoy (Francis de Neuville, Duke of) fon of the 
former, GovcrnoF of Louis XV. Marlhal in 1693. 
.His father and he were Chiefs of the Council of Finances, 
a title without any office annexed, but only as a form to 
have them admitted of the Council-Board. He died 
in 1730. 

VivoNNE (Louis-Viftor de Rochechouart, Duke of) 
Standard-Bearer of the Church, General of the Marines, 
Viceroy of Meflina, and Marlhal of France in 1675. He 
IS not reckoned as the firft Marfhal of the Marines, be- 
caufe he was in the land-fervice a confiderablc time. He 
died in 1688. 

UxELLEs (Nicholas Chaloadu Ble, Marquis D') Mar- 
ihal in 1703, Prefidentof the Council for foreign aflfairs 
in 1 71 8, and died in 1730. 



GRAND ADMIRALS of FRANCE 
during the Reign of Louis XIV. 

ARMAND DE Maille, Marquis de Breze, Grand- 
Mailer, Principal and Superintendant-General of 
the Navigation and the Commerce of France in 1643. 
Killed at fea by a cannon-fiiot, June 14, 1646. 

Anne of Auftria, Queen Regent, Supcrintendant of 
the Marine of France in 1646. She refigned the com- 
inand in 1650. 

C^SAR Duke of Vendome, and of Beaufort, Grand. 
Mafter and Superintendant-General of the Navigation 
and Commerce of France, in 1650. 

Francis of Vendome, Duke of Beaufort, fon to 
Ca^ar, flain at the battle of Candia, June 25, 1669, 

b 4 Louis 
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Louis de Bourbon, Count of Vermandois, le- 
gitimated fon of Louis XIV. Admiral in the month 
ot Auguft 1669, at two years old, and died in 168:}. 

Louis-Alexander of Bourbon, Count of Tou- 
louse, legitimated alfoj Admiral in 1683, and died 
in 1737. 



i< I I i n 



GENERALS of the GALLEYS of 
FRANCE, during the Reign of 
Louis XIV. 

ARMAND-JoHN Du Plessis, Duke of RicheiIieu • 
made a Peer of France in 1643, during the 
life of Francis his father, and refigned in i66j. 

FkANcis Marquis of Crequi fuccecded him^ and re- 
figned the office in 1669, a year after he had been 
made a Marlhal qf France. 

Louis-Victor de Rochechouart, Count, and after- 
wards Duke of Vivonne, Prince of Tonnai-Charente, 
in 1669. 

Louis of R0CHEi?H0iJART, Pqkc of MojlTEMAR^ OH 

furviving his father. Died April 3, 1688. 

Louis-AuGUSTus of Bourbon, legitimated fon of 
Louis XIV. Prince of Dombes, Duke of Maine and 
Aumale, in 1688, and refigned in 1694. 

Louis- Jos cpH Duke of Vendome in 1694, aind died 
in 1712. 

Rene Sjre db Fro^llai, Count of Tesse^ Marflial 
of France in 171 2, and refigned in 1716. 

The Chevalier of Prj-eans, in 1716, and died in 
J748. After him this dignity was reunited totbp Boar^i 
m^jfnjfajty. 



MINISTERS 
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MINISTERS of STATE* 



JULIUS-MAZARTN, Cardinal; firft Minifter, of 
an ancient family in Sicily tranfplanted to Rome^: 
fon of Peter Mazarin and of Hortenfia Bufalini; born 
in 1602 ; employed at firft by Cardinal. Sacchetti. He 
put a ftop to the motions of the two armies, French and 
Spanifh, juft ready to engage near Cazal, and con- 
cluded the peace of Qcierafque, in 163 1. Vice-Lcgat 
at Avignon, and Nuncio extraordinary in France, in 
1634. He appeaf-d the troubles in Savoy in 1640, 
in quality of Ambaffador-Extraordinary from the 
King. Made Cardinal in 1641, at the recom- 
mendation of Louis XIII. He was intirely attached to 
France from that time. Admitted to the Supreme 
Council, December 5, 1642, under the diftinftion of 
Special Counfelior^ which gave him precedence before the 
Chancellor. Declared fole Counfeilor to the Queen 
Regent for Ecclefiaftical affairs by the Will and Tclta- 
ment of Louis XI 11.; and Godfather to Louis 'XIV, 
-with the Princefs of Conde-Montmorenci. He at firft re- 
frained from challenging precedence of the Princes of the 
Blood, which Cardinal Richelieu had before ufurpcd ; 
but he preceded ^he houfes ofVcndomeand Longueville. 
But after the Treaty of the Pyrenees, he aflumed the 
place, in the third ftep, above the Prince of Conde. He 
never had any letter3 patent for the poft of Prime Mini* 
fter, though he executed all the funftions of it They 
were afterwards granted to Cardinal Dubois. Philip of 
Orleans, too, grandfon of France, deigned alfo to accept 
them, after his regency had expired. Cardinal Fleury 
neither had the Patent nor the Title. 
Cardinal Mazarin died in 166 1. 
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CHANCELLORS. 

CHARLES d'Aubdpine, Marquis of Chatcauneuf, 
a long tiipc employed on Embaffies. Keeper of 
the fcalr in 163:0, fcnt to prifon in 1633 to the Cafkleof 
Angouleme^ where he was confined for ten years, 
ICeeper q£ the Seals again in 1650, refigned them m 
i6ji, fpent the remainder of his life amidft the dif- 
^niions of the Courts and died in 1^53. 

PET»a SiounR, Chancellor, Duke of Villemur, 
Peer of France. He appeafed the troubles of Normandy 
in 1 6:^^. Hazarded his life at the battle of the Barric^es* 
He was always loyal, even in times when it was thought; 
a merit to be otherwiib. He contefted not the precedence 
with the father of the Great Condc, in the ceremonies* 
when he aGifted in them with Parliament. He was a man 
of. probity, of learning, and a patron of men of letters. 
He was the Procc6ior of the French Academy, before this 
liberal Society, icompofed of the principal Nobles of the 
Kingdomp and the bell: Writers, was arrived to the ItatQ 
of needing no other patron but the King. He died at 
cjghty-foui- years of ^e, in 16^72. 

Matthjew Mole, farft Prcfident of the Parliament 
of Paris in 1^41. Keeper of the Seals in 1651^ A juii 
and fpiriced Magiftrate. It is not true, though inferted 
in two new Di4):ionaries, that the populace attempted 
to afiaHinafte him^ but it is true that be always awed the 
feditious by his weJUtempered courage and refolution. 
He died in 1656. 

Stephen d'Axigrb, Chancellor in 1674, fon of an- 
other Stephen, Chancellor under Louis XIII. He died 
in i6rjj.. 

MiCHABL tE T£|«i,i£R, Chancellor in 1677, father 
of the iiluftrious Mar^vis of Louvois. His memory 
was honoured with a funeral oration by the great Bofluet. 
He died in 1687, 

I^uis BoucHERAT, ChanccUor in 1685. His de- 
vice was a Cock beneath a Sun, in allufion to the device 
of Louis XIV, The motto was, Sol reperit vigikm. 
^^ The Sun found him watchful/* He died in 1699. 

Louis 
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Louis Phelipeaux, Count of Pontchar train, dc- 
fccndant of many Secretaries of Stare, Chancellor in 
1699. He retired to the /»^//i^/^i * in 17 14, and died 
in 1727. 

Daniel-Framcis Voisikt, who died in 17 17, was 
the ptedeciflbf of the celebrated d'Aguesseau, 
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SUPERINTENDANTS of the 

FINANCES. 

Tie place of Superintendant was the firfi in Council ^heri 
there was no Prime Minifter : from whence it proceeded^ 
that Cardinal Richelieu was obliged tofolicit the favour j 
in 1623 andi6z\^ of the Marquis Jince Duke of Viekville^ 
then Superintendant^ to be admitted into the Council. 

CLAUDt Lfc fioiTTiLUBR, at firft Supcrintcndant con- 
jointly with CtAupE DE Si^LLiONT, ifi i6j2, fole in 
1 640. He was the firft who gave a^ power to the Intendants 
of the Finances to impofe taxes. He retired in 1643, 
and died in 1652. 

Nicholas Bailleul, Marquis of Chiteau-GOntier, 
Prefideht of the Parliament, Superintendant of the Fi- 
nahces frofti 1643 to 1648. He died in 1652, better 
ikilled in the fcience of the Law, thafn that of 
Finances. He had under hin?, as Comptroller General, 
Farticellt, called Emeri, diftinguiihed for his ex* 
tbrtioni. 

He was the fon of a Peafant of Sienna, placed in that 
ftation by Catdinal Maisarin. He ufed to fay, that the 
Minifters of Finances were only made to be abufed. He 
was Superintendant in 1648, exiled to appeafe the 
people, and afterwards appointed Superintendant for fix 
months. 

EmfeRi invented various kinds of impofts ; fworn 
officers^ meafurers and carriers of charcoal; meters, 

* A convent m Prance fo called, 

pilers. 
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pilerSj. anci pdrxers of wood; principal clerks of the cop- 
pices, the bridges, and mounds; perquifitcs for the books 
of accpmpts, augmentations of falarics, comptrollers of 
fines, the twentieth penny, fees, &c. 

The fame Emeri ^as Supcrintendaflt in 1648; but 
ibme months after was exiled by way of facrificc to the 
public refentmcnt. 

TheMar(halDukcofLAM£LLERAYE,Siiperintendant 
in 1648, during the exile of Emeri. There had been 
tnilitarv men before in this office; He had the probity 
of the Duke of Sulljs, but not his refources. He came 
in at the mod difficult crifis ; and the Duke of Sully was 
notSuperintendant till after the Civil Wars were over. 
He taxed all the Financiers, and all the Farmers of the 
Revenues^. The greateft part of them became Bank- 
rupts, and no more money was to be had.. He quitted 
the office of Superintendaht in 1649, ^^^ ^^^^ ^^, 1664. 
Emeri aflumcd the Superintendancy, as foon as the 
Marlhal rcfigned it.- Aa Italian named Tonii^ then 
invented a new Loan, uponXife Annuities, chargeable 
on the National Revenues, which were diftingui/hed into 
feveral different clafies,- the income of each proprietor . 
that died to be ifliared among the Survivors *. This 
amounted to a million and twenty-five thoufand Livres 
per annum, «which became a prodigious fum to the laftr 
Survivor,* This was a heavy charge upon the State for 
a few years, but not fo burthenfome, on the whole, as • 
thofe that are to remain for ever^ He died in 1650. 

Claude de Mesme^ Count d'Avaux, of an ancient 
family in Guienne, a man of letters who united W it and 
tlie Graces to Science. He was appointed Plenipp-' 
tentiary, along with Servient and was loved by all the 
Negocxat6rs, as much as his Colleague was hated. He 
"was Superintendant in 1650, and died the fame year. 

Charles, Marquis Duke de la Vieuville, the fame 
Vuhom Cardinal Richelieu had difmiflcd. from the Coun-, 
cil, and feut op in the caftle of Amboife, in 1624- He* 
efcaped from hi$ confinement, and fled into England ^ 

* Tliis ff»Qi& of Loimi is xalled Taatiftt from tbe invcntoi'jB oaiiir. 

b 
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m confequencc of which, fcntcilce of death was palled 
upon him for contumacy. Notwithllanding this, 
he Was afterwards created Duke and Peer, in 1651, and 
Superintendant the fame year. He died in 1653. 

JRene de Longueil, Marquis de Maisons, Prefidenc 
d Mdrlier*^ Superintendant in 1651, which he held 
only a year. It is faid, that in the fpace of that one year 
he bu'lt the Caftle de Maifons, which is one of 'the 
nobleft edifices in Europe ; but he had raifed it the year 
before. It was the firft attempt, and 'the mafter-piece, 
of Francis Manfard, who was then a young man, and a 
fimple mafon. A Angular anecdote is told upon this 
occafion, which many people have heard as well as my- 
felf, from the Grandfon of the Superintendant : One 
day, as he flood over fome labourers clearing out a 
well, or vault, he happened to difcover a hidden treafurc, 
of forty thowfand pieces of gold, of the coin of Charles 
IX. ; with which money he crcfted this palace. He died 
in 1677. 

We may observe that the Superintendants fucccedcd 
one another v-ry rapidly, during thefe troubles. 

Abel Servien, after having negociatcd the Peace of 
Wcftphalia with the Duke of Longueville and the 
Count d'Avaux, and having had the principal honour 
in that tranfaftion, was made Superintendant in 1653, 
jointly with Nicholas Fouquet j and continued in it till' 
his death, which happened in 1659; but M. Fouquet 
had always the principal direftion in that department. 

Nicholas Fouquet, Marquis of Belli^-isle, was Su- 
perintendant in 1653, though he was Attorney-General 
.in the Parliament of Paris. They have printed by 
miftake, in the Age of Louis XIV. that he expended 
eighteen hundred thonfand Francs f in building his 
. Palace at Vaux, now called Villars •, but it is an error of 
the prefs ; he laid out eighteen millions of the currency 
of that time, which make about thirty-fix of curs, 

• A Prefident of Parliament a mortier — fo called from a fort of 
cap they wear. 

•f Francs are Livre:* 

• • Cardinal 
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Cardinal Mazarik, ^terhis return ii> 1^53, ^llg** 
cd the Superinteodant to paj him three millions ^ year 
for fecrct fervices. He pur chafed for a fmall value the 
old cried-dowii BiUs^ and paid himfelf the full fugis *, 
This ruined Fouquet. Never was a fquande^'er of the 
Royal Finances more princely generous than this S«- 
perifltendant. Never had man in office more perfoAal 
friends, and nev^r was a perfon ujnder perfecution fa 
faithfully ferved in his misfortunes. He was, however, 
fentenced to perpetual banifhmeat by the Commif- 
fioners who fai on his trial, and died forgotten, in ipSo. 

AfiDer his difgrace, the poft of Superintendan): w^i 
(uppcefled. 

Under the Superintendants there were Comptrollers 
General. Cardinal Mazarin named to this x)ffice a 
Fore^ner, a Calviniftr of Auglburgh, named Bar^ 
tholomew Hewart, who was his banker. This H(ewart 
had, ineffed, rendered great fervices to theCrow^i. It 
was he who, after the death of Duke Bernard of i^xe-^ 
Weymar, gavehis army toFrance, by advancing all their 
pay before-hand. It was he who retained this f^mc 
army, and fome other regiments, in the fervice of the 
King, when Vifcount Turcnnc would have tempted 
them to revolt, in 1648. He advanced two millions 
five hundred thoufand livrcs of the .then currency, ta 
keep them Haunch to their engagement : two very im- 
portant pieces of fervice, which prove that there is 
neither commanding or governing without money. 

When the Superintendant Fouquet waji arretted, he 
yet lent the King two millions. . He played deep, and 
would often lole a hundred thoufand crowns at a fitting. 
This extravagance prevented his having the firft place 
in the Miniftry. The King with good re^fon prefer- 
red M. Colbert, Hewan died only Counfelipr of State, 
in 1676. 

• The nature of this fraud I do not know, as I am not yerfed ia 
the nature of the French Funds or Adions; but (uppofe it to be {bme- 
thing like a Minifterial jobb here of publilhing fome falfe piece of 
bad news to £nk the Sto<^ and buy ii^ ^nd then contradiA it again, 
to fell out. 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. joai 

His family quitted the Kingdom, after the revocation 
of the £di& of Nantes, and carried away their immenfe 
treafures iiito foreign countries. 



SECRETARIES of STATE, and 
COMPTROLLERS-GENERAL 
of the FINANCES. 

H£mry- Augustus de LoMENiE^Count of Briekne, 
had the department of Foreign Afi&irs during 
the minority of tL^uis XIV. His haughtinefs was no 
difadvantage to him, as it was founded upon fentiments 
of honour. . He has left us fome inilruftive Memoirs, 
and died in i666. 

Claude le Boutillier de CHAyiCNi had the War 
department, and died in 1652. 

Louis Phelipeaux, Marquis de la Vrilliere» had 
the Pomeftic Affairs under his infpedion, and died in 
1681. 

His fon of the fame name. Secretary of State, died 
in 1700. Both of them were eftcemed for their virtues, 
and loved for their mildnefs of manners. 

/Henry-Louis DE LoMBNiE^ Count of Brie kne, fon 
to Henry- Au^uftus, had the vivacity of his father, but 
was deficient m his other qualities. Being Couniellor of 
State at the age of fixteen, and appointed to the depart-* 
mcnt of Foreign Affairs, he was fcnt into Germany to in- 
,ftru6l himfelf. He travelled as far as Finland, and wrote 
his Tour in Latin. He executed the office of Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs for twenty three-years ^ but 
having loft his wife Henrietta de Chavigni, he was fo 
much affeded, that his mind wandered from all 
worldly bufinefs, aiid he retired into folitude. TJie 
remainder of his life was very miferablc. They have 
ftruck out his name in the latter hiftorical didlionaries ; 
but Ihould have Chewn greater compaffion to his unhappy 
condition, arid more refped to his memory. 

HUOH 
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Hugh, Marquis of Lyonhe, of an ancient family in 
Dauphine, had the management of Foreign Affairs to 
the year 1670. We have fome Memoirs of his. He 
was a man of great applicatiofi, and extremely amiable. 
He died in 1671. 

John-Baptist Cqlbert advanced himfclffolely by his 
n\erit. He rofe. to be Intendant to Cardinal Mazarin. 
Being pcrfc&ly inftruded in all tho parts of government, 
and pa'rticularly iii the fcience of Finances, he became 
a very neceflary afliftant in the ruinous jftate to which 
Cardinal Mazarin, the Superintendant Fouquet, and^ 
ftill more, the unhappinefs o*- the times had reduced the 
public revenues. Louis XIV. confulted privately with 
him, in order to inftru^ himfelf. He ruined Fouquet, in 
concert with the Chancellor Le Tellier; but fuch an ani- 
mofity might well |)e pardoned him, on account of the or- 
der and oeconomy he introduced into the Finances, and of 
his other fervices, the memory of which ought never to 
be /orgotren. He was Comptroller-General in 1664. 
He may be confidered as the Founder of Commerce and 
Architefturc, and the Proteftor of all the Arts -, nor did 
he neglect Agriculture, as is faid in all the late publica- 
tions of thattime. His genius and his attentions could not , 
have foftered him to overlook fo effential an article. 
The only thing he can he reproached with, on that 
account, is his not fuffering the grain to be exported 
out of the kingdom *. He died in i68j. 

John-Baptist Colbert, Marquis of Seignelai, fon 
to the former, with a greater genius even than his father,, 
and more penetrating and beccer cultivated, was made 
Secretary of State for the Marine department, which he 
raifed to the moft refpedable fifuation of any in Europe, 
and died in 169Q. 

Charles-Colbert de Croissi, brother to the great 
Colbert, was Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, in 
1679, after feveral glorious and fuccefstul Embaflies. 
He lucceeded to. Arnold de Pompone, Secretary of 

♦ Which certainly is not the way to encourage tillage. 

4 Charles^ 
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State, but he is placed before him here, not to intari^upc 
the lift of the Colberts. He died in 1696. 

John-Baptist Colbbrj, Marquis of Torci, fon of 
the former, was appointed SeGrciary of Sjcate for foreign 
affairs, on the death of his father. He joined dexterity 
to probity; never made a prpmife which he did not 
fulfil ; was loved and refpic^cd by all ftrangers j arid 
died in 1 746. 

Simon Arnold pE Pompon e was Secretary of State 
for foreign affairs, in 1671 ; a man of wit and letters, 
as were riioft of the Arnolds; loved in foci al life, and 
often preferring the pleafures of company to public 
bufinefsi He was diimilTcd in iSy^i and replaced by 
the Marquis de Crofli. He did hot continue Secretary 
bf State for life, as is faid in the new Hiflorical Diflio- 
naries ; but the King left him ftiil the title of Minifter 
bf State^ with the permiffion of fitting in Council, which, 
however, he never made ufeof, He died in 1699. 

Michael LE Tellier, the Chancellor, was Secretary 
of State until the year 1666. 

Francis-Michael le T£LLiER,Marquis de Louvors^ 
the greateft Minifter in the War department that ever 
had been in France. He was appointed Secretary of 
State in 1666. He was more cftecmed than loved by the 
King, the Court and the People. He had the good for- 
tune, as well as Colbert, to have dcfcendants whb have 
done honour to his family, and fome of whom have been 
Marfhals of France; It is not true that he died fuddenly, 
on cooTiing cut from Council, as is repeated in books 
and Dictionaries. He drank ihe waters of 3alaruc, and 
would proceed upon a journey at the fame time, which 
indifcretion occalioned his death in 1691* 

Louis-Francis LE Tellier, Marquis deBARBEZiEux, 
iron to the Marquis de Louvois^ was made Secretary of 
War affairs, after the death of his father. He v/as a 
young man who preferred his pleafures and parade 
to the bufinefs of his employ. He died at the age of 
thirty three, in 1701. 

Balthazar-Phelippeaux de Chateaxtneuf fuc- 
Vol. I. c ceedcd 
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ccedcd his father the Marquis of Vrilliere in 1669, cxer- 
'cifed the fiHidions in 1676, and died in lyqc. 

Claude le Pelletierj Prefident of the Inquefls, 
Provoft of the Merchants, an honeft man, modeft, and 
retired. He ftudicd the Canon law, which did not 
much recommend him as a fucceflbr to the great Colbert, 
and yet he was appointed fo, in 1683. The King was 
told that he was unfit for the place, as he was of too 
eafy a difpofuion. " It is for that very reafon I have 
chofen him,** replied Louis XIV. He quitted the Mini- 
flry and the Court in about fix years after. All his 
family have been remarkable, like himfelf, for their in- 
tegrity. He died in 1711. 

Louis' Phelippeaux, Count of Pontchartrain, the 
fame that had been Chancellor, entered into public fer- 
vi( e as firfl: Prefident of the Parliamertt of Brittany ; 
\v'a3 ma(^e Comptroller General in 1690, after the retiring 
of the Comptroller General Le Pellet ier •, and Secretary of 
Srate after the death of the Marquis de Seignelai, in the 
fame year 1 690. It was he who placed all the Academies 
under the guardianfliip of the Secretaries of State, by 
the nfiirtance of the Abbe Bignon, except the French 
Academy, which acknowledged no Patron but the King. 

JeroMe Phelippeaux, Count of Pontchartrain, fon 
of the former. Secretary of State during the life of his 
lather, the Chancellor; difmifled by the Dukeof Orleans^ 
on the death of Louis XIV. 

Michael Chamillart,' Counfellor of* State and 
Comptroller-General in 1699; Secretary of State for 
the War department in 1707; a man of mildnefs and 
moderation. He could not long fuftain the weight of 
two fuch laborious employs, in luch difficult times, and 
was foon obliged to rcfign them. Hp died in 1721. 

Nicholas Desmap.ets, Cottiptroller- General in 170S, 
zealous, indefatigable, and intelligent; but could hot 
remedy the evils occafioned by the War. He rengned 
after the death of Louis XIV. and died in" 1721. 
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CATALOGUE^ 

Of the greatejl Part of the French Writers who appeared 
in the Age of Louis XJK intended to ferVe as a Literary 
HlJicrj of that Mr a. 

ABADIE (James),bornatBerne, in 1658, celebrated 
for his Treatife on the Cbriftian Religion ; but who 
afterwards did an injury to that work, by another 
intitled, ^he Opening of the Seven Seals. He died in 
• Ireland, in 1727. 

Abadie, or Labadie (John), born in Guienne, in 
1610. Firft a Jefuit, then a Janfenift, and laft a PrO- 
teflant:. He endeavoured to found a Seft, and to join 
with La.Bourignon ; who anfwered him, that every man 
had his own peculiar holy fpirit, and that his was much 
fuperior to that of Abadie. He left behind him thirty- 
one volumes of Fanaticifm. He is mentioned here, 
only to Ihew the weaknefs of the human mind. He had 
fome difciples, and died an Altena, in 1674. 

Ablancourt (Nicholas Perrot d*), of an ancient fa- 
mily of the Parliament of Paris, bornatVitri, in 1606. 
An elegant tranflator, \vhofe verfions were ftilcd les belles 
infideles *. He died poor, in x 664. 

Acheri (Luke d'), a Benediftine, a great and judicious 
compiler; born in i6o8, and died in 1685. 

Alexander (NoeU, born at Rouen, in 1639; a Domi- 
nican. He wrote fevcral theological works, and dif- 
puted much about the cuftoms of the Chinefe, againft 
the Jefuits who had been Miffionaries there.. 

Amelot de la Houssaie (Nicholas), born at 
Orleans, in 1634.- His tranflation:*,^ with political notes, 
and his Hiftories, are much fought after; His Memoirs 
in an alphabetical order arc very defe£live. He was 
the firft that explained the government of Venice. His 
Hiftory gave offence to the Senate, which remained then 

• The' charming Decfption$. The canvas of this picture is too 
t&ach ffrained, 
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under the old prejudice, that there are certain political 
myfteries which ought not to be revealed. The' World 
has fince difcovered that there are no myfteries in go- 
vcrnnaenry and that true policy confifts in being rich, 
ihd keeping good armies on foot. Amelot tranflated 
and commented on Yi?^ \Pr/»^^ of Machiavel ; a work 
long a favourite with little Princes, who were Quarrell- 
ing about fmall States badly governed, but now of no 
value, fince great Potentates, always well armed, have put 
an end to the hopes and ambition of the Icfler pow- 
ers. Amelot thought himfelf the greateft politician in 
Europe, yet was never able to raife himfelf into the Ic^ft, 
confideratJon in life, and died in extreme poverty; which 
might arife froni his being a politician in theory, rather 
than praAice. He died in 1706. 

Amelotte (Denis), bprn in Saintonge, in 1606. 
He was of the Oratory. He is chiefly, known by a tole-^ 
rable good tranflation, of the New Teftament. He died 
in 1678. 

AMONTONi (William), born at Paris, in 1663; an ex- 
cellent mechanifi; and died in 1699. 

Ancillon (t)avid), born at MetZj in 1617; a Cal- 
vinift. He and his fon Charles, who died at Berlin, in 
1725, had fomc reputation for literature. 

Anselm, an Auguftine Monk, the firft who made a 
genealogical hiftory of the Great Officers of the Crown, 
fmce continued, and augmented, by Du Fourni, Auditor 
of Accompts. There is no determinate notion of what 
conftitutes the Great Officers. It is generally imagined, 
that they are thofe to whofe ofl&ce the title of Grandf, 
or Great, is annexed 5 as the Great Mafter of the Horfe, 
the Great Cup-Bearer, &c. But the Conftable, the 
Marfhals^ the Chancellor, &g, are Great Officers, and 
yet bear not the title of Great ; and others who have ir, 
are not always Great Officers. The Captains of the 
Guards, the Firft Gentlemen of the Bedchamber, &c. 
are fince become Great Officers; but they are not entered 
in Ahfelm's lift. Nothing has ever been decided in thfs 
matter, and there remains as much uncertainty and con- 

^ufiori 
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ftfian in all the rights, and in all the titles, in France, ^ 
as there is of order and r^ulation in the Adminiftration. 
He died in 1694. 

Ar NOLD (Anthony), twentieth fon of him who pleaded 
againft the Jefuits, a Doftor of the Sorbonne, and born 
in 1 61 2, Nothing is better known than his eloquence, 
his erudirion, and his difputcs, which rendered him* 
fo celebrated, but. at the fame time fo unhappy, ac- 
cording to the vulgar notions, which place unhappinefs 
in poverty and exile, without balancing the account 
with the glory, the friends, and the healthy old age, 
that were the portion of this famous man. It is 
faid, in the Supplement to Moreri, that Arnold, in\ 
'1689, with the tiew of recommendirig himfelf at Court, 
wrote a Libel againft- William III. intitled, Ihelrue Por- 
trait of William Henry af Najfau^ the modern Abfalom^ 
tbi! moJern Herod^ the modern . Cromwell^ and the modern 
Nero, This title is not in the ftile of Arnold, but rather . 
rcfcmbles that of Pere Garafie. He never condcfccnded to 
flatter the Court, Louis XIV. would have fcorned to 
have received a book with fo grofs a title; and .thofc 
who attribute either the Libel^ or the dcfign of it, to 
the greit Arnold, appear to be ignorant that writing of 
books was not the method of recommending one's-f If 
at Court, He djed at BrujQfcls, in 1694. • 

The author of the Hiftorical, Literary, Critical, and 
Janfenift Diftionary fays, under the article Arnold, 
that as foon as his book upon frequent Communion 
a{)pcared, ** Hell trembled, and the Jcfuit Nouet made 
*• the firft attack upon it." Now it is difficult to know 
exaftly what fort of opinion the Devils may have form- 
ed of a book juft publifhed ; and as to mc«, they have 
intircly forgotten Father Nouet. It is very true, that 
the greateft part of Arnold's polemical writings are 
equally' unknown at this day. It is the general fate of 
moft dilputes. The author of the Hiftorical, Literary, 
Critical, and Janfenift Dictionary is up inarms againft 
this»truth. He has his reafons ; but then he ought to 
Hflow^ that the abufe thrown out on the fubjeft of 
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theological difputes, is, atprefent, as much dcfprfed as 
the fquabblcs themfelves; and one need fay no more: 

Arnold-d'Andilly (Robert), elder brother to the 
former, born in' 1588, and one of the diftinguiflied 
writers of f^ort-^Royal. He prefentcd to Louis XIV / 
at the age of eighty-five, hi$ tranflation of. Jofe- 
phus, which of all his works is held in the molt 
cfteem. He was father to Simon Arnold, Marquis 
of Pompone^ Mihifter of State j but this Miniftcr could 
neither prevent the difputes nor. the difgrace of his. 
Uncle the Dbfior of the Sorbonne. He died in 1674,./ 

. AuBiGNAC (Francis d'), born in 1604. He never 
had any inftrudor but himfclf. Being attached no 
Cardinal Richelieu, he was of courf* an erieony/ to * 
Corncille. -. 'His PraSice of the Theatre is yet refcd ; 
but he has proved by his Tragedy of Zenobia, /than 
neither fenfe or learning are capable of confegrring 
talents. He died in 1676. 

- AuBRi (Anthony), born in 1616. He left ^chind 
him the lives of the Cardinals Richelieu .and M^izarin, 
which, though indifferent performances, are capiable of 
communicating good inftrudtion. He died ^"^wiSgs* 
ft was he who firft detedfced the forgery of the P|>litical 
Teftament of Cardinal Richelieu. 

The Countess d*Aunois. Her Travels alid her 
Memoirs of Spain, with fome flight Novels, havej given 
. her-fome reputation. She died in 1705, 

. D*AvR.i0Ni, a :Jefuit, Author of a new m^tliod of 
writing hiftory. ' He has left us the Chromkgical 
Amals from V601.- to 1715. He has there given ual 
every thing *of> cortfequcnce that happened in that in- 
terval in Europe, fairly difcufled, and in few. words. 
1^0 writer has ever fhewn. -more difcernment in diilih- 
guifhing the triie; the falfe,..and the doubtful. He has 
written, alfo, fpme Ecclefiaftical Memoirs 5 but they arc 
unluckily jnfefted with the fpirit of party. Marcel 
and he have been both pxcclled by tht Chrmological. 
Hiftory of France of the Prefident Henault;.a work 
at the fame time the fulleft and yet moft cpncife,^. that 

ever 
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ever was publillied of the kind, and the mofl: ufeful 
alfo for the. Readers. 

Baillet (Adrian), born near Beawvois, in 16495 
a famous Critic; and died in 1706. 

Balze ("Stephen), of the Limofiti, born in 1631. He 
made a coUqflion of the Manufcripts contained in the 
Library of Colbert. He laboured in his ftudies to the 
age of eighty-eight. He left us feven volumes on 
ancient rnonuments. He ^as exiled for having fup- 
ported the pretenfions of Cardinal Bouillon, who imagin- 
ed him felf independent of the King, founding his plea 
upon his having been born of a fovereign family, at the 
.time that the cqmpenfation for the lof$ of Sedan had 
not yet been perfedted. He died in 17 18. 

Balzac (John-Louis), boro. in 1594. A man of elo- 
quence, and the firfl: that inftituted a prize for clpr 
qqence. He was appointed Hiftoriographer of France, 
and a Counfellor of State, which he ufcd to call mag-* 
nificent trifles. The Frencji language ismuoh indebted 
to him. He firft gave number and harmopy to profe. 
He pofTefled fo diftinguilhed a reputation in his life- 
time, that aperfon named Goulu, General, or Superior, 
of the White-Friars, wrote two volumes of abufc againil 
him. He died in 1654*. 

Baratier, the moft fingular genius, perhaps, that 
ever appeared in Literature. He ought to be claflcd 
among the French, though he was born a German. Hii 
father was a Refugee preaclier. He underflood Greek 
at fix years old, and Hebrew at nine. He made a 
traflation of the Travels of the Je^ Benjamn o(,TuddlQ^ 
with critical annotations. This young Baratier was well 
fl^illed in Hillory, in Philofophy, and in Mathematics. 
He alloniihcd all thofe who knew him when al.ve, and 
was much regretted at his death. He v;as not more than 
nineteen years of age, when he was fnatched from the 
world. 

• It appears extraordinary that M. Voltaire has not mentioned a 
colledlion of Letters which are replete with wit and good lenfe, and 
are the only writings by which this author U known at prclent. 
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BarbeiraC (John), born at Bczicrs, in 1674, a Cal- 
vinift, Profcflbr of Law and Hiftory at Laufanne, a 
Tranflator and Commentator on PufFcndorf and Gro-: 
tius. U fccms that thofc Treatifes on The Law of Na- 
ticns^ of War and of Peace^ which were pevcr regarded 
or conlulted on any declaration of war or treaty of 
peace, nor to determine the rights of any man, arc a fort 
of confolatiop to the people for the evils that politicks 
and violence have fubjcded them to. Thicy give 
\is juft fuch an idea of juftice, as portraits do of emi- 
nent pcrfons whom we have never fcen. He died in 1729. 

Barbier Daucourt (John), known among the Jcfuits 
by the name of the Sacnd Advocate, and to the World 
by his Critique on the Dialogues of Father BoubourSt znd by • 
the excellent pleading he made for an innocent man put 
to the rack. ' He was a long time patronized by Colbert, 
who made him Comptroller of the King's edifices; but^ 
having loft his protcftor^ he died in great poverty, in 

?674. 

Barbier (Madenipifelle) wrote fome tragedies. 

Baron (Michapl), It is not thought that \hc pieces 
publilhed under his name werp his ov?n. His more 
acknowledged merit was, his being an accomplifhed aftor ; 
a rare perfeftion, and which none but hirhftlf was dif- 
tinguifhed for, in thofc times. This excellence require^ 
moft of the gifts of Nature, a comprehenfiyc genius, 
and indefatigable application : and yet th? world fecm' 
moft unaccountably to defpifcit! The preachers often 
frequented plays, behind a grated lattice, to ftudy the 
grace and aftion of Baron, and thence mounted t^ieir 
pulpirs to declaim againft theatrical reprefentation?. It 
is the cuftom for Confeflbrs to require from A6lors on 
jheir death-beds, a renunciation of their pfofeffionj 
Baron had quitted the ftage in 1691, through feme dif- 
guft. He returned to it again in 1729, at the age of 
fixty-eight, and was received with applaufe till the year 
1729. ' He then retired a fecond time, and died 
the fame year, aged near feventy-eight ; declar- 
ing in his- laft moments, that he had never felt thq 
leaft fcrople of confciencc for repeating before the pub- 
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iv: the mafter-pieces of genius and morality of the great 
writers of the nation, and that nothing can be more ab- 
furd than attaching difgra<:e to the reciting of a work, 
which it was an honour to have compofed. 

Barreaux (James dp I4. Vallee, Seigneur Dgs), is 
known among perfoqs of polity literature, for feveral 
elegant litt|c poems in the tajle of Sarazin and Cha- 
pelle. He was a CounfcUor of Parliament. It is a certain 
faft, that being tired Qut qnce with a fuit of law, in 
which he was Cpuqfcl, he paid the fum in difpuce. 
out of his own pocket, threw his brief into the fire, and- 
quitted the Bar for life. His little pieces of poetry arc 
iftill preferved in the hand$ of the cunous. They are all 
written witlj too free a pen, 

The public voice has imputed a fonnct to him, as in- 
(pifi^rent a§ it is famous^ wljich finilhes with thef? linps, 

Tonnne, frappe, il eft tems, ren»moi gueixe po^r guerre, 
J*adore in peniTant la raifon qui t*aigrit ; 
Mais de£us quel cndrbit tombera ton tonnere, 
^i ne foit tout couver^ da fang de Jefus-Cbrift ? 

Let Lightning blaft, and Thunder firike me dead, 

Thy vengeance muft a j ufticc be eftecmed 5 

Sut on what part of this devoted head 

Can fall thy ire, which ChriA hath not redeemed? 

« 

But it is a niiftak^ 5 the Poem was not written by Des. 
^arreaux, and he was much difpleafed at hearing in 
attributed to him. The Abbe de Lavau, then young 
and giddy, was the real author. I have fcen the proof 
pjf It in a letter of hjs p the Abbe Servien. Des-Bar- 
feaux died in 1674. 

Basnage (James), bom at Rouen, in 1653. ^ Cal- 
vinift, and Minifter at the Hague, but fitter 'for a Mi- 
nifler of State than of a pari(b. Of all his works, his 
Hifiory of the Jews^ with thofc of the United-Provinces^ 
and of the Churchy are the mod cftcemed. Tempo- 
rary hiftories are of little value, after the eras are 
paffed and gone; but works of general utility ar^ 
||ways of confequence. He died in 1723. 

^ , ' BASKAqs 
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Basnage de Beauval (Henry), of Rouen, an Ad- 
vocate in Holland, but more of the Philo'fophcr. He 
wrote On toleration in Religion. He was a laborious 
fcholar, and has left us an edition of th.tl)i£lionary of 
Funtiire^ augmented.^ He died in 1710. 

Bassompierre (Francis, Marfhal dej, Though his 
Memoirs relate to the preceding age, he may fairly be 
comprehended in this lift, as he lived, to the. year 1646. 
• BAUDRAN*(Michael),- born 'at PaYis, in 1633,* a Ge- 
ographer, but Icfs cfteemed than Samfon. ' He died in 

1700. 

Ba.yle (Peter), born at Carfat, in the province of Foix» 
in 1647. He retired co Holland, "rather g,s' a'P.hilolo.*^ 
pher than a Calvinift. He was perfecuted during his life 
by Jurieu, and after his death by thecnemie> of Philofor 
phy. If he had forefeen ho^much his Dictionary would 
have been held in efteem, he would certainly have ren- 
dered it more valuable, by cancelling the names of ob- 
fcure perfons, and adding more illuftrious ones. It is 
rather from his excellent method of reafonihg that he is 
principally diftinguifhed, than from his manner of writ- 
ing, which is often difFufe, loofe, incorreft, and fome- 
times cenfurable for a familiarity of ftile which frequent- 
ly finks into vulgarity. He was more of a Dialefticiah 
than a Philofopher, knowing fcarcely ^ny^ thing of 
phyfics. He was quite ignorant of' the difcoveries of 
the great Newton; Moft of his 'philofophical articles 
cither fuppofe or controvert a Cartefianifm,' which no 
longer fubfifts. He knew no other definition pf Matter, 
than that of extenfion. Its other properties, difcover, 
ed or prefumed, are the foundation of real Philo- 
Ibphy. He has given us new demonffrations, and new, 
doubts ; fo that in many places the fceptic Bayle is not 
even fceptical enough. He lived and died a mere Philo- 
fop'her. Des Maifeaux has written his life, in a larg.$:' 
volume^ when there was hardly enough to have filled 
Jialf-a-ddzen pages. The life' of a fedentary author, 
is to be found in his writings. He died in iyo6. 

It 
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The pcrfecution which the faftatical Jurieu raifcd up in 
& free country againft this Philofopher, ought' never to 
be forgotten. He roufed the* Calviniftkal Oonfiftory 
againft him upon feverat pretences, but principally on 
the famous article of Davidj in his Diftionary. * Bayle 
had highly cenfurcd the eidc^fles, the deceits,- and the 
cruelties, that this Jewifh Prince had been guilty of, ac 
the time when the grace of God had abandoned him. 
It would not have been amifs, if this fame Confiftory had • 
compelled him ro celebrate this fame Jewi(hPriA<:e, who,- 
on his great penitence, dblained of God that three- 
fcore-and-tcn thoufand of his fubjcAs (hould die of the 
plauge, to expiate the crime of their King in having 
dared to number his people* But what is well worthy 
of remark, is, that this fage Council of^ Divines^ in 
their cenfure, reproved him for having fometimcs. praif- 
ed a few good Popes, artd forbad him ever to commend 
any Pope again v " Becaufe," faid they, in thefe cx- 
prefs words, ''they are not Members of our Com- 
" munion." This is one of thofe features which beft 
charaftcrifes the fpirit of Party. Some have endeavour- 
ed to carry on his Diftionary, but they have not been 
able to imitate him. The Continuators thokjght they 
had nothings more to do but to compile. We ftiould 
bepofleffed of the genius and the logical faculties of 
Bayle, to acquit ourfclvcs properly in a work of this 
kind. 

Beaumont de Perbfixe (Hardouin), Preceptor to 
Louis XIV. and Archbifhop of Paris. Hi* Hi^ltbry of 
Henry IV. which is only an abridgment, infpircs us >yith ^ 
an efteem for this great Prince, and is a good model for 
Princes. He wrote it exprefly for his Pupil. It is faid 
that Mezeray had fome fhare in it ; and irt appearance * 
there is a good deal of his rtianncr of Writing in it. But 
Mezeray was not maftcr of that affefting ftile, fo worthy, 
in many places, both of the Prince whofe life Perefixe 
was writing, and of the man to whom it was addreflcd. 
The excellent counfcls that arc there intcrfperfed for 
governing by himfelf, were not inferted till the fecond 
edition, publifhed after the death of Cardinal Mazarin. 

J We 
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We arc taught to know Henry IV. better in this 
hiftory, than in that written by Daniel, the fltile of 
which is too dry,* 4nd wh.erc tliere is too much faid of 
Father Cotton^ and too Jittl^ of the great qualities of 
Henry IV, and pf the particulars of the life of this exr 
ccllent iVlpnarcb/ Perefi^e mpves every heart naturally^ 
fenfible^ ^nd tempts us almoft to adore the memory of* 
a Prince vhofe fpibles were only thole of ai> amiable 
njan, but whofe virtue^ wer? thole of a gre^ip one, 
Perefixc died in 1670, 

Db Beacsobre fifaac), born at Niprt, in 1659, of a 
family diftinguilh^d for theprofeflion pf arms, an.d one 
of thofe who did honour to their country, whicji tbey 
were forced to abandon. His Hijiorj of Manicheifm is 
one of th^ n^oft profound, the ipoft curious, and the beft 
written',, of his works. We find there developed that 
philofophic religion of Manes, which was deduced from" 
the dogmas of the ancient Zoroafter and the ancient 
Hcrmt's, a religion which feduced St. Auguftin for a 
long time. This hiftory is enriched with a fund of know- 
ledge in^ antiquity^ bur, after all, it is only (like many 
Other^ books not fo well written) a colledion of the er- 
rors of the . humap undprftanding. He died at B^rlirii 
in 1738. ■■'.,' 

Benscrade (Ifaap de), bon> in Normandy, in 1612^ 
His little cpyntry-hopfe of GentiUj, tp which hp retired 
toward the latter part of his life, was furnifhed (if wq . 
may fo fpeak) with infcriptions in verfe, which had 
more merit than, all his other works. 'Tis a piry tha|; 
there was.^0 colleftioq piade qf them. H? died irj 
1691. 

BfiRGiER (Nicholas) had the title of Hiftoriographer 
of France-, but he is better known by his curious Hif- 
tory of the Highways in the Roman Empire -, furpaflcd, 
indeed, by our own ij^ beauty, but not in ufcfulnefs.. 
His fon compleated this ufeful work, and publilhed i? 
in the re'gn of Louis XIV. He died in 1623. 

Bernard (Mademoifelle), Authorefs of feveral the- 
atrical pieces, conjointly with the celebrated Bernard 
<ic Fpntenelle, whp wrote jilrppft the whple of Brutus, 
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It IS proper to obferve here, that the Allegorical Fail: 
of Ifnagination and Happinefs ^^^hxch has been imputed 
to her, was written by the Bifhop of Nlmcs LaParifierc, 
fucceflbr to Flechier. 

BfiRNARb (James), of Dauphiny, born m 1658. He 
was a man of great erudition, . His Journals aj?e in great 
cftecm. He died in Holland, in 171S. 

Bernier (Francis), fornamed the Mogul, born at 
Antwerp, in the year 1625. He was eight years Phyfi- 
cian to the Emperor of India. His travels arc curious. 
He wanted, in concert with Gaffendi, to revive, in parr, 
the Atomic fyftem of Epicurus; in which, certainly, 
he had good reafon on his fide ; for the feveral fpecies of 
Nature could not be lb uniformly reproduced the fame, 
if the conftituent principles of things were not invari- 
able. But the romance of . Defcartes then prevailed. 
He died a true Philofopher, in 1688. 

Abbe Le Beuf, born in 1687. One of the mod 
learned men in the wtole hiftory of France. H« 
fiiould have been employed by a Colbert, but he came 
too late. He died in 1750. 

Bignon (Jereniiah), born in 1590. He left behind 
him a greater name than his works intitled him to. 
The belt age for Literature was not yet arrived. The 
Parliament, to which he was Advocate-General, honour- 
ed his memory, with great jufticc. He died in 1656. 

BiLLAUT (Adam), known by the name of Master 
Adam, a carpenter of Nevefs. This Angular genius 
mull not be pafled by, who, without the lealt knowledge 
in literature, became a Poet in his Ihop. We cannot 
negleft citing here the following Rondeau^ which ha4 
more merit than many of thafe by Benfcrad^^ 

Pbnr te guerir de cette fciartiqiife^ 
Qui te rcti^nt comme im paralitiqut, 
Entre deux draps fans aucun mouvemcnt, 
Pren-moi deux brocs d'un iin jus de farment ; 
Puis li comna^nt or le met ^n pratique^ 
Frens-en deux dcigts, et bien cliauds les appliqQ« 
Sur repiderme ou la douleur te .pique ;. . 
£t lu boiras le rede promptenient. 
Pour te guerir. 

Sifr 
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. Sur cet^vis nt fois point; heretlque. 
Car je te fais un ierment autentique. 
Que (i tu crains ce doux medicament, 
.Tool Medecin pour ton foulagement, 
FeraPeifai de ce quM communique 
.Pouttegucrir. 

To cure my friend of bis fciatic, 
"Which long has held him paralytic. 
Between the fheets your limbs recline. 
And near you place a bowl * of wine j 
Which thus apply. Be fure a drop 
Upon the fufPring part you pop, 
And quaff the reft, oeforc you ftop, 
^ To cure my friend- 

Of this. prefcriptipn have np.fear; 
For as example makes all clear. 
That all your doubts may hence be ended, 
YourDoftor, from the firft, intended, 
IJimfelf to quaff the dofe commended 
To cure my friend. 

He had penfions from. Cardinal Richelieu, and from 
Gafton, brother to Louis XIII. and died in 1662. 

BoGHART (Samuel), born at Roufen in 1509. He was 
a Calvinift, and one of the belt (killed of any man in 
Europe in Languages and Hiftory. He was one of 
thofe who went to Sweden to iqftruft and admire Queen 
Chriflina. He died in 1667. 

BoiLEAU Despreaux (Nicholas), of the Academy^ 
born in the village of Crone, near Paris, in the year 
1636. . He firft ftudied 'at the Bar, and afterwards at 
the Sorbonne f ; but being difgufted with the chicanery 
of both, he delivered himfelf over intirely to his natural 
talents,- and, became the honour of France. His works 
have been fo often commented upon, and fo many of 
the minutiae in them have been taken notice of, that any 
thing which could be here faid, would be fuperfluous. 

\ 

• The French prefcnption fays /w^> ; but I thought one fufEcient. 
t The Sorbonne rs a fchoolin France, where tbofe who arc defign- 
ed for the Church, are fent to be hillru£ted in divinity. 

• ' * :,/ '. . One 
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One remark here, however, appears cflential ; which 
is,that welhould carefullydiftinguilh in his Poems what 
is merely proverbial, from what is worthy of being 
precept. His Maxims are noble, wife, and ufeful ; 
they are formed for men of fenfe and tafte, for. the bcft 
company. The Proverbs are only fit for the vulgar, 
and we know that the vulgar is to be met with in every 
rank of life. 

Pour paraitre honnete homme en eff(?t il faut Tetre. 
On me verra dormir a a branle de fa roue *. 
Chaque age a fon efprit, ies plaifirs, & fes mo^urs. 

Uefpnt n'eft point emu de ceqa'il pe croit pas. 

7^e vrai-peut quelquefois n'etre pas vraifemblable. 

To, appear a good man« in effed he muft be fo. 
They fliall fee me atleep on the wheel turning round ••» 
Each age has its wit, its pleafures, and manners. 
The mind is not moved by the things it believes not. 
The truth may not always appear the moft likely, 

r 

Thefe extrafts contain maxims worthy of pcrfons of 
fcnfe ; but for lines fueh as thefe, 

J'appelle un chat un chat, & Rolet un fripon. 
Va-t-en chercher ton pain decuiiine en cuifine. 
Quand je veux dire blanc, la quinteufe dit 4ioir. 
Aimez-vous la mufcade ? on en a mis partout. 
La raifon dit Virgiie, & la rime Quinaut f. 

Such phrafes better become the Canaille^ than the 
converfations of polite company. 

BoiLEAu (Giles), born at Paris, in 1631, and elder 
brother to the former. He has left us fome tranflations, , 
which have more merit than his vcrfes. He died in 1 669. 

Boix-EAu (James), another elder brother of-the famous 
Boileau Defpreaux, a Dodtor of the Sorbonne. He was 
a fort of heteroclite genius, and wrote fomc whimfical 
books ; as, the Hiftory of the Flagellants^ tbe Immodeft 
jiceouChmens^ the Haiits of the Priejts^ &c. He jdied 
in 17^6. 

• The wheel of Fortune. 

t Thefe extracls are left in their original, a« thefe :8 no-.tranflating 
proverbs literally. Thefe and the preceding quo^atioi s are^lldctached 
lines, 

• -BoiNDJiir 
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BoiNDiN (Nicholas), Treafurer of Fr^cc, ana 
Attorney-General of the Exchequer. He was a 
Member of the Academy of Belles -Lettres, and known 
.by his excellent refcarches upon the ancient theatres^ 
and 6n the Romah tribes. He wrote a lively Comedy, 
called Tifc Sea-pori. It was a fatirical criticifm. The 
Hiftoricaland jfanefeniftDidionary treats it as atheiftical. 
He never wrote any thing about religion. Then why 
infult the memory of a man whom the author^ ot that 
Di(5Vionary never knew ? He died in 1753. 
, BoisROBERT (Francis le Metel); more known by his 
favour with Cardinal Richclifeu, and by his fortune,, 
than by his merit. He compofed eighteen pieces for 
the Theatre, which were not well received by any but 
his« Patron. He died in 1662; 

BoiviN (John), born in Normandy, in the year 1633, 
brother to Louis Boivin, and like him alfo a good Com- 
mentator on the beauties of the Greek Authors. He 
died in 1726. 

L'Abbe. ou Bps. His Hijiory of the League ef 
Cambray is profound, political, and intcrefting. It 
flicws us the Cuftoms and the Manners of the 
Times, and is a perfeft model in its kindi All the 
Artifts read with inftrudlion his RefleSiiofis on Poetry^ 
Paintings and Mufic. It is the moft ufeful work that 
ever was publifhcd on thefc fubjc<as, in iny nation of 
Europe. There are but few errors in it, and a number 
of reflcftionsjuft, ncw^ and profound. It is not a me- 
thodical compofition, but the Author thinks, and makes 
his readers think. And yet he underftood not a note 
in mufic, never wrote a couplet in his life, and was not 
iftafter of. a fingle pifture in the world. But he had 
read, feen, heard, and rcflcfted much^ He died*ift 
1742. 

' Bossu (Rene le), born at Paris in 1731. A Re- 
gular Canon of St. Genevieve. He laboured to recon- 
cile Ariftotle with Defcartes, without knowing that 
neither one nor the other could ftarid the tcft. His 
Treaiife on the Epie Poem has great reputation, but 
it win npvcr.Biake a Poet. He died in 1680. 

. BossuEi' 
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BossuET (James Benignant), of Dijon, born in 1627, 
Bilhop of Condom, and afterwards of Meaux. He com- 
pofcrd fifty-one works; bin it is to his Funeral Oratictts^ 
and his Difcourfe upon Univerjal Hijiory^ that he is in- 
debted for his fame. 

It has been faid, and often repeated in print, fhlt 
this Bifhop lived a married life; and St. Hyacinth, 
known by the part he took in the pleafantry of Mata- 
nafiu5, has pafTed for his fon. But there never was thfe 
kaft proof of this (lory. A confiderable family in Pans^ 
which has produced perfons of merit, affirms that a pri- 
vate con.tra6l of marriage fiad pafied between Boffuet^ 
then Very young, and Mademoil'elle Dcs-Vieux; that 
ihis Lady had made the facrifice of her paflion and her 
condition in life, to the preferment which the eloquence 
of her lover was likely to elevate him to in the Church, 
and confeiited never to take advantage of the contraft, 
as it bad not been confirmed either by the rites, of the 
church or thofe of love; that Boffaet being thus fct 
free from a marriage connexion, entered into orders j 
and that after the death of this Prelate, it was this fame 
family that regulated the renewals of lealcs, and aM 
marri.ige-itcenfes in that diocefe. 

This Lady, f;y the family above*mentioned, never 
abufed the dangerous fecrct Ihe was in poffeflion of; 
but lived always upon terms of friendlhip with the 
Bifliop, in a difcrect and rcfprctabic union. He made 
her a prefent of as much money as purchafcd for her tht 
little eftate of Mauleon, five miles from Paris; wpon 
which Ihe aflumed the name of Mauleon, and lived 10 
the a^e of near a hundred. 

With regard to the good Prelate himfelf, it has been 
faid that he entertained fome philofophical fentiment's 
which did not exaftly fquarc with the tenets of theolo^; 
refembliftg a wife magiftrate, who, while afting according 
to the letter of the law in his public capacity, carries 
his private notions fometimes above ir, from a fupcrio^ 
ritv of und^rftanding. He died in 1 704V. . ' • 

Vol; J, 4 BoucHi'NV 
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BoucHENu DE VALBONrfAis ( John-Pctcr), bom. at 
Grenoble*, in 1651. He travelltd in his youth, an4 
happened to be on board a (hip in the Englilh fleet, at 
the lea-fight of Solebay. He was afterwards Firft Prc- 
fidcnt of the Council to the Counts of Dauphine. His 
memory is held in honour at Grenoble, for the good 
fervices he had rendered that City ; and in the literary 
world, for the merits of his erudition. His Memoirs of 
jpaupbine vftrt compofcd when he was blind, from 
notes he had taken from the books that were read to 
him upon that lubjefl:. He died in 1 730. 

BouDiER, author of fome natural and artlefs verfes. 
He made on his death- bed, at the age of eighty-fix^ 
the following Epitaph for himfelf : 

J' etais Poete, Hiftoricn ; 
£t maiatenant je ne fuis Hen. 

. As Hiflorian and Poet 1 once was well known, 
Tho^ now I am hothing, beneath this cold flon«. 

: BouHiER, Prefident of the Parliament of Dijon. 
H's learning has rendered him famous. He tranflated 
fome pieces of ancient Latin poetry into French verfc^ 
He faid they could never be otherwiie properly rendered; 
but his verfes fufficiently prove the difficulty of the at- 
tempt. 

BouHOURS (Dominick), a Jefuif, born at Paris, in 
1628. Both our language and our tafte have been much 
indebted to him. He has left: us fome good works, upon 
which fome good critidfms have .been made. Ex privatis 
edits refpublica crefcU-f. ^ ; 

' The Life of St, Ignatius Loyola, which he compofed, 
is not much efteemed, and" that of St. Francis Xavier 
abounds with' conxradiftions ; but his Remarks en 
J^nguagey and more particularly his Method of forming 

the Judgment' upon IVorks of Genixs^ will always be of 

_ I ■ ' » , » ♦• *' i -■ %...»/• . •' • , 

/ 

• A City of France in Dauphlny, / 

f.l leave thi& fentence as 1 fq^nd it^ but cannot perceive how it; 
applies in this place. Tranjlator^ 

2 fci;- 
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fervice to young ftudents who would Improve and dircdl 
their tafte in polite literature. 

In thcfe he has warned them to avoid all bombaft, far- 
fetched conceits, and the faux-brillant . If he judges 
rather fevcrely in fome places Taflb, and other Italian 
poets, he generally condemns thtm with good reafom 
His ftile is pure and agreeable. 

His little work of T^he Method vf forming the Judg- 
menfy &c, mortified the Italians extremely, and became 
a national quarrel, at laft. They were juitly apprehcn- 
five that the opinions of Bouhours, fupported by thofe 
(?f Boileau, would become the jus et norma. The 
Marquis Orfi, therefore, and fome other of their writers, 
pubiifhed three folio volumes in defence of fome verfes 
of Taflb. 

It may be remarked, that Father Bouhours may be 
thought to have no right to reprehend the falfe thoughts 
of the Italians ; he who had compared Ignatius Loyola 
to Casfar, and Francis Xavier to Alexander. But he 
was feldom g«il.ty of fuch abfurdities. 

BoujLLAup Ifmaej), of Loudun, born in 1605, well 
ftudied in hiftory and "the mathematics. He died in ^[694. 

The Count de Boulainvilliers, of the Houfe of 
Crouy, the beft Ikilled of any man in the kingdom in 
biftory, and the beft qualified to write that of France^ 
if he had not been rather too fyftematic. He ftiled the 
feudal Government ^ the malter-piece of human wit." 
He regretted the times, when the people bemg flavc$ 
of little tyrants, both ignorant and barbarous, had nei^ 
thcr induftry, commerce, or property •, and he thought 
that a number of chieftains, opprtffors of the people and 
enemies to monarchy, formed the moft pcrfcdjt GovernT 
ment*. >" 

Notwithftanding his fyftem, he was an excellent 
Citizen, as, irt fpitc of his filly confidence in judicial 
Aftrology, he was a perfeA philofopher j of that kind, 
atleaft, which fets but little value upon lifej and de- 
fpifes the article of death. His writings^ which how* 
ever one Ihould perufe with fome precaution, are pror 

""' ^ An Ariftocracy. 

d q, found. 
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found, and ufeful. At the end of his wprks they have 
printed a large traft, ** to render the King of Franco 
** more opulent than aU the S ^vcrcigns of Europe 
^* joined.** But *tis very evident that this fupplement had 
not the Count of Boulainviiliers for its author. Hq 
died about the year 1720. 

JSpuRDALOUE, born at Bruges^ in 1632, a Jcfuit. He 
was reckoned the bcft model of good preachers in 
Europe. He died in 1704. 

^ouRSAULT (Edmond), born in Burgundy, in 1638. 
His LiUers to Babeiy much cfteemed at rhit lime, arc 
fince become, like all the letters in that ft.le, an amufe- 
ment only for young country readers. His comedy of 
JEfop is yet in icprefentation. He died in 1701. 

BouRSEjs(Amable) born inAuvcrgncin 1606. He was 
Author of ftveral works of Politics and of Controverfy, 
Silhon and he are fufpefted to have been the authors of 
the pi^ce, intitled Tk^ Pcliical Tejtamenl^ attribute4 
to Card.nal Richelieu. He died in 1672, 

BouRsiER (Laurence), of the College of the Sorbonne, 
born in 1679, Author of the famous book Of the ^5lion 
of God upon bis Creatures^ or Of NaUtral Pr emotion. 
It is a work of profound realbning, ftrengthened by grea^ 
erudition, and written in a very eloquent ftilr. But th^ 
?ittachment to certain dogmas has deprived, this cele- 
brated compofnion of much of its folidity and force. 
The Author feems ip reftmbie a State Minifter, who, 
after eftablifhing general laws, would turn them aftcr-^ 
wards to ferve private intercfts. 

It is very difficult to conneft particular fyftems of 
grace with the yniverfal doftrineof the eternal and im-? 
mutable adlion of l^rpvidence over all its works. It 
muft be confeffed that there are only two hypotheies in 
philofophy, to explain th^ machinery of the world. 
Either God at firft ordained, and Nature has implicitly 
obeyed nhe eftablilhed order ever fince ; or God gives 
continually to tvtry thing, both its being, and its mo-. 
dification of cxiftence. A third fuppofition is ii^cxpli-? 
cable* 

u 
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tt is pompoully written in the new Didioniry, Hif- 
torical, Literary, Critical, and Janfenift, thaf Bourficr, 

like the eagle, rifcs into the (kies, and dips his pen 

in the bofom of God." This is a bold fieurej to 
make an Ink-horn of the Deity. This is. th? firft vme 
that he xvas ever compared to a bottle of ink; He died 
in 1747. 

Brebeuf (William J born in Normandy, in 1638. 
He is known by his tranflation of the Pharfalia; but it 
is not fo generally known that he wrote Thf Lucan 
Travfjiied. He died in 1661. 

Breteuil (Gabritrlle.Emilia)Marchionefs of Chlrelet, 
.born in 1706. She illuftrated Leibnitz, and tranflated 
and wrote comments upon Newton; a merit of littlfe 
cftecm at Court, but refpeftcd among all nations that 
value, thcmfclves on knowledge, and who have admired 
the depth of her undcrftanding, and the extent of her 
eloquence. 

Of all the women who have Ihone an ornament to 
France, this Lady pojGTefled the largeft portion of genius^ 
without ever afFcfting the leaft pre eminence. She died 
in 1749. 

Brie^ns (Henry-Auguftus de Lomenic de^ Secre- 
tary of State. He has left us his Memoirs. It might 
be ufeful if other Minifters would leave theirs behind 
them, provided they were fuch as have brcn lately 
dfgcfted under the name of the Duke of Sully. He 
died in 1666. 

Abbe DE Brueys, born in Languedoc^ in 1639; 
Ten volumes of controverfial writings which he has 
publilhed, would have kft his name in oblivion, if it 
vas^ot for the little Comedy of The Grumbler^ fupe- 
rior to all the farces of Molierc, and that of the 
Advocate Patelirtj an ancient monument of the true 
Gallic naivete, which he revived, and which will prc- 
ferve his memory as long as there remains a Theatre- 
ih France. 

Palaprat affifted him in both of thefe pleafant 
pcrformanccSi They are the only works of gcniu^ 

d 3 that 
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that two authors have ever compofed in concert *. He 
died in 1723. 

There is a very Angular faft to be met with 
in the Colleciion of Literary Anecdotes^ ^7S^j P"- 
blifhed by Durand, volume II. page 369, which* 
it may not be amifs to quote in this place. 1 he 
author's words are thefe : " The amours of Louis XIV. 
*' having been brought on the Englilh ftage, 
*' Louis XIV. in return, wpuld have thofe of Wil- 
" li^m III. reprcfcnted alfo. The Abbe Brueys was 
^•' direfted by M. de Torcy to write the piece; which, 
*' though approved of> was never performed." It 
is to be obfervcd, that this fame ColleSion of Anecdotes^ 
which is ftufFcd with fuch fort of tales, is printed with 
approbation . and privilege. But they never exhibited 
the amours of Louis XIV. on any London Theatre-, and 
it is well known that King William never had any 
miftrefs. But if he had, Louis XIV. was too much 
attached to the forms of decency, to give orders that his 
intrigues Ihould be made a public farce ; nor was 
M. de Torcy a man to be employed on fo filly a piece of 
bufiriefs. In fhort, the Abbe Brueys never did compofe 
fuch a ridiculous work as is here attributed to him. 
One cannot too often repeat,, that the greateft part of 
fuch Collections of Anecdotes, of the Anas^^ of the 
Secret Memoirs, &c. with which the prefs is generally 
fo loaded, are nothing more than compilations made 
at hazard by hackney-writers. 

La Bruyere (John), born at Dourd.an, in 1644* He 
certainly drew his CbaraSers from real anid known per- 
fons. His book has made many bad imitators. What 
he has faid towards the end againft the Atheifts, has 
its merit; but when he touches upon the fubjeft of the^ 
ology, he falls below even the 1 heologifls themfelves^ 
He died in 1^96. 



• Voltaire, it would fecm, had never heard of Beaumont ancT 
Fletcher, terhaps Shake/pearc had given hiin a furleic of the Englifli. 
drama- Trdnjflaior. 

Brumoy* 
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Brumoy, a Jefait. His Greek Theatre is reckoned 
the beft work of the kind that we have. He has 
proved by his poetry, that it was much eafier to 
tranflateand praife the Ancients, than to equal, by his 
own produdions, the great Moderns. It may, befides, 
be a reproach to him not to have been fenfible of the 
fuperiority of the French over the Greek Drama, 
and of the vaft difference there is between The Mi/an- 
thrope * and The Frogs f. 

Brum (Peter le) born at Aix, in 1661, of the Oratory. 

His critical work. Upon Superjiitious PraSlices^ is in re- 

queft; but he was a Phyfician who treats of very few 

• difeafcs, and was' always an Invalid himfelf. He died 

in 1729. ' 

BuFFiER (Claudius), a Jefuit. His Artificial Memory 
is very ufeful to thofe who would have the principal 
articles of hiftory always ready at hand. Verfc (I do , 
not mean poetry) was employed, at firft, for the fame 
purpofe ; which was to imprint in the memories of men 
the events which they would preferve the remembrance 
of. He died in 1737. 

BussY Rabutin (Roger, Count of), born in theNi- 
vernois, in 1618. He wrote with, purity. Both his 
works and* his misfortunes are well known. His 
Amours of the Gauh\ is deemed but a middling kind of ' 
performance, in which he imitated Petronius, but fell 
very Ihort of his original. The folly of the French was 
for a long time to imagine that all Europe was curious 

• A Comedy of Mollere. 

f Of Ariftophanes. 

X This was the caufe of his difgrace. The piece was not intended 
for the prefs, hot was prefented in manafcript co the King, who was 
fo difpleafed at it, that he fent the Author to the Bailile. BujQi Ra^ 
butin pretended that it had been altered and interpolated by mail* 
cious perfons, before it was delivered. He made great. interefl, and 
wrote many ingenious and Toothing addreifes to his Majl^, to obtain-^ 
his liberty, which he did at Ia(l ; but was then exiled to his own 
Cadle in the Country » where he remained until he died, without 
being able to get a rexniflinn of his fentence. His panegyric on 
Louis XlV. written in his banifhment, is a fiailhed. piece. It is to 
be met with in his Memoirs. Tritnflatfr. 

d 4 abQuc 



Ivi THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV/ 

^.bout their amours and gallantries. A number of pro- 
fligates, from this vanity, have written the hiftory of 
their intriguer, that were never read even by the cham- 
ber-maids of their Miftiefles. He died at Autun, 
10 1693^ , 

' The Chevalier de Catlly, who is known only linder 
the name oi Aaei!l)\ was attached to the Minifter Col- 
bert. The date of his birth, or his death, is not known. 
There is a colleftion of fome hundreds of his Epigrams, 
among which there are a number of bad ones, but a few 
that are pretty enough. He wrote naturally, but 
without any imagination in the expreflion. 

Calmet, a Benedidline, born in 1672. Nothing is ^ 
more ufeful than his compilaiion of refearches on the 
Bible. The fads are exaft, and the citations faithful. He 
does not think, himfelf ; but in bringing every thing to 
light, he affords good matter for refleftion. He died 

i^ ^757- 

Calprenede (Walter DE la), born at Cahors, about 

the year 1612. Gentleman in Ordinary to the King. 
It was he th^t firft gave a vogue to prolix romances. 
The merit of fuch compofitions confifted in the adven- 
tures, the contrivance of which was not deftitute of art, 
and which were not impoflible, though very improbable. 
Boiardo, Ariofto, and Taflb, on the contrary, have 
filled their epifc poems with fiftions quit<? out of nature. 
Bu); the charms of their [)oetry, the numberlefs beauties 
of the detail, their, charming allegories, thofe efpecially 
of Ariofto ; thefe circumftanccs, I fay, render their 
poems immortal i and the works of Calprenede, as >^ ell 
as others of the fame ftamp, are long fallen into con- 
tempt. Another thing too that has contributed to their 
fall, is the perfedlion to which our Theatre has rifen. 
There is more of ftntiment to be met with in our good 
Tragedies, and in our Operas, than there is in all thofe 
enormous ivolumes. Thefe fcntiments too are better ex- 
prefied, and a knowledge of the human heart more deeply 
invelligatcd in them ; fo that Racine and Quinaulr, 
who have in part imitated the ftile of the old romance, 
have reduced them to oblivion^ lafpeaking to the heart 
< * , ' a language 



\ 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV, Hi 

a language morejuft, more tender, and more' harmonN 
ous. He died in 1663. 

Campistron (John\ born at Touloufe, in 1656-, a 
pupil and imitator of Racine. The Duke of Vendomc, 
whofc Secretary he was, made his fortune, and Baron, 
the Comedian, a part of his reputation. There are af- 
fedling paflages in his pieces: they are, indeed, but 
weakly written-, but the fiile is pure ; and after him the 
language of our theatrical pieces was lb much neglcded, 
that it funk almoft into barbarity at lall. Boileau de- 
plored this corruption on his death-bed. He died in 1733. 
Du Cange (Charles du Frefne), born at Amien^, in 
1610^ His two Gtojfaries are ufeful for explaining 
all the cuftoms of the Lower Empire, and the fuccceding 
ages. We are aftcnilhed at the extent of his know- 
ledge, and of his labours. Such men deferve our eter- 
nal acknowledgments, after thole whofe wit and genius 
have adminiftercd to our pleafure. He was one of thofe 
to whom Louis XIV. was liberal. He died in 1688. 

Cassander, as well as Dacier, has rendered more 
fervice to the reputation of Ariftotle, than all the pre- 
tended philofophers together. He tranflated the Rhe- 
toric» as well as Dacier did the Poetics, of that famous 
Greek. Wc cannot but admire Ariftotle,' and t:x age 
of Alexander, when we fee that the preceptor of that 
. great man, howcverdccried in his natural philofcphy, was 
complctemafterof the principles of eloquence and poetry. 
Where is the natural philofopher of our days, who could 
inftru£t us how to compofe an oration, or a tragedy i 
CafTander lived and died in the extrcmeft poverty -, 
which was the fault, not of his talents, but of his in- 
t'radable charadler, which was ill-tempered and unfoci- 
able. Thofe who complain of fortune, may often 
blame themfelves for their lot. 

Cassini (John Dominick), born in the province of 
Nice, in 1625, and called to Paris by Colbert, in 1666. 
He was one of the greateft aftronomers of his time, but 
he commenced, like the others, with aftrology. As 
he was naturalized in France, rparried there, had 
children in the kingdom, and died in Paris, he has a 

3 . "S^^ 
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•fight to be' numbered among the French Writers. He 
has immortalized his name by his Meridian of St. Petro- 
nius, at Boulogne. It ferves to fhew the variations of 
the Earth's fwiftnefs, in its movement round the Sun, 
He'was the firft that Ihewcd by the parallax of Mars, 
that the Sun muft be at leaft. thirty- three millions of 
miles from our o;lobe. He foretold the courfe that the 
Comet of 1664, would take. He was the perfon that 
found out the five Satellites of Saturn. Huy gens had 
not perceived any more thsin one ; and this difcovery of 
Caffini was celebrated by a medal, in the Medallic Hif- 
tory of Louis XIV. He died in 17 12. 

Catrou, born in 1659. A Jefuit. He compofed, 
in conjunftion with Father Rouille, twenty* volumes of 
the Roman Hiftory. They endeavoured to invcftigate 
eloquence, but could not bring it to a precifion. He 
died in 1737. 

Du Cerceau (John Antony), born in J670. He was 
a Jeluit. There are among his French Poetry, which 
is but of a middling kind, fome natural and happy lines. 
He has blended with the refined language of his' own 
time the Marotic ftilc *, which enervates Poetry by its 
unhappy facility, and which impures the language of 
thefe times with obfolete words and expreflions. He 
died in 1730. 

Cerisi (Germain -Habert, ^c). He was the Auro- 
ra of good tafte, and of the eftablifhmentof the French 
Academy. H is metamorpbofis of the eyes ofPhsllis intoJiarSy 
was thought to be a chef d'oeuvre, but ceafed to be 
deemed fo, as foon as good authors appeared. He died 
in 1655. . 

LACHAMBRE(MarinGureau DE),born atMans in 1594. 
He was one of the firft Academicians, and died in 1669. 
He and his fon had fome reputation. 

Chantereau (Louis le Fcvre), born in 1588. A 
very learned man, and one of the firft who digefted the 
Hiftory of France ; but he has given fanftion to a great 

• The Doggerel, pr Hudibraftic meafure and manner of writing 
■vcrfes ; called Marotic^ from QUmeni Marot^ who firil introduced it iii 
France. Iranjlator. 

error 
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error in it, which is, that the hereditary fiefs did not 
commcnjce until after the sera of Hugh Capet. If there 
was only the example of Normandy, given, or rather 
extorted, on the title of an hereditary fief, in 912, that 
alone would be fufficient to deftroy the aflcrtion of 
Chantereau, which many fubfequent hiftorians have 
jQnnce adopted, upon his credit. It is moreover certain, 
that Charlemagne inftituted Fiefs with propriety 
in France, and that this form of Government was ufual 
before him, in Lombardy, ^nd in Germany, He died 
in 1658. 

Chapelain (John), born in 1595. Without La Pu- 
cdU^ (The Maid of Orleans) he would have cftablifhed 
a reputation in the literary world. This bad poem 
was worth more to him, than the Iliad was to Hortier, 
Chapelain was, however, ufeful from his karning. He 
correfted the firft verfes of Racine. He commenced 
with being the oracle of authors, and finiflied with be- 
ing their difgrace. He died in 1674. 

La Chapelle, Receiver General of Finances;, and 
author of fome Tragedies, which had fuccefs in their 
time. He was one of thofe who attempted to imitate 
Racine i for Racine formed, without dcfigning it, a 
fchool, like the great painters. He was a Raphael, but 
never made a Julio-Romano. However, his firft difciples 
wrote with fome purity of language; and'in the decadence 
which followed, we have fcen, even in our own tim<*s 
whole Tragedies, in which there are not a dozen verfes 
together without fome grofs fault. Obferve from 
what a height we arc fallen, and to what excefs we 
are arrived, after having had fuch excellent models ! 

Chapelle (ClaudiusTHuillier), natural fon to PHuil- 
lier, Maftcr of the Accompts. It is not true that he was 
the firft who made ufe of redoubled rhimes ; D* AflTouci 
had ufed them before him, and even with fome fucccls. 

Poarqaoi done, fexe au teint de rofe^ 

Quand la charite vous icnpofe. 

La loi d'aimer votre prochain ; 

Pouvez-vouz me hair fans caufe, 

Moi qui ne vous fis jamais rien ? 

Eh I pour mon honneur je vois blen, ' 

Qo'il faut vous faixequclqus chcfe, Scc^ 

Tell 
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Tcll.me, coy one, tell mc why, 
' Since the laws of charity 

Say yourfieighboursyoa fliould love. 
You to me remain fo fliy. 
Who do nought your hate to move ? 
Then an honour it muft prove, , 
To Jo /omit king fpcedily, &c. 

There arc a great many of thcfe redoubled rhimcs in 
Voiture* Chapellcfuccceded better than the reft, in this 
ftile, which poflefles both harmony and grace •, but in 
which he has often preferred a fterile abundance of 
rhime to the thought and the turn of expreffion. His 
voluptuous life, and his great modefty, contri- 
buted not a little ^o the recommendation of his little 
pieces. It is known that in his Voyage de Montpelliery 
there are a great many traits of ^achaumont, fon of the 
Prefident Lc Coigneux, one of the mod amiable men 
of his time. Chapelle was, befides, one of the bed pu- 
pils of Gaffendi. But one fliould properly diftinguilh 
the eulogiums which fo many men of letters have be- 
ftowed on Chapelle, and other fmall wits of his ftamp, 
froni the praifes due to fuperior geniufcs. — The charac- 
ter of Chapellci of Bachaumont, of Brouflin, and of all 
that fociety of theiV&r^/j *, was eafe, gaiety, and free- 
dom. We may judge of Chape^lle by this impromptu, 
which I Have never yet feen printed. He wrote it at 
table, juft after Boileau had recited an Epigram of his. 

Qu'avec plaifir de ton hatitflile, 
Je te vofs defcendre au quatrain j 
Et que je t^^pargnai de bile 
Et d'injures au genre humain, 
Quand renverfant ta cruche a Phaile^ 
Je ce mis le verre a la main. 

With pleafure, from your epic ftilcj 
I fee you condefccnd to trifle— 
And more to fpare your liver'« bilc^ 
And your fatiric rage to llifle, , 

~ I would fpill your lamps of oil^ 
And give you flafks of wine to rifte/ 

He died in 1686. 

• One of the quarters of Paris, fo called, "tranjlaten 

Chaiias; 
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Char AS, of the Academy of Sciences, the firft that 
wrote well upon Pharmacy; fotruc it is, that under Louis 
XIV, all the arts began to enlarge their fpheres. This 
Pharmacopolift travelling into Spain, was put into 
the' Inquifuion, on account of his being a Calvinift ; 
but a prompt abjuration -f, and the intercefiion of the 
Frencn Ambaffador, faved his life and liberty. He 
died in 1698. 

Chardin (John), borri at Paris, in 1643. No Tra- 
veller has left us more curious Memoirs, He died in 
JLondon, in 1713. 

Charl! VAL (John Faucon de ris). One of thofc 
who acquired a reputation from the delicacy of their wit^ 
without giving much to the prefs. The famous conver- 
fktion ot the Marfhal d'Hocquincourt and of Father 
Canayc, printed in the wo. ks of St, Evrem')nd, is Char- 
IcvaPs, all but the(hort (liffertation upon Janfenifm and 
Molsnifm, which St. tvremond has added. Theftileof 
the latter part isvcry difFercntfrom that of the beginning. 
, The late Monfieur dc Caumartin, Counfellor of State, 
was in poffcffion of the writings of Charleval, in the 
original manufcript. 1 here is an article in Moreri's 
Dictionary, which fays, ** that the Prefidcnt de Kis, 
♦* Nephew to Charleval, refufed topublifti the works of 
*' his Uncle, leit ihe name of an author might be look- 
♦*ed upon as' a blot in his Icurcheon, or a difgrace to 
" his family.'* One would be apt to fuppofc aperlon to 
be both of a mean fortune, and an abjedt fpint, to have 
conceived fuch an idea, in the age we are here fpeak- 
ing of; and it was in a Lawyer an inftance of pride be- 
coming only the times ot war and barbarilm, when learn- 
ing was abandoned intirely to the Gownj^ from a contempt 
both of one and the other. 

Charpentier (Francis), born at Paris, in 1620. An 
ufeful Academician. He has left us a tranQation of the 
Cyropadia. He was warmly of opinion that all the in- 
fcriptions on the public monuments of France, (hould 

•^ And this thp wretched Pricfts call making a Convert. . TranJIator. 
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be written in the native tongue. And indeed it is, in 
cfFeft, a fort of degradation of a language that is fpoken 
throughout all Europe, not to make ufe of it in its own 
country. It is in fome degree to difappoint the very end of 
fuch records, to compofc them in a language which above 
three-fourths of this very Public underftand not. Bc- 
fides, there is a fpecies of barbarifoi in latinizing French 
names; fo that pofterity may not perhaps beable to con- 
ceive what or who is meant by the expreflion. Surely 
the names of Rocroi and of Fontenoi have both a nobler 
found and better efFcd:, than thofe of Rocrofium and of 
Fonteniacum *. He died in 170I. 

La Chatre (Edmond Marquis dc) has left us his 
Memoirs, and died in 1645. 

. Chaulieu (W'illiam), born in Normandy, in 1639, 
known by his carclcfs poetry, and the bold and volup- 
tuous beauties which are to be met with in it. The 
greateft part of his writings breathe a fpirit of liberty, of 
pleafure, and of a philofophy above all prejudices. This 
was his charafter. He lived in luxury, but died with 
intrepidity, in 1720, 

• I do not agree with M, Voltaire io ihefe vain notions about his own 
language. Infcriptions are !)ot deiigned for the illiterate, and a 
fcholar will always be abl/e to underitand them, in Latin, which is a 
jfixed Ij^ngijage; while French being ever a fluftuating one, may hardi- 
ly be intelligible in diftant xras* The French of tjje fifteenth centu- 
ry, requires a glofTary and conftrudlion, now; but the Latin fpoken. 
before we ever began to reckon by centuries, remains word for wpr4 
the fame, at prefent, both in fenfe and fpelHng. Epitaphs, particu- 
larly, fhould be always written in Latin. We may fpcak of the liv- 
ing in a living language, but ihould celebrate the dea4 in a dead one, 
if we would have their names or charadlers furvive. Pert Lucas^ 
though a Frenchman, was not fo partial to his own language; for, in 
one of his Latin oratigns, fpeaking upon this fubjeft, he defends the 
ufe of Latin infcriptions, very ingeniouily, in the following words : 
Nonfe tanium dfmitt'tty mn eo u/que ahjicity ac fveluti profternit gloria^ ut 
nil pofellofe prlmum commUtat: amatiila nohilium et eruditorum per manus 
bine iji nee fjft eft y de/cendere ac prolabi gradatim, *• Glory does not fo 
quickly let itfelf down, or throw itfeJf away, and as it were humble 
iC5 head in the duft, as to deliver, itfelf without referve to the vqlgar, 
all at once. It loves firll to pafs through the hands of the noble and 
the learned, and thence, if fo it muil be, defcend or flide dovyn by 
pfenftble degree's." Tranf.ator. "' ' ' ' ' ' ■- 

. > The 
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The vcrfes of bis that are oftcneft quoted, are the 
piece intitlcd la Goute*^ which begins thus: 

Lc defiru£lear iinpitoyable • 

Dcs roarbres et de IVirain. 

The cruel deftroyer 
Of marble and brafs ; 

and theEpiftle upon Death, to the Marquis dc La Fare, 

Plusj'approche du tenne et moins je le redoute^ 
Sar dcs principes furs mon cfprit alFenni, 
Content, perufade, ne connait plus le doate ; 
De» fultcs de ma fin je n'ai jamais fremi. 
Exempt des prejuges j'affronte Timpofture 

Des Taincs fuperilicions ; 

Et me ris des preventions 
De ces faibles cfprits dont la trifle ccnfore 

Fait un crime a la nature 
Dc Tufagc deS Wens que lui fit fon autcur. 
The nearer to dying the lefs is my dread, 
In principles certain I flill put my truft. 
Content and convinced I ne'er trouble my head. 
For what ihall fucceed when l*m laid in the duft. 
From prqudice free, i defpift the impofture 

Of vain faperflitions, 

And fcornt the indidlions 
Df thofc feeble mortals whofe ignorant cenfure 

Makes it finful in nature. 
To tafte of the fweets deiigned for the creature. 

Another Epiftle to the fame perf6n,and which made more 
noife in the world, opens thus ; 

{'ai v^ de pres le Styx, j'ai v(i Ics Eumenides ; 
)eja venaient frapper mes oreilles timides, 
Les aifreux cris du chien de I'empire des morts ; 
Et les noirs vapeurs, et les brulans tranfports 
Allaient de ma raiibn offufquer la lumiere ; 
C'cft iorfque j*aifenti mon ame toute entiere 
Se ramenant en foi faire un dernier eiiort 
Pour braver les horreurs que Ton joint a la morf , 
Ma raifon m'a montrc, tant qu'elle a p{i paraitre. 
Que rien n'eft en effet de ce qui ne peut iStre ; ' 
Que ces fantomes vains font enfans de la peur 
Qu' une faible nourrice imprime en notre coeur, . 
Lorfque de loups-garoux, qu* elle-mcme elle penie, 
De demons et d'enfer eile endort notre enfance, 

^ I have not feen the poem; but from the lines, I fuppofe la Goute 
J[J€ans tU drop 9 according to the old adage of Gutta cavat lafidem,^ 
Tratf/htor^ . 
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The Styx Fve nearly feen, the Furies heard ; 

My timorous ears with th* howlings have been fcarej 

Of three-mouthed Cerberus, tt^at guards the dead i 

The clouds of fulphur, and the billows dread 

Of liquid fire, have given me fuch affright. 

As almofl had extinguifhcd reafon's light j 

Till found philofophy flew to my aid. 

And afked me. Why of phantoms {o afraid ? 

Then proved this truth, by demonftration clear. 

That what is nothing , nothing has to fear ; 

That all fuch .bug-bears arc from terror bred. 

Which filly nurfes cram into our head ; 

And with thofe fcarc-crows which themfclves have dreamed^ 

Our infant minds to cowardice are framed^ 

Thcfe pieces are not corrcft ; they are but ftatues of Mi-r* 
chad Angelo jufc fketch^d. The ftoicifm of thefe fenti- 
ments did 901 ftir up any perfccutioii againft him j for 
though an Abbe, be was but little koown among the 
Theologifts, and only lived in private in the fociety of 
a few friends. It was his bufinefs alone to put the finilh- 
ing hand to his own writings, but he would never talcQ 
the trouble of correding them. They have printed fe- 
veral infipid trifles of his, written and fpokcn in fociaj 
convcrfc, which the greed inefs of Editors had collcfted, 
and the bad tafte of the times had encouraged. The 
prefaces whic h ftand at the head of this coUeftion, are 
penned by certain obfcure pcrfons, who think it is to be 
good company themfelves, to repeat all the common- 
place convcrfations of thofe who are fo. 

Cheminais, a Jefuit. He was ftiled the Racine, 
and Bourdaloue the Corneille, of Preachers, 

Cheron (Elizabeth), born at Paris, in 1648, famous 
in mufic, in painting, and in poetry ; and more known 
under her own name than that of herhujfband, the Sieur 
Le Hay. She died in 1711, 

Chevreau (Urban), born at Loudun, in 1613. He 
was a man of fcnfe and genius, who had a good deal of 
reputatioiT, in his time. He died in 170 1. 
' Chifflet (John- James) born at Befanjon, in 1588* 
We have feveral diiquifitions of his. He died in 1660, 
There have b-cn feven writers of the fanjc name. 

. Chqi§i 
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Choisi (Francis de), born at Rouen, in 1644. He 
Was Envoy at Siam, and publifhed an account of it. 
He has cbmpofed feveral hiftories, a tfanflation oitbe 
Imitation <9/ Ci^rj/?, dedicated to Madame Maintenon, with' 
this motto, Concupifcet rex decdrem iuum^ and the Memoirs 
of the Countefs Dts Barres. This fame Couritefs Des 
Barres was himfelf. He habited himfelf, and lived, as' 
i woman -for feveral years; arid purchafed under the 
name of the Countefs Des Barres, an eftate near Tours. 
Thefe memoirs give an accbunt with great naivete of fe- 
veral intrigues he had under this dif^uife^ During this 
interval he wrote the hiftory of the Church. In his Me- 
tnoirs of the Court we meet withfoine things true, feme 
things falfe, and many things too much hazarded ; and 
the ftile it\ which they arc written is rather too fa- 
miliar, ' . 

Claude f John), born in Agenois, in 1619. Mini- 
ller of Charenton, the oracle of his party, and a worthy 
emulator of the Boffuets, the Arnolds, and the Nicolas. 
He compofcd fifteen works, which were read with avidi- 
ty while the difputes lafted. Moft polemical writings 
have but theiV feafon, while the Fables of La Fontaine, 
and the poems of Ariofto, will entertain our hteft pofte- 
rity. Five or fix ihoufand folios of controvcrfy are al- 
ready buried in oblivion. He died at the Hague in 

Le Coint^ (Charles), born at Troyes, in 1611. He 
^as'of the Oratory, His Ecclefi^ftical Annals^ printed 
at the Louvre by order of the King, are an ufeful monu- 
ment, or record. He died in 1681. 

Ccy-LET (Philibert), born at Dombes, in 1643. ^ ^^* 
vilian, and an independant man. He was excommuni- 
cated by the Archbilhop of Lyons on account of fomc 
parifh-difpute ; and he wrote againft excommunication* 
He reprobated the eftablifhmeht of monaReries, and all" 
religious houfes -, and, in his Treatife on Ufury^ he fup- 
ported warmly the ufage authorifed in Breff.^ (a Province 
of France) ot fubjediidg the {>rincipal to the bearing of 
Jntertfl-j in bonds ; a cuftom approved of in more ihaii 
the half of Europe, and pradifed in the reft by all ne^ 

Vql^ I, e gociatora 
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gociators of money, in fpiteof the law that excludes if^ 
He affirmed alfo, that the tythes paid to the clergy vrcrc^ 
not of right divine. He died in 1718. 

CoLOMiEz (Paul). The year of his birth is not known ^ 
and moft of his works begin now to be in the fame pre- 
dicament. However, they may afford Jbme amufcment 
to thofe who are fond of literary refearches. He died ia 
London, in 1692, 

CoMMiRE, a Jcfuit. He had a charader among thofe 
who vainly imagined they could write good Latin verfe, 
and thought foreigners might revive the Auguftan age^ 
in a language which they did not know even how to pro- 
nounce. 

In fiham ne Ugna feras •. 

CoNTi (Armand Prince of), brother to the Great 
Conde, defigned at firft for the Church, at a time when 
fuperftitious prejudices had ranked the dignity of a Car- 
dinal fuperior to that of a Prince of the Blood Royal in 
France. It was he who had /the misfortune to be Gene- 
raliflimo of the Fronde, againfl; the Court, and againfl: 
his brother too. He became-a devotee and a Janfenifl: 
afterwards. We have of his^ The Duties of the Great. 
He wrote alfo on Grace, againfl the Jefuit Des-Champs^ 
his old tutor. He wrote likewife againft plays ; but, 
perhaps he had better have written againft the civil wars. 
Cinna and Polyeuftcs were as ufeful and refpeftable in 
focicty, as the war of the gates -f was unjuft and ridicu- 
lous. 

CoRDEMOi (Gerald), born at Paris. We owe the clear- 
ing up the chaos of the two firft races of the Kiifgs of 
France to him ; and for this ufeful undertaking we^rc 
obliged to the Duke of Montaufier, who commanded 
him to write the hiftory of Charlemagne,, for the inftruc- 

♦ The Latin proverb is of the hme import with the Engllfh onev 
of ** Carry not your coair to Newcafffc : " But I don'l perceive th« 
juftnefa of its application here. TrcLtiJlatork 

f The civil war of the Fronde wns fo ca'led,becattfe the Parliament 
had iffued an arret to oblige all owners of Fortes CQcbersiy orgate-ways, 
to fupply a man for the Pairifian army. Ibid, 

3 tiOQ 
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t!On of Monfcrigneur. He found in the ancient authors 
nothing but abfurdities and contradiftions. The diffi- 
culty encouraged him, and he performed his tafk with 
fuccefs. He died in 1684, 

CoRNEiLLE (Peter), born at Rouen, in 1606* Thb* 
they exhibit only fix or feven pieces of thirty-three that 
he has <ompofed, he will ever be confidered as the father 
of the Theatre. He was the firft who roufed the genius 
of the nation ; and that ought to make atonement for 
about twenty of his plays, which are in many places 
nearly on a level with the worft we have, in the badnefs 
of the ftile, the coldnefs of the plot, ill placed andinfi- 
pidpaflions, and a heap of fine-fpun declamation, which 
is the very bane of Tragedy. But we ought to judge of a 
great man by his* finilhed, and not by his faulty pieces. 
It is faid that his tranflation of the Imitaticn of 
ChriJ}^ hdis pafled through two-and^thirty editions. It 
is as diffictilt to believe it, as it is to read it, once. Kc 
received fomc gratuity from the King in his laft illnefs» 
He died in 1684. It has beenaflerted, in fcveral of the 
collcftions of anecdotesj.that his place ufed to be watch- 
ed, whenever he went to the Theatre^ and that the au- 
dience rofe on his appearance, and clapped their hands* 
But, unluckily, the Public are not fo apt to render juf- 
tice i and the fadt is, that the King's Company of Come-?. 
dlans refufed to perform his lail pieces, and he was 
forced to give them to fome other troop* 

CoRNiiiLLE. (Thomas), born at Kouen, in 16255 a 
perfon who would have enjoyed a great reputation, if he 
had not had a brother. He has left us four-and-thirty 
dramatic compofitionS ; but died poor, in the year 1709. 

CousiNr (Louis), born at Paris, in 1 Sxy. He was Prefi- 
dent of the Mint. Nobody ever opened the fources of 
hiftory more than hel His tranflations of the Byzantine 
Colleftion, and of Eufebius of Caefarea, has put it into 
the power of all the world to judge between the true 
and falfe, and to perceive with what prejudices and 
party-fpirit hiftory has been almoft always written. The 
Republic of Letters owes him many obligations for a 
number of tranflations of the Greek hiftorians, which 

c 2 woul4 
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• * 

would have alone diftinguilhed his name. He died in 

^707- 

The Baron des Coutures tranflated Lucretius into 

profe," and wrote comments upoh it, about the middle . 

of the reign of Louis XIV. He was of the fame opi- 

n'on with that philofophcr •, about the greateftpart of 

the firft principles of things. He thought matter to be 

eternal, as indeed all the Ancients did. The Chriftian 

religion is the only one that ever combated this notion. 

Crebillon (JoUiot), born at Dijon^ in 1672. We 
are ignorant whether a certain attorney, whofe name 
was Prior, firft made him a poet, as it is faid in the 
Hiftorical Portative Diftionary, in four volumes. It is* 
rather more probable, that Nature had a greater hand 
in it, than the attorney. We yield as little faith 
to the anecdote told of his fon, in the fame work. 
We ca'nnot *be too diffident of all fuch little ftorics. 
Crebillon has a claim to be reckoned among the geniufes 
who reflefted a luftre upon the Age of Louis XIV. fince 
his Tragedy oi Rhadamijltis^ the beft of his pieces, was 
exhibited in 17 10. If Defpreaux, who died about that 
time, pronounced this Tragedy to be worfe than any of 
Pradon's, it muft be becaufe he had arrived at that age 
of life and difpofition of mind, when people become 
fcnfible only to the defeats, and infenfible to the beau- 
tics of a work. He died at the age of eighty-eight, in 
1762. 

Dacier (Andrew), bornatCaftres, in 1651. He was a 
Calvinift, as was alfo his wife ; but they both conformed 
to the Catholic religion together. He was Kfeeper of the 
Books of the King's Cabinet,' at Paris; an office that now 
fubfifts no longer. He was more a man of learning than 
a good writer ; but he was, and will ever remain, a very 
vfeful one, on account of his tranflations, and many of 
his notes. He died at the Louvre, in 1722. We owe 
to Madame Dacier, his wife, the tranflation of Homer; 
the mofl; faithful in the ftile, though it' wants fotce; 

* M. Voltaire feems >o confound the Phiiofopher and the Poet to- 
gether, here. Epicurus was the firft, or DcraocrituS before him ; 
Lucretius was the fecond only. Tranfator, 
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and the moft inftruftiVe in the notes, though they do 
not poflefs all that refinement of tafte that we could wilh. 
She was not fenfible, it has been o|3ferved, that what 
might have pleafed the Greeks in the barbarous ages 
of that people, and what was refpefted as ancient, in 
after-ages more enlightened, would have difgufted, if 
written in the times of Plato and Demofthenes. But, in 
fact, no woman ever rendered more fervice to the Re- 
public of Letters, than Ihe did ; and Madame Dacier is 
certainly one of the moft remarkable perfons of the 
Age of Louis XIV. 

D'Aguesseau (Henry-Francis), Chancellor, and the 
moft learned magiftrate that ever lived in France, being 
mafter of half the modern languages in Europe, bcfides 
the Latin, Greek, and a tolerable acquaintance with 
the Hebrew ; perfcftly read in hiftory, profoundly 
verfed in law, and, what is yet more uncommon, a man 
of eloquence. He was the firft at the bar who fpoke with 
force and purity at the fame time. Before his time, the 
pleaders ufed only to fpeak fentences. He conceived a 
projeft for reforming the law -, but he was only able to 
effcft four or five ufcful alterations. A fingle perfon was 
not capable of that exceflive labour which Louis XIV. 
had undertaken with the affiftance of a great number of 
magiftrates. He died in 1751. 

Danchet (Antony) has fucceeded, by the help of 
mufic, in fome operas, which are not quite fo bad as his 
tragedies. His prologue of the Secular Games, before 
Hefione, pafles for a good piece, and may be put in 
comparifon with that of Amadis. The following 
beautiful apoftrophe, imitated from Horace, has been 
prcferved, • 

Pere des faifons ct des jours, 
Fat naitre en c«s climats an fiecle memorable. 
PuifTe a fes ennemi? ce peuple redoatable 
£cre a jamais beureux, et iriompher coajours ! 
Nous avons a nos loix afTervi ]a vidoire ; 
Auili loin que tes feux nous portons nocre gloire. 
I^'ai dans tout Tunivers craindre aocre pouvoir^ 

Toi qui vols tout ce qui refpire» 

Soleil, puiiTcS'tu ne rien voir 

De fi puiflanc que cet empire ! 

\ ■ e 3 parent 
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Parent of feafons and of lights 

Bring back a memorable agc^^ 
And with that glory us bedight^ 

To fhine in the hiftoric page. 

O! let as be ruccefsfu] ftilf. 
And vidlory command at will. 

Far as thy piercing eye extends ^ 
That thou who all things in a day 
Can ft fupervifc, may 'ft not furvey 

An empire that our own tranfcends* 

It is in this Prologue that we find the (bnnet which 
the poet Rouffeau * fince took his hints from, iri 
compofing the too free couplets which caufcd his dif- 
grace. The original pieces of Danchet are, perhaps^ 
belter than the parodies of Rouffeau. The following U 
one of Danchet*s, that is bell remembered. 

-Que Tamant qui devient heureox 
En devienne encor plus fidelle i 
Que tonjours dans les themes noeuds 
II trouve une douceur nouvelle I 
Que les foupirs et les langucurs 
Puiflent feuls flechir les rigueurs 
De la beaute la plus fevere! 
Que I'amant Coroble de faveursg 
Sactie les goiiter ec les taire. 

May the lover who is bleft. 
The more conftant therefore prove« 
And poiTeftion be the beft 
Confervator of his love 1 
Be his pailion all the means 
XJkd to win ih* obdurate fair j — 
And the favours he obtains 
May he tafte, but not declare! 

Dancourt (Florent' Carton), an Advocate, born In 
i662,chofe to apply his labours totheftage, rather than 
the bar. What Regnard -f- was, in comparifon of Mo- 
iiere, in polite Gomedy, the comic Dancourt was in Farce. 
Many of his reprefentations, even at this time, draw full 

* Not the late John-James Rouflcau, but John-Baptift, hereafter 
mentioned in this catalogue. TrahJIator, 
t Mentioned hereafter, in this clafs, liid^ 
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houfes; they are lively, and the dialogue is natural. 
The number of. pieces written in this familiar ftile, is 
infinite ; but they are more accommodated to the tafte 
of the vulgar, than of more refined wits. But amufe- 
ment is one of the requifites of mankind, and this Ipecies 
of low comedy, which is eafily reprefented, is greedily 
devoured, both at Paris and in the Provinces,' by the 
multitude, who are not fufceptible of more refined plea- 
fures. He died in 1726. 

Danet (Peter), one of thofe labourers in literature, 
who. are more ufeful than famous. His DiSlionaries 
of the Latin Tongue and of Antiquities, are among the 
number of thofe memorable books compofed in ufum 
Delpbifiij for the inftruftion of the Dauphin, Monfeig- 
neur, and which, though they did not much improve 
the prince, were an advarntage to the literature of France. 
He died in 1709. 

Dangeau (^Louis, Abbe de), born in 1643, an ex- 
cellent Academician, who died in 1723. 

Daniel (Gabriel), a Jefuit, and Hiftoriographer of 
France, has redified the errors of Mezeray, in his account 
of the firft and fecond race of our kings. It is objefted to 
him that his didion is not always pure; that his ftile is 
too weak ; that he rarely interefts us ; that he wants de- 
fcriptionj that he has not made us fufficiently acquainted 
with the cuftoms, the manners, or the laws, of the 
times he treats of j and that his hiftory is only a tedious 
detail of military operations, in the account of which 
a writer of his profeffion muft often, and unavoidably, 
betray his ignorance. The Count de Boulainvilliers fays, 
in his Memoirjs upon the Government of France, that 
Daniel is chargeable with ten thoufand miftakes. This 
is a hard cenfure: but, luckily for him, the greater num- 
ber of thefe errors are of as little confequence as the . 
corrcflions that ftiould be put in their place. For what 
fignifies it whether it was the left or the right wing, 
that gave way at the battle of Montlheri ? Of what 
confequence is it through what paflage Louis le Grcs 
entered the ruins of Puifet ? A native ought to know by 
what ftcps the govern'nent of a count? y had changed its 

form ; 
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form ; what have been the rights, and what the ufurpa^ 
tions, of jthe different ftates ; what the operation of the 
ftates general, and what the true fpirit of the nation. 
Now the great defeft of Daniel is, either his not having 
been thoroughly informed of the rights or conftiiution 
of the nation, " or his having mifreprefentcd them. He 
has intirely omitted the celebrated ftates of 1355. He 
has not mentioned the Popes, nor even fpokeh of the 
great and good King Henry the Fourth, but like a Je- 
fuit. He has Ihewn no knowledge in the finances of 
the kingdom, nor of the interior, nor the manners of it. 
He pretends in his preface, and it has been repeated 
after him, that the firft aeras of the hiftory of France 
were more interefting than thofe of Rome, becaufe 
Clovis and Dagobert had more territory than Romulus 
and Tarquin. He happened not to be fenfible that the 
feeble beginnings of every thing that is great, en- 
gage the attention of men. We are pleafed to fee the 
fmall origin of a people, to whom France was only a 
province, and which extended its empire to the Elbe, 
the Euphrates, and the NigcT ; whereas it muft be 
confejGTed, that our hiftory, and that of the reft of 
Europe, from the fifth century of the Vulgar Mvsl to 
»the fifteenth, is but a chaos of barbarous aftions, per- 
formed by perfons of as barbarous names. ^ 

Dargone (Noel), born at Paris, in 1634, a Carthu- 
fian Friar of Gaillon. He was the only prieft of his 
order who ever cultivated literature. His MifceL 
lanies^ under the name of Vigneul de Marville^ are full 
of curious anecdotes, though not authentic. He 
died in 1704. 

DEscAkTj/s rRene), born in Touraine, in 1596, fon 
to a Counfellor of the Parliament of Britiany. He was 
the greateft Mathematician of his time, but the moft 
ignorant in the philofophy of nature, if compared with 
thofe who have appeared in the world fince. He pafTed 
almoft his whole life out of France, that he might be 
able to publifh his philofophy to the world without re- 
Jlraint, after the example of Salmafius f , who did the 

* Cotcmporary and fH^hd of DefcartfeSt 
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/ame. It has been aflertcd that he had an elder bro- 
dier, Counfellor of the Parliament of Brittany, who held 
him in contempt, and faid, that it was unworthy of the 
brother of a Counfellor to be a Mathematician. Hav- 
ing fought for repofe in the folitude- of Holland, 
he was difappointed. A perfon whofe name was Voetius, 
' and another called Shockius,two Piofeffors of thefchola- 
ftic jargon that was (till in vogue, commenced a profccu- 
tion againfl; him, upon the ridiculous charge of Atheifm, 
which all defpicable Doftors of Theology have ever 
urged againfl: the philofophers. In vain had Des* 
Cartes exerted his whole genius in collefting together 
a-ll the proofs of the Deity, and in attempting to fuper- 
•add new demonflirarions to the thefis ; his enemies, not- 
withltanding, compared him to Vanini, in print. Not 
jhat Vanini was an Atheift, for the contrary had been 
evinced ; but as he had been burnt at the ftake for 
fuch a fuppofed crime, they could not think of any 
comparifon more odious. Defcartes with much dif- 
ficulty obtained fome flight remiflion of his punifli- 
ihent, by the fentence of the Academy of Groningcn. 
His Meditations^ and his Difcourfe upon the Method^ &c. 
are ftill held in cfl:eem ; but all his Natural Philofophy 
is fallen to the ground, becaufe it wds neither founded 
upon geometry, nor upon experiment. He had for a 
Jong time fo great a reputation, that La Fontaine, who 
was truly ignorant, but an echo of the public voice, 
^aid of him, 

Defcartes ce morcel dont on eat fait un DieHy 

Dans les fiecles pafles^ et qui tient ]e milieu 

Enire I'hommc et I'efprit, comme entre Thuitre et rhomme 

Lf tient tel de no^ gens francbe bete de fomme* 

In former times Defcartes had beea 
Eiieemed a god ; as* piaccd between 
Spirit and man ^ as dunces dafs 
*Twixt the human and the bfeft mafs.* 

f Pope pays a more hyperbolical compliment to Newton, though 
)jc difgraccs it by the groffnefs of his fimilc. 

*f Superior beings, when of late they faw 

*' A mortal man explore all Nature's law, 

f* Admired fuch wifdom in an earihlj,ih<p<?i 

!f And ihcwed a Newton as we (hew an aPe.'* TranJIator, 
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The Abbe Genet, in the prcfent age, has givcn-himfelf 
tl^e idle troyble of putting the Phyfics of Defcartcs into 
French yprfe. It is only (iHce the year 1730, that they 
h^ve begun to recover themfelves in France from all 
the errors of this chimerical philofophy, when geometry 
and experimental philofophy have been better culti-- 
vated. The fate of Defcartes in phyfics, may be com- 
pared to that of Rpnfard in poetry. He died at Stock* 
holm, in 1650, 

DpsMARETs DE Saint-Sorlin ( John), bom at Paris, 
^n 1595* He took great pains with the Tragedy of 
MiramuSy of Cardinal Richelieu* His own Comedy, ©f 
^be Vifionaries^ was efteemed a maftcr-piece j but it was . 
becaufe Moliere had not yet appeared. He was Comp- . 
troUer-General of the Extraordinarics of the War Dc- 
partqient, and Secretary of the Marine of the Levant. 
Towards the latter end of his life he was more known 
by his fanaticifm, than his writings. He died in 1676. 

Destouches (Nericauc), after having compofed feve- 
ral Cpn^edies, was employed in the affairs of France^ 
at the Englifh Court i and having executed this employ 
with fuccefs, he returned, and wrote Comedies again, . 
W^ dp not, in his pieces^ meet with the ftrength and 
gaiety of Rcgnard, and ftill lefs the paintings of the 
h|Uman heart, that natural, that true pleafaotry, that 
excellent comic humour, for which the inimitable 
Moliere was dcfervedly celebrated •, but next to them he 
bore ibme reputation. He has written fome pieces 
which have had fuccefs, although the humoiir of them 
is rather fqmewhat ftrained. He has, however, "kept 
clear of that fpecies of Comedy which is of a languid 
nature ; and of that fort of domeftic Tragedy which 
is neither tragic nor comic, but a monfter born of the 
declining genius of authors and the exhaufted fpirit of 
the polite Age of Louis XIV. His Comedy of ^he 
Proud Man * is his bed performance, and will probably 
keep poffcflion of the Theatre, though the chara<5ter of 
, the principal is not well filled up •, but the reft of the 
iWiicters fceni to be maftcrly wr.tten, 

* Le Glorieux» 
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DoMAT, a famous civilian. His book on the Civil 
Law has a great characler. 

DovjAT (John), born at Touloufe, in 1639, a civi- 
lian, and a man of letters. He was the father of a child 
and a book, every year. The fame thing was faid of 
Tiraqueau. The Journal des Savans calJ^ him a Great 
Man. We fliould not be fo prodigal of fuch titles^ 
He died in 1688. 

Dubois (Gerard), born at Orleans, in 1629, of the 
Oratory. He wrote The Hiftory of the Church of Paris^. 
and died in 1696. 

DucHE, valet-de-chambrc to Louis XIV. compofed 
fomc Tragedies for the Court, on fubjefts taken from 
.the Scriptures, after the example of Racine ; but not 
with the fame fuccefs. The Opera of Ipbigenia in Tau* 
ris is his beft performance. It is in the great ftile, and* 
though only an opera, retraces -a juft idea of the beft 
Greek Tragedies. This tafte did not long fubfift; for 
foon after they defcended to the filly Ballets com- 
pofed of detached Adls, contrived 'merely to introduce 
dances; fo that even the Opera degenerated at the 
time when every thing elfe fell to decay. . Madame dc 
Maintenon raifed the fortune of this author, and re- 
commended him fo ftrongly to Monfieur Pontchartrain, 
Secretary of State, that the Minifter, concluding Ducho 
to be a perfon of feme confequence, thought proper to 
pay him a vifit -, while the then infignificant andobfcure 
Ducbe, feeing the Secretary of State call upon him^ 
concluded that he was con?e to prder him to the Baftille. 

Duchesne (Andrew) born in Toqraine, in 1584. He 
was Hiftoriographer to the King, and author of ^veral 
hiftories and genealogical difquifitions. He was called 
the Father of the Hiftory of France. He died in 1640. 

DuRFESNOY (Charles), born at Paris, in 161 1. He 
was both a Painter and a Poet, ^iis Poem on Paintings 
was well received by thofe who could relilh other Latin 
vcrfcs than thofc of the Auguftan period. ' He died 
in 1665. 

DuFRENY (Charles), born at Paris, in 1648. He 
pafled for a grandfon of Henry IV. and refembled him. 

Hj5 
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His father had been valetof the wardrobe to Lot is Xllf. 
and this fon was the fame to Louis XIV, who always 
countenanced him, notwithftanding the irregularities of 
his manners and conduft ; which, however, did not pre- 
fcrvc him from dying poon With a great (hare of wit, 
and more than one talent, he could never frame a re- 
gular work. He has left us a great many Comedies ; 
and there is hardly one of them which does not contain 
humorous, but Angular fcenes. He died in 1724. 

DuPLEix (Scipio de Condom), though born in 1569^, 
may be enumerated in the Age of Louis XIV. having 
lived uftder his reign. He was the firft hiftorian 
who quoted his authorities in the margin j a voucher 
abfolutely neceflary, except when one writes, the hiftory. 
of one's own times, or fpeaks of fafts generally known. 
His Hiftory of France is not preferved in libraries, at 
prefenr, becaufe fince his time there have been others 
better compiled, and better written. He died in 1661. 
• Esprit* (James), born at Beziers, in 161 1, author of 
a book, intitlcd. Of the Ealfenefs of Human Virtues^ which 
is nothing more than a commentary on the Duke of 
Rochefoucault's Maxims. The Chancellor Seguier, who 
had a tafte for his literature, procured^ him an appoint- 
ment of King's Council. He died in 1678. 
^ EsTR ADES (the Marfhal d*). His letters are as much 
cfteemed as thofe of Cardinal d'Oflat; and it is a pecu- 
liarity to be taken notice of in France, that the common 
i3ifpatches arc often excellent works. He died in 1686. 

The Marquis de la Fare, known by his Memoirs, 
and fevcral entertaining poems. His talent for poetry, 
however, did not Ihew itfelf 'till he was about fixty years 
of age *. It was Madame de Cay] us, one of the moft 
cha.rming women of her time, both for wit and beauty, 
who firft infpired his verfe -, and the piece he addreffcd ^ 
to her,' was, perhaps, the beft of his performances. 

• Tlicy tell a fimilar flory of the Count de BonarelJi. His firft poem 
was a Paftoral, which is reckoned equal cq Guarini*s Fajior Fido^ and 
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M'abandonnant an joor a la trlftefTr^ 
Sans efperance, et meme fans defirs, 
Je regrectais les feoiibles plaifirs 
Ddnt ]a douceur enchanta ma jeun«(n*. 
Sont-ils perdusy difais-je, fans retour ? 

£t n*es-tu pas crtieU amour! 

Toi que j*ai fait des mon enfaDce, 

Le maitre de mes plus beaux JQurs, 

D'cn laiiTer terminer le cours 

A I'cnnuycufe indifference ? 

Alors j' apper^us dans les airs 

L'enfant maitre de TuniverSy 

Qui pieio d*une joie inhumaine. 
Me dit* en fouriant, Tirfis, ne te plain plus* 

Je vais mettre fin a ta peine, 
Jc te promets un regard de Cajlus. 



O D E TO CUPID: 

A PARAPHRASE. 

■ 

OpprelTed with fadnefs, and to fpleen a prey. 
Without a hope, almoft without defires. 
How I regret the jeys long flown away. 
The grateful fuel to my yoathfui fires ! 

And are they gon« ! for ever gone ! I cried : 
Too cruel Love, recal them» or I die ; 
Thou who haft all that's worth of life fupplied. 
Thou mailer of my fong, and revelry. 

Blind God, prevent my tedious days to waftc 
In lifelefs yawns, or cold indifference; 
With art divine retrieve the minutes paft. 
Or fttffer not another to commence. 

Whilenthus I prayed, the Deity appeared. 
Cleaving with amorous fpeed the liquid air ; 
My gloom difperfes, every pnlfe was cheered. 
While the kind God did this behell declare : 

No longer, Thyrfis, thy fad fate deplore. 
No m«re a life of apathy npbraid ; 
Thy former feelings I again rcft^re. 
And Caylus fiiall confirm the grant I'tre made. 



He died in the year 1 7 1 J* 
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La Fayette ( Maria - Magdeleine de la Vergne^ 
Countefs deJ. Her Prince/s of CleveSy and her Zayde^ 
were the firft Romances in which the manners of polite 
life and natural events art defcribed with grace *. Be- 
fore her time, thefe fort of writings were compofed of 
improbable adventures, told in a bombaftic ftile. She 
died in 1693. 

Felibien (Andrew), born at Chartres, in 161 9. He 
was the firft who, in the infcriptions of the Hotel deVillc, 
gave Louis XIV. the epithet of Grandy or Greai. His 
Dialogues on the Lilies of the Paint ers^ is the work which 
has done him the moft hbnour. He is elegant, pro- 
found, and there is a tafte breathing throughout his* 
writings ; but he has faid too little in too many words, 
and writes intircly without method. He died in 1695. 
Fenelon (Francis de Salignac), Archbifhop of Cam- 
bray, was born in Perigord, in 1^51. He left behind 
him fifty-fix different works, all of which feem to be 
diftated by a foul of virtue { but his Telemachus in- 
fpires it. He was rairily attacked by Gueudeville, and 
by the Abbe Faidit. He died at Cambray, in 1715. 

Afrer the death of Fenelon, Louis XIV. threw into 
the fire all the manufcripts which the duke of BuVgundy 
had preferved of his preceptoi* -{-. Rarfifay, a pupil of 
this cclebrat'ed Archbifhop, wrote thefe words to me : 
" If he had been born in England, he would have un- 
folded his genius, and given it full fcope, without 
fearing for his principles, which nobo'dy knew." 
Ferrand, Counkllor of the Court of Aids, We 
have fome ptetty verfes of his. He rivalled JRouflcau 
in the epigram and the madrigal. I give you here % 
Ipecimen of the ftile in which Ferrand wrote. 

D'amoar et de melancolle^ 
Celemnus enfin confuixie, 
£q fontaine fuc transforme; 
£t qui boic de fes e<»ox, oublie 
Juiqu'au nom de Tobjec aitne. 

* Thefe were publiOied under the name of Mr. Segraii^ on w&om 
{he beftowed them. TranJIator. 
f He did not long furvivc this piece of facrilege. Hid. 
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Ponr mieax oublier Egerie, 
y.y coaras hier f ainement ; 
A force de changer ^'amaof^ 
L'infidele i'avoit tarie. 

With love atid melancholy waftrd, 
Celentnus to tf foont was toroed ^^ 
Whole waters by fond lovers tailed. 
No more in hopefol flames they barned. 
To care defpair^ I thither went, 
Egeria's coyoefs to defy. 
When lo ! behold the fad event ! 
Her forlMr fwaint had drank it dry* 

The critics obfcrve, that Ferrand has more of the natu- 
ral, of grace and delicacy, in his gallant pieces, and 
that Roufleau has more (irength and depth in his de« 
bauched ones. He died in 1720. 

Feuquierbs de Pas (the Marquis), born at Paris in 
164*. An Officer compleatly fkilkd in the art of war, 
and an excellent commentator^ though perhaps rather 
too fevcre, a critic. He died in 171 1. 

Le Fevre (Tanegui), born at Caen in 1615. A 
Calvinift, and a Profeflbr atSaumur*, defptfing thofe 
of his own fe£t, and yet living among them ; more a 
Philofopher than a Huguenot. He wrote as well in La- 
tin, as it is poQible to do in a dead language, and made. 
Greek verfes which deferved but fe»v rieaders. The 
greateft obligation for which the Republic of Letters is 
indebted to him, is his having given Madame Dacier 
to the Wbrld. He died in 1678.* 

Le Fevre (Anne), Madame Dacier. Born a Calvi- 
nift, at Saumur, in 1651, illuflrious for her literature. 
The Duke of Montaufier employed her upon one of 
the books named the Daupbin^s -f, for the inftruc- 
tion of Monfeigneur, the Dauphin. The Florus with 
Latin notes is her's ; and her tranflations of Terence and 
Hmer infure her immortal honour. The only defeat 

* This fame ftory of Celemnut I apprehend to be a fable of Coun* 
lellor Fcrrand's o^^n invention ; for neither the name, nor the meta- 
morpbofe, are taken notice of among Ovid's Memorabilia. Tranflntor. 

t Thofe editions of the ClafficS) 1 foppofe^ that are BQteA /« u/»m 
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. jfhe had, was the too enthufiaftic admiration fhe prcf^ 
fcffed for the authors flie tranflated. La Mbtte at- 
tacked her with wit, and (he anfwered him with eru- 
dition only. She died at the Louvre, in 172a. 

Flechier (Efprit),ofthe province of Avignon, born 
in 1632. He was Bifhop of Lavaur, and aftprwards 
of Nifmes; a poet both in French and Latin, a hifto- 
rian, and a preacher ; but mod remarkable for his elegant 
funeral orations. His ffijiory of Theodqfius was written 
for the inftruftion of Monfeigneur *. The Duke of 
Montaufier had engaged perfons of the greateft eru- 
dition in France to join their endeavours towards per- 
fecting his education. Flechier died in 17 10. 

Fleury (Claudius), born in 1640, was fub-preceptor* 
to the Duke of Burgundy, and Confeflbr to Lewis XV. 
his fon. He lived at Court in folitude and hard ftudy. 
His Hijicry of the Church is the beft work of the kind 
that was ever written ; and the preliminary difcourfcs 
are ftill more valuable than the hiftory. Thefe are phi- 
lofophic writings, but the hiftory is not of that ftamp. 
He died in 1723. 

La Fontaine (John), born at Chateau-Thierri, in 
1612 ; the moft artlefs of men, but admirable in 
his kind, although negligent and unequal. He was the 
only diftinguiflied man of his time who never fhared 
the bounty of Louis XIV. though he had a double claim 
to it, both on account of his genius and his poverty. In- 
the greateft part of his Fables he is infinitely fuperior 
to all who ever wrote befoce, or fince, his time, in any 
language whatfoever. In the Tales which he has imi- 
tated from Ariofto, he has not prefcrved all his elegance or 
his purity •, nor is he by any means fo good a painter ; 
and this is what Boileaudid not perceive in his differtation 
upon Joconde, becaufe Defpreaux did not well under- 
ftand Italian. But in his ilories drawn from Bocace, 
La Fontaine is much his fuperior, having more wit, 
elegance, and art. Boccace has no other merit but his 
Cmplicity, his perfpicuity, and the correftnefs of his 

• The Damphio. 

language* 
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language. He has perfefted. the Italian, and La Fon* 
taine has often corrupted the French. He died in 
1695, Pujpils, or at leaft their preceptors, fhould be 
warned to avoid confounding his natural beauties 
with his familiar, his low, his negligent, or his trivial 
manner of writing ; faults into which he too often 
fiJiks. He begins with fayihg to the Dauphin, in hi$ 
prologue,' 

Et fi de t'agreer je n'emporte le prix, 

J'aurais du moins Thonneur de Tavoir entrepris. 

tr driving to pleafe you, I meet with contempt. 
Yet furely there's hoooor in making th' attempt* 

r 

Nbw I cannot conceive what honour there is in not 
being able to pleafe. The thought is as falfe, as, the . 
txprcffion is faulty. 

Vous chantiec, j'en fais bien aifci 

Eh bien, danfez maiateaaoc. 

I 

! You've fung^ and T am pleafed with It* 

And now .you may go dance* 

How could a pifmire apply that common proverb to 
a graftioppcr ! 



•f 



Si j'apprenais I'Hebreu, les fciences, I'hiftoire, • •« . 
Toat cela c'eil la mer a boire. 

To learn Hebrew, the fciencet, biftory ! as fcon 
I might chink I could (up up the fea with a fpoon. 

We muft confefs that Phaedrus wrotewith a purity ' 
that had nothing of this vulgar ftile in it. 

Le giibier da Hon ce ne foDt point moineaux, ■ 

Mais beaux et bons faDgliers, daims ec cerfs bons et beaux* 

tin jouT iiir fes hauts pieds aHoit je ne fais oil. 

Le heron au long bee emmancbe d'un long cou ^ 

£c )e renard, qui a cent tours dans Ton fac, 

£t le chat| qui n'en a qu'undans Ton bilTac. 

VftL.I, f 
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. The lioQ wUh fparrowt ne'er fatiates Kii maWf 
Btft feails oa what venTon falls under hi) paw. 
One day the hern ftalking forth, with a long beak^ 
^hich like a knife't haft is joined to a long neck ; 
And fly Reynard that has many trick8 in his iaek. 
And the cat tba( has only one ihift to her back *• 

% • 

We {hould diftinguifli thefe negligences, thcfe puerili- 
ties, which abound in the above extrafts, from the greac 
beauties of this charming aqthor, which ftill exceed in a 
far greater number* What muft be the natural powers of 
natural verfe, whtn from this fole charm La Fontaine, 
with fuch imperfedions, has attained to a fame fo uni- 
verfal, and lo merited, without ever having invented 
any thing ! But then what applaufe (hould be given to 
thie Eaftern writers, who were the original inventors of 
thofe entertaining fables, which are read with plcafure 
thrpughout this habitable globe f ! 

• FoNTENELLE (Bcmard Bouvier de), born at Rouen, 
in 1658. He may, be confidered'as the moft univcrfal 
genius that the Age of Louis XIV. has produced. He 
may be compared to thofe lands which are fo happily 
fituated as to be able to produce all kinds of fruits. 
He was fcarcely twenty years old, when he wrote the 
•grcatcft part of the tragic Opera of Belkrophon^ and 
afterwards compofed the Opera of Thetis and Peleus^ 
in which he emulated Quinault, and which met with 
great fuccels. That of jEnms and Lavinm wa& not fo 
* well received. He once t ied his powers in Tragedy, 
and afliftcd Madamoifelle Bernard in fomc of her pieces. 
He v/rote two himfelf,oncof which was performed ini68o, 
but he never printed it. He was a long time reproached 

* There Is no cOnnpreheading a partial quotation, and the tcajor 
cannot expcd a tfanilation to be more intelligible than its original. 
But. the truth is, that tbefe lines are unconncdted, and only Telexed 
from difTerent pieces of La Fontaine^ as examples of the fault Voltaire 
vouid reprehend. The firll couplet is in Fable 12S; and the lall i& 
. altered from two Tines in Fable 182, where the fox fay»i 

' J*ai cent rufes au fac \ 
and the cat repliies, 

Je n*ai qu*un tcur dtinr mon hiffac, TranJIator*' 

; / t The Arabian Nights, Pcrfian Tales, &c» 

' witfr 
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^ith this negleftj but unjuftly; for he had the good 
fcnfe to difcover, that However cxtenfive his gcniiis . 
might be, hepoflefled not the talent for Tragedy by which 
Peter Corheille, his uncle, Was diftihguifhed; In 1686 
he wrote the allegory of Miro and Enegu^ by which he 
Ineant Rome and Geneva. This pleafantfy^ tob well 
known, joined to the Hijiory of th Oracles^ t-aifed a 
perfecutioit againit him. He afterwards fuftained ano- 
ther, though not fo dangerous, as it was only a literary 
one, for having declared, that, in many points, the Mo- 
derns excelled the Ancients. Racine arid Boileau, who, 
though they had an intertft ih Fontcnelle*s aflertion, 
affetSlcd to defpife it, excluded him from the Aca- 
demy for a long time. They wrote epigrams againft 
him, which he replied to in the farhe way^ and 
they continued ever after his enemies. H[e wrote many 
light pieces, in which, however, are difcernible that 
depth and acutenefs which difcover a man to be fupe- 
rior to his writings. In his verfes, and his Dialogues of 
the Dead^ the fpirit of Voiturc is difcernible, but more 
exteniivc and philofophic. His Plurality of fVcrlds was 
a lingular work, in its kind ; and he had the wit to ren- 
der the Oracles of Vandali^ an agreeable entertainment^ 
The delicate fubjefts touched upon in this book j raifed 
him up fome violent enemies, whofe malice, however^ 
he had the good fortune to efcape* He found ho^ 
dangerous it is to be in the right, in matters where men 
in power are in the wrong. H« turned his ftudies to- 
ward Geometry and Natural Philofophy, with the fam6 
eafe that he had cultivated the Belles-Lctcres \ and being 
chofen perpetual Secretary to the Academy of Sciences^ 
he adled »above forty years in this employ, with uni- 
Verfal applaufe. His Hijiory of the Academy often threw 
a ftriking light upon the moft obfcure merhoirs. Wt 
was the firft who introduced elegance, into the fciences ; 
and if fometimes he happened to ornament them too ; 
much, it was becaufe his ftilc refembled thofe luxuriant 
harvefts,' where flowers fpring naturally amidft the 
corn J. His Hijiory of the Academy of Sciences would 

* TkU fimtle vontaini amofl beautiful fMtnple cf poetical wit^ Trui;fi, 

f 2 hav<8 
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have proved as ufeful as it is well written, if it had bcert 
employed in giving an account of the truths difcover.- 
cd ; but it explains the opinions that were combated 
againft each other, the greateft part of which has been 
long fince refuted. The eulogiums he fpoke upon tfie 
Academicians who died, poffcfs the Angular merit of 
rendering the fciences themfelves more refpc6table, and 
their Author alfo. In vain did the Abbe Des Fontaines^ 
and others of the fame clals; attempt to obfcure his 
fame. It is the common fate of great men to have def- 
picable enemies. If he publifhed, late in life, fome in* 
different Cdmedies, and a defence of the Vortices of Des 
Cartes, one may pardon the firft on account of his old 
age, and excufe the latter from the confideration of tlie 
prejudices of his youth, when fuch opinions had taken 
poffeffion of his mind, in common with all the philofo- 
phers of Europe. In fine, he was regarded as the fiift 
of men, for the uncommon art of diffufmg a luftre and 
graces over the abftraft Iciences ; and he had great 
merit alfo, in all the other kinds of literature he engaged 
in. All thefe talents were fuilained by ^ perfeft know- 
ledge in languages and hiilory, and he was certainly fu- 
perior to all the geniufes of his time v/ho poflfcfied not 
the merit of invention. His Hijtory of the Oracles^ which 
.is only an abridgement, executed with difcretion and mo- 
deration, of the great hiftory of Vandalia, drew upon him 
enemies more violent than Racine or Boilcau, Some 
Jefuits, who had compiled the lives of the Saints, and 
who had the true fpirit of compilers, wrote in their 
manner againft the rational opinions of Vandalia and 
Fontenelle. The philofopher of Paris made no reply, 
but his friend, the learned Bafnage, a philofopher of Hol- 
land, anfwered them, and the Compilers nonfenfe was no 
longer read. Many years after this, the Jefuit Tellier, 
Confeffor of Louis XIV. that unhappy author of all thofe 
difputes which produced fo much ,cvil and fo much ri- 
dicule in France, impeached Fontenelle to Louis XIV. 
as an Atheift, and produced the allegory of Mero and 
Enegti^ before mentioned. Marc-Rene de Paulmi, Mar- 
quis of Argenfon, then Lieutenant of the Police, and 

' fmcc 
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jQnce Keeper of the Seals, qualhed the profecution that 
3vas ftirred up againft him ; a favour which the philofo- 
pber has fuily acknowledged,, in the eulogium he pro- 
nounced upon himinthe,Aqademyof Sciences This anec- 
dote is more qurious tkan all that has been faid by the 
Abbe Trubkt about Fonjenelle. He died on the 29th 
pf January 1757, at the age of near a hundred. 

FoRBiN (Claudius, Chevalier de), a Commodore in 
France, and Great Admiral to the King of Siam, He 
has left fome curious ihemoirs, which have been con- 
iradted, and give us an opportunity of judgijpg between 
him and Du Gue-Trouin. 

La Fosse (Antony), born in 1658. Manlius is his 
b«ft drapaatic piece. He di^d in 1708. 

Fraguier (Claudius)., born at -Paris in 1666. A 
man verfed in literature, and of a good tafte. He has 
put the Platonic philofophy into tolerable Latin vcrfe. 
jHe had better have tried to make good Frenqh verfc *^ 
There are fon)e excellent diflercations of his in the ufe- 
ful coUedion of the Academy of Bejlcs-Lettres, He 
died in 1728. 

FuRETiERE (Antony), born in 1620, famous for hi$ 
DiSiionar^^ ^d his, quarrels. He died in i688. 

Ga CON (Francis), bornatl^yons in 1667, inferted by 
Father Niceron in the catalogue of illuftrious men, 
though he h^d no other title to fame than his having 
written fome wretched fatires. He was principal compiler 
of the coljeftion of thofe grofs jeds intitlcd, Brivets 
de la Calot^ -f. Such poor coqceits took their rife in 
fome low focicty, who ftiled themfclves Le Regiment des 
Fous et de la Calote, They may be adapted to the ta(te of 
the vulgar, but perfons ot the leait refinement muft 
look upon theip wiph cpnternpt, as well as their authors, 

• Wc may again perceive the ftrpng prepoflefficn oar author had 
conceived for his native tongue. See ;he note upon the preceding ar- 
ticle of Char P£ntier. After fbch an inftance of the force ofprejud ice, 
I do not think that he had a right to ridicule the fuperftitions of 
priefts. Tranjlator, 

t This title cannot be tranflated into intelligible £ngliih» as both 
;hc nouns are ec^uivocal. Ibid. 

f 2 whcf 
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who can never be quoted, except to render their exanntples 
odious. Gacpn never wrote any thing but his fatire^ 
abovcmencioned, in very bad verfe, againft the beft author^ 
pf his time. Thofc who have done the fame in as bad 
profe, are evci) more defpifed than he. Such writers are 
iiot mentioned here, except to infpire the like difcuft 
againft thofe who fhould iniitate . them. He died in 
1725. • 

Galant (Antony), born in Picardy in 1646. He 
learned at Conltanrinople the oriental languages, and 
tranflatfcd a part of the Arabian Tales that are known 
under the title o{ AThoufaitdand One Nights^ and among 
which he has infcrted fome'picces of h:s own, This is 
pne of the books moft univerfally knoy^h in E\irojTe^ 
as being equally amufing to al| nations. He died in 

. Abbe Gallois (John), horn at Paris in 1632. Hq 
was a m^n of general knowledge, and the firft who un- 
dertook %hc Journal des Savans^ in concert with the Coun- 
fcllor-Clerk Sallo, who had concrived the original idea of 
this work, lie afterwards t^iught the mimftcr Coibei t a 
little Latin, who, nofwithftand ng his jpi^blic occupa- 
tions, endeavoured to fpare time to learn that language; 
He chiefly took his leflTons in his coach, travelling froni 
Vcrfailles to Paris. Th-s was tholight, and perhaps 
with reafpn, to have been with a view of his becoming 
Chancellor. It may heie be obferved, that the two per- 
fons in France who were the grj*atc ft patrons of letters, 
underftood not a word of J^atin •, Louis XIV. and Mon- 
fieur Colbert. It is reported that the Abbe Gallois uled 
fo fay, " Mr. Colbert would fonietimes behave in a fa- 
*^ m liar manner with me, but I kept him at a diftancQ 
-f * by my own rcfpeft." He died \r\ 1 707. 

Gassendi (Peter), born in Provence in 1592. He 
was the reviver of part of Epicurus's Phyficks. He 
thought that atoms and a vacuum were unavoidably 
necelTary. Newton and others have fince demonftrated 
what Gaflehdi had affirmed. Ha had lefs fame than 
Defcartes, becaufe he v/as more rational, and form- 
ed no fyftem; but he had the fame fate with Des- 

3 Cartes, 
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Cartes, in beingaccufed of Atheifm. Some people con- 
cluded, that wlioever admitted a vacuum, like Epicurus^ 
^enred a Qod, as well as he. -Afterthis manner calumniators 
nfually argue. Gaffcnd|i, in Provence, ^here they ^er« 
not jealous of him, was called the hfy prieft^ while th^ 
envious in Paris called him the Atbeift. It is true, in- 
deed, that he was a fceptic, and that, philofophy had 
taught him to doubt of every thing, except the cxiftence' 
of a Supreme Being. He had advanced, a. long tim^ 
before Locke, in a fahious letter of his to Defcartes, 
that we are totally jgnorant about the nature of the 
foul,/ and that God might fuperadd the faculty of think*. 
ing to naetter, another effence equally unkkown, an4 
continue it to all eternity. He died in 1656. 

Gedouin, Canon of the Holy Chapel in Parlt,*was the 

" author of an excellent tranflation of Quintilian, and of 

Paufanias. He had been entered in the Jefuits-CoUege 

at the age of fifteen, but quitted it when he arrived to 

years of difcrction. He was fo paifionate an admirer 

of the good authors of antiquity, that he would have us 

forgive them their religion, on account of their writings 

and their mythology. He difcovered in their fablc$ 

a natural ph^lofophy that was admirable, and moft 

ftriking emblems of the operations of the Divinity. 

He thought that the genius of all modern nations 

was become contradted, and that the higher poely and 

the nobler eloquence had difappcared in the world 

with the mythology of the Greeks, The poem of MiU 

ton appeared to him to bet barbarous compofition, di^* 

ted by a gloomy and difgufting fpirit of fanaticifm, in 

which the Devil keeps conftantly howling at the Mcffiah. 

He wrote four diflertations upon this fubjeA, that are 

very curious, which it has been faid will foon be pub-r 

lilhed. He died in 174+. A ftory has been told, in 

fome diftionaries, that Ninon de TEnclos had granted 

him a favour* at the age of fourfcore. In fuch a cafe, 

methinks, it might more juftly be faid, that he had 

granted one to her. But theilory is too ridiculous to infill 

upon. It was the Abbe Chateauntuf with whom Ninoi) 

f 4 oiiide 
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made ^R affignation, on the day that Ihe was exadlyf 
threcfcore. 

Le Gendre (Lewis), born afRoucn in 1655, has 
written yi Hijiory of France. To have executed fuch a 
work with approbation, it had beep neccffary for him 
to have had the pen and the liberty of the Prefident 
De Thop ; and even then it would have been very difEy 
cult to render the firft three centuries interefting. H^ 
died in 1733. 

Gen^st (Charles-Claudius), born in 1635, Almoner 
to the Duchefs of Orleans, was both a philofopher and 
a poet. His tragedy of Penelope' is ftill continued on 
the ftage^rtHJt it is the only Play of his that has been prc- 
ferved. This piece may be ranked with a heap of others 
that are wricten in a loofe and profaic ftile, and which 
the fituations alone carry through the repreientation. 
His laborious work Of 4be P.hilofophy of Des CcrteSy 
written in rhinae rather than in vcrfe, (hews his p^r 
tience more than his genius -, for he had nothing in com- 
mon with Lucretius, but to verfify a philofophy erro- 
neous in every article. He was one of thofe who par- 
took of the liberality of Loui^ XIV. fie died ip 

Abbe GiRARD,' of the Academy. His Synonimous 
DiSionary is very ufcful ; it will fubfift as long as our 
language, and help that tQ fubCft alfo. He died very 
old, in 1748. 

, GoDEAu(Antony),was one .of thofe that affifted towards 
the elfabliftiment of the ffiench Academy. A poef, 
orator, and hiftorian, Eyery one knows that for the 
feke of un jeu de mofs^ Cardinal Richelieu gave him 
the: bifhopnck of Grafie *, for putting the Benedicite 
into verle; His Ecclejiajiic/il Hifi&ry in profe was more 
cftcemed than his poem on the Calendars of tfie Church. 
He deceived himfdf in imagining he was able to equal 
the F^Jii of Oyid^, Neither his iubjcft nor his genius 

* I never heard tlicftory. but fuppofe that M. Gode^a was a fdt mjihi 
and fo he gave him a fat biihopricki as the name of it fignifies, A 
boj conceit ! Tranjlatdr. i 
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Ulcere capable qf it. It is a gri^t miftake to think thar 
Chrittian ftories can' admit of poetry, as well as thofe qf 
f he Pagans, whofe mythology, as charniing as falfc, ani- 
fnates all nature. He died in 1672. 

GoDEFROY (Theodore), ion to Denis Godefroy, aPa^ 
rifian, born at Geneva in 1580. He was a learned man, 
^nd hiftoriographer pf France under Louis XIII, and 
Louis XIV, He was partioujarly exaft about titles 
•^nd ceremonials. He died in 1^49. I:Iis father Denis 
has rendered his name immortal by his immenfe. labour 
14 thjC Corpusi Juris Civilis. 

Godefroy (Pcnis), fon to the former, was born at 
<I*aris in 1615. He was hiftoriographer of France, as 
.well as his^facher, and died in 168 !• All this family 
liave been illuftrious in literature. 

GoMB^AULD (John Ogier dc), though born under 
Charles IX, lived a long time lender Louis XIV. and wrote 
ieveral good epigrams, which are ftilL remembered and 
repeated. He died in 1666. 

GoMBERViLLE (Martin), born at Paris in 1600, one 
pf the firft Academicians. He wrote fome voluminous 
romances before the sera of good tafte, and his famecon- 
fcquently did not long outlive him. He died in 1674. 

GoNDi(John-Francis),Cardinal de Retz, bornin 1613, 
who lived a Cataline in his youth, and an Atcicus in his 
latter years. Many paflages in his memoirs arc worthy 
pf S^lluftj but the whole is not equal. He died in 
1679. ' ^ / 

GouRviLt?, valet-de-chambre to the Duke of Roche- 
fpucault, became afterwards his friend, as well as that of 
the Great Conde. • He was at the fame time hung in 
effigy at Paris, aqd Envoy from the King in Germany. 
He was afferwai:ds defigned to fuccecd the great Col- 
l)ert in the miniftry. We have the memoirs of his life 
written by himfelf with great naivete, and in which he 
Ipeaks of his t)irth and fortune with perfect indifference. 
There are |bme true and cuiioqs anecdotes given in this 
yrork. 

Le Grand (Joachim), born in Normandy in 1653* a 
jbupiUoFathijrLcCointe. He was the ifioft profoundly 
* * . vcrfcd 
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▼crTed in hiftory, of any man of his timt. He died irt 

1732, 

Grecour, Canon of Tours. His poem of Pbiktanus 
had prodigious fucCefs. The merit of thefc kind of 
works lies chiefly in the lueky choice of the fubjedV, 
and in the malignity of the human heart. However, 
there arc fomc good lines in this piece. The begin- 
ning of it is happy enough ; but the reft of it falls 
off. The Devil tlocs not fpeak there fo pleafantly 
as the author defigned him to do;'the ftile is low^ 
uniform, without dialogue, without grace, without arr, 
without purity of difkton, and without imagination in 
the expreffion. In fhort, it is only a fatirical hiltory of the 
Bull Unigcnitus in doggerel vcrfe, in which there aro 
•fome lines that are entertaining enough. 

GuEftET (Gabriel); born at Paris in 1 641,, known in 
his time by his Parnajfus Reformtd^ and by his War of 
the Authors. He hatTfomc tafte ; but his difcourfe. 
Whether the Empire of Eloquence he not greater than that 
tfLcve^ did not prove him to poffefs much of the for- 
.mer. He wrote the Journal au Paliis conjointly with 
Bkmdeau. This Journal du Palais is a col led ion of 
the arrets, fentences, or decrees, of the Parliaments of 
France; judgments or determinations often different in 
fimilar cafes. Nothing can fhew how much the law wants 
reformation, as the neceffity the Judges are reduced 
fo of referring . to former decifions. He died in 

DuGiTET (James Jofeph^, born in Fores in 1^49, one 
of the beft writers among the Janfcnifts. His book on 
the Education of a Kingy was not written for the King of 
Sardinia, as has been faid, and was finiftied by another 
band. The ft le of Du Guct is formed upon, that of the 
good writers of Port-Royal. He might, as well a$ 
they, have rendered great fcrvice to letters ; and three 
volumes upon twenty- five chapters of Ifaiah, fufficiently 
prove that he was no tnifer either of his time or pen. 
He died in 1733^. 

Dv GtJE-TRouiN, from a captain of a nierchant-fhip, 
became lieutenant-general gf th? naval forces of France. 

He 
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was a very great man in his profcflion, and hai 
left fomc memoirs behind him, written in the ftile cf a 
foldier, and proper to excite emulation among his 
.countrymen. 

Du Halde, 9 Jefuitj who» though he had never 
ftirrcd out of Paris, and neverfaw aChinefc, has given, 
in an extrflft taken from thc^Mcmoirs of the Miffion- 
aries, the moft ami:)ie and the belt defcription of the 
Empire of China jthat is extant. H« died in 1743. 

1 he infatiable curiofity that we have for an intimate 
knowledge of the religion, the laws, and the manners of 
the Chinefe, is not yet facisfied. A citizen of Middle- 
burgh, named Hudde^ who was very rich, prompted 

• merely by this curiofity, took a voyage to China, about 
the year 1700. - He fpent great part of his fortune in 
informing himfelf of every thing. He made himfelf fo 
perfeft a mafter of the language, that he pafffd for one 
of their own natives. Happily for him, the form and 
caft of hrs features did not betray him. In fhort, he 
pontrived to arrive at the rank of a Mandarin, and ti'a- 

• veiled through all the provinces in this quality, and 
then returned to Europe with a colleftion of thirty years 
dbfervations, which were fwallowed up in afhipwreckj 
?nd this was, perhaps, the greateft lofs that the Re- 
public of Letters could well have fuftained. 

Du Ham EL (John-Baptift), of Normandy, was born 
in 1 624. He was Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, 
Though a philofopher, he was alfo a theologian. Phi- 
|ofophy being perfected fince his time, has deftroyed hi$ 
writings; but his name has ftill furvived. He died 
in 1706. 

. The Count d* Hamilton (Antony), born at Caen. 
We have fome pretty pieces of poetry of his ; and he is 
th^ firft perfon who wrote romances in a pleafing ftile, 
without finking into the burlefqu^ of Scarron. His 
Memoirs of the Count de Grammont is, of all the books 
extant, that wherein the moft trivial matters are fet off 
jn a ftile the moft gay, the moft lively, and the moft 
agreeable. It is the model of a fprightly converfation, 
jiigrp than thepsittern of ^ book, inis hero has hardly 

any 
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any other part in thefe memoirs, than that qf cheating 
his friends at pl^y, being robbed by his valft-de-chambre, 
or faying fome pretended f^ofis m^ts upon the adven- 
tures of others. 

Hardquin (John), a Jcfuit, profound in hiftory, but 
chimerical in his opinions. " One fhould aik^" fays 
Montagne, *' not who is thp mojl knowing, but who 
•' is the beft knowing.'^ Hardouin carried his whimfie? 
fo far, as to pretend that the Eneid and the Odes of 
Horace were vvritten.by fome Monks of the thirteenth 
century. ,He , imagined, tfiat by Mneas was ipcant 
^efus thrifts and that Lalage^ the Miftfefs of Horace, 
was the Chriftian religion *. 

The fame kind of difcernment which made Fathei? • 
Hardouin difjpover the Mefliah in the iEneid, enabled 
him to detefl: Atheifm in the FathersThomaffin, Quefnel, 
and Malebranchc; in Arnold, in Nicola, and Fafcal. 
His folly blunted the fling of his ragej bu; all thofe- 
who raife the clamour of Atheifm againft men who f)re-r 
fume to make ufe of their reafon, arc not deemecj 
fools, and are therefore often dangerous. We havg 
fomctimcs feen men abufing the office of their miniftry, 
in employing thofe arms, againft which there is no fhield, 
to deftroy without redemption perfons efteemed by 
Princes, not fufficiently inftrufted we are to fuppofe. 

Hecquet, a Phyfician, in 1722, publifhed the ra- 
tional fyftem of trituration^ >an ingeniqus hypothefis, 
which, however, does not explain how the digeftion is 
performed in the ftomach. Other phyficians have adde4 
ihe gaftric juices to it, and the heat of the yifcera. But 
none of them have been able to difcover the rea| 
lee ret ot Nature, which conceals itfelf throughout all its 
operations. 

Helvetius, a famous Phyfician, whp has written 
extremely well upon the animal oeconomy, and on the 

• How came this myftic Theologift to fix upon Lalage, as the type 
of the Chriftian Church, in preference to Pyrrha, Lydia, Gratidia, 
Tyndaris, Glycera, Chloe, Barina, &c. ? That infidel Horace had 
Millrefies enough for all the religions that Alexander Rofs has 
enumerated- Tranjlatcr. - 

I fever, 
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feVef. He died about the year 1750. He was the fa- 
ther of a true philofopher, who refigned his poft of 
Farmer-General to be at leifurc to cultivate literature, 
and who fhared the'common fate of many philofophers ; 
that of being perfecu ted for a book, and for his virtue*. 
'Hekault, known by the fonnet of "Tbs Abortive^ as 
well as- by other ingenious pieces; and who would havd 
obtained great reputation, if the firft three Cantos of his 
tranflation oi Lucretius^ which were loft, had been pre- 
ferred, and had been written as well as what remaihs of 
it. He died ^n 1682. 

Pofteriry fhould be cautioned not to confound thiS 
man with a perfon of the fame name, but of fuperior 
merit, to whom we are indebted for the moft concife 
and the beft hiftory of France we have; and perhaps his 
is the only manner in which all large hiftories Ihould be 
written. For the multiplicity of fadls, and of writings, 
are become fo numerous, that we muft be obliged foon to 
reduce them to extrafts and to dictionaries. But it will 
be difficult to imitate the author of The- Chronological 
Abridgment^ and to inveftigate fo many things, in 
appearing only to (kim them over. 

Henault, Pre fi dene of the Inquefts of the Parlia- 
ment, Superintendant of the Queen's Houfehold, and a 
Member of the French Academy, was born at Paris, 
about the year 1686. We have already fpoken of his 
ufeful book of the abridgement of the hiftory of France. 
The laborious rcfearches which fuch a work muft have 
engaged him in, did not prevent his facrificing to the 
Graces; and he was one of the few men of learning who 
joined to the pains of ftudy the talents requifite for focial 
life, wjaich are not to be acquired. He wa?, in hiftory^ 
what Fontenelle was in philofophy; he rendered it fa- 
miliar. We have, therefore, rendered to him, as well 
as to Fontenelle, juftice during his life-f. 

Herbelot (Bartholomew), born at Paris, in 1625; 
the firft among the French who was (killed in the oriental 

* He died in 1771, in the 57th year of his age. Tranjlator. 
t M. Voltaire fecms to have forgot himfelf ber-, for he menttonf 
FoQteaelle^s death, at the end of his eacomiuixi : More en I'JSZ* iH^* 
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languages and hiftories. He was taken little i^otice of,- 
at ftrft, in his own country; but being received by the 
Great Duke of Tufcany, Ferdinand II. with a diftinc- 
tion that taught France to know his nieritj he was in- 
vited back, and encouraged by Colbert, who was indeed 
an univerfal patron. His Oriental Library is a work as 
curious as profound. He died in 1695. 

Hermant (Godfrey), born at Beauvois, in 1617- 
He wrote nothing but polemical works^ which died 
away along with the difpute. He died in 169a. 

Herm ANT (John), author of The Hiftcry of the Councils^ 
of The Religious Orders^ and of The Herejies of the Church. 
This laft, tne Hiftory of Herefies, is not fo well written 
as that or Mr. Pluquct. . 

La Hire (Philip), born at Paris, in 1640, the fon of 
a good painter. He was a great Matbematician,^ and 
contributed, much to the famous Meridian of Fr«(nce. 
He died in 1718. 

L*HospiTAL (Francis Marquis de) born in 1662 i 
He was the firft who wrote in France on the calculations 
invented by Newton, which he (tiled Infinitejimals^ the 
infinite fries. This was at that time a prodigy. He 
died in 1704. 

D'HosiER (Peter), born at Marfeillcs, in 1592, the 
fon of a Lawyer. He was the firft who unravelled 
genealogies, and reduced them to a fcience. Louis XI iL 
made him Gentleman-Servant, Maitre d'Hotel, and 
Gentleman in Ordinary of his Bedchamber. Louis XIV. 
gave him a commiflion of Counfellor of State. In truth, 
great men have been often lefs rewarded. Their labours 
were not fo nccefliry to human vanity. He died in 
1660. 

Des Houlieres (Antoniette de la Gai:dc) was, of 
all the women in France who addifted ihemfclves to 
poetry, the one who fuceeded the beft, if we may judge 
by the fopcrior number of her verfes which has been pre-* 
ferved. It is a pity that (he was author of the ill-natured 
fonntt again ft the admirable Pi<:?i/r^ of -Ratine. Thi^ 
piece was well received by the public, only becaufe it 
was faiirical. Is it not enough for women to be jealous 

in 
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in- love? Muft they be fo» likcwifc, in literatare? An 
envious female refembtes Medufa *^ a beautiful womao 
turned toamonfler. She died in 1694. 
; HuET (Peter-Daniel), bom at Caen, in 1630. A 
man of univerfal knowledge, and who preferved the 
fame ardour for ftudy to the age of ninety-one. He 
was firft invited to Stockholm by Chriftina, Queen of 
Sweden, and was afterwards ieleded among thoTe illuC- 
trious men to whom the education of the Dauphin was 
intrufted. Never had Prince fuch excellent preceptors. 
Huct became a Priefl: at forty years of age, and was 
promoted to the Bifhopric of Avranches ; which he.aftcr- 
wards refigned, that he might retire from the world, and 
deliver himfelf up wholly to, his ftudies in his retreat. 

Of all his works. The Commerce and Navigation of tbt 
Ancients^ and The Origin of Romances^ are moft efteem- 
ed. His Treatife on the Weakneft of the human Soul^ made 
a great noiie, and feemed to contradict his Evangelical 
Demonjiraiion. He d ied in 1 7 2 1 . 

jACQyELOT (Ifaac), born in Champagne, in 1647, a 
Calvinilt, Minifter at the Hague, and afterwards at 
Berlin. He wrote feme works upon religion. He 
died in 1708. 

JoLi (Guy), Counfellor to the ChSteler, and Secre- 
tary to Cardinal de Recz. He has left us his MenKiirs^ 
which are, compared with tbofe of the Cardinal, what 
the Man is to the Mailer. But he had fome curious 
particularities in his charader. 

JouvENCY ( Jofcph), a Jefuit, born at Paris, in 164J. 
He was one who had the obfcure merit of being able 
to wr;te in Latin as well as it is poffible to do ia 
modern times. His book intitled De Ratione Difcendi e$ 
Docendi^ Of the Method of Learning and Teachings is one 
of the beft that we have of this kind, fince Quintilian^ 
and the leaft known. He publilhed at Rome, in 1710^ 
a part of the hiftory of his own Order. He wrote like 
a Jefuit, and like a. man wJio had been at Rome 



* M. Volcaire adds Scylla to tlie compariibii^ but one image {§ 

•iiottgh for a fii»il«^ Tranjlatwf^ 

The 
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The Parliament of Pari5i, which thought quite difie- 
fently both of Rome and of the Jefuits, condemncc* 
his book, in which FitherGuignard was jtjftified, whd 
had been dondemned to be hanged by this Parlia- 
ftient, for the aflaflination attempted orl the perfon of 
Henry IV. by the novice Chatcl. 

It is very true that Guignard was not an accomplice^ 
and that his fentence was extended to-the rigour, of the law ; 
but it is not lefs true, that this rigour was neceflary irt 
thofe unhappy times, when one part of Europe^ blinded 
by a horrid fahaticifm, corifidered it as a pioUs act to porig- 
nard the beft of kings, and the btift of men; He died 
in 1716. 

Labbe (Philip), born at,BourgeSi in 1607. A JefuitJ 
He has rendered great fcrvices to hiftory. He left be- 
hind him feveftry-fix works * He^ied in 1667. 

La LABOiJREitR (John), born at Montmorenci, inr 
1623. He was Grentleman-Servarit to Louis XIV. and 
afterwards his Almonen His account of the journey 
he took to Poland, with the Marchionefs ' de 
Guebriant^ the only woman who had ever bore the title^ 
or performed the functions, of Am^baffadrefs-Plenipo- 
tentiary, is very curious. The * hiftorical comnlen- 
taries with which he has enriched the. Memoirs of Caf- 
telnau, have thrown great light on the hiftory of Frapce; 

The bad poemi of Charlemagne was not his, but his 
brother's. He died in 1675. 

, Laine, or Lainez (Alexander), born in Hainault j 
in 1650. A fingular poet, from whofe works a feledion 
has been made of Ibme good vcrfes. A . certain 
perfon who has given himfelf the troubk of ereding, ar 
avaft expence, a Parnaffus made of brafs, covered with 
figures in relief of all the poets and muficians he had ever 
heard of, has placed this Laine in the moft illuftrious 
clafs, ♦ 



• The following name (hould hate been jgivnx him as a cognomen^ 
Zc Laiour^ur, Traff/Iaiar^ 

The 
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TKe only galant lines that wc have of h\ arc tfaofe 
lie addreflcd to Madame de Martel: 

Le tendre Apelle an jour dans ces jcux fi vantes 
Qu' Atbcces fur fesbordsconfacrait a Ncptane^ 
Vic ao fortir de Tonde ec!ater cent beaatcsi 

£t prcoaat on trait de chacQDC, 
II fit de la Venas le portrait immortcL 
Helas \ s'il avait vq Tadorable Manel^ 

I] n'eo aarait employe qo'voe. 

On the Athenian (hoiie Apelles flood. 

To mark the beaaties rifin^ from the flood*^ 

From each a grace or feature flily dole. 

To paint a pcrfe^ Venas from the whole* 

Bat had Martel been there, his pains were left* 

Her form alone>mi2;ht ferve him to exprefs 

Tho(e charms which in a hundred fair he foand. 

To draw that portrait erft (b much renown'd*. 

One cannot be certain^ whether thcfc lines may not be 
pnly a paraphrafe on this pretty diftich of Ariofto : 

Non avea da torre altra ; che coOel 
Che tute le bellezze erano in Lei. 

He coold no other chuie ; in her alone^ 
The beauties of her fex united ihone. 

He died in the year 1710. 

Lainet, or Lenet (Peter), Counfellor of State^ a 
native of Dijon, and attached to the Great Conde, has 
left us fomc memoirs on the Civil Wars. All the 
memoirs of that time are cleared up and juftified by one 
another. They place the truth of that hillory in open 
yicw^ Thofe of Lainet have one very Angular anecdote 
in them. 

A Lady of quality of Franchc-Comtc f , being eight 
months gone with child, when her huiband had been above 
a year abfent, fearing he ihould kill her, applied toLainc 
without knowing him. He confulted the Spanilh Am- 
baflador, and they both agreed that there was no way 

• The famous pidure called the Anadjonunt of Venus rifiug from 
the fra. Tranjlator, 
t The province of Bargundy. Ibid. 

YOL. I. ' g : ^.^... :-.l "but 
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but to clap the hufband up into the Baftille, until tRe 
wife was faWy brought- to- bed. They then niadc ap- 
plication to the Queen*; and the King, in a good-humour^ 
drew up and figncd the Letire de Cdchet himfelf*. 
Having thus faved the life of the woman and the child,. 
he afterwards made an apology to the hufband, and 
made him a prefent at the lame time. 

LAAfrBERT (Anna-Thercfa of Marguenat dc CoiwrccUes^ 
Marchionefs of), born in 1647. ^^® ^^^ ^ woman of 
a great ftiare of wit, and has left behind her fome moral 
writings, in an agreeable ftile. Her Treatife on Friend- 
Jbip (hews that fhe herfelf deferved friends. 

The number of illuftrious women who ornamented this 
charming sera, js one great proof of the progrcfs of the 
human underftanding, 

Le donne foa vennte in eccellensa 
^ Di dafcQA* arte ove hanao poilo curar Ariofto» 

The women then were famed for eminence 
£a all thoie Hudies^they had made rbeir care» 

She died at Paris, in* 17 J3. 

Lami (Bernard), born at Mans, inr 1640. He was 
of the Oratory^ and learaed in more fciences than onc^ 
He compofed his Elements of Mathematics^ in a jpurney 
he made on foot from Grenoble to Paris. He died in: 

Lanceiot (Claudius), borti at Paris, in 1615. He 
had* a (hare in fome ufef ul works that the Solitaires * of 
Port-Royal compofed for the education of youth. He 
died in 16^5. 

. De LARfefiY (Ifaac), born in Normandy,, in 1638. 
His Hiftoty cf England vfsis in efteem before Rapin de 
Thoiras publifiied one 5 but his Hijior'y of Louis XIF^ 
never was in any repute. He died at Berlin, in 1719* 
' LAirNAi (Francis), born ac Angers, in 1612. ACivi- 
liany and a man of ktters. He was the firft who taught 
the French law in Paris. He died in 1693, 

* A denomination of Nuns of St. Peter of Alcantara. We are to 
fuppofe tHere was a religious iiilerhobd of the fame name^ inllituted ' 
at Port-Royal, for tht education ofyouthn TranJIatcr, 

lian.. 
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JLaunoy (John), born in Normandy, in 1603. He 
was a Ddftor of Divinity ; a learned, a laborious, and a 
bold critic. He refuted a great many vulgar ertors^ 
and efpecially about the Saints, whofe exiftence he 
denied*. It is reported that a Cqratc of St.£uftachiu3 
faid once, *' I always pay him the moft profound re- 
*' fpeft, left he fliould take my St. Euftachius from 
"me." He died in 1678. 

Lauriere (Eufebius), born at Paris, in 1659. An 
advocate. No man ever dived deeper into the fcience 
and origin of the Laws. It was he that projefted the plan 
of makinga collcdlion of all the Ordonnances, Judgments, . 
or Decrees; which was an immenfe work, and fignalized 
the reign of Louis XIV. It is a monument of the in- 
conftancy of human affairs. A hiftory of ordonnances 
isi but a hiftory of viciflitudes. He died iri lyiS, 

Le Clerc (John), born at Geneva, in 1657^ but 
originally of Beauvois. He was not the only learned 
man of his family, but he was the moft fo. His Um^ 
verfal Library^ in which he imitated the Republic of 
Letters of Bayle, is his beft work. His greateft merit 
is to have there approached to Bayle, with whom he 
often had difputes* He was a more voluminous 
author than that great man; but he was not, like him,, 
mafter of the art of inftructihg and entertaining at the 
fame time, which is a talent fuperior to fcience. He- 
died at Amfterdam in 1736. 

Lemery (Nicholas), born at Rouen, in 1645, was 
the firft of our rational chyniifts, and the firft who pu- 
bliflied an Univerfal Diffenfary. He died in 17 15. 

Lenfant (James), born in Beauffe, in 1 661. A Cal- 
vinift divine at Berlin, He contributed more than any 
other writer, to extend the graces and the force of the 
French language to the very extremities of Germany. 
His Hiftory of the Council of Conjiance^ well-drawn up and 
well- written, will remain to the lateft pofterity, a wit- 

• I foppoA: it niuft be t}it\f poft^mortem exiftence, in the quality of 
IntercefTors, tbat is here meant. TtanJIator. 
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nefs boih of the good and evil that iray refult from thefe 
great aflemblies; and that even from the bofom of 
paffions, of felf-intcreft, and of cruelty „ irfelF, good 
laws may proceed. He died in 1692. 

Des Lions (John\ born at Pomoife, in 1615. He 
was a Doftor of the Sorbonne, a fingular charafter, and 
author of many polemical works. He attempted to 
prove that the celebration of the birth-days of Kings 
was a profanation, and that the world would fodh be 
at an ejid. He died in 1700. 

/ De L'Isle (William), born at Paris, in 1675. He 
reformed Geography, which till then had been falfc and 
impcrfeft. He changed the whole pofition of our hemi— 
fphere in longitude. He taught Louis XV. geography, 
and never had a better fcholar. This Monarch, after 
the death of his mafter, compofed a treatife on the 
courfe of the rivers. William de L'Ifle was the firft who 
obtained the* title of the King's Geographer. He died 
in 1726. 

Le Long (James), born "at Paris, in 1655, of the 
Oratory. Wis Hijiorical Library of France is in great 
requeft, and extremely ufefulj though it has fome 
faults. He died in 1 72 1. 

LoNGEpiERRE (Hilary-Bernard Baron of) born in 
Burgundy, in 1 658. He was m.after of all the beauties 
of the Greek language, which was a very rare merit in 
thofe times. -He made fome tranflations in verfc of 
Anacreon^ Sappho^ Bion^ and Mofchus. His Tragedy of 
Medea^ although unequal, and too much loaded with 
declamation, is, however, much fuperior to that of 
Peter Corneille. — But then the M^^/^^ of Corneille was 
not among his beft performances. 

Longpierre wrote feveral other Tragedies after the 
' manner of the Greek poets, and has imitated them in 
not complicating any love-diftreiles with his fubjefts of 
feverity and terror •, but then he has alfo imitated them 
in their prolixity, their common- phce declamation, and 
in che\bar!-cnnefs of the plot and aftion, and by no 
rneans equals the beauty of their elocution, which 
is the greateft merit of a poet. He alfo coc^pofed fome 

other 
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other Tragedies in the Grecian tafte -, but he brought 
only Medea and EleSlra on the itage. He died in 1727. 

JLoNGUERUE (Lou'S du Four dc), born at Charleville, 
in 1652. Abbe of Jard. He was (killed not only in 
the learned languages, but in all ihofe fpoken in Eur 
rope. To pick up a fmattering of many languages, may 
be done with a little pains in a few years ; but to fpeak 
one's native tongue with purity and -eloquence, is the 
labour of a life. He was mafter of univerfal hiftory ; 
and it is pretended that he compofed, by the ftrength 
of memory alone, the hiftorical and geographical de- 
fcription of France ancient and modern. He died 
about the year 1724. 

LoNGUEVAL (James), born in 168 r. A Jefu't. He 
compiled eight volumes of the Hiftory of the Gallican 
Church, which was continued by Father Fontenay. H^ 
died in 1735. 

LouBERE (Simon de la), born at Touloufe, in 1642, 
and fent to Siam in 1677. ^^ wrote memoirs of that 
country, which are. much preferable to his odes and. 
fonnets. Hededin 1729. 

Mabillon (John), born in Champagne, in 1632. A 
Benediftin, It was he who having the charge of Ihewing 
•the trcafure of St. Denis, demanded to be difmJfled from 
that employ, " Bccaufe he did not think ic was proper 
'* to mix a fable wiih truth.** He has made profound, 
rcfearches in literature. Colbert employed him to dif- 
cufs the antierft titles. He died in 1707. 

Maignan (Emanuel), born at Touloufe, in i6oi. A 
Minim *. He was one of thofe who taught themfelves 
the Mathematics without a mafter. He was a Prpfcflbr 
of that Icience at Rome, where there has ever fince been 
a French Minim an eftabliflied Profeflbr, He died at 
Touloufe, in 1677. 

Maillet, Con'/ul at Grand Cairo. He wrote fome 
jnftruftive letters about Egypt, and fome manufcript 
works which fhew him to be a bold philofopher. 

Maimbouro (Loiii??), a Jefuit, born in 1610. There 
ftiU remain fome of his hiftories, which we cannot read 

* A piriicuiar Order of Friars. TranJIaUr, 
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without pleafurc. He had, at firft, too much vogue, 
and has been too much neglefted fince. A Angular 
thing happened to him : He was obliged tp quit the So- 
ciety oif Jefuirs, on account of his having written in fa- 
vour of the French Clergy. He died ^t Sl Victor's, in 
1686. 

Mainard (Francis^, Prefident of Aurillac, was borr^ 
at Touloufe, in 1634. He may be reckoned among 
thofe wHp have»donehonourto the Age of Louis XIV, 
He has left us a confiderabk number of happy verfes 
written with purity. Hp was one of thofe authors 
who complained the loudeft of the poor pittance which is 
too generally the portion of talents. He was ignorant; 
that the fuccefs of a good work is the only reward that*is 
worthy the confider^tion of an artift ; that if Kings and 
' Minifters would do themfelves honour by recompenfing 
9 merit of this kind, there is ftill more honour in thq 
client to. wait for thefe favours, without demanding 
them; and that if an eminent author fhould' have any 
anxiety about fortune, he ought to depend folely oa 
himfelf. 

^ Nothing is better known than his beautiful fonriet to 
Cardinal Richelieu, and that unicQUth anfwer of the Mi- 
nifter, that cruel word. Nothing. ' The Prefident Mai- 
nard, having afterwards retired to Aurillac, wrote thefe * 
verfes to him, which dcferve to be remembered as much 
as his fonnet. ,>. . ^ - 

Par votre hameur le monde eft gouvernc, 
; Vos volontes font le calme etl'oi-age, - 
V0U8 vous riez de me voir confine 
Loin de la cour (^ans mon petit. menage ; 
Mais, n'eft ce rien que d'etre tout a foi, 
[ De n*avoir point le fardeau d'un emploi, 

D'avoir dompte la crainte et I'crperaace I 
Ah ! a le Ciely qui me traite fi bien, ' 
Avait pitie de vous et de la France, 
Votre bonheur ffcrait egal au mien. 

To your caprice the paffive world fubmits. 
You tempefts raife, or make a calm, by fits ; 
Then fmiie to fee me banifhed to this Tpot, « 
Arid vainly think me wretched in my lot. 
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Sat is it noaght onr freedom to enjoy. 
Exempt from noife, from hurry, or employ ? 
Froqi hopes and fears a riddance to obtain. 
And give up pleasure, to be free from pain ? 
On France and you ihould Heaven impartial (hine. 
Your own condition then would equal mine. 

After the death of thfe Cardinal, hefaid, in another 
vcrfe, *' The tyrant-is dead, and yet I am not more happy .*• 
If the Cardinal had been liberal, the Mitiifteri^ould have 
±>een a deity to him. Deus^ Deus ilky Menalca ! But he 
^was a tyrant, becartfe he gave him nothing. This too 
much refembles beggars, who accoft paflcngers with 
the title of My Lord^ but fend them to the Devil if they 
give no alms. 

The verfcs of Mainard were certainly good ; but he 
Jiad done better to have pafled his life without begging 
or grumbling. The epitaph he framed for hkrifelf, is 
ifl^ every one's memory. 

Las d'efperer et de me plaindre 
Des mufeSy dta grands, et du ibrt, 
C'efl ici que j 'attends la mort, 
Sans Ic; defirer ni la craindre. 

Wearied with hope^ tired with complaining 

Of fate, the mufe« or men in power, 
{n* this forlorn retreat remaining. 

Nor wilh nor dread I tay lail hour. 

The, two laft lines are only a tranflation -of this old 
Latin vcrfe : 

Summom nee metuas diem, &ec optei* 
Nor wiih nor fear the hour of death. 

TTie greateft part of many fine moral verfes are Jbut 
tranflation*. It is common enough not to defire deaths 
and it is uncommon not to fear it ; but it is truly great 
€)ot even to think whether there are great people in fh^ 
world or no. 

Maiktenon ("Prances d* Aubigne, Scarron, Mar- 
chionefs of). She is an author, as well as Madame d^ 

g 4 Scvigne^ 
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Scvigne, becaufe they have publilhed her letters after 
heir death. Both thefe collciSlions are written with a good 
Ihare of fpirit, but in a very different ftilc. T|f]c heart 
and the imagination didtatcd thofe of Madame de Se- 
vigne; they have therefore more chearfulnefs and free- 
dom in them. Thofe of Madame de Maintenon arc 
more conftraincd. It feems as if fhe had always fore- 
, feen that, they would one day appear in print. Madame 
de Sevigne, in writing to her daughter, wrote only to 
her daughter. 

There are anecdotes in both of them. One learns 
from, thofe of Madame de Maintenon, that fhe had 
married Louis XIV. that (he had influenced affairs of 
ftate, but did not govern them ; that Ihe did not urge 
the revocation of the Edift of Nantes, or its confequen- 
ces, but that flje did not in the leaft oppofe them ; that 
fhe took part with the Molinifts, becaufe Louis XIV. 
had done fo, and that afterwards fhe attached herfelf in- 
tirely to that party ; that Louis XIV. toward the latter 
part of his life carried reliques about him, with many 
other equally uninterefling particulars. 

But the informations that may be gathered from this 
coUeftion, are too dearly purchafed at the expence of 
reading a heap of infignificant letters that are con-» 
tained in it ; a defeft very common in fuch com- 
pilations. If nothing was publifhed, but what was 
worthy of being read, we fliould have a hlmdred times 
fewer books than we have. She died at St, Cyr, in 
1719. 

A perfon, whofe name is La Baumelle, and who 
was a School-mafter at Geneva, has publilhed Ibme 
Memoirs of Madame de Maintenon ftuffed with faU 
fities. 

Malebranche (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 1638, 
of the Oratory. He was a man of the profoundeft mo- 
ditation that ever wrote. Animated with that flrong 
imagination which makes more difciples than -the 
truth, he formed a party, in his time. He had his Male* 
Iramhijls. He molt convincingly proved the' errors of 
the fenfcs and of the imagination j but when he at* 

tempted 
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tempted to inveftigate the nature of the fool, he funk in* 
that abyfs, with the reft of fuch Metaphylical PhK- 
lofophcrs. He was, like Defcartes, a great man, 
from whom we can learn but little. He died in 17 15*. 
Malezjeux (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 1650. 
The Elements of Geometry of the Duke of Burgundy^ were 
a coUeftion of the Icdures he gave that Prince. He 
obtained a reputation from his profound literature. 
The Duchefs of Maine made his fortune. He died 
in 1727, 

Malleville (Claudius dc), oneof thcfirft Academi- 
cians. The fmgle fonnet of La Belle Maiineufi^ or. 
The fair early Rt/er^ rendered him famous in his days. 
•The fong is quite forgotten long fmce ; but the Excel- 
lent in every kind was then as rare, as it is become 
common at prefcnt. He died in 1647. 

De Marca (Peter), born in 1594. Being a widow- 
cr, and having many children, he went into the Church, 
and was appointed to the Archbilhopric of Paris. His 
book. Of (be Concord of the Empire and of the Priejibood^ 
is in cfteem. He died in 1662. 

De Marolles (Michael), born in Tourainc, in 1600, 
fon to the famous Claudius Marolles, Captain of the 
Hundred-Swifs troop, diftinguilhed by his duel at the 
head of the army of Henry IV. with Marivaux. This 
Michael, Abbe de Villdoin, wrote fixty-ninc works ; 
^mong which were a great many tranflations, that were 
very ufeful in their time. He died in 1681. 

La Marre (Nicholas), born at Paris, in 1641. He 
wis a Commiflary of the Chatelet. He wrote a work 
wjp^ch related to his own province, A Hijtoryof the 
Police. It is of no ufc but to the Parifians, and bet- 
ter to confult than to read. He was re>varded with a 
.ftipend upon the profits of the Theatre where they 
never performed ; and they might as well have given 
the Aftors a penfion on the Round Houfe. 

Du Marsais. Nobody knew better than himfelfthe 
Mctaphyfics of Grammar-, and apbody ever more deeply 

* He faid, upOQ reading Berkley's book agamfl the Exiflence of 
M^t;er, •• behold a Phi lofopher more extravagant ibao mylclf." ^r^ir, 

.3 invef* 
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inveftigatcd the elements of languages. His book on 
tropes is become infenjibly necejfary *, and all that he has 
written upon the fubjeft of Grammar deferves to be 
read. There are, in the great Diftionary called the 
Encydofedifly many articles taken from him that are very 
ufcful. 

He was one among the number of thofe obfcure Phi- 
lofophers which abounds in Paris, who are of found 
difcernmcnt, and who live in a fort of fociety together, 
in a quiet and a literary intercourfe, unknown to the 
Great, and dreaded by the fmatterers of every kind 
who would impofe themfelvcs on the world for men of 
fcience or of letters. Tjie number of thefe learned men 
is one of the confequences of the Age of Louis XIV/ 
He died very old, in 1755. 

Marsollier (James), born at Paris, in 1657. He 
was a regular Canon of St. Genevieve, and known 
by feveral hiftories well written. ' He died in 1724. 

Martignac (Stephen), born in 1628. He was the 
firft who ever gave a tolerable profe tranflation of Virgil, 
Horace, &c. I doubt much whether they can ever be 
fuccefsfully tranflated in vcrfe. It would not be fufficieni; 
jco poflefs their genius for the purpofe. The difference 
bf the languages is an almoft infurmountable obftacle* 
'He died in 1698. 

Mascaron (Julius), of Marfeilles, born in 1634. 
He was firft Bilhop of Tulle, and afterwards of Agen. 
His Funeral Sermons originialhy balanced the fame of 
thofe of Boffuet', but, at prefent, they only ferve to 
fhew how great a man Boffuet was. He died in 1702. 

Massillon, born in Provence, in 1663, oftheOfH- 
tory. He was Bilhop of Clermont. He was the preacher 
who linderftood the world the beft. His ftjle was 
more Porid than that of Bourdaloue, and more agree- 
able; and his eloquence breathed the Courtier, the 
Academician, and the man of fenfe. His philolophy, 
befides, was of the moderate and tolerating caft. He 
died in 1 748, 

V 

* Tht reader tnuft guefs at the fenfe of this paiTagc himfclf, for I 
cannot fupply it. Tranjlator^ 
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Maucroix (Francis), bornatNoyon, in 1619. An 
Hiftorian, a Poet, and well verfcd in literature. He 
died in 1708. ' 

Menage fGiles), of Angers, born in 1613. He has 
proved that it is much eafier to write vcrfe in Italian than 
in French. His Italian poems are efteemed, even Jn 
Italy ; and our own language is much obliged to his 
difquifitions. He was a man of knowledge in various 
branches of learning. He died in 1692. La Mon- 
noye has much augmented and corrcdtcd the Mi^^gi- 
ana *. 

Menetrier (Claudius-Francis), born in 1631, has 
afforded great affiftance to the fciencc of Heraldry, of 
"Emblems, and Devices. He died in 1705. 

Meri (John), born in Berry, in 1645. He was one 
of thofe who were well (killed in Surgery, and illuf- 
trated the knowledge of it by his writings. He has left 
us feveral ufeful obfervations, and died in 1722. 

Mezerai (Francis), born at Argentan, in Normandy, 
in 1 610. His Hiftory of France is well known, but his 
other works not much. He was deprived of his 
pcnfion for having fpoken truth. In his writings he 
was more bold than exaft, and his ftile was unequal: 
H? died in 1683. 

MiMEURES ( the Marquis de ), Menin -(■ to Mon- 
fcigneur, fon of Loijis XIV. Some pieces of poetry of 
his compoGtion are fiot inferior to thofe of Racan or 
of Mainard. But as thofe authors appeared' at a 
time when good poetry was a rarity, and the Marquis 
of Mimeures lived in an age when it had reached per- 
fcftion, they acquired fame, while he was hardly taken 

* A colledion of his Sayings, Opinions, &c. pobliihed ander that 
title, taken from his name. Among the iingalarities ^f this perfon'a 
f]iara£ler, th< following whim was not the lead reiparkable. As fooa 
tis any piece of his was publiQicd, he followed it tdthe prcfs with 
an anonymous crivicifm, to prove that the author had not one requiiice 
of a Poet in any of his writings, and that he wrote all his poems 
'^'vitd Minemja^ by the mefe dint of labour, without genius— What a 
dapricc !" 7r«?j/?^/cr. 

f A man of quality particularly attached to the Daiiphio> was fo 
galled under Louis Xi V. Ibid^ - 

ncticc 
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notice of. However, his Ode to Venus^ imitated frotn" 
Horace, is not unworthy of the original. 

Le Moine (Peter), a Jeluit, born in 1602. His 
Eafy Devotion rendered him ridiculpus ; but he might 
have raifed himfelf into fame by his Louifiai. He had 
a vail imagination. How happened it then that he 
failed of fuccefs ? It was becaufe he wanted tafte, wanted 
an acquaintance with the gemusof the French language, 
and wanted impartial friends. He died in 1671. 

MoLiERE ( John-Baptift\ born at Paris, in 1620; 
The beft Comic Poet of any nation of Europe, This 
article has obliged me to look back into the Comic Au- 
thors of Antiquity ; and it muft be confefled, that if we. 
compare the art and r^ularity of our Theatre with the 
unconnected fcenes of the Ancients -, their feeble plots ; 
their abfurd manner of making the Aftors, in a cold^ 
uninterefting, and improbable monologue, tell the au- 
dience what they had done, and meant farther to do ; 
we muft confcfs, I fay, that Moliere has brought Co- 
medy out of its original chaos, as well as Corneille had 
brought Tragedy ; and that the French have been fupe-' 
rior in this article to all the nations of the earth *; 

Moliere had, befides, another fpecies of merit, of 
which neither Corneille, Racine, or La Fontaine, could 
boaft. He was a Philofopher ; and was fo both in theory 
and pradice. » It was to this Philofopher that the Arch- 
bifhop of Paris, Harlai, fo infamous for his morals, 
refufed the empty honours of fepulture •, and the King 
was forced to interfere, and prevailed at lall to fufFer 
Moliere to be buried prfvately in the church-yard of 
the little chapel of St. Jofeph, in the fuburb Montmar-^. 
tre. He died in 1673. 

One is provoked at the envy fhewn, in fome of the 
new Diftionaries, in depreciating the verfe of Moliere, 
by preferring his profe, upon the opinion of the Arch*- 
biftiop of Cambray, Fenelon, who feemed in effeft 
to give the preference to the profe of this great 
Comic writer, had his reafons for liking only poeti- 

♦ A Gafcooadc I Transknr. 

" cal 
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cal profe * ; but Boileau was not of the fame opi- 
nion. 

It muft be allowed, thar excepting fome negligences, 
negligences that Comedy admits of, Moliere is replete 
with admirable verfcs, which eafily imprint themfclves 
on the memory, Le Mifantbrope^ or, The Man-hater ; 
Les Femmes Savantes^ of, The Learned Ladies ; and Le 
^artuffe^ or, The Hypocrite \ are written with the fpirit 
of Boileau's fatires. The Ampbitrion is a coUeftion of 
Epigrams and Madrigals f , compofed with an art that 
has never fince been fuccefsfully imitated. 

Good poetry is to good profe, what Dancing is to 
graceful Walking -, what an Air is to Recitative; or 
what the Colouring of a Pencil is to the Sketches of a 
Crayon. For this reafon the Greeks and Romans ne- 
ver had a Comedy in profe. 

Abbe MoNGAUT. The beft tranflation that we 
have of Cicero's Letters, is executed by him. It is, be- 
fides, enriched with judicious and ufeful notes. He had 
been Preceptor to the fon of the Duke of Orleans, Re- 
gent of France. 

MoNNOYE (Bernard la), born at Dijon, in 1641. A 
perfon of great learning. He was the firft who obtained 
the Prize of Poetry at the French Academy ; and in- 
deed his Poem of Le Duel Aboli^ or, The Abolition of the 
Duel^ which won the prize, is very nearly one of the 
beft pieces of Poetry that has appeared in France, He 
died in 1732. ' ^ 

It is not to be accounted for why M. L'Avocat, a 
Po6lor of the Sorbonne, has faid, in his Dictionary, that 
The Cbriftmas Carols of La Monnoye, in the Burgundian 
dialeft, are the beft of his produAions. Is it becaufe 
the Sorbonne, who were intirely ignorant of the 
Provincial language in which they were written, 
had iiTued a decree againft thofe Poems, without being 
able to underftand them ? 

« 

* His Tilemachus it written in this flile« which might| therefore, 
poffibly have rendered him partial to it. Translator. 

f The Madri^aih a fpccics of the £pfgram> bat admits of greater 
iapiade* ' • > 

Mom- 
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MoNTESifiiriEU (Charles), Prefident of jthe Parliament 
of Bourdeaux, was born in 1689, and at the age of 
thirty-two publiflicd his Perfian Letters^ a work of hu- 
mour ; in which, however, arc to be met with paflages 
that fhew a more fotid underftanding, than the book 
itfeif fecms to promife. It is an imitation of the Siamefe 
Letters of Dufreni, and of the Turkijh Spy ; but fuch a 
copy as fliews rather how thofe originals ought to have 
been jwrittcn.* 

This kind of writing generally owes its fucccfs to the 
foreign air that is given it. One puts with advantage in 
the mouth of an Afiatic, a fatirical ftroke againft our 
country, which would not be much thought of, if fpoken 
by a native. What is meer common-place in itfclf, be- 
comes a (hrewd remark by fuch addrefs. 

The genius diftinguifhable in the Perfian Letters^ 
opened to the Prefident Montefquieu the doors of the 
French Academy, though that very Academy was abufcd 
in his] book. But, at the fame time, the freedom with 
which he fpoke of Government, and fome liberties he 
took with Religion, drew upon him an exclufion, from 
Cardinal Pleury. 

He tondufted himfelf very artfully upon this occa- 
lion, to gain over the Minifter. He caufed a new edition 
of his work to be immediately printed, in which he can- 
celled, orfoftened, every paffage that could give offence 
either to the Cardinal or the Minifter. He then carried 
the book himfelf to the Cardinal, who feldom read,/ 
and only looked curforily over it ; but this air of con- 
fidence, with fome folicitations of pcrfons of confe- 
quence, overpowered the Cardinal, and Montefquieu 
took his feat in the Academy, 

He afterwards publiflied his Trafl On the Grandeur 
andDeclenfion of the Romans ; an exhaufted fubjeft, which 
he rendered new, by ingenious reflexions' and ftrong 
painting. Indeed it is a political Hiftory of the Roman 
Empire. After this he publiflied his Ejpit deLoix^ or. 
Spirit of Laws ; in which is difcovered confiderably 
more genius than either in Grotius or Puflfendorf. 
}t is with difficulty we can pcrufe thofe authors j 

' but 
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but we read the Spirii of Laws as much for amufemcnt 
as infl:ru6bion. 

This book is written with the fame freedom as the 
Perjian Letters ; and this freedom has not a little con- 
tributed to its fucccfs, as it raifcd him up fome enemies \ 
which encreafed his reputation, from the hate that their 
malice excited againft them. 1 hefe were men nurfed in the 
obfcure fadlions of ecclefiaftical warfare, who regarded 
their opinions as facred, and thofc who controverted rhenri 
as facrilegious. They wrote violently againft thePrefi- 
dcnt Montefqujcu ; they engaged the Sorbonne to exa- 
mine his book ; but the contempt in which this involved 
tiiem, put a flop to the inquiry. 

The principal merit of this work, the Spirit of Laws, 
is that love of legiflation which reigns in it ; and this 
love of legiflation is founded on the love of mankind. 
What is very Angular, is, that the eulogy he beftows on 
the Englifli Conftitution, is what has pleafed the French 
the moft. The lively and fharp irony he throws out 
againft the Inquificion, has charmed every one, the In- 
quifitors alone excepted ; and his reflections, which are 
generally profound, are founded upon examples drawn' 
from the hjftory of all nations. 

It is true, however, that he has been charged with too 
often taking his examples from inconfiderable favagc 
nations, little known in Europe, and trufting to the un- 
authentic relations of travellers. He does not al- 
ways quote with fufiicicnt exadnefs. He cites, for ex- 
ample, from the author of the Political Tejiament attri- 
buted to Cardinal Richelieu, that '' if any unhappy 
" honefl: man fllould happen to be found among 
** the people, he fliould not be employed," But the 
Political Tcjiament^ in the place alluded to, only fays, 
that *' it would be better to make ufe of men of for- 
tune and education, becaufe they are more incor- 
ruptible." Montefquieu is alio miftaken in many 
other quotations. He fays, for inflance, that Fran- 
cis the Firfl-, who was not born when Chrifl:opher Co- 
lumbus difcovercd America, had refufed the offers of 
Columbus. 

. The 






cxii THBAGEOPLOUIS XIV. 

The continual dcfcft of method in this work ; the 
fingular afFeftation of putting often only four or five 
Ifnes in a chapter, and making thofc few lines contain 
nothing but a ftroke of humour ; have offended a great 
many readers, who have complained at fometimes meeting 
with jefts, where they expefted arguments. He has 
be6n likewife charged with having impofed doubtful 
notions for certain principles. But if he does not al- » 
ways inftruft his reader, he always makes him think ; 
and that alone is a confiderable merit. 

His lively and ingenious manner of cxprcfling him- 
fclf, fo much in the ftileof Montagne his countryman, 
has contributed above all to the great reputation of the* 
Spirit of .Laws. The fame things faid by any other 
man of knowledge, even by one more learned than him- 
felf, might poffibly not be taken notice pf. In Ihort, 
there are hardly any works' which contain more wit, 
more profound ideas, bolder ftrokes, and which con- 
vey more inftruftion, either in approving or combating 
his opinions. , 

This performance has certainly a right to be placed 
iti the rank of thofe original works that have rcfleded 
luftre upon the Age of Louis XIV. and which has no 
model among the Ancients. He died in 1 755, as he 
had always lived, like a Philofopher. 

MoNTFAucoN (Bernard), born in 1655. ABenedic- 
tme. One of the moft knowing Antiquaries in Europe. 
He died in 1741. 

MoNTPENSiER ( Anna-Maria-Louifa of Orleans), 
known under the appellation of Mademoiftlky daughter 
of Gafton of Orleans*, born at Paris, in 1627. Her 
Memoirs are more thofe of a private woman taken up 
with hcrfelf, than of a Princefs converfant with great 
events ; but fome curious anecdotes are to be found in 
them. She died in 1693. 

MoNTREUiL (Matthew de), was^one of thofe cafy and 

agreeable writers, of which the Age of Loui& XIV. 

» 

* Duke of Orleans, and ancle to Loiils XIV. See his cfaarafter 
ttnder ihc lift of ihe Princes of the Blood. 
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produced fuch numbers that obtained a reputation in 
the middling clafs of writing. There were but f: w 
great geniufes ; but the fpirit of that sera, and imitation, 
had created many entertaining authors. 

MoRERi ( Louis ), born in Provence, in 1643, It 
v^as not to be imagined that the author of the Pays 
d'/lmouTj or. The Kingdom of hove ^ and the tranflator 
of Roderigo^ (hould have undertaken, in his early 
years, the firft DiAionary of tafts that wais ever pub* 
iiflied. This great work coft him his Lfe, 

The reformed and greatly augmented work which 
ftill bears his name^ was not his -, it is a new city built 
upon the old foundation. Too many fpurious genealo- 
gies have done injury to this ufeful work. He died in 
J 680. 

They have made Supplements to this Didtionary that 
are full of errors. 

MoRiN (Michael- John-Baptift), born in Beaujolois, 
in 1583. A Phyfician, a Maihematician, and, from the 
ignorance of the times, an Aftrologer alfo. He drew 
the Horofcope of Louis XIV. Notwithftanding his 
fuperftition, he- was a man of knowledge. He died in 

MoRiM (John), born at Blois, in 159 1. He was a 
perfon well Ikilled in the Oriental tongues, and a good 
critic. He died at the Oratory, in 1659. 

MoRiN (Simon), bprn in Normandy, in 1623. He 
is not mentioned here, except to lament his fatal folly, 
and that of Saint-Sorlin-Delmarets, his acculer. Saint- 
Sorlin was a fanatic, and impeached Morin for being 
the fame. Morin, who deferved nothing but Bedlam, 
was burned aHve, in 1663, before Philofophy had * 
made fufficient progrefs to prevent the learned from 
dpgmatizing, and the Judges from being cruel. 

La MoTTE-HoupART (Antony), born at Paris in 
1672 ; famous for his Tragedy at Agnes de C(^firo^ one 
of the moft interefting of thole pieces that remain ftill 
on the Theatre ; and for his three ingenious Operas ; 
but above all for fome Odes that brought him originally 
great reputation, in which are as much piatter as verle. 

Vol. L h and 
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And where he (hews himfelf both a pbilofopher and A 
poet. 

Even his profe is ftill held in eileeo). He wrote . the 
ipecch of the Marquis de Mimur, and of Cardinal 
Du Bois^ whctn they were received into the Frcoch 
Acaden^y ; the Manifefto of the war of ly 18 ; and the 
fpcech that Cardinal Tencia fpokc before the little 
^Council of Embrun, The ftory of this is remarkable* 
An Archbifliop condemns a Bilhop, and it was. an 
author of plays and ope/as who wrote the fermon for 
the Archbifhop. 

He had a great many friends ; that is to fay, manyr 
p)eople were pleafed with his company : however, I- law 
biOT die, in. 1731$ without any attenflants befide his 
d^ath-bed. The Abbe Trublet fays, that there were 
a great many ;. but he njuft have been there at other 
times than I was. 

The intereft of truth alone obliges me, in this, place, to 
exceed the ufual bounds of thefe articles^ 

1 his man> of fuch mild manners^ and of whom no 
one had. ever the lead caufe to complain^ has. been ac- 
cufed fince his death, almofl: juridically, vo£ an. enor- 
mous crime;— with having himfelf compofed the horri- ' 
ble couplets that were the ruin of Roufleau, in the 
year 1710, and with having conduAed, for feveral years, 
all the proceiTes that led to the condemnation of an 
innocent man. 

This acc«fation had the more weight, as having been 
made by a perlbn thoro^ughly apprized of the whole 
affair, and who vouchc^.d it, as it were, on the fandion 
of a death-bed teftimony. 

N. Boindin, Procurator-general of the Treafury of 
France, dying in 1752, left a very circumftantial me- • 
tnoir behind him, in which he charges,, after an in^ 
terval ot above forty years. La Mott^ Houdart, of the** 
French Academy, Jofeph Saurin, of the Academy of 
Sciences, and Malafaire, a toy-merchant, with hav^ 
ing contrived that plot, in confequence of which the 
Chareltt and the Parliament had confecutively pro- 
nounced unjuft fentences* 

Now^ 
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_^QW, in the fifft place, if Ni Bcrrndin Was tho- 
J?6uglil)[ perfuaded of the innocence of Robfleau, why 
fo kngNdelay to declare it ? Why not publith it, at 
lead, imVediatcly after the death of his enemies ? 
Why did fte riot 'produce this memoir th<*n, which h6 
had written above twenty years befdre ? 

Secondly, Who does not fee clearly that this me- 
moir was a defamatory libel, arid that this man equally 
hated evefy one of thofe he mentions, in this confign- 
menr of their names to the dcteftation of pofterity ? 

Thirdly^ He begins his recital with fads that are 
Ifnowri to be falfe* He pretends that the Count dd 
Noce, and N< Melon, Secretary to the Regent, were 
the aflTociates of Malafaire, a toy-pediar. All thofd 
l^ioWere in the leaft acquainted with thefe j3trfons, 
hav6 pronounced the ftory to be a vile calumny. He 
afterwaW^ confounds N. La Faye, Secretary of tlid 

: Kiiig's Cabinet, with his brother. Captain of the Guards* 
In fine, how could a toy-pedlar have any hand in the 

I framing of couplets ? 

' Fourthly, Boindiri pretends that this toy-man Jtnd 

Saurin the geometrician leagued themfelves with La 
Motte, to prevent Rouffeau from obtaining the penfion 
of Boikau, who was shen alive in 1710. Now is it 
poffible to bt imagined, that three perfons of fuch 
oiflFerent ranks and profeffions (hould unite themfclves, 
and contrive together fo far-fetched a fcheme, one fo 
infamous and difficult, for the unaccountable pur- 
pofe of depriving a ptttort^ at that time hafdly known, 
of a penfion not vacant, which Rouffeau would not have 
obtained if it had, and which not any of the three 
confpirators. had the leaft pretcnfion to hope for them- 
fclves ? 
Fifthly, After having, acknowledged that Rouffe.au 
' had written the firft- five couplets that were followed 
by^thofe which brought on his difgrace, he charges 
La Motte Houdart with writing a dozen others, in the 
fame ftile 5 and his only proof to fupport this accu- 
fation is, that thefe dozen couplets, written againft a - 
iQ&n perfons that were to affemble at N. de Villicrs's 

h 2 houfe^ 
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houfe, were carried, by La Motte Houdart himfelf to 
the houfe of N. de Villiers, an hour after Roufleau 
had been informed chat the perfons named in the lam-* 
poon V'cre to meet at that place. Now, fays hc» 
Roufleau could not in fo fhort a time have been able 
to compofe and copy thefe defamatory verfes. Jt was 
La Motte Houdart that carried them ; ergo. La Motte 
mud haye been the author. 

On the contrary, it fhould appear, that fince he 
had the honefty to bring them, he ought not to be 
fufpeAed for having had the villainy of writing them* 
They were laid at his door, and at other people's al- 
fo. He opened the packer, he found in it fome grofs 
abufe againft all his friends, and againfl: himfelf too ; 
be produced the libel : nothing could fhew his in- 
nocence more. 

Sixthly, Thofe who intereft themfelvcs in the hiftory 
of this iniquitous myftcry ought to be informed, 
that there ufed to be meetings, for a month before, 
at N. de ViUiers's ; and that the' party was generally 
' compoied of thofe very perfons whom Roufleau had be- 
fore abuied in five couplets which he had the im-r 
prudence to repeat to many perfons. The very firft 
of thefe fame dozeh couplets fufficiently pointed out 
that the perfons concerned ufed to meet together, fomc- 
times at the Cofiee-houfe, and fometimes . at N. dc 
Viliicrs's. ^ 

Sots aflemblei chez de Villlerft | 
Parmi Ici ibts troupe d'eliie, 
D'un vil ca£e dignefi pilliers, 
Craignez ia fo rear qui. m*irrife. 
Je vM voau pourfuivre en tous lieax» ' 
Votis aoircir, vous rendre odieax ; 
Je V€ux ^ue partoot on voas chante : 
, Voufi perccr et rire a vo8 yeox 
£il une douceur qui m'eachaate. 

. Sots a£bciate8 with Vi liars. 
Of all dunces the ele6l; 
To a tavern -door fit pillars. 
Of my vengeance dread th* cfFc£l» 

During 
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During life I wilf attack ye. 

Damn your fames with load report. 
And while thus 1 hew and hack ye. 

Heart could wiih no better fport. 

Seventhly, It is falfe that the firft five couplets, ac- 
knowledged for Roufleau's, only glanced a littte ri- 
dicule againft five or fix particular perfons, as the me- 
moir pretends to fay. They are full as outrageous as 
the remainder. 

Que le bourreau par fon valet 
Fafle un jour ferrcr le iiflet 
J)e Berrin et de fa fequelle ; 
Qne Pecour qui fait Je ballet 
Ait lefouet au pied de i'echelle* 

I Th% hangman willy one day, thope. 

Stifle the pipes with hempen rope. 

Of Berrin and his fcreech-owl crew ; 
And may Pecour, who made the bailee *, 
With Berrin's fate in part to tally. 

From beadle's la(h receive his doe. 

Such is the ftile of thofe firft five couplets, con- 
fcfled to be Rouflcau*s. Surely this is not th^ glan- 
cing a little ridicule. The remainder of the piece is 
written with the fame rancour. 

Eighthly, As to the laft couplers of the fame kind, 
that were the caufe of the procefs commenced againft 
Saurin of the Academy of Sciences, in the year i7*o> 
the memoir fays nothing but what the brief of the 
procefs had informed us of a long time before. It 
only aflcrrs, that the unhappy perfon who was con- 
demned to banilhment for having been fuborncd by 
Roufleau, fhould have been fent to the gallies, if he 
had really been a falfe witnefs. 

But Le Sieur Boindin is miftaken in this point ; for, 

in the firft place, it had been an abfurd piece of in- 

jyftice to have condemned the fukmed to the gallies, 

lyhen they had only deemed the penalty of baniflxtnent 

• Ba/Ui is pronounced J^alU. Tranjlai9r. 

h 3 againft 
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againft the fuborner. In the fccond place, this un* 
hapi;y perfon had npt been brought as an accufcr a- 
gainlt Saurin. He eould npt be intir^ly fuborned. He 
had only made fever i declarations contradifting each 
other ; and the nature of his fault, and the w^ak- 
n^fs of his underftanding, did not deferv^ fo exem- 
pjaiy a puniflirnent. . 

Ninthly, N. Poindin fays exprefsly in his memoir^ 
that the "family of Noailles and the JcfCiits affifted 
in the profecudon againft Rouffeau, and that Saurin 
made ufe of their credit and partiality. But I know 
for a certainty, and many perlbns (Hll alive know it 
as well as], that neither the family of Noailles nor 
the Jefiits intertend in the matter. Nay, the par- 
tiality was, at firft, intirely in favour of Rouffeau •, 
for ihough the public clamour was raifed againft him, he 
had gained over two Secretaries of State on his fide, 
iVlonficur de Pontchartrain ^ind MonOeur Voifin, which 
the pop Jar clamour could not intimidate: ' It was 
by their orders, in form of folicitations, that the Lieu- 
tenant-Criminal Le Comte decreed againft and im- 
prifoned Saurin, interrogated him, confronted him, re- 
examined him, and all in the fpace of twenty-four 
hours, by a precipitate trial. The Chancellor repri- 
inanded the Lieutenant-Criminal for this violent and 
Unprecedented method of proceeding. 

Astothejefuits, it is fo |ar from being true that they had 
d^sclared againft Rouffeau, that immediately after the 
contradictory fentence of the Chatelet, by which he 
had been uninimoufly condemned, he retired to the 
No.iciate of the Jefuits, under the'direftion of Father 
Sanadon, at the time that he appealed t6 the* Parlia- 
ment. • 

Thi^ retreat among the Jefiiits proves two things: 
the* firft, that ihey were not his enemies : the fecond, that 
he. meant to oppofc his praftice of religion x6 the 
charges, of profligacy that had been beiore brought 
againft h m. He had before compofed his beft Pfalms, 
at t.e farfie time that he wrote thofe loofe Epigrams 
Wiiich he intitlbd the Gkria Patri^ or Doxolp^y^ of his 
^- ' ■ . . . ^ ' • .>.^ . V , .-. Pfalma, 
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Pfalms, and Danchet had ^ddrdTed thefe lines to him 
on that occafion : 

A te mafqaer habile, 
Traduis toar a tour« 
Fetrone a la Ville, 
David a la Coar, &c. 

To aft the artful hypocrite, 

Tranflate by turns, in fport, 
Petronius, when you play the cit. 

And pious hymns at court, &c* 

It cannot, then be thought extraordinary, that hav4. 
jng aflumcd the cloak of rel^jon while he wore alfo 
that' of the Cynic, he fliould afterwards prcfcrvc the 
firft, which was then become fo neceflary to him. We 
ihoutd not, however, deduce any confequence from this 
induciiion ; for no being but God knows the heart of man. 

Tenthly, It is important to obfcrve, that durrng 
above thirty years which La Motte Houdaft, Saurin, 
and Malafaire, furvived this proiecution, not any of 
them was ever fufpeded of the leafl; evil tranfadion^ 
or of the flighted iatirical vein. La Motte Houdarc, 
never once even replied to thofe bitter invcdives 
kaown by the name of Caktes *, and other titles, 
wrhich one or two pcrfons, who were detcftcd by all the 
world, heaped upon him for a long time. He nc-' 
ver diflionoured his talents by fatire 5 and even in 1709, 
abufed continually by Roufleau, he wrote this fin$ 
Ode: 

On ne fe choifit point fon pere : 
Par un reproche populaire 
Le fage n'eH point abattu. 
Qui, qaoi qoe le vnlgaire penfe^ 
Rouffeau, la plus vile naiiTance 
Donne du laftre a la vertu, 5:c* 

Since fons tlieir fathers can't elcfi, 
Be wife J RouiTeau, then, and negle^k 

* Cnkte fignifies both a caf and a ikmpoon. In which (tti(t ihf 
word is to be underftood, In this place* 1 cannot deierminci as I 
Ijcver faw the pieces. Tranjlator. 

Ji ^ Th^ 
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The volgar error and abafe .$ 
Not birth, bat virtue, forms the man ; 
No other difference fliould we fcan : 

Jn things what merit, but their ufe ? &€• 

When, I fay, h<j compofed this piecp, it was ra* 
thcr a leflbn of morality and philofophy, than a fatire. 
Htr exhorted Rouflcau, who had difavowcd his father, 
not to be alhamed of his low .birth, and advifed him 
to fubdue his fpirit of envy and of fatire. Nothing 
could lefs refcmble the virulence that breathes through- 
out the couplets of which .he was accufed. 

But Rouffeau, after a condemnation which fliould 
have taught him wifdom, whether hd was guilty or 
innocent, could never reftrain his natural difpofition. 
He frequently wrote epigrams againft the fame per- 
fons he had abufed in the couplets in queftion, La 
Faye, Danchet, La Motte Houdart, &c. He made 
verfes againft both his old and his new pfotcftors* 
Several of them are to be feen in a heap of letters, 
very little deferving to be preferVed, which have, how- 
fever, been publiflied -, and the greateft part of thofe 
verfes are in the very (tile and fpirit of the couplets 
for which the Parliament had condemned him ; wit- 
hefs the following againft the famous mufician RS- 
ineau. 

Diilillateurs d'accords baroques^ 
Dont tant d 'idiots font ferus, 
Chez Ics Thraccs et les Ircques, 
Portez vos opera bouros, &c. 

Ceafe to compofe fuch fcr^ech-owl founc|«j 

Which only fuitan idiot's ear J 
Thy art all harmouy confounds^ 

Fit mufic for a dancing-bear, &c. 

There are aTfo others of the fame kind, infcrted in 
^he colledion, intitled The Porte-Feuille of Rcujfeau^ 
written aganft Abbe Olivet, who had formed a fcheme 
for his return to France. In fliort, towards the latter 
end of his life, wl^en he lived for ^ time concealed la 
Paris^ j)ret^ndirig to give himfelf tip Entirely to de-' 

yotioni 
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votion, he could not refrain from writing farcaftical 
epigrams. 'Tis true that age had weakened his ftile, 
but had not reformed .his charafter : whether owing to a 
contraft in his compofition, which is not uncommon 
in human nature, he joined malevolence to devotion, 
or from a vicioufnefs, not Jefs common, his devotion 
was but hypocrify. 

Eleventhly, If Saurin, La Motte, and Malafafre, 
had concerted the plot together of which they ar^ 
accufed, thefe three perfons having fallen out among 
themfelves fince. the time of that fuppofcd tranfac- 
tion, it is very e^ctraordinary that nothing of this com- 
bination had ever tranfpircd. This refledtion is not, 
indeed, a prqof ; bur, joined to others, it muft be al- 
lowed to have its weight. ' 

Twelfthly, If a young lad, as fimple and ignorant 
as the perfon named William Arnold, condemned as a 
witnefs fuborned by Rouflcau, had not been really 
guilty, he would have declared fo ; he would have 
exclaimed againfl: the injuftice of his punifhmcnt, all 
his life. But I kne*v him. His mother was a cook- 
maid to my father, as is faid in xhtfaSum • of Sau- 
<rin ; and his mother and he both have often acknow- 
ledged to me, in the prefence of all my family, that 
his ientence was juft. 

Why then, after an interval of about forty-two years, 
fhould N. Boindin, on his death-bed, leave behind him 
an authenticated accufation againft three perfons who 
had died befote him ? It might be faid that the 
Menioir had been written twenty years prior to 
his (ieath ; that Boindin hated them all three ; that 
he refented La Motte's not foliciting his admiffion 
into the French Academy, and his having declared 
to him that his enemies, who accufed him of Athe- 
ifm, had been the caufe of his excluiion. He had 
fallen out with Saurin, who was as haughty and 
inflexible as himfelf *, and had aifo quarrelled with 

* The faSlum is a law-term, in France, for the brief ^ otflate of 
ibe va/e» of a Plaintiff', or Defendant, 'Tranjlatot. 

Malafaire, 
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Malafaire, an harih and unpoliihed man. He was like-* 
wife become the profefled enemy of Leriget de la 
Faye, who had written the following epigram againft: 
Jiim. 

.Oui, Vaditfs* on connait votre efprit ; 

Sa vol rs'y join tj & quand le cat arrive, 

Qu'oeuvre par ait par quel que coin fautive. 

Plus aigrement qui jamiii la reprit ? 
. Mais on ne Toit qa'tn vooi auili fe montre 

L'art de looer le beau qui s'y rencontre, 

Dont cependant tnaints beaux efprttsfont cas. 

Be V08 pareils que toulez-voos qu*on penfe? 

£h quoi ! qu'iU ibnt connaiiTeun delicats ? 

Pas n'eo Toudrais tirer la confeqaence, 

Mais bien qu'ils foot gens a fuir de cent pas* . ^ 

Why, Vadius, yes f your wit we don't difpote^ 

Nor yet your learning we (hall not refute. 

If any piece is faulty in its icind, 

A critic more fevere we cannot find. 

Put to its merits are you £o quick-fighted. 

With which aJl men of taile are jb delighted ? . 

I anfwer. No. Then fure all authors may 

^Gainli fuch illiberal cenfures juftly fay, 

" Soch want of candour never can be prized, 

f* Feared (lut by fools^ by men 6f fenfe defpifed.'' 

This was, in truth, the charaftcr of Bolndin, whd 
is defcribed in the Temple of Tafte^ under the name 
of Bardou. He was in hjs Memoir, then, the dupe 
of his own refentment j for he was as. incapable of 
faying what he did not believe, as he was of chang* 
ving any opinion th.at^his miilake or caprice had once 
poffeffcd him with. Hi§ manners werf irreproachable ;^ 
he led always a philplbphic life, eve^ to fevcrity, and 
performed Icvcral aftions of generofity j but his h^rfh 
and unfociable temper rendered him fubje^ to many 
prejudices, of which he was not to be cured. 

This whole unhappy affair, which fubfifted i^ 
long, and with which nobody was better acquaint- 
ed than mylclf, took its rife from the innocent, 
amufement that feveral eminent perfons ufed to in- 
dulge themfelves in, of meeting in a fociable inter^ 
ccurfe together at a coffee* houle. But they did not'- 

properly 
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properly obferve the firft law of fociety, viz. to prcfervc 
gQod-brcedihg among one another. They ufed to 
critic ife e^ch other pretty feverely ;/which, for want 
of politenefe or addrefs» infpired lafting enmities, and 
fotnctimes inftigated to crimes. We fliall leave it novr 
to the reader, whether, in this affair, there be three 
perfons guilty, or only one. 

It has been faid, that, at kaft, Saurin might have 
been the author of the latter couplets attributed to 
RoufTeau. It might ppflibly be, indeed, that Roufleau, 
having been confeflcdly known to be guilty of the firft 
five, which contained the fame virulence, Saurin might 
have add^d the others to ruin him -, though Saurin 
was at Chat very time deeply engaged in algebraic caU 
culattons; though he was himfelt grofly abuled in the 
fame piece; though all the offended perfons unani* 
nioufly imputed it to Rouffeau ; and, finally, although 
Saurin was acquitted of the charge, after a folernh 
trial: but if the thing is phyfically within the poffibi* 
lity of fa^ty it is not within the reafonablenefs of be- 
lief. 

Rouffeau, indeed,' accufed him of it, all his life ; 
nay, charged him with the crime in his laft teftament^ 
but the Profeffor Rollin, to whom Rouffeau commu-^ 
nicated this teftament when he returned clandeftinely 
td Paris, obliged him to erafe that article; fo that 
Rouficau concenced himfelf with protefting his own 
innocence in his laft moments, but never dared to 
aceule La Motte, cither pending the courfe of the pro- 
cefs, or during the reft of his life, nor on his death- 
bed. He fatisfied himfelf with penning fatirical lines 
againft him •. (See :hc article ot Joseph Saurim.) 

Matte- 

♦ The fcregoiog detail, or argament, may be thought, by the 
generality of readers, too tedious and unintereiting, as -beiDg, in 
e^6l, only a pleading in favour of perfons long fincf dead, of v^hom^ 
probably, they may never have heard before, and about whom, con* 
fcqaent^y, they cannot be fuppofed to have any manner of concern. 
But to a liberal mind the invelligation of tJie queflion here brought 
into difpote, muft furcly be allowed a merit fupepior lo wit or liie- 
fature, as being an addiuonal proof of that generous and adlive 
/ ' » _ ' •* fpirit 
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•MoTTEViLLE (Franccs Bcrtaut de), born in 1615', 
in Normandy. This Lady has written Memoirs which 
particularly relate to Anne of Auftria, mother to 
Louis XIV, containing a number of infignificant incidents 
toid with a great air of franknefs. She died in 1689. 

Nain de Tillemont (Scbaftian le), fon to John 
le Nain, Matter of the Requefts, born at Paris in 1637, 
the pupilof Nicole, and one of the moft learned Wri- 
ters trf" Port-Royal. His Hijhry of the EfftperorSj and 
his fixteen volumes of the Eccle/taftical Hificry^ are 
written with as much veracity as the compilations of 
ancient hiftory would admit of: for all hiftory, be- 
fore the invention of Printing, was full of contradic- 
tions and uncertainty. He died in 1698. 

Naude (Gabriel), bom at Paris, in 1690, was a 
Phyfician, but more of a Philofopher. He was firft 
attached to Cardinal Barberini, at Rome ; afterwards 
to Cardinal Richelieu ; then to Cardinal Mazarin ; and, 
laftly, to Queen Chriftina, to the luftre of whole 
learned Court he for fome time contributed. He at 
length retired to Abbeville, where he died, as foon as 
he began to be his own mafter. 

Of all his works, his Apology for the great Men ac^ 
iufsd of Magic ^ is almoft the only one which yet remains 
to us. One might make a much larger book of the 

fpirit which prompted oar author to exert his talents, to expend his 
fortune, and to employ his influence in vindicating the unfortunate 
and oppjefTed families of Calas^ of the Syrvens and fiarre, &c. Nay, 
ID the prefent defence there appears to be fomething even more 
noble than in the other inflances ; as in thofe cafes there fubfifted 
flill feme obji'ds of commiferaiion to excite humanity; but in this^ 
particular, the clients of his patronage no longer exifled. The only 
fpirit then which could pofiibly have a^uated him upon this occa« 
fion, muft certainly have been that which he declares in the preface 
to this- pleading, in thefe words : *^*The intereji of Truth alone obliges 
** me, in this place, to exceed the ufual bounds of theie articles." 

No acknowledgments, no gratitude, not even the mean confider- 
ation, of fame, could be expe6^ed from the dead. 'Tis the charader 
of the Divine nature to bcflow favour on unprofitable fervants. Yet 
the true Catholic Church refufcd this man chriftian burial ii^ France^ 
becaufe he happened not to be rituaVy orthodox^ though he wag 
'Virtually fo : his uephew was obliged' to carry off his remains to Fer. 
ney. Tranjlator^ 

I great 
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great men who have been accufcd of impiety fi nee So- 
crates. 

Populus nam folos credit babendos 



EJfe Deos quos ipfe colit *. 

Nemours (M4ri4 de Longueville Duchefs of), born 
in 1625. She wrote feme Memoirs, in which are re- 
lated a few particulars of the unhappy times of the 
Fronde. She died in 1707. 

Nevers (Philip Duke of)/ He wrote feme poetical 
pieces in a particular ftile. One is not to give intire 
credit to the fonnet parodied by Racine and Defpreaux : 

Cans an palais dore Nevers jaloux Sc bleme^ 
Fait des vers ou jamais perfonne n'entend rien. 

Nevers, in gilded domes^ envious and pale. 

Pens vcrfes that excetd all undcrflanding f . ,x . 

He wrote many that were eafily to be underftood, . and 
read coo with great pleafure-, as thofe vcrfes, tor in- 
ftance, againft Ranee, the famous reformer of La 
Trappe j;, . who had written againft Archbifliop 
Fenelon. . 

• *« The vulgar think there are no Gods, but thofe whom they them- 
fclves worfhip." Tranjlator. 

t Boileau has been often charged with a liUle of that fame €ftvicMS 
sind pale fpirit, himielf ; 

" To damn for arts which taught hlmfclf to rife.*' 

Nor was the author of that very line Utt from the cenfurc of it, la 
many of his writings— the Dunciad, & alibi. 

This is very unfair. — Muft all artifts be run down, who arfe not at 
the top of their «w//>r .^ Muft no one get bread, l)ai they who deferve 
cake ? Thofe who attack others, indeed, merit chaftifement. The 
God of Verfc himielf commenced the precedent^ in the example cf 
Marfyaa. Zoilus, Bavius, &c. were, therefore, proper objefts of 
fatiric refentment ; this is h^t poet-Jlanghter , in one's own defence. 
But why ihould your poor harmlers poetafters, rood of whom but 
write to cat— not for fama^ butyi«a— be reduced to fUrve, or be 
deprived of even their thin paptr diet f Ibid, 

X A Convent of the itstx^^ Order in France. Perpetual filcnce is 
one of their iojun^ions. Ibid, 

Cct 
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Cei Ahhe qtt'on croyait partrt de fairiterey ^ 

Vieilli dans la retraite 8c dans I'humilite, 
OrgueilltQX de (es croix, booffi de fa fouiTrance^ 
Rotnpt fes facres ilatats en rompanc le iilence ^ 
Et contra nn faint Prefat s'anfimant aojourd'hai^ 
Dtt fond de fes dcArts declame concFc loi; 
£t moins h«mble de coour que fier de fa dodrine^ 
! ^ oh d6cidcr te ^e Rome examine. 

That Abbe» deem'd fo humble and (o Wy, 
Grown cdd in cell and pioii^ melai^clioly. 
Proud of his crofs^ elated witk his y^ke» 
His facred vqws, at oace> and filence brok? ; 
I^^' 'galnft a bladnelefs prefate he declaktis. 
And from hts elofHer Single fir fatWe tarns ; 
Leh meek of Heart than fiafh'd with learning's pride. 
Where Rome yet doubts, he boldly dares decide *• 

His Wit and his talents were revived and pcrfefted irt 
his grandfon. He died in 170^. 

NicfiRON (John-Peter), a Barnabiref, born at Paris, 
in 1685. He was author of the Memoirs of the itlvfirious 
Mm in Literature. They are not all illuftrious ;, bat he 
fpeaks of each of them according to their merits; he 
docs^ not call a goldfmith a great man. He dcfervcs to 
be ranked among the men o£ uftful knowledge. He* 
died in 1738. 

Nicole (Petcr\ born at Chartres, in 1625. He was 
one of the bcft Writers- of Port-Royal. What ho ha^ 
written againft , the Jefuits, is fcarccly read', atprcfent^ 
but hta- Ejlf^ys on Morals^ which arc a work ufeful ta 
mankind, will never be out of datb. That chapter^' 
particularly, on the means of preferving peace in 
fociety, is a maftcr-piece, to which th(.^re is nothing of 
the fattie' kind that is equal, in all the ancient wriringSi 
But that peace is, perhaps, as difficult to eftablifli, aS 
that of the Abbe de Saint Pierre J. He died in .1695. 

• Thefc lines, with only a few alterations, ate bori«©vved' frorii a for* 
nier verfion, as thtre cannot \>6 a better tranflaticw of the jorigiual. 
In fuch a cafe it ha-d been aflfeded to Have attempted a new ona> afK^ 
unfair to have given a worfe. Tranjlator, 

f A particcilar Order-, in France. Ihidl 

X He wtoce a fchem-e for a- perpetual peace* in Fardpe, See \ht' 
article unde^ his n^me, \\\ the fubfec^uent parx of this (Latialogoe; Tifidm- 

NlVELLE- 
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NiVELLE DE LA Chaussee. Hc wrotcfomc Comedies 
ia a new and tender 'ftilc, which met with faceefs*. U 
h true, that, as a writer of Comedies, he wanted a real 
comic genius. Many perfons of tafte coiald not beac 
Comedies where there were no lively fccn«s to. be met 
with ^ but there is certainly great merit in bdng able to 
afFeA an audience, to treat a^moral well, and to compofe 
elegant veffes, correctly written; and thcfe were the 
talents of this author. He was born in the reign of 
Louis XIV. 

It has been faid, that where he approaches the tragic 
ftrain,. in his pieces, he is not always luiHciently intereit-* 
ing, and what is meant for mere comedy, is not hurno^ 
rous enough. The proper mixture of thefetJiffcrcnt metals 
is very difficult to be hit on. However, La Chauflee is 
reckoned- among, the firft writers who rank after thofe of 
true genius. He died about jthe year 1750. 

NoDOT is only known from h\s Fragments cf Pttr^nius^ 
which he had found at Belgrade, in 1688 ; and the hiatus's 
ihat he has filled up do not feem to be fuch bad Latin 
as his adverfaries have deemed them. There may be met 
with in thofe places fame words and exprefTions, I con« 
fefs, that neither Cicero^ Virgil, nor Horace ever made 
ufe of 5 hut Petronius himfelf is full of fuch phrafes, or 
idioms, which more modern manners and later ufages 
bad given rife to. 

I do not infert this article relating tQ Nodot, for any 
other reafon than to make known that this: iautire of Pe« 
tronius is not that which the Conful Petronius is report* 
ed to have fent to Nero, juft before he had his veins 
opened : flagitia Princifis fub nomnibus exoletorum^ femu 
narufnque^ et novitate cujufquc ftupri praftripta^ atqut 
obfignata m\fit Nermu 

It is fuppofed that the Profeilbr Agamtmnon ' v[\t^Vii 
Seneca ; but .the ftilc of Seneca is the dircdt oppofite 
to that 'of Agamemnon, turgida oratio ; and Nodot's 
/igafnemnon is a fiat declaimer of the Schools* 

t This it what is now ftiled L» Ctmidit larm&fMtt, TrauJIator. 
-f . The 
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The charader of Trimalcion is as abfurdly fuppofed 
to be dcfigned for Nero. How could a young Emperor, 
who, after all, had wit and talents, be reprefented by an 
old ridiculous tax-gatherer, who made feafts for parafitcs 
ftill more ridiculous than himfelf, and who fpeaks with 
as much ftupidity and ignorance as the Bourgeois 
Gentilbommey the Gentleman City of Moliere ? 
' How could the dirty idiot Fortunata, who is much 
below Madame Jourdain^^ be fuppofed the wife or 
miftrefs of Nero ? What connexion could a fctt of 
rabble^ whp fculk in blind alleys, and fupport thcm- 
felves by filching, have with the magnificent and volup- 
tuous Court of an Emperor? What perfon of common 
fenfe, in reading this licentious writing, muft not imme- 
diately conclude, that it was penned by fome loofe young 
fellow of parts, but whofc tafte had not been yet formed ; 
who, according to the vein he was in, wrote fometimes 
pood line^, and fometimes bad ones ; who mixes often 
low humour with higher wit; and who was jtiimfelf an 
example of the decadence of tafte which he complains of? 
: The key they ,have given to Pctronius is much fuch 
another, as they have made to the Charafters of La 
Bruyere. Both are written by guefs« 

D'Olivet (Jofeph), an Abbe, Counfellor of Honour 
to the Council of the Counts dc Dole, alfo a Member of 
the French Academy. He was born at Salins in 1682. 
He obtained a name in literature by his Hijiory of the' 
Acadeniy^ at a time when they defpaired of ever feeing 
any thing of the kind which Ihould equal that by 
Fclir-on. . ' , 

We owe him alfo moft elegant and faithful tranflations 
of the philofophic writings qt Cicero, enriched with judi- 
cious remarks. All that author's works, printed under 
his infpeftion, and illuftrated with his notes, are a noble 
monument to prove that theftudy of the Ancients was not 
nc^jglcfted in this age. He fpoke his own language 
wieh as much purity as Tully did his, and has rendered 

* A Character in the pla/ before mentioned, ^ranjlator. 

' great 
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fervice to the French Grammar, by obfervations 
both critical and ingenfous. 

^We owe to him, likcwife, the edition of a book intitled. 
Of the Weaknefs of the Human Underjianding^ written by 
M. Huet, Bi(hop of Avrancbe^ after' a long experience 
had taught him to defpife the abfurd futilities of the 
Schools, and therubbifti of the barbarous ^ges* 

The Jefuits, authors of the Journal des Urivcux^ ex- 
claimed againft the Abbe d'Oliver, and djenicd that book 
to be written by Bifhop Huet, on the (ble pretence that 
it was unbecoming an old Prelate of Normandy to 
pronounce the fchool-divinity to be ridiculous, and that 
4.hfe legends refembled the four Ions of Aimpn ; as if 
■it was necelTary to the .edification of the world, that a 
'Norman Bifhop (hould be a drivcHer. In the fame 
manner they affirmed, that the Memoirs of Cardinal De 
Retz were not jvritten by himfclf. The Abbe d*01ivct 
anfwered them, in the bcft mariner poffible, by producing 
the original copy before the Academy, in Biibop Huet's 
x)wn manufcripc. His age and his merit are our excufe 
for placing him, as well as the Prefident Henault, in a 
lift where we have made it a rul^ not to ipeak of any 
Jbut the dead. 

D'Orleans (Jofeph), a Jefuit. He wa6 the firft 
pcrfon that ever chofe in hiftory the revolutions of 
States for his fole fubjeft. Thofe of England, which he 
wrote, are. in an eloquent ftile ; but fmce the agra of 
Henry VIII. he is more copious than faithful. He 
-died in 1698. 

. OzANAM (James) was born a Jew, near Dombes, in 
164O. He taught himfelf geometry, without a mafter, 
at the age of jifteen. He was the firft that ever wrote 
a Mathematical DiSlionary. His Mathematical Recreations 
Are always upon fale. He died in 1717 *• 

^ He mM to. fay that the illiterate knew as much about rellgioiiy 
as the moft learned , which was -unfyftimatically reducing the true 
fenfc of it to pradice. He faid ihe Sorbonne may difpute^ and the 
Pop^ may decide, but a Mathematician ihould go i;^ heaven in a/fr« 
ftndicular line, ^ranjlatar* 

Vol. L J Pagi 
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. Pact (Antony), a Provcn^aU born in 1614. ffe- 
was a Francifcan. He corrected Baronius, and had a^ 
penfion from the Clergy for that work. He died in 
1699. 

rAPiN (Ifaac^, born at Blois, in 1657. A Calvinift. 
He quitted his religion, and then wrote againft it^ He 
died in 1 709. 

Pardies (Ignatius^Gafton). A Jefuit, born at Pau, 
in 1638, known by his Elements of Geometry^ and by his 
trcatife On the Souls of Brutes. 

To imagine with Defcartes that the Brute Creation 
are but fimple machines, void of fenfations, though 
formed with the proper organs for them, is to deny 6c- 
periencc, and to affront Nature. To fay that they arc 
informed wich a pure fpirit, is to affirm what it is im- 
poffible to prove. Ta acknowledge that the inferior 
animals are endowed with fenfations. and memory, with* 
out pretending to know how they operate, is talking 
like a rational man, who knows that ignorance is g better 
thing than erron For of what work of Nature do wc 
know the firft principles? He died \n 1673. 

Parent (Anthony), born at Paris, in 1666. A good 
Mathematician. He is another of thoie who taught 
themielves geometry, without a matter. What is the 
moft remarkable thing in his character, is, that he lived 
a long time ^t Paris, free and happy, upon an income , 
that was fcarcely two hundred livres a- year. He died 
in 1716. 

Pascal (Blaife), born in 1623^ fon of the firft Inten- 
dant that was appointed at Rouen, and a moft forward 
genius ; but he would exert the fuperiority of his talepts, 
as Kings do their power, by prefuming to fubjedi: and 
overcome every thing by authority. The defpotic and 
fupercilious air which he manifefts in his Tbougbts en 
various SubjeSis^ has difgufted many readers. He ihould 
Jbave propofed his reafon9 more modcftly. However, 
both eloquence and the French language are much in- 
debtcd CO him. 

The 
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Tlie enemies of Pafcal and of Arnold contrived to 
fupprcfs their elegies, in the catalogm^of Illufirims 
jSdetty pyblifhed by Perrauk -, upon which occafion 
this paflage of Tacitus was cited — Frafulgibant Caffius 
^t^ Brutus eo ipfo ^tiod eorum effi^ta non.vifcbantur. He 
died in 1662. 

Patin (Guy^, born at Houdan, in 1601. He was 
6l phyfician, but more famous for his flanderous letters 
than* his medicines. A colledtion of them was read 
with avidity, becaufe they contained private anecdotes, 
and the occurrences of the times, of which every one is 
fond J and fatires too, of which they are ftill 
fdhder* They ferve to Ihew that cotemporarjr writers, 
who minute down the news of the day, are but trea- 
cherous guides for hiftory, Thefe articles of intcUi* 
gencc are often found to be falfe in fafb, or mifrepi-e- 
iented through malignity. Befides, thefe multitude^ of 
^riBin^ fadls are only reliihed by fmall geniufes. 
He died in 1672. 

Patik (Charles'", born at Paris, in 163J, was fon to 
Guy Patin. His works are read by the ftudious, and 
thofe of his father by the idle. He was a learned 
Antiquary ; but quitted France, and died Profeflbr of 
Phyfic at Padua, in 1693. 

Patrit (Oliver), born at Paris, in. 1604; the firft 
who introduced purity of language at the Bar. ]^c 
received, in his laft iicknefs, a gratuity from Louis 
Xl V. who had been told that he was poor. He died in 

Pavillok (Stephen), born at Paris, in 163 2, He 
was Attorney- General to the Parliament of Metz, and 
known by fome pieces of poetry written in a natural 
and unaffeded ftile. He died in 1705. 

Pelisson^Fontanier (Paul), born a Calvinii^ int 
Befiers, in 1624. An indifferent poet, but a man of 
great knowledge and eloquence. He was firft*clgrk and 

* Upon hts being received into the French Academy, he made 8^ 
oration of thaaksi which firft introdnced ihac cadcniy and which hat 
continued, ever iince. Tfenjlator^ ^ 

i z confidaRC 
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conBdant to the Superintendant Fouquet ; and fent t# 
the Bailille in 1661, vrherc he remained four years and 
a half, for having been faithful to his matter ; and fpent 
the remainder of his life in beftowing culogiums on the 
King chat had deprived him of his liberty. Such things 
never happen but in monarchies *. 

Being more of a courtier than a philofopher, . he 
changed his religion, and made his fortune. Mafter of 
the Exchequer, Mafter of the Requefts, and Abbe, he 
was commiflioned to employ one- third of his fteward- 
Ihip to make the Huguenots quit their religion, as he 
had done. 

His Hiftory of the Academy was much applauded. 
He wrote many other works : Prayers for the Mafs^ a 
Celle^ion of galant pieces^ a Treatife on the Eucbarijt^ be- 
fides a number of love odes to 0/impia. 

This Olimpia was Mademoifellc Des-Vieux, who was 
faid to have been tontradcd to the celebrated M. Bof- 
fuet, before he had entered into the dhurch. But the 
Works that drd Peliffon the moft honour, were his ex- 
cellent defence of Monfieur Fouquet, and his Hiftory 
of the Conqueft of Francbe-^Comte. 

The Froteftants fay that-he died with perfect indif- 
ference ; the Catholics fay quite the contrary ; but both, 
agree that he died without the facrament. He died in 

j693- 

PerraitlT' (Claudius), born at Paris, in 1613. He 

was a- Phyfician, but never praftifed in his profefTion, 
except for the relief of his friends. He became, with- 
out the afliftancc of any mafter, eminent in drawing 
and mechanics. He was a good phyfician, a good ar- 
chite4St, an encouf ^er of the arts under the proteftion 
of Colbert, and enjoyed a reputation, ia fpite of Boi^ 
leauf. -Hediedin i688* 

Perrault' (Charles), born in 1626, brother to the 
former. He tv»as Comptroller- General of the Buildings 
uftderColbert, formed the plan of the Academies of Paint- 

• Where can Kings be praifed» bac iq moaiirchi^s ? Trawjlator. - 
t Who abu&d him. /W. ' 
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ing. Sculpture and Architefture ; and. was very, fervicc- 
able to men ef letters, who paid him great court during, 
the life of his patron, but abandoned him after his 

death. .. -r ....:• 

He is reproached with having too much under-rated 
the merits of the Ancients; byit his grcateft fault was 
the bad criticifms he made on them *, and his kaving 
made enemies even of thofe whom he might have-brought 
into competition with them. This queftion (.between 
the Ancients and the Moderns) has been, and will 
continue long, a divided opinion, as -much as it 
was in the day-s ' of Horace. There are numbers of 
peyple in Italy who cannot read Homer without being 
tired, and every day Ariofto and Tafia with delight 
call Homer, notwithftanding, incomparable ! He died 
in 1703. 

N. B. It is faid in the Literary Anecdotes y vol. II. 
page 27, that Addifon having made a prefent of his 
works to Defpreaux, he, in return, affured him that he 
would never have written againft Perrault, if he had 
before perufed fuch excellent pieces by a modern hand. 
How could they infert fuch . an abfurd falfity ? Boi- 
kau never underftood a word of Englifli j no French- 
man ftudied the language at that time : it was not till 
towards the year 1730 that they began to be at all 
acquainted with it. Befides, even though Addifon, who 
uied to ridicule Boileau, was acquainted with him, why 
Ihould not Boileau have written againft Perrault in 
favour of the Ancients, whofe praife is exalted by Addi- 
fon in all his works ? But, as I faid fomewhere be» 
fore, let us never give credit to any of thefe anas^ 
to any of thefe little anecdotes. A fure way tp 
tajk like a fool, is to repeat at hazard whatever onQ 
hears, 

f 
* » 

^ From which circumftance it may be ruppofed that he wanted taflc 
for their beauties, or was not fufficient mailer of their language. This, 
fl lysaft the latier part, was exadtl^ the cafe of Voltaire himfelf, with 
regard to Shakefpeare; he jSrft tranflatcd him ill, and then cricicifed 
his owa travefty, Tranf. 

. i 3 P^TAV 
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p£tAu (Denis)/ born at Orleans, ip 1583. A Je-* 
fuit. He reformed the chronology, and wrote feventy 
works. He died in 1652 *• 

Pbtjs oe tA Croix (Francis) was one of thofe whom 
the great Minifter Colbert encouraged, and whofe merit 
he rewarded, Louis XIV. fent him into Turkey and 
into Perfia, at the age of fixteen, to learn the Oriental 
languages* Who would believe that he compoled ^ 
toart or the life of Louis XIV. in Arabic, and that the 
book is cfteemed m the Eaft ? 

He wrote the Hfftory of Gengis-Kan^ and of Tamerlane^ 
eompiled from the ancient jfrabian Authors^ and fcveral 
other ufeful books ; but his tranflation of the ^houfand 

ind one Days f , is more read than any of them, 

t 

L'homme eft de glace aox veritesi 
il eft de feo poar le mepfooge* 

Though men to truth are cotd as ice. 
Their hearts are warm to fubtle fi£iioo« 

He died in i^i^f. 

Petit (Petcr)^ born, at Paris, in 161^/ A philo- 
fopher and a man of knowledge. He only wrote in 
Latin. He died in 1687. 

pEZRON (Paul), of the Ciftcrtian Order. He was 
born in Bretagne, in 1630. A great Antiquary, who 
invcftigated the origin <5i the Celtic language |. He 
died in 1706. 

Pin (Louis du), born in 1637. A Doftor of the 
Sor bonne. His tihairy 6f Ecc^ftafiUal Ajahm hais 
gained him much reputation, and fome enemies'. He 
died in 1719. 

* Pi,AC£TTi? (John Ja), of J&earn i|, born in 1639. 
A proteitant minifter at Copenhagen and in Holland. 
Eftcemed for variousi^ works. He died at Utrecht, \x\ 
1718. , • . ■ 

^ Hf is mor^ generally ^nown by the appellatioiidf Pnavius^ i'rmt$ 
t Should it not be ^/;fi&//.^ I6id.> ... 

I The language of the Goths. Uid, 
U A province of France t' which I mention, to diftineuilll ft froiS 
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PotiGNAc (Mclchior de)> a Cairdinal, born at Velay, 
in 1662. He was as good a Latin poet as any one can 
foe in a dead language ; and a man of great eloquence 
in his own. He was one of thofe who have proved 
that it is eafier to write Latin than .French verfes. 
Unluckily for him, in combating Lucretius *, he hap-v 
pened to oppofe Newton. He died in 1741. 

De Pontis. His Memoirs have been fo much in 
vogue, -that it is ncceflafy to fay that this man, who 
had done fo many great things lor the fervice of the 
King, is the only one who never mentioned him ; there- 
fore thefe Memoirs are not his. They were the produc« 
tion ofDu Fofle, one of the Writers of Port-Royals 
Jrl€ pretends that his hero took the name of his eftate in 
Dauphine ; but there is no manor of that denomina^' 
tion m Dauphinc. I^t h even doubtful whether there is 
fuch a place as Pontts exifting any where. 

The Portative Hiftorical Dictionary, in four volumes, 
affirms that thefe Memoirs are genuine. They are* 
however, faffed with fables, as Father d*Avrigny has 
proved, in the preface to his hiftorical memoirs. 

PoREE (Charles), born in Normandy, in 1675. Jl 
Jefuit. He was one of the fmall number of Profeflbrs 
who was well efteemed in the polite world. His elo- 
quence was in the ftile of Seneca. He was a poet and 
a man of wit. His greateft merit was to render his pu^ 
pils fond of letters and of virtue. He died in 1741. 

La Porte, firft Valet-de-chambrc to the Queen- 
Mother, and fome time alfo to Louis XIV. He was 
thrown into prifon by Cardinal Richelieu,*and threatened 
with death, to force him to betray the fecrets of his 
miftrefs, which, however, he did not reveal. 

Among the heap of memoirs that unfold the hiftory 
pf that age, thofe of La Porte arQ not to be defpifed ; 
they ihew an honeft man, an enemy to artifice or flat* 
tery, and rigid even to pedantry. He acknowledges 
he had informed the Queen that her too great familiarity 
with Cardinal Mazarin diminilhed the refpeft of her 
liobles and people towards her. 

f Xn his A^ti'lusraius ; fin dt Dee a Naturi. Tramlof^r* 

14 • There 
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. There is in thcfc Memoirs an anecdote on the in- 
fancy of Louis XIV. that ought to have rendered the^ 
tnemory of Cardinal Mazarin execrable, if he had been 
capable of the (hameful cximt which La Forte feeiiis to 

impute to him. * * * . 

• • • ♦ * 

* • • • ^ m 

* « # • • - 

• • ■ . ■ 

. , « « K « I » ' ^ 

• 

' PuY (Peter du^, fon to Claudius du Puy, Counfellof 
to the Parliament, a very learned man, was born in 
France, in 1583. The knowledge of Peter du PiU was 
ufcful to the State. He laboured more than any one* ac 
icarching out old maps, and feeking after the crown-^ 
bnds that had been fwallowed up in many manors. He 
Unravelled the intricacies of the 3atic law as much as it 
was-poflible, and proved the liberties of the Gallican 
Church were only a part of the original rights of the 
ancient Churches, .It appear! from his biftory of the 
Knights-Templars, that tber^ were. many criminal perfons 
afnong them, but that the coinlemnation of the whoje 
Order upon that aiccount, and the execution of fo many 
of the members, were afts of the moft cruel iryuftice that 
0ver were committed. He died in 1652. 

. PixY-SjSGUR' (the Marfhal de) has left us an Jrf of 
Waf^ as Boileau has given us an Art of Poetry. 

QuESNEt (Plqqierj, born in 1634, of the Oratory. 
Ha. was very uhbappy in having become the fubjeft of 
a great diircntk>n among his compatriots* ^eQdes^ he 
lived poor, and io, exile* 

His manners .were feverc^ as they are of all thpfe who 
liafs their liv^es in difputcs. About thirty pages altered 
^nd foftened in- his tfopH, would have faved his country 
nnich contention i but thep hi^^^name h^d mi bee^ 
foftmous Hedied'in 1 7 19** 

V 

• His Moral Reflexions up§n the Nenv Tejtament^ % work of great 
Jtt6r.u, gave the moft 'offence to the Je/utts, as cbntainirig fome tenets 
whicii favoured^ Janfenifna. The famous (infamous) Bull JJni^enitu^ 
^pndemneii lOi ptppo^tifms contaiaed in it* Tramhton 
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" C^iEN (Michael Ic), born in i66i. A Dominican, 
jft! man of great knowledge. He laboured niuch/ 
about ' the Eaftern Churches, and alfo about the 
Englifh Hierarchy. He particularly wrote againft 
Le Courayerjj on the validity of ordinatipns by 
Proteftant Billxops ; but the Englilh fetas litdc value 
upon thef^ difpuies, as the .Turks did on, the dii&rca' 
tioBs about the Greek Church* He died in 1703. 

Qis IN AVLT (Philip), born at Paris, in 1635, Auditor 
of Accompts, celebrated on account of his fweet lyric 
poems, and for the mildnei^ which ^he oppofed to the 
very unjuft fatires of Boileau againft him. 

Quinault. was in his way niuch fuperior to LuUi^. 
He will be always read ^ and LuUi, excepting his reci- 
tative, will fcarcely ever be fung any more. However, it 
was thought]} in the time of Quvnault, that he owed 
all his reputation f to Lulli« Time afcertain^ the 
true value of every thing* . 

.^ He Ihared, in common with other great n^en, the 
bounty of Louis XIV* but it was, a pittance. The 
greater liberality was beftowed on Lulli. He died ia 

., N. B. There is a ftor}' in the Literary Anecdotes^ that 
Boileau, being at the Opera-Houfe at Verfailles, 
faid to the box- keeper, '* Sir, place me where I 
^^ cannot hear the words. I am fond of the mufic 
f ^ of Lulli, but have a fovereign contempt for the 
. ** metre J of Quinault.'* 

It is not probable, however, that Boileay ever faid fogrofs 
a thing* If they had retrained themfelves to have made 
him fay, " Place me where I car) only hear the mufic,** it 
had been enough ; but it would have been, neverthelefs^ 
Vnjuft* Lulli has been furpaffed in every thing, except 
i^is Recitatives ; but Quinault has never been equalled* 

> ^ Qdinaiih wfote Operas, a&d LalJi cpmpofed the inufic to them. 

t Whofe fi^ufip W4S thoaeht to have brought the Autkor'a Poetry 
jnto vogue* Jot4, 

' X The word is MuJtqUi here^ which I have taken the liberty of 
cb&tiging> in order to mark the diftindioxi between the Pcet and the 
j^^^ciaOi ^hi^l| U C9fiifoi»&ded in ihf original. - /^/Vy 

M '■* •• - • • "• ' QyiNcv 
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urNcy (the. Marquis de), Licutcnant-Gcneral^ of 
the Artillery, and Author of Tbe Military. Hiftorj cf 
Louts XIl^. He enters into minute details, which 
may be ufeful to thofe who would follow in their read- 
ing the operations of a campaign. Thefe details may 
fornifh examples, in cafes exaifliy the fame way circum- 
fianced ; but this is rarely met with, either in bufinefa 
or in War. The refemblancea are always imperfeA, 
and the differences always great. The condud of war 
is like games of flcill, which can only be learned by 
pradice, .and the days of action are often but. game$ 
of chance* 

QyiNTiNiE (John-la), bom at Poitiers, in 1626. 
He taught the art of cultivating gardens, and of tran- 
planting trees. jHis precepts have been followed by 
all Europe, and his talents were liberally rewarded by 
Louis XIV. 

Racin£ (John), born at La Ferte-Milon, in 1639. 
He was educated at Port*- Royal. He wore the cede- 
fiaftical habit when he wrote the Tragedy of Tbeagenes^ 
which he dedicated to Moliere, and that of 7b€ 
Brother Enemies^ of which Moliere had given him the 
fubjeft. He is intituled Prior of Epinai, in the Privi^ 
lege dtt Rot of his Andromache. 

Louis XIV. was fenfible of his extraordinary merit. 
He appointed him one of his Gentlemen in Ordinary, 
named him fometimes of his parties to Marly, made 
him lie in his chamber in one of his iUne0es, and 
heaped kindnefies upon him^ notwithilanding which, 
poor Racine died of grjff, or fcar^ at his having off 
fended him. ' He was not fb great a philofopher as he 
was a poet. 

The world rendered him but tardy juftice, ^^ We havp 
** been affefted (fays St. Evremond) by Mariamne, by 
^^ SophoniO>a, by Alcione, by Andromache, and by 
** Britannicusl" Thus djd they place not only tli 
wretched Sophonifba of Corneille, but even the poor 
pieces of Akione and of Mariamne by the fi<Je of his 
immortal mader-pieees. Tht gold is confounded with 
the clay during the lives of the artiib-*-it is dcach ^^t 
feparaws il^cm. 
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It !$ worthy of remark, that Ratine having con- 
iulted Cornell le upon his Tragedy of Alexander^ Cor- 
neill& advifed him never to attempt the Buflctn ; afluring 
him, that he had not the ledft: talent for fuch kind of 
compofition. - 

■ We (hould not forget to mention here, that Racine 
xirrote againft the Janfenifts, and afterwards turned 
Janfeniit htmrelf. He died in 2699* 

Racine (Louis), fon to the immortal John Racine, 
followed the traces of his father, but^ in a path too 
narrow, and unworthy the Mufes. He underftobd the 
mechanjfm of verfe as well as his father, but ;p6flc(fcd 
neither his genius nor his graces. He wanted both 
invention and imagination*. 

He was a Janfenift as well as his father, and moll of 
his verfes were written for that fcft. There are fomc 
good lines to be found in his Poeni on Grace, and 
in that on Religioo Jtoo ; though this latter is too di« 
dadic and formal for poefy, and merely a tranfcript of 
PafcaFs Rejleffitms % ; but enlivened by fome fine dc- 
fcriptions, fuch . as thofe in the fecond Canto, in which 
he both tranflate^ and controverts Lucretius. 

Q€t B()Srit, mortels! qoi vous rend fi jaloax. 
N'fift qii*an fca qai s'tl'lame & s'eteint avec vdus. 
Quand par d'affreux iillona I'lmplacable vieillefle 
A fttr on front kideox imprime la triftefle. 
Que dans UQ corpi courbe foos an a mas de joors, 
Le fang comme a regret femble achever fon cours ; 
Lerfqo'en des yeax couverta d'on lugubre nuage 
1) nVnti^ det objets qu'ime infidelt image ; 
Qu'en debris chaquejoor le corps tombe & perit ; 
&n ruihes auli je vois tomber I'efprit. 
L'&mtt mouranie alors, fltn&beau fans nourritare, 
leitf par intervalleune loeiir obfciire* ^ 

Trifte deftin de rhondnie ! -ii arrive aa tombeaa« 
Plus faible^ plos enfant qu'il ne Ted au berceau, 

• Hie prefs labours under fuch mcbanical Poets, every day ; wbo 
not being able to write good profe, (hield their weaknefs under bad 
Terfe. ' ^onie great names nray be ranked under' tbe tirft part of the 
above defcription^ though they deferve neither of the cenfures in th« 
fatter part. Sen^ and wit cannot nrake a Poet ; they are but hit 

body# Invcnti9a uA inaginauon are hii fouh Tratulaior, 

»' ■ -. ' ■■•'•■••..:•■- Wbcji 
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La fQorc ia coap fatal frappe en/in Tedifice t 
Dans ua dernier fouplr achevant Ton fupplicei 
liOrfqaa vmde de fang le coeur fefte glace, 
Son ame s'cvapore, Se loot Thorn mc eft pafTe* 

That foul, vain mortals, which ye rate fo highy 
Connate with us is formed to live and die. ' 
When loathibme wrinkles ihalJ in time difgrace 
The florid kue of Youth's once jbcuod face .; 
When through decrepid limbs the blood's weak farco 
With lingering laoours to perform its courfe ; 
When eyes deep funk are dimn!d by length of yearin 
Throttgh whibh ea^h obj^ faithlefsly appears ; 
When inch impairs betoken our decay» 
. The ibul refponiive Uogoiifaes away : * . 
For file, but nouriihM in. the body's fraifje^ . . 
Like lamps exhaufted, yields a quivering 'flame* ' ' 
Hard fate of man ! whofe lot ia to b« curft ' ' 
With fecond childhbodi fiihicr than the iirft'l *.. • * 
Death ftrikes, at length, the«odding edifice^ 
When foul and body perifli in a trice : . 
For when thi4 vaunted foul breathes oilt itsflate^ ' 
The compound Man becomrieii annihilate K 
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He fometimes challenges, in this Poeniy the 
*• Whatever is, is right,'^ of Shaftefbury and Boling^ 
broke, fo Weil put into verfc by Pope. 

Sans donte qu'i ces mots des bords de la Tamife, 
Quelqqe abftrait raifonneur qui ne fe plaint de rien^ 
Dans Ton flegme Anglican s'ecriera. Tout ,e(i bien. 

Without doubt, at thefe word$, on the b^nks of the Thames^ 

Some Stoic abftradl, who concerns him at nought. 

With a true Britilh phlegm, cries, Tinngs areas they Bvghu 

Racine, in quality of Janfenift, was of, opinion that 
almo'ft every thing has been wrong a long time. He 
accufed Pope of irreligion. Pope was the fon of a Pa- 
pift, which is the denomination given to Rom^n Catholics 
in England. Pope, educated in that religion, which he 
femetimes turns into ridicule in his Epiities, would ne-* 

• M. Voltaire's turn of mind, may be plainly feen by the piece he 
quotes froni him« He did not chufe openly to fupport the opinion he 
here repuhlilhcs, but takes care to drop it ii^ you|r way, fnfafoMt, i^a 
if by accident. Translator^ 

ver 
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vcr, however, quit if, though he was philofopher, or 
rather becaufe he was philofopher enough to think tha( 
it was of little confequence to change it. 

Pope was much piqued at the accufations of RacinCt 
and Ramfey undertook to reconcile them. He was a 
Scotchman, of the clan of the Ramfeys, of which he took 
the name, according to the cuftom of that country. He 
came into France, after having taken his degrees ia 
Prefbyterianifm, Proteftantifm, and Quakerifm, and at- 
tached htmfelf to the illufl:rioqs Fenelon, whofe life he 
has written. He was the author of Cyrus^ sl very feeble 
imitation of Tlcmachus. He ventured to write a letter 
to Racine, under the name of Pope, in which he feems 
to vindicate himfelf. 

I lived a whole year with Mr. Pope : I knew that he 
' was incapable of writing in French, that he could hardly 
fpeak afentence in our language, and perufedour authors 
with great difficulty. This was publickly known in 
England. . I therefore aflfured Racine that this letter was 
written by Ramfey, and not by Pope. I was willing to (hew 
him the ridiculoufnefs of fuch a finefie. I alfo gave the 
ftory to the Public, in a chapter on Pope, which was 
reprinted often during the life of Pope himfelt 

However, after his death. Abbe L'Avocat printed 
this forged letter 6f Ramfcy*s, and has imputed it tO" 
Pope in his Portative Hiftorical Diftionary, where he 
has alfo copied feveral articles from the firft editions of 
this Catalogue of Writers of the Age of Louis XIV. into 
which he has inferted many anecdotes that are intirely 
falfe^ It is but jufttce to advertlfe the Public of the 
truth. 

Rance (John de Bouthillier), born in 1626, began 
with tranflating Anacreon^ and inftituted the feverc re- 
form of La Trappe, in 1 664. He exempted himfelf, as 
legiflator, from the law which obliges thofe who are there 
buried alive, to be ignorant of all the affairs of this . 
world. He wrote with elegance. 

What inconftancy in human nature! After having 
founded and governed his inftitution, he rcfigned thfc 

fuj)er- 
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iiiperintfndency of it, and afterwards ftrovc to regain in 
He died io 1700. 

' Rap IN (Rene, or Renatus), born at Tours,* in i6zi« 
A Jefuir, known by the Poem of 7i&^ Gardens^ ia Latin, 
and by feycral other literary works. He died in 1687. 

Rapin de Thovra« (Paul), born at Cadres, in 1661, 
a refugee in England, and a long time an Officer there. 
England was for miny years indebted to him 
for the only compleat good hiftory ever compiled 
of that kingdom, and the only impartial one they 
Iiad of a country where a fpirit of party mixes 
itfclf with every thing. It was even the only hif. 
tpry which could be named in Europe as any way ap* 
pro'aching toward the perfeftion required in works 
of this kind, till there lately appeared one publifhed by 
the celebrated Hufne, who knew how to write hiftory 
like a philofopher. He died at Welel, in 1725. 

Regis (Sylvan), born at Agenois, in 1632. His 
philofophical writings have loft all their currency, from 
the great difcoveries that have been made fince. He 
died in 1707. 

Regnard (Francis), born at Paris, in 1647. ^^^ 
voyages alone would have rendered him famous-. He 
was the firft Frenchman who had ever travelled as far 
as Lapland, He graved upon a rock there, this vcrie ; 

Sijiimus hie tandem nobis ubi defuit orbis. 

He was taken captive on the fca, near Provence, by 
the Corfairs, and made a flave at Algiers ; ranfomed 
from thence, and eftablifiied in France in the offices of 
1 reafurer of the Kingdom, and Lieutenant of the Waters 
and the Forefts, He lived both a voluptuary and a phi- 
lofopher. 

He was born with a lively genius, gay, and truly co- 
mic. His Comedy of ^he Gamefter is ranked with thofp 
of Moliere. One muft be very ignorant of the genius 
or talents of Authors, to imagine he had ftolen this piece 
from Dufrcni. He dedicated his Comedy of the Mi- 

nechmi 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XlV. ciliS 

recbmi to Defpreaux^ and afterwards wrote agamft him^ 
becaufe he thought Boileau did not do him juilice. 

This man^ fo gay in his life, died of chagrin9 
at the age of fifty-two. It was, whifpered alfo that lie 
had precipitated his death, which happened in iB^g* 

Reonier Desmarets (Seraphim), born at Paris, in 
163I. He has rendered great fervice to Letters^ 
and is author of fome French and Italian poetry. He 
made one of his Italiah pieces pafs for Petrarch^s. 
He could not have paflcd his French vcrfes, however, 
under the name of any great poet. He died in 1713. 

Renaudot (Theophraftus), a phyfician, and very 
knowing in more things than one. He was the firft 
publiiher of Gazettes in France. He died in 1720. 

Renaudot (Eufebius), born in 1646, very knowingin 
hiftory, and well fkilled in the Oriental languages. He 
ought to be reproached with having prevented the Dic- 
tionary of M. Bayle from being printed in France. 
He died in 1 720; 

Reymeau (Charles), born in 1656. He was of the 
Oratory, and of the Academy of Sciences. He was 
author of the Analyfis demonftrated^ publifhed in 1708. 
He was ftiled the Euclid of the higher geometry. He 
died in 1728. 

RicHELET (Casfar- Peter), the firft who ever publifhed 
a diftionary chiefly fatirical • ; an example more dan- 
gerous than ufeful. He is alfo the firit author of a dic- 
tionary in rhimcs ; a poor work, which only ferves to 
fliew "how few good or rich rhimcs there are in our 
poefy, and proves the great difficulty there is to write 
tolerable verfe in the French language. 

Richelieu (the Cardinal de). As Louis XIV. was 
born during his miniilry, we ought to clafs among the 
writers of this illuftrious Age the foCinder of the French 
Academy, and author himfelf of fevcral works. He 
framed The Method of Controverfy^ during his e^i^ilc at 
Avignon, after the afTaffination of the Marfhals D'An- 

^ To which may be ad4«cl^ tfi^/ff/W too. Tranflat^n 

^^ " ere 
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en and Galigai, his proteftors. His Principal Points of 
tie Catholic Religion^ InftruSiions for a Chrifiian^ and "J^bt 
Perfe3ion of a Cbriftian^ were written about the fame 
time. 

It IS, however^ certain, that he did not compofe T^i^^ 
PerfeBion of a Cbrijfian at the time that he had the Mar- 
ihal of Marillac condemned to death in his own houfe at 
Kue)» and that he was with Marion de POrme in his 
apartment, when the Judges pronounced the lentence 
didated by hin>. 

There are fevcral ,verfcs in bis ftile, in the allc*- 
gprical Tragi-comedy intitlcd Europa^ and in the 
Tragedy oiMiramis^ It is faid that he gave to five 8if- 
ferent authors the fubjcftjs of pieceis that were after* 
wards reprefented at the Cardinal's palace ; and that he 
had done better only to have employed Corneille, and 
left the fubjeft to his own choice. JJut the belt of his 
works was the dike at Rochelle *• 

The Abbe L'Avocat, Librarian of the Sorbonne, 
pretends, in his Hifiorical 'D'iLtionaryy that Cardinal 
Richelieu was author of the Tefiamemt which p^fles un- 
der his name. He thought it was becoming in him to 
pay fome refpeft to the memory of the bencfaftor of the 
Sorbonne ; but it was rendering a great diflcrvice to his 
memory, to accufc him of having written a book in 
which there are faults of every kind. If, unhappily, a 
Minitten of State could have been capable of compofing 
fo wretched a work, all that can be concluded from it is, 
that a man may be a grpat Minifter, or rather, a fuc- 
cefsful one, with a perfeiSt ignorance of the mofl jcom- 
mon fafts, liable to fhe groffeft c-rrcrs, and apt to foriij 
the moft ridiculous projedts* It is then to vindicate 
the memory of Cardinal Richelieu to dcmonftrate, as 
has already been done, that he could not be the author 
of this fame Teftamenty which, without his name, would 
have never been taken notice of, 

• * * ' . 

♦ He contrived a dike to ftbp op the harbour of Rochelle, then in 
pofleflion of the Huguenot?, which pfcven ;cd i be' r heing relieved- by 
iiea. and enabled louis XI H. to cake the towm Tranjlator^ 

The 
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'I'he Abbe L*Avocat, though he was Librarian of 
the Sorboiine, is deceived In faying, that there was found 
in that library a manufcript of this work, with mar- 
ginal notesj in the Cardinal's own hand-writing. The 
only manufcript (o marked, is one among the colleftion 
of papers relative to foreign affairs^ and which was not 
placed there till the ytar 1705. It is not the Tcftamenc 
that is fo marked, but a fuccmft narrative, compofcd by the 
.Abbede Bourzeis, towhich^ a long time after, was added 
this furreptitious Teftarhent 5 a.nd the very marginal 
hotes themff Ives^ written by the hand of the Cardinal^ 
prove that this fuccinft narrative was not his, as they 
point out the omiffions of the Abbe de Bourzeis, which 
ihoald be Tupplied, ttt the Anfwer to Mr. de Foncc- 
magne. 

There has been attributed to Cardinal Richelieu* yi 
Hijiory of a Mother and her Son. This is a recital, falfe 
in many particulars, of the unhappy difputes becwccrl 
Louis XIII, and his mother. This feeble and maimed 
hiftory is probably written by Mezeray. But among 
the multitude of books with which tht world is at pre- 
fcnt encumbered, what lignifies it from what hand art 
indifferent one has proceeded ? He died in 1642. 

RiER CAndrew du). Gentleman in Ordihary of the 
Eedcha fiber to the King, was a long time employed a<t 
Conftantinople, and in Egypt. He has left us a tran* 
flation of the Alcoran^ and ot the Hijiory of Perfta. 

RiER (Peter du), born at Paris, in i605. Secretary 
to the King, and Hiftoriographcr of France. He re^ 
tnained poor all his life, notwithftandmg his appoint- 
ments. He wrote nineteen dramatic pieces, and made 
thirteen tranflatiohs, which we; c all of them well re- 
ceived in his time* He died in 1658. 

RocHEFoucAULT (Francs Duke of^, born in 1613* ^ 
His Memoirs are read, and his Refledions are got by 
heart* He died in 1680 *. 

RoHAULT (James), born at Amiens, in 1620. He 
abridged and explained, with perfpicuity and method, 

• He was of the French School^ as it may be ftilcd — one of thofe 
lihiUers ef mankind who admit no virtue in human nature* Tranjlator, 

Vol. I. k the 
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'the philofophy of Dcfcartes. But at prcfent that phi-** 
lofophy, erroneous almoft in rvery thing, has no other 
mtritj except that of being oppofed tp the errors o£ 
the Ancients. He died in 1675 *. 

RoLLiN (Charles), born at Paris, in 1661. He was 
Reftor of the Univerfity, and the firft of that Body 
>vho wrote French with purity and eloquence ; though 
the latter volumes of his Ancient Htftory^ compofed ia 
too great hafte by other hands, are not equal to the 
firft parr, becaufe compilers are feldom eloquent^ and 
RoUin was : they are, however, the beft compilatioa 
that we have in any language. 

H's work would have been mofe valuable, if the au- 
thor had been more of a philofopher. There are a great 
many ancient hiftorics, but there are none which (hew 
that philofophic fpirit of inveftigation which diftin- 
guilhes the true from the falfe, the probable from the 
improbable, and paflfes over every circumftancc ufelefa 
to information or rcfledion. He died in 1741. 

RoTROu (John), born in 1609, the founder of the 
Theatre. The firft Scene, and a part of the fourth Adb, 
oihhfVenceJkus^ a Tragedy, are matter- pieces. Corneille 
called him his father. But we know how much the fon 
excelled the father. , IVenceJlaus was not compoftd 
till after the Cid. He died in 1650. 

Rousseau (John-Baptift), born at Paris, in 1650. 
Good verfts, great faults, and long misfortunes, have 
rendered him famous. We muft either impute to him 
the couplets which caufed his banilhment ; couplets ia 
' the fame ftile with many others which he acknowledged, 
or brand the two Tribunals which decreed againft him. 
Not but that two Tribunals, or even a more "numerous 
body, might have unanimoufly con;imitted as violent 
afts of injuftice, where a fpirit of party prevails; and 
there was a powerful party roufed againft Rouffeau. 
Few men ever excited, or fuftained, more enmity. The 
whole Public ,rofe up againft him till his banilhment, 

* He wrote alfo fome philofophlcal works himfelfy which have 
merit; They are againft fubibantial (orms, againit the attribi^'^g 
of fouls XM (lie braie creation^ and againii phyiicai accidents* 

and 
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Shd ewn for fomc years after ; but, at length, the fuc- 
tefs of La Motte, his rival, the reception he met with^ 
his reputation, which was thought ufurped, the arts he 
made iifc of to eftablilh to himfelf a fort of fovercignty 
in literature, provoked all the men of letters to revolt 
againft him, and reconciled them again to RoufTeau* 
"#hom they ftood in no awe of. They brought over 
ihoft of the Public to his fide. La Motte appeared to 
them too happy, becaufe he was rich^ and in favour. 
But they forgot that this man was blind, and labouring 
under difeafc. They corifidered RoufTeau only as aft 
Unfortunate exile^ without refledling that it is a greater 
misfortune to be blind and difeafed, than to live at 
Vienna or BruflelS. They were both, in truth, vcty 
Unhappy ; the one by nature, and the other from the 
unlucky circumitance which occafioned his fentence; 
and both together fcrve to Ihew how much injufticc 
there is in Mankind, how capricious they are in their 
judgments, and what folly it is to be over-anxious about 
their opinions^ He died at BrulTels, in 1740. 

Rouffcau -had neither humour, nor grace, nor le - 
timentj nor invention, in any of his works* He could 
turii a ftanza^ or a loofe epigram, tolerably welt) 
but his epiflles are written with an iron pen dipt in the 
moft loathfome gall *. He calls the McfdemoilcUes 
Louvancourt, who were three lovely fitters^ a trio of 
fierce wolves. He calls the Counfellor of State M. Rou- 
ille, a hi ting ^ fnappijh^ clownijh jack-puddings after hav- 
ing been profufe in his encomiums on him in a former 
very indifferent ode. The epithets oirafcahy fcoundrelsi 
&c. tarniih his epiftles. We ftiould certainly maintain 
a fpirited demeanour towards our enemies-, but fuch 
fcurrility as tbis^ without the lead wit or humour, 
fliews the reverfc of a noble foul. 

As to the couplets which drove him info banifliment, 
fee the articles La Mo^te and Saurin.. 

It itiuft be fufficient here to obferve, that RoufTeau 
having confefied he had written five of thofe unfortu&ate 

* A Erange metaplion Tranjlator. 

k % couplets^ 
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couplets, was guilty of all the others, in the opinion of 
all h's judges, and of all impartial men. His condudt 
after his condemnation is far from being any proof in 
his favour. There are letters yet extant from the Sieur 
Mcdine of Eruflels, in one of v^hich, dated May 7, 
1737, are thefe words r " Roufleau had no othei* table 
** but mine, no other afylum but my houfe ; he kiffed 

and embraced me a hundred times the very day that 

he prefled my creditors to arreft me." 

Add to this a pilgrimage he went to Our Lady of 
Hall, and then judge whether his denial of the couplets 
is to be credited upon his own afleveration. 

Rue (Charles de laj, born in 1643. A Jefoit. A 
French and Latin poet, and a preacher. He was one 
of thofe who were employed upon the books intitled 
the Dauphins*^ for the education of Monfeigncur* 
Virgil was the author that fell to his lot. 

He wrote feveral Tragedies and Comedies. His Tra- 
gedy of Sylla was offered to the Theatre, but refufed. He 
compofed another, called Lyfimacbus. It is believed 
that he wrote great part of the Adriaira. He lived in 
clofe intimacy with Baron, the ador, from whom.hei 
learned to declaim. There are two fermons of his that 
were much extolled ; one called the Dyii^g Sinner^ and 
the other the Dead Sinner. It was advertifed when he 
was to preach them.- He died in 1725. 

RuiNART (Thicrry)y a Benediftine^who died in 1707. 
He was a laborious critic. He fupported the argument 
againft Dod'A^ell -f-, that " the Church had, in- its pri- 
*' mitive times, a prodigious multitude of martyrs,'* 
Perhaps he did not fufficiently diftinguifh the martyrs- 
from thofe who died according to the common fate of 
mortality j the perfccutions on the fcore of religion, from 
thofe that arofe from political motives. Be that as* 
it will, he is re(;koned among the learned men of Im 
time. 

It was principally in this age tJiat the Benedidines 
. made the moft profound refearehes ; as Martene uporv 

• An edition of the Claffics noted In XJ/um Delpkini^ ^ranfiaur, 
f An EcgTHh deillical writer, tbid^ 

. ' -' - • the 
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the ancient rites of the Churchi Tuillier and many 
others alfo finiftied the raking out of the aflies the 
rubbifh of the middle age. This, was, befides, a new 
fort of ftudy,« which was peculiar to the Age of Louis 
XIV. and it was only in France that the Benedidines 
excelled in it. 

Sabliere (Antony de Rambouillet de la). Jlis ma- 
drigals are written with an art which excludes not the 
natural. He died in 1680. 

Sacy ls Maitre (Loui5-Ifaac\ born in 1613. One 
of the good Writers of Port-Royaf. The Bible of Roy^ 
aumont wa$ his, and a Tranjlation of the Comedies of ?V- 
rence. He died in 1684, 

"His brother, Antony le MaJtre, retired like him to 
Port-Royal. He had been a barrifter, and was thought 
to be a man of great eloquence ; but he was deemed 
fo no Ipnger after he had yielded to the vanity of print- 
ing his pleadings. 

There was another Sacy, a lawyer, and of the 
French Academy, but of another family, who gave 
us a very good tranflation of Pliny^s Letters^ in 1701.,. 

Sage (Le), born in 1667. His novel of G/7 5/^j \% 
ftill read, becaufc it is written naturally. He died 

in 1747 •• . . ... 

Saint- AuLAiRE (Francis- Jofeph de Beaupoil, Mar- 
quis of). It IS a very Angular thing, that the belt 
verfes which he has left us were written When he was 
above ninety yeairs of age. He fcarcely ever cultivated 
his talents for poetry till he was paft fixty, like the 
Marquis de la Fare -f. 

' Among the firft verfes that were known to be his, ' 
were the following, which had been before attributed 
to La Fare. 

O Mu(e legere tc facile. 
Qui fur le coteau d 'Helicon 
Vintes oiFrir au vieil Anacreon 
Cet art charmanl, cet art utiles 
Qui fait rendre douce U tranquile 
La plus incommode faifon; 

Vous 
* He wrote alfo The bachelor cf Salamanca ; Thi Devil on tivo 

Sticks y as Le Diable Boiteux is vilely tranllaicd j iV#w Adventures [of 

Don ^ixotCi &c. Tranjlatovm 
f bee the anicle under his name, in this catalogue of authors. Uid. 
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» « 

Vous qui He tant ie flears far ]e Parnafle eclofes 
Orniez i fes cotes lei graces & le ris, 

£t qui cachiez fes cheveux gris 

Sous tant de coi;ronnes de rofes, &c.' 

Thoa light and airy Mufe fo pleaGngt ^ . - -t 

Who on the top of Helicon 
lofpired the Old Anacreon 
Wiih love and revelry unceafing ; 

Which thawed in ancient blood the froft. 

Nor let an inch of life be loft. 
Who culled the ik>w'rs from fweet PamaBTcA 

Before his«inirth and graces ilrewn. 
And chaplets on his head did place. 

Nor let his fiiver locks be fhewn, &c« 

Tt was upon this piece that he was received into the 
Academy ; yet Boileau refufed him his vote on this 
*vcry account. He died ia 1742^ at near a hundred, 
feme fay a hundred and two. 

One day^ at the age of ninety-five, he fupped with 
the Duchcfs of Maine. She called him Apollo, and 
alked him to reveal to her feme fecret or other \ to 
'which he replied, extempore^ 

La Divtnite qui s'amufe 

A me demander mon fecret. 
Si j'ecais Apollon, ne ferait^oint ma Miife^ 
Elle ferait Theiis, 8c le jour finirait. 

( The Goddefs who now ft rives to gala 

A fecret that I would retain ; 
Were I Phoebus, Pd rcfufc 
E'er to confecrate nay Mufe ; 
As Thetis (he fhould rule the (ea» 
And ^uick Pd clofe the lingering day. 

Anacreon, when much younger, wrote many things 
not fo pretty. If the Greeks had bad writers among the;n 
equal to our good authors, they might hayc been ftill 
more vain, and we ihould applaud them now with yet 
more reafon. 

Sainte-Marthb. This family has been more thaa 
9 ccptury- ftrpile in good Authors. The , firtt, 

Charles 
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Charles dc Sainte-Marthe, was eloquent, for his time. 
He died in 1 555. 

Scevola, nephew to Charles, diftinguiflied himfelf 
both in letters and in public life. It was he that re- 
duced Poitiers under the fovercignty of Henry IV. He 
died at Loudun, in 1623, and the famous Urban Gra«- 
dier pronounced his funeral oration *. 

Abel de Sainte-Marthe, his fon, cultivated letters, 
lil^e Ms father, and died in 1652. His fon, named al- 
fo Abel, purfued his paths. He died in 1706. 

Scevpla and Lewis de Sainte-Marthe, twin-bro- 
thcrs, fons of the firft Scevola, and both buried in the 
fame tomb, in Paris, at St. Severin's, were illuf- 
irious in Literature. They compofed together the Gal^ 
lia Cbrijiiana, 

Denis de Sainte-Marthe, their brother, finilhcd 
this work, and died at Paris, in 1725; 

Peter Scevola de Sainte-Marthe, eldeft brother 
to the lafl; Scevola, was Hiftoriographer of France, 
and died in 1 690- 

Saint-Evremond (Charles), born in Normandy in 
1613. A voluptiious moral, letters written to perfons 
belonging to the Court at a time when the v/ord Courc 
was fpoken with an emphafis by all the world, and fomc 
indifferent lines, which are called familiar verfcs, writ-- 
ten in illuftrious focieties ; all thefe, wiih agoodfliare 
of virit, contributed to the reputation of his works. 

A perfon named DesMaifeaux publiflied them, with 
a life of the Author prefixed, which of itfclt is a lar^^ 
volume; and in thb great folio there are not/o.ur intereft^ 
ing pages. It is only fwelled with the fame particulars 
that arc to be found in the works of Saint Evremond. 
This is a piece of Bookfellers' craft, and an abufe of the. 
office of Editor. It is by fuch artifices that they have 
contrived to multiply volumes to infinity, without in- 
creaCng knowledge. 

His banilhment, his philofophy, and his writings, arQ 
fufficiently known. When ihey afkcd him, on hia 

• He publrfti^d federal pieces of poetry i but his beft work was one 
(Ukd P0dotrofhia^ /tu dt FunQvum Educatione* Traiijl, 

k 4 death' 
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death'bed, whether he would not reconcHe*- h^mfelf^ 
he an wered, '' 1 wifh I could reconcile myftlf to a good 
^' appetite," He liq3 intrrred in Weftminfter-Abbcy, 
among, the Kings and illultrious Perfonages of England, 
He died in 1703. , 

. Saint i'avin {Denis Sanguin de). He was one 
among thole men of merit whom Defpreayx confounded 
in hi^ Satire with the bad Wnters. Ihe little we have 
of his is thought to be compofed with tafte apd delica- 
cy. His perfonal merit is Ihjewn by the Epitaph made 
for him by Fieubet^ the Matter of Requefts^i one of 
t;ht moft poliihed Wits of the Age, 

« 

$o4i8 ce tombeau git Saint-'Pavinji 

Donne des larmes a fa fin. 

Tu fus de ies ^m'v peutecre ? 

Pleore ton fort & le fien : 

Tu n'cn fus pa^ ? pjeure le ticn, 

PaiTant, d'avoir macque d'en etre^ 

St. Pavin here is laid in daft ; 

Grieve for his ((cath all Readers muft ; • • 

For thoiie who Icnew hioi loi\ a treafure* 

Ai^d thofe }vho 4id uot miOed a pleafuxe^, , 

■ 

He died in 1670. 

Saint-Pierre (Cartel Abbe de), a Gentleman of 
Norm^iidy, who, though he had but a moderate for- 
turie^ tliared it for fome time with the celebrated Varig-. 
non arid Fontenelle. He was a great political writer^ 
The beft . definicion that could be given in general of 
Kis works, is what was laid of them by Cardinal Da 
Bois, that " they were the dreams of a good Citizen/*' 

He had the fimplicity to repeat over and over agaiii 
the moft trivial maxims of rnorals-, and fVom a fimilar 
Simplicity, ufed to prbpble impoffible things as praftica- 
blc. He was forever infifting on the projedl of a per-, 
petual peace, and of a fort of Parliament of Europej^ 
which he. called the European Diet-f^ 

* A clerical expreffion for coRtritioD, and making peace with one't 
confcience. TranJIator. 

t On the models Ifappofe, of the famousCooncilof the Amphycr- 
t^ons^ in Ao^ienc Qre^ce, ^d which avaikd them not» 1,M» 

A part 
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A part of this fame chimerical fchcme was imputed to 
Henry. IV. ; and the Abbe de St. Pierre, the better to 
tupport his whimiey, pretended that this European Diet 
had been appn)ved of and digcfted by the Dauphin 
Duke of Burgundy, and that the plan had been found 
among the papers of that Prince, 

This fiction he fuffered to pafs, in order the better to 
reciommehd his projeft 5 although he honeftly acknow- 
ledged the letter in which Cardinal Fleury replied to his. 
propofition. " You have forgotten. Sir, one prelimi- 
♦' nary article in your fchemc ; the commencing with 
•' fending a fuificient corps of Miffionaries to difpofe 
*' the hearts and minds of theleveral Potentates in Eu^ 
** 'rope to accept it. '* 

However, the Abbe de Saint Pierre was a very ufeful 
man. 'He greatly . contributed towards the delivering 
France from, the tyranny of arbitrary taxation. He 
wrote, and otherwife exerted himfelf againft it, 
. He was unanimoufly expelled from the French Aca-. 
demy, for having, undo- the Regency of the Duke of 
Orleans, preferred a little too uncouthly, in his Polijy^ 
nodia, the eftablifliment of Councils, to the manner ot 
governing by Louis XIV. Protcftor of ; the Academy. 
It was Cardinal de Polignac who made intereft to have 
him excluded, and carried His point. - What is very 
extraordinary is, that at that very time the Cardinal de 
Polignac had confpired againlt the Rt-gent ; and that' 
this 'Prince, who gave apartments in his Palace to Saint 
Pierre, and who had all his family in his fervtce, fgfFer- 
cd this exclufion to take place. The Abbe de Saint 
Pierre never complained of this injuftice; but continu- 
ed ftill to live, as a Philofophcr, with thofe very perfona 
who had voted againft him. 

Boyer, formerly Bifhop of Mirepoix, his own fellow- 
(ludent, prevented his elogy from being pronounced at 
bis death, in the Acadeniy, according to cuftom. Thofc 
fading flowers ftrewn over the grave of an Academician^ 
add nothing either to his fame or merit ; but the refufal 
of th?m w^s an infult j and thefervices which the Abbe 
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de Saint Pierre had rendered to the world, with his In* 
tegrity, and gcnrlencfs of manners, well dcferved ana-» 
ther fort of treatment. 

He died in 1743, at the age of eighty-two. A fcw^ 
days before his death, I aiked him what he thought 
about that event: to which he replied, " As of a* 
" journey into the country." 

The mod Angular traft among his works, is on the 
future annihilation of Mahoipetanifm. He lays that a 
time will come, when rcafon will prevail among men 
over fuperftition. Mankind will then, fays h^, begin 
to comprehend, that refignation, decency, and good 
works, are fufficient to recommend us to God. 'Tis 
impolTible, , he goes on, that a book wherein falfe pro- 
pofitions arc found to be given for true one^, abfurdities 
are oppofed to common fenfe, and praiies bellowed upon 
Imjuft aftions, could be a revelation derived from a per- 
fect Being. He fuppofes that in about five hundred 
years the human underftanding, even in the moft illite- 
rate, will view the Alcoran in its true light j that even 
the Grand Mufti himfdf, and the Cadis alfo, will be 
brought to refleft, that it muft be their own intereft to 
undeceive the world, and to render themfelvcs more ne- 
ceflkry and more refpedtable, in rendering religion 
more ftmple. This traft is curious. 

In his annals of Louis XIV. he lays, that the State 
ought to annex lodges to Bedlam for the reception of 
intolerant Theologifts; and that it would be fair 
game to cxpofe this fpecies of wicked folly upon the 
iiage. 

Sallo (Denis), born in 162 6, ACounfellorof the 
Parliament of Paris. He-was the firft projc&or of jfi//- > 
r^ry "Journals^ which Bayle afterwards perfefted; but 
which have been firice difgraced by fome fimilar works 
fet on foot by feveral mercenary Bookfellcrs, in imita- 
tion of them, anrf which a parcel of obfcurc Writers 
have Huffed with fal/e extrafts, infignificant apticles,. 
and heaps of lies. ' 

In fine, it has at length obtained into a fort of trad# 
ofpraifcs and cenfures, efpecially in the periodical Re- 

'views i. 
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views ; and Literature has fallen into the greatefl: con- 
tempt by fuch infamous pradticcs. He died in 1669. 

Sandras de Courtils, born at Montargis, in 1644. 
His name is only inferted here to inform the French, 
but more efpecially foreigners, how little credit is to be 
given to all thofe falfc Memoirs which are generally 
printed in Holland. Courtils was one of the moft cul- 
pable writers in this way. He overflowed Europe with 
fiftions, under the title of Private Hiftories. It was a 
fcandalous thing for a man who was a Captain in the 
Reghnent of Champagne, to go into Holland, to fell a 
parcel of inventions as fafts to the Bookfellers. 

He and his imitators, who have compofed fo many 
libfels againft their own country, againft good Princes 
who fcorncd to revenge it, and againft private perfons 
wha could not^ have deferve4 the execration of tha 
Public. ^ 

He wrote The Conduct .of France Jince the Peace of Ni- 
megueHy and "The Anfwer to the fame book. The State 
ef France under Louis XIII. and Louis XIV, The Con^- 
4u£l of Mars in the War with Holland. "The Amorous In^ 
trigues of the Great Meander, ^he Amorous Iniriguzs of 
prance. The Life of Turenne. The Life of Adiniral 
Coligni. The Memoirs of Rochefort^ of Artagnan^ of 
Monbrun^ of VordaCy and of the Marquis du Frene\ 
as alfo. The Political Teftament of Colbert^ and va- 
rious other works which have amufed and deceived' 
(he ignorant. 

He has been imitated by the Authors of thofe mifera-v 
ble pamphlets writtelh againft France,. 7i?^ Gleaner^ The 
Fault-finder^ &c, wretched produtkions, infpired by 
Jittnger, did^ted by ftupidicy and a difpofition to ly-^ 
ing, and hardly read even by the fcum of the people. 
IPie died at Paris in 17 12. 

Sanleque (Louis), a regular Canon, and a Poet that 
]>as written fome tolerable verfes. It was one of the 
cffefts of the Age of Louis XIV. to produce an infinite 
pumber of middling Poets, in whofc writings fome hap- 
py lines ar.e to be found, which, however, are more ow- 
ing .to temporary circumftances than to any efforts of 
^nius^ He died in 17x4. 

$AN(0II 
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Sanson (Nicholas), born at Abbeville, in 1600^ 
The father of Geography before William de l*Ifle. He 
died in ^667. He left two fons behind him, who in- 
. herited his merit. 

Santeuil (John-Baptifl), born at Paris, in i6oo. 
He paffed for an excellent Latin poet, if that could be, 
without being able to write a line of French verfe. His 
Hymns are fung in our churches. As I never lived with. 
Mecasnas between Virgil and Horace, 1' cannot be able 
to pronounce whether thefe Hymns are fo good as they 
are faid to be ; whether, for example, Orbis redemptor 
nunc redempluSj ht not a puerile play on words. I own 
I am very doubtful about all modern Latin Poetry* He 

* died in 1697.- " • . 

Sarrasin (John. Francis), born near Caen, in 1605, 
has. written agreeably, both in profeand verfe. He 
died in 1655*. 

S A VARY C James), born in 1622. The fifft who wrote 
on the fubjeft of Commerce. ' He had been a long time 
himfelf a merchant. The Coiincil confylted him upoa 
the Ordonnance of 1670, and he drew up almoft all the 
articles of it. The Didtionaty of Commerce we have 
of his, and of bis brother r hilemon^ Canon of Su 
' Maur, was a work .both- ufefui and new. But fOch 
books are to be looked upon hi the fame light with the 
interefts of Princes, which generally vary in lefs than 
half a century. The objefts and the channels, the 
gains and the policies of commerce, are not now what; 
they were in the days of Savary. He died in 1690. 

%SAUMAisE(Cteudius), born in Burgundy, in 1588. He 

^retired to Leyden, in order to enjoy his liberty. 'He was 

^ man of very great erudition.- It is faid that Cardinal 

. Richelieu offered him a penfion of twelve thoufand 

• There u an affeding atiecdotc related of this perfdn. He had 

• fome way difplcafed the Prince of Conti, to whom he bad been pri-» 
vate Secretary, and was difmifled his fervice, The grief for having * 

offended his patron, not for the jofsof his employ,, fo preyed upon his 
(pirits, that he died foon of a broken heart. What is the reafon that 
our fympatby is more ftrongJy moved towards foch an object, than to 
Dne broke on tiie wheel ? fra^flatQr, 

francs J% 
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•francs*, to return, to France, on condition that he 
would write in favour of his Miniftry, arid alfo compofe 
his life ; but that Saumaife loved his liberty too well, 
and hated him too much, whom he confidered as the 
greateft enemy to that very liberty, to accept the offer. 

The King of England, Charles II. employed him to 
compofe The Cry of the Royal Blood againji the Parricides . 
of Charles I. ; but the work did nocanfwer the reputa-^ 
tion of its author. Milton, author of a barbarous 
poem on the ftory of Adam^s Apple^ and the model of 
airthe barbarous poems framed upon the hiftorics of the 
OM Teftament, anfwercd Saumaife ; but refuted him as a 
fierce beaft combats a favage. Thefe two pieces of 
difgufting pedantry are fallen into oblivion; but the 
names of their authors have not yet perifhed. He died 
in 1653 f. 

Saurin (James), born at Nimes, in 1677. He wa» 
reckoned the beft preacher of the Reformed Churches* 
It was, however, objefted to him, in common with 
his brotherhood, that he dealt too much in what was 
called the refugee ftile. " It is difEcuk," he might fay, 
perhaps, " for thofe who have facrificed their country 

to their religion, to be able to fpeak their language 

with purity," &c. but in his time the French tongue 
was not impurcd in Holland, as it is at prefent. Bayle 
had nothing oi the refugee ftile in any of his writings^ 
He offended not by a familiarity of expreflion, which 
fometinies finks into vulgarity J. 

The faults in the language of the Calvinift Preachers, 
arofe from their copying the incorreft exprcfl|ons of the 

* The fame as Livres, which were of the value of twenty-pence at 
that time* Tranjlator. 

^ t M. Voltaire feems to have underHood Milton as Ihtle as he dij 
Shakefpeare^ clailiDg them both under the tide of barbarous Poets. He 
was .himfelf rather a man of talents and a lively imagination, than of 
ta(te or genius. I leave the critical Reader to note the diftindion. 
He was not original in any thing ; and his beil things are but fecond- 
beft. With regard to Milton,, it faiisfies me that Addifon differed 
from him, toto Farnajfo. See fny Note under the article Perrauit, 7ranJ!^ 

I This phraie is itfelf in the' very Hile he is reprehending. I have 
therefore made ufe of it by way of exemplifying the pafTage* Ibid» 

' - firfl: 






eMii THE AGE OF LOITIS ilV^ 

firft ' reformers. Bcfides, moft of them having htttt 
bred at Saumur, in Poitou, in Dauphiny, or in Lan* 
guedoc, retained the vicious manner of fpeech of thcf 
Provincials. 

They created for Saurift a place 6f Miriiftef to the 
Noblefle at the Hague. He was a learned man^ and 
addifted to pleafure. He died in 1736. 

Saurin (Jofeph), born near Orange in 1659^ ofthtf 
Academy of Sciences. *He was a kind of universal ge- 
nius ; but there remain to us of his works Only fbrilc 
cxtrafts from the Journal de SavanSj fame memoirs of 
mathematics, and his famous FaSfunl againft RoufFeau*. 

This profecution, fo unhappily memorable, brought 
him into note the remainder of his life, but ferved alfo to 
raife up againft him the moft infamous accufations.- 
Koufleau, exiled to Switzerland, and knowing that hi» 
enemy had been Paftor of the Reformed Church at 
Bcrcher, in the Bailiwick of Yverdun,, employed the 
moft malignant afliduity to procure teftimonies 
againft him. It is neceffary here to mention that Jo-^ 
fcph Saurin, difgufted with his Miniftry, and wholly 
occupied with philofophy and mathematics, had pre- 
ferred France, his native country, the city* 6f Paris, 
^nd the Academy of Sciences, to the village of Bercher. 
in order to efFcft this exchange, he was obliged to 
return again into the bofom of Mother Church, and ht 
recanted accordingly in the year 1690. The Bifhop of 
Meaux, Boffuct, thought he had converted a Parfon, but 
Jhe had only mended the fmall fortune of a philofopher. 
Sauf in happened to return to Switzerland ^ fevcral years^ 
after, to recover fome efFeds of his wife, whom he had 
alfo perfiiaded to quit the reformed religion. The Ma- 
giftrates ordered him to be arretted there, as an apoftattf 
Paftor, who had feduced his wife to apoftatize alio. 

All this paffcd in 1712, after the unlucky profeetr-^ 
tion of RouiTcau \ and Roufleau was at Soleure ^r^ j.uft 

• See the amcleirLA Motte Houdart and RoufSEAU, Trmnjl. 

f Soleurg or S^Utl^urH, a town of Si/vitsierlanJ, in a Canton of the 

hm^ name.. We are to fappole this (he place whtrre Siturl» Was arreil- 

9^ ^ 
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tit that time ; and it was then that the vileft libels were 
devifed againft Saurin. There were former crimes of 
a long (landing charged upon him, which would have 
dcferved hanging, had they betn true •, and they even 
produced an old letter, faid to be his^ in which he had 
himfelf made a confeflion of his crimes to a Paftor who 
was one of his friends. In fine, to compleat his igno* 
miny, they had the cruel bafcnefs to procure thcfc im- 
putations and this letter to be inferted in the Supple- 
ments of Bayle and of Moreri ; a new method malicioufly 
invented of polling a man throughout Europe ; a Ihock- 
ing degradation of literature, toconvertaDiftionary into 
a criminal regiftry 5 and to fully with culprit allegations 
thofe pages which ought to be facred to the fciences. 

Certainly this never was the defign of the firft au- 
thors of thefe Archives of Literature, which have been 
fince difgraced by fo many Appendixes, equally erro- 
IKOUS and contemptible. The art of writing has be- 
come, in many countries^ a fcandalous trade, in which 
a parcel of Bookfellers, who can fcarcely read them- 
felves, traffic for lies, fcandal, and other traih, at fo 
much per Iheet, with a fctt of mercenary ftribblers, who 
have reduced literature to a level with the meaneft pro- 
feflions. It ftiould never be permitted, at Ivaft, to in- 
fcn charges of a criminal nature into a Diftionary, and 
to aflume the province of an accufcr, without legal 
proofs for conviction. 

I happened tohavje an opportunity myfelf of examin- 
ing into thefe accufations againft Jofeph Saurin \ I 
fpoke to the Lord of the Village of Bercher, where, 
Saurin had been Paftor; I made inquiry about him 
from all the family of that gentleman ; and both 
he and every one of his connedions and dependants 
not only aflured me that they had never iecn the letter 
imputed to Saurin, but exprcffcd the warmeft rcfent- 
ment againft the fcandalous abyfe of him, which the 
Supplements to Bayle and Moreri had publifhed to the 
world : and this juft indignation, yfb'ich theymanifefted 

before 
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before nle, ought tojpafs iw his acquittal^ in tvcry Itiid 
genuous mind •. . 

I have likewife in my poflefiion the atteftatiohs of 
three Paftors, declaring the Letter charged upon Sau- 
rin to be a forgery, and that it was merely an cfFeft of 
the invidious calumny that men of letters are too fre-? 
quently apt to throw out againft each other. 

Jofeph Saurin died in 1737, like an intrepid philofo* 
pher, who was fenfible of the worthleffnefs of all the 
poffeflions in life, and full of the profoundeft contempt 
for all thole vain prejudices, thofe fruitlefs difputes^ 
thofe erroneous opinions, which fuperadd a weight to 
the already numberlefs evils of human life. 

Jofeph Saurin has left a fon behind him of real ma^it^ 
author of the Tragedy of Spartacus^ in which there are 
paffages comparable to fome of the beft in Corneillc. 

Sauveur (Jofeph), born at La Fleche in 1653. He 
taught himfelf the Elements of Geometry, without a 
tutor. He was one of the firft who calculated the odds 
at the games of chance. He faid, that whatever any ont. 
man can do in mathematics, any other might be. capable 
of doing alfo. This maxim, however, is to be re- 
ftrifted to the practice or fcientific part^ and cannot ex- 
tend to the inventive faculties. He had been dumb till 
he was fcven years old. He d ed in 1716. 

ScARRON (Paul), born in. 1598, and fon of a Privy- 
Counfellor. His Dramatic Pieces are rather Farces than 
Corned es. His Virgil Travejiie was excufable only in 
a buffoon* His ^Ibeatricol Novel -f is almoft the fold 
work of his that readers of any tafte can bear ilill to 
perufe; but they can only confider it as a lively^ amu- 
fing, and middling performance. Boileau predift^d this 
future character ot it. He died in 1660.. 

ScuDERi, (George de) born at Havre-de-Grace irt 
1603^ He was patronifed by Cardinal Richelieu, and 
for fome time balanced the reputation of Corneillc, His 
name is more known than his works^ He died in 

tsey. ; 

• Sec the note at the end of the article of La Motte IJoudart. 
f The French title is Roman Comique, 'which the ignorant •Tranfla* 
tor rendered literally» Comical Romance* Tranjlator. 

3 SCURID^ 
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ScvDERi (Magdalen) was filler to George, and born 
at Havre* in 1607; better known, at prefent, fropi fome 
pretty yerics which remain of her*s, than by her great 
folio Romances of Clelia and of Cyrus. 

Louis XIV. gave her a penfion, and always diftin- 
' guifiied her. She was the firft perlbn that obtained the 
prize of Eloquence founded by the Academy. She di- 
ed in 1701. 

Seorais (John), born at Caen in 1625. Madcmoi- 
fcllc * ufcd to call him a fort of Genius \ but he was a 
real one, and a perfon of true erudition. He was oj;)li- 
ged to quit the fervicc of that Princefs, for having op- 
pofed her marriage with the Count de Laufun. 

His Ebgies and his Tranflation of Virgil were once held 
in efleem •, but are never read now. It is remarkable, 
however, that part of the lines of the Pb&rfalia of Bre- 
bceuf arc ftill remembered, and. not one of the Eneid of 
Segrais ; yet Boileau praifed , Segrais, and abufed Bre^ 
boeuf. He died in 1701 +. 

Senaut (JohnFrancis), born in 1601. General of 
the Oratory. A preacher, who was, in comparifon with 
Father Bourdaloue, what Rotrou was, compared to Cor- 
neille. He is reckoned among the firft reftorers of elo- 
quence, rather than one of the fmall number of thofe 
thac were really eloquent themfelves. He died in 1692. 

Sbnz^ay, firft Valet-de-chambre to Maria-Thcrefa. 
A poet of a moft fingular imagination. His tale of Kai- 
mnc^ excepting a few pafTages, is a diftinguilhed work. 
It is an example to (hew that a ftory may be very well 
told in a difiTerent manner from La Fontaine. 

It is remarkable that this piece, the beft he ever wrote, 
is the only one that is not to be found in the coUedion 
of his writings. There are alfo, in his Labours of jlpol- 
lo^ many new and fingular beauties. 

Sevigns (Maria de Rabutin), born in 1626. Her 
Letters, filled with anecdotes, written with freedom, 
and in a ftile that both animates and paints, are^the beft 

• liademitfille Je Mmtpenfitr^ ftilcd Mademifelh alone, by way of 
iiftindiiony as the Dauphin is called Mon/eigneur* Tranflaior. 
t See the note apon the article of La Fatbtts. liid^ 

YoL. i. 1 criticifixi 
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criticifm * that can bemadc«pon thojfeftudied epilHes 
ftill aiming at wk, arid yet more upon thofe framed ants, 
which would imitate the epiftolary ftiie, in difplaymg' 
falfe feniiments, and relating feigned ftories to imaginary 
correfpond*:nt^. 

It is a pitv, however, that (he happened abfoiutcly to 
have no manner of tafte, that fhe could not do jufticc to 
Racine, and that (he compared the Funeral Oration pro- 
noimced by Mafcaron upon Turenne, to the great mkf- 
ter-piece of Flechier. She died in 1696. 

SiLVA, a Jew of Bourdeaux, and a celefcraccd Phyfician 
at Paris, y^rote a book, much approved of, upon the ar-- 
tide of Bleeding; but had a charafter fupcrior to his 
writings. He was one of thofe Phyficians whom Moliere 
neither could, nor dared, render ridiculous. He died 
about the year 1746. 

Simon (Richard), born in 1638, of the Orarory. He 
was an excellent critic. His Hifiory of the Origin and 
Progrefs of the Ec cleft ajlical Revenues ; his Critkal Hffiory 
of the Old fffiameni^ (£c. are read by all the learned. 
He died at Dieppe, in 1712: 

' Sir MONO (James), a Jcfuit, born about the year 
1559. He was one of the moft learned and moft ami- 
iable men of his time. One fcarcely knows that he 
was Conft?flbr to Louis XIIL becaufe it was difficult to 
fpeak of him at all, in fo difficult a fituation. He 
was chofen by the Pope, preferably to all the Italian 
Literati, to compofe the Preface to the Coliedion of the 
Councils. His numberlefs works were held in great 
efteem, but are very little read now. He died. in 
1651. " 

SiRMOND (John), nephew to tfie former. He v^as 
HiftoriographcF of France, with the ccmmiflion of ,Coun- 
fellor of State, which was generally annexed, to that of- 
fice. One of his principal works was the. life of Car- 
dinal Amboife, which he undertook, merely in order to 
prove that Miniftcr inferior to Cardinal Rxhelieu, his 

* By the word Criticifm muft b; mcahta ftan^ard or model, to com- 
pare oiher collections of familiar epitlles wilh. The exprciHon, how- 
ever, is unwari-anjablc. TranJJatar. . : 

* - - •-• , ' i ' pat^*on. 
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pfitron. He* was one of the firft members of the Aca* 
demy. He died in 1649. 

SoRBiERBS (Samuel), born in Dauphinc in 1610. 
One of thofe who have (lad the title of Hiftoriographer 
of France. ♦ He had becti an old friend of Pope Cle- 
ment IX. before his exaltation, and receiving but flight 
tokens of that Pontiff's liberality afterwards, wrote him 
this -biHet : '* Holy father, you only give ruffles to one 
who has no (hirt." He had a fmattering in various 
kinds of Sciences. He died in 1670. 

SuzB (the Countcfs Henrietta de Coligni de la), cei 
Icbrated in her time for her wit and poetry. She turned 
Catholic, merely be>:aufc her hufband was a Huguenot; 
aad then fcparated from him ; in order, as Quedn Chrif- 
tina faid, that Hie might never fee his face again, either 
in this world or the next *. She died in 1673. 

TAttBMANT (Francis), born at Rochelle in 1620^ 
The fccond tranllator of Plutarch. He died in 169^. ' 

Tallbmant (Paul\ born at Paris, in 1642. Al- 
though he was the grandfon of the rich Montoron, and 
fori of a Maftcr of Kcquefts who had pofTeffcd an eftate 
of two hundred thouland livres a-year, of our pre* 
fent currency, he was left without any fortune. Coi* 
bert fupportcd h-m, as he did other men of letters. 
He executed the principal part of the hiftory of the 
King illuftrated by medals. He died in 1712^, 

Talon (Omcr), Atcornc}''-General to the Parliament 

'of Paris, has left us lome ufeful memoirs, worthy of a 

good magiftrate and a good citizen. His eloquence, 

however, was not that of the politeft ages. He died in 

1652. 

Tart EBON, a Jcfuit. He trafiflated the fatires of Ho- 
race, of Juvenal, and of Pcrfius ; and fuppreffed thegrofs 
obfcenities, with which it is ftrange that Juvenal, but 
more efpecially Horace, Ihould have blotted their writ- 
ings f. He thus rendered the perufai of thefe authors 

* He had refidered her life mifersblci through jealoufy. He knew 
ihe had more wit than himlclf, and therefore fufpectcd her of fnone 
mckednefs. But vice is r«her more coirgenial with folly, translator* * 

t Voltaire bad done weU to have attended to fo jufl a fentiraenc 
hiaifdf^ in feme of his novels. UfJ. 

1 2 tnorc 
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more decent to young people, for whole ufe he meant 
his labour; but the tranflation is not literal enough for 
this purpofe. He has given the fcnfe, indeed, but not 
the meaning of the words, 

Terrasson (Abbe), born in 1669, A philofopher^ 
both during his life and at his death. There are 
fome fine paifages in. his Sethos *. His tranflation of 
Diodcrus is ufeful, but his critique upon Homer quite 
void of taftc. He died in 1 750. 

Thevenot (Mekhizedec), Librarian to the.King of 
France, and a celebrated writer of travels, was born at 
Paris in 1621 ; and had fcarcely pafled through his aca- 
demical iludies, when he difcovered in himfelf a ftrong 
paflion for vifiting foreign countries. However, he 
traverfed only part of Europe himfelf, but was indefati- 
;able in procuring particular information and memoirs 
Trom thole who had frequented other pares \ and from 
thefe he compofed his Travels into the Levant. 

When he had the care of the King's Library, though 
it was one of the beft furnifhed then in Europe, he found 
it deficient in above two thoufand volumes whjch he 
Jhad in his own, and fupplied it, befides printed books, 
with a number of choice manufaipts. Though he fpent 
mod: of his time among books, yet he found leifure to 
execute two honourable employs ; for he aflifted at the 
conclave held after the death of Pope Innocent X. 
and was the French Envoy at Genoa. He died in 
1692 1- 

Xhiters fJohn-Baptift), born at Chartres in 164 1. 
He compofed Several Diflertations. It was he tha€ 
wrote againfl: th6 infcription affixed to the Convent of the 
Cordeliers at Rheim.% ♦* To God, and to St. Francis, 
*• both crucified.'* He died in 1703. 

Thomassik (Louis), of the Oratory, born in Pro^ 
vence tn 1619. .A man of profound erudition. He 
was the firft who wrote comments on the Fathers, on the 

* A political and moral roaince, full of learning and philofophy. 
Tr^tnslaior. 

t I was forprifed to find tki* article paiTed by in Voltaire, itt the 
,midii of fo nutny more ioconfiderable onei^ 1 have therefore taken the 
liberty of fopplying il in iti place. /^/V* 

Councils, 
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Councils, and on Hiftory. His memory failed him to* 
ward the latter end of life ; he forgot every thing be. 
had known^ and recoUedted not even that he had ever 
written a line. He died in 1695. 
^ Thoymard (Nicholas), born atOrleanSjin 1629. It is 
faid that he had a great fliare in the Treatife of Cardinal 
Norris upon the Syrian Epdchas. His QmcGrdattce 9/ the 
fwr Evangetijts, in Greek, was efteemed a curious work.. 
He was only a mere man of learning ; but he was pro* 
foundly fo. He died in 1706. 

ToRCY (John-Baptift Colbert de), nephew to the great 
Colbert, Minifter ot State under Louis XIV. has left us 
fome memoirs from the peace of Ryfwick to that of 
Utrecht. They were printed while the firfl edition of 
this. EJfay en the Age of Louis XW. was in the prefs, and 
they confirm every thing that is here advanced. 

Thefe memoirs contain fome details, indeed, which 
are valuable only to thpfe who would be thorough- 
ly informed; but they are written with greater pu* 
rity than all the memoirs of his predeceflbrs. In 
them is to be found the true talle of Louis XlVth's 
Couit. But their chief merit lies in the fincerity bf the 
author. Trutl^ and Moderation have always guided his 
pen. He died m 1746. 

TeuREiL (James), born at Touloufe, in 1656. He 
was c^Iebriited for his translation of Demofibenes. He 
died in*i7i5. 

TocTRNEFORT (Jofcph Pitton de), born in Provence, 
in 1656. He was the greatell Botanift of his time. He 
was lent by Louis XIV. into Spain, England, Holland, 
Greece, and Aiia» to compleat his Natural Hiftory. Ho 
culled out thirteen hundred and thirty*(ix new fpecies of 
plants, and taught us to know and diftinguiih our own* 
He died in 1708. 

Lc TouRNEux, born in 1640. His Chrijlian Yenr is 
in many hands, though inferred at Rome in the Index of 
prohibited books, or rather for that very reafon *. H$ 
died in i686. 

* A firaniee' penrerfencit this in human nature ! But true It if, 
that the fureft way of'haTiug a book read, is not to ucmmtnJ^ but 
to forbid^ it. TranilatQr* 

1 3 Tris- 
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•/-.TRiSTAiSr, the Hermit,' Gentlcrflkn to GaUqii of Ori 
leans, brother to Louis XIII. The great and long fuci' 
cefs that his Tragedy of Mariantue was in poflfeflian of, 
was an efFe<5t of the ignorance of theiimcfs. THty had ho* 
thiiig better in -its kind ; and-vyhetb the reputation ©f that 
jnece wis eftabiiflied, it wasth^i work of: more tha^ oni 
T^^edjr. ofComeille's, to fink* it ihto'obliviont ' There 
aro ftill fome »natton$ fubfifting,t among whom very mid- 
dling compcfitiohs* gaisr for maftcr* pieces of writings be- 
caufe they have no Geniufes to'furpafs them. 
* it i$ hot generally, kiiown that Triftan.turtied the Of- 
fice., of ahfe. Virgin into verfe; oor is it ftrang^that Vt 
Ibouid :bcfo;> .He died in 1655: ' • 

His epitaph^ wntedn .by ' bimfelf, is as follows : . ' 



.w 



Je fis (5 pjii^ coucbt^^ jwprcfe d'un grand fckgneuf* 
J .. ,.Je irnj? wis toujpurs pauyj;^,, ^ wiihai de paraitrc i 

ie vecus darfs la peme, efperaii^^lebonheur, 
i^fiiourut fur uh tofffc eh a?^eiidknt^fnon maitrc *. '"** , '' 

V ^ . ~ . J '! •' i; • - I **• /•:!:*. . - "* 

^''*TuR^i^»rv^:^IIhi8^;greaft tfiaW**as left us fome Hifi^ 
fhbirsi whicKard to-be me^'Wrilb^ii{''?^is life, \^rftteft b^' 
Rknifty;"' We-Kk'vfc^any nfiefribitsb? dtrf Generals -jW 
^liy-^r^ not frU ^ft'ten likd'tlieteof XehoJi'h^hW C^kV^'- 
. Vaillant (John Foy), born-itrBd^vaif, in i&$iL 
'tik Piiblie 6wqS him T&^ m(fici^f'M^dls;;''iiri^*'tht 
King the half of^^hisCabinetfc- ThelMWifter^^btttfctit 
him to travel into Italy, Greece, Egypt, -TlTrk^fy^ifhd 
P^Wfei* -'fte" W&^itatM /by'thd' Cbr&irs ^of * ft4ffiet^ in. 



%&Ifo'(lfa^^y ^dir\^1^\i^' H&eAe^iti I706.' . '• - ---^^O 
"t J V^M^A'm :9db\-¥-'t'ri«l3iS'),-:'fe5i^'2tt''Konae/ iH 16^55 
H^Wie hisi> fath^^^^-ob^feis'Sftvefei ^Hji^as an Aht^^uSrf 
as well as he. He died in 1 708. -^ ^. ' ^'' '>2 '^ '^^ * 

^'Pf'y tq^axsy p^ct 0/ the itpry Qrcharajfter of the author, in the.abpi[Ci 
article. Tranjlatorx 

t When the Pirates took the vcflel he was in, he fcr^Ha\te(l tw^btftf 
of |h«^;cboi<5e3ft !M<«i»illr hft;fcad|alis(c>uithini|^in;ft hiicry, gnd-pb^-ficked 

ib^niovit^i^Piti^tbbkfifUrCf! Jdfa'rf.. - . .. . 

• ..' • 

• • • « • i« ' • 
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/ VALiwdotmr (Jrfai-BaptiftTHeDTy dii Trewffet de), 
hacn in 1655. An cpiftid whick Defprcaux addrefled to 
him, forcn^ the greartcft part of lus reputationr. ■ He: has 
kft «s foMic^trifling works. He. was a good fchgl&r ; but 
he made a great fortune^ which be could j>ievcr have doa^ 
iiad.'he toeen racrcly a rriaji of letters-. Litcr^tW^.^Ione, 
vkhout that aftive fiigaeity whidi renders a perfon ufe- 
fpl in the world, proetu;^s nothkg.but a life .of diflre^ 
ind'corirtnipt ^. 

One of the beft difcourfes ever pronounced .at 
the'Acaflemy^ is one inf which.. Mr., de Valiocpgrt en« 
•deavours to cure the error of that, infinite jauniber.of 
yduDg people, 1 wh«, mtfiakin]^ the paffion of fcribbling 
ftk a talent of writing ^, addrefs their miferable yerfeei (o 
Princes, deluge the prefs with .thdrpamphlets;. and then 
accufe the Age of ingratitude, or negledt, merely ti^aufe 
they are.nc>\wayiirfeful to the>wtoFld, or to tbemfelve?. He 
therein afiures them, that the low,eft pjt)fefliafts/^ 
much fuperiorto that \vfaich^they have; ^d^Jplt^ei* ^ 
died in" 1730A '/ " i. -r. •:.;//•: ■;. . j 

Vax o is .( Adrian)', born at f aris, in 1607.. Hiflofiq- 
grapher :|)f .Eranicd. vHis X>cA woii^&i are bis; Aumnki^ 
■tioi^QMsyiZJ!^ his'J^Jf^o^ of ^efirftJiace^^ He dicd.>io 

1092. . -»> ii. ,).'•'■ ' . ' :i ,.,., -.V - . jjv 

': . VAtbjsr (Heiwy)i; brother kQ die forteriiborja^n i $03. 
fUis Wiiilng&<ate«'lefs trfeful, to .'Fiance ^dian tHofe of \vs 
cbrother. -'HexliBdin. 11676; .j:::.; • : r- 

: rVABiiGtuoK *(Reter)i bom at Cam, in 1654. ' A Ja- 
-mods:lVl3nheroatfeTaiiir4: He died iti 17Z2. . :. , : 
' yA,Kii>jidsjv(AtJCOny). borainthe Marches rib 1-624. 
An Hiftorian more jagreeablCxjdian exadt ;{;. . He died 
in 1696. 

•J Li ¥A5iOft- (Michael)', of the Oratory. :Hd 'was a 
':Tcfu^ee ih Ebg^and. '^i^HtJicrj of Lours XIIL though 
.diffufe, t>ei-vy!j, >ajnd. tatiripaV.rKa^^^ been in jequeft on 
become of. inanyiingular.£ad:s;i^^^^ in it. But he 'is 
* - /• • t ' • •'.'*. -I . 

' *'<ir, at^beft,-t>of coldapi)latrfc?/* T/aftJldtbr. •'' ' ^ "' 

f Miftaking, as Pppe fays, a ftrong incflnation fdr a -^tnittfk liii^ 
1 ^, Voltaire's own character, Ibid^ 

1 4 atire-* 
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a tirefome declaitner, who in the Hiftory bf Louis XIIL 
labours to decry Louis XIV. and attacks both the 
living and the dead. He is miftaken only in a few 
fads, but appears to be wrong in all his judgments* 
J^c died in 17x8. 

Vayasseur, bom in the Charolois, in i6oj. A Je« 
futt, and a great fchblar. He was the firft who fhewed that 
neither the Greeks or Rx>mans were acquainted with the 
burlefque ftile, which is only a relick of faarbarifau 
He died in 168 x. 

Vaubak (the Marihal de) born in 1633. His Ri0l 
Tithe * was an idea which it was impoiSble to carry in- 
to execution, and indeed was a moft impracticable 
fchcme^ He has, however, left us feveral memoirs 
worthy of fo good a member of the Hate* He died in 
1707. 

VaugeLAs (Claudius Favrc de), born at Chamberry, 
in 1585. He was one of the firft that purged and me- 
thodized, the French language, a'nd of thole who were 
capable of writing poetry in Italian, without being able 
to do the fame m French.' He retouched, from time 
to time, his tranflation of ^intus Curtius^ for thirty 
years. Every perfon who woi^ld write well, (hould coi?^ 
rcift his works during his life. He died in 1 650. . • 

Le Vayer (Francis , born at Paris, in 1588. He 
was preceptor to iMonfieur,: brother to Louis Xiy» atid 
inftruded the King himfelf for the fpace of a year. IJe 
was Hiftoriograplier of France, pounfellor of State, a 
great Pyrrhonift, and publicly known for fuch : how- 
ever, this fceptic character prevented not his being in- 
truded with; fo confiderable. a charge. . ... 

* This' I fuppofe to be a modus of afcer^iping theexad^ tenth 
value of the produce of the land, payable to the Church, or t^e 
Lords of the Manor^« But is it not a thing extraordinary, that 
Voltake (hoald only 'ihention thi« perfon in the chara^fer bf a com- 
mon eiTayift, 'Who had diftinguiibed' himself both by -hia prafHce at^ 
writings as the greareft engineer of the age ; which^ fervices had 
laifed him to the firft miUtary honours, ana obtaii)(Kd him the lank 
a^\M^(hal? Translator^ < ] 

.'•r, ; • *^c' .-v-i '-' {■ \ ' There 
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.There is a great deal of fcicnce and reafbti tabc met 
Iwith in his works, though they are too diffufely written* 
He was the iirft who argued with fuccefs agatnft th,e 
opinion ' which becomes us fo Tittle, that our morals are 
better than thofe of the Ancients. 

His Treatifo On the Virtue of the Heathens, h ia 
efteem among the learned. His motto was^ 

De las cofas tnas fegaras^ 

La mas fegura es dudar; 

« 

In all the cafes thought moft clear, - ' 

To doubt the fafeft will be found ; 

like that of Montagne, What do I know f He died ia 
1672. * * 

Veissieres (Mathurin de la Croze) born at Nantesi, 
in I 66 k a Benediftine of Paris. His freedom of 
thinking, and his being a Prior, which forbad fuch d 
liberty, made him quit both his Order and his religion. 
He was a living library, and his memory was a pro- 
digy. 

cefidcs the many ufeful and agreeable things be was 
mailer of, he had Hudied others that lay out of the 
courie of geiieral literature ; as th^ ancient language of 
the Egyptians, for inftance. He wrote a work much 
cfteemed, intitled, T^he ChriJUanity of India. What is 
mbft curious^ in it is, that the Bramins believed in the 
Unity of the Godhead themfelves, though ftill leaving 
the people in the poffeffion of their idoft* * 

The rage of fcfibbling is fuch, that they have writ- 
ten a Life'bf this private man, in a volume as large as 
that of Alexander. This Ihort extradt, which appears 
yet too long, might have fufficed. He died at Berlin, 
in 1739. 

' Vergier (James) born at Paris, in 1675. f^e was 
with regard to La Fontaine, what Campiflron was in 
conaparifon of Racine, a natural but feeble imitator. 
Ji[e *WJ^s murdered by fome robbers, in 1720. They 
• have jgiven'us to Ujndefftand, in the Diftionary of Mo- 



eri^: tUat'he 'ktd written a lampodn againil a cerfdm 
po«rerful PiiQc^e, who had him afikfiinatid. The ftory 
]$fat(e« 

VtRTOT ( Reoe Aubert )^ born in Normandy, in 
1655. An elegant and agreeable biftorian'^4 He died 
in 1735. ; ^ 

VicHART PB Saint-Real. (Caefar), born'^^ ChaiA^ 
berry, but educated in France. His Hiftory of the Con^ 
/piracy of Venice, is a m after-piece f'- His Life -of Chriji 
is a very different performance. He died in 1692. 

ViLLARs DE MoNFAucoN (the Abbe de), born in 
1635, and famous for \i\% Count ie Cabalis. 'Tis a part 
of the ancient Mythology of the Perfians. The author 
was' killed, in 1673, by a piftol-fliot. It was faid that 
the* Sylphs had aflaffinated him, for having revealed their 
nsyfteries. ,.:• 

ViLLARS (thcMarflial Duke de), born in 1652. The 
firft volume of the Memoir^ which bear his name> was 
written by himfelf.j) He-^ould repeat ^11 the.beft paf* 
fagies of CprneiUe^ of Rac^inf, ^and.of M9^ffre. I he^rd 
him, one day, fay to a certain famous Minifter of St^e, 
who apoedfibd {urprifed ;at Ii^ remember^Rrg .j^ many 
verfes of^ Plays, " I have npc aSle^ fo often a$. ypu> 
*^ but I kflOAy more of the matten?* fHe diedin i734« 

V I L t E D I E-ur ( Madame de >. Hpr Romances 
J)roughth^r ipfa\^ reputation. I do. nof;:«neapjj:-hoWr 
evcr^ tO;fiMi)p^ria value upon aU tJie.Novefe:; with 
which France has been, and ftiU continues* )tq> ;b^ 
overwhelmed ;\ll|fcey nave been aU, except , iZtf/^-^ J^ the 
produdions of feeble Geniofes, who po^els a facility 
of writing things unworthy 'to be read" by , pQpfony 
of common feafe. . They 4Pe, f^r, the ipolt. paft^ 

\. .$ . . . . . ; ; ♦, I V . - 

* Tkc province of hiftory which he chofe, was the revqlutions of 
jtates, 'Tis the. moft. ufeful, . as well as the moft intere'fttng and 
'entertaining* part*.' Tra/tfiator. ;^ • , ?J ' ' ' • 

^> -j* Ot way Has written a play oji it... V^V. - 5 ' ;- 1. ..-' 

. X r think he might h^vp^ ju%. adfied,. The Fnik^fiyif jCItvetj'^ 
(he fame author, gee thq arcide LaFatTS rT£, . Uia^ ^. 
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devoid nrcTT of imagriration; artd four pages of Ariofta* 
contain more fancy in them than can be met with in 
all thofe infipid pieces which .iaipure the tafte of young 
people. She died in 1683^ 

ViLLiERS (Peter), born at Coignac, in 1648. A Je- 
fuit. He cultivated letters, >i^ jh general moft of that 
Order do. His fermons, and h^ poem on th>e Art of 
Preaching, had fome.reputatioili inbi« time. His ftan- 
zas upon folitude are 'much fuperior to thofe of St* 
Aroanty which ''were once fo greatly efteen*d;''bui arc 
not at prefent deemed worthy <jf dn Age which fo far ex* 
eels that of St; Amant. He died in 1 728. 

Vo ITU RE (Vincent), borrt at AtwienS^ in 1598. Ha 
was the firft in France who "obiaiinQd the title' df tm- hd 
efprit. He' h'ad littie iliore than that fort of merit 19 
his writings, updn which one-thight form a tafte; but 
this merit was at that time very rar^ft 
•We ^avel fonie VeW ^Yttty Vtrfe^ of his, but only 
few in number; Thofehtwtdte* for the Queen, Anne 
of Auftpia, ahd wliich' they htfVie ^ot printed in hfe col* 
ledtion, lare an^ ^xampk df^the^' ^altent freedom witkh 
was privileged at the Court <jf- 'that Ptin^ft,- whofit 
ftiildnefs and goodnefs were worn-out wifllr' tfri f ibiw 
jdeurs* 

. ' • - • • ' f«i * • • 

•MM-MMta* III I III I > «HMHM^|I . . I ■ ■ 
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Te peiifljs'ft \t Cardmal, • ' " 

J'enteti^ telAi dc la Valetti, ' • ..^ '' 

Pouvait voir Tccljft'fans egji, " 

Dans lequel maintcnant vous etc • J 
J'entens celui de la beaute ; 
Car aupres jc n'eftime gucrc, 
Cela foit dit fans vous deplairCj 
Tout I'eclat de la MajcHe, 

♦ It was then the ufage to ftrike ofF the final letters of a vcrfe, 
if they happened to interfere with the meafure, or the rhims ; as 
njous fUj for njous etes^ in the above inftance. The Englifh and Ita- 
lians make irt^ with the fame poetica lUentia* The French pocfy 
\% too much ftriitencd, and was formerly rather too profaic— ^ 

^ [ . I doubt 
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I doubt me if the Cardinal, 
I mean hit eminence Valette^ 
Can fee your eminence ;oVr all 
That pn a throne waa ever fet. 
The rank I hint at it your beaut]r» 
All other pomps or titles near, 
(ForgtVe, if I oftai in duty,) 
Mean and coocem^il^ appear f* 

He Wfote both Italian an^ Spaniih verfcs too with 
fuccds. He dted in i64Jt. 

It is of no cdnfequence to extend this Catalogue further : 
there are comprized in it a fmall number of great Ge« 
niuies, a pretty large lift of Imitators^ and wc might have 
given a much longer catalogue of the Learned. It will be 
rare, for the future, to fee new Geniufes rife up, * unlefs 
other manners^ and another ibrt of government, ihould 
give a; new turn to the minds of mci>. It will be im- 
po0^ble to fee men of univcrfal knowledge, becaufe every 
fcience is now become unbounded ; fo that each ftudent 
muft confine himfelf to the cultivation of a fmall por* 
tion of that V9^ field which the Age of Louis XIV. 
had. br^^'e up. . v 

* The thought in thcfe lines is borrowed from the Ancients ; and 
Bot from^the Poets, but the Pbilofophers ; one of whom calU 
beautj^ nafiral empirff and another (Piles it royaitj tuitbtut force. M», 
Voltaire ibbyld haye told ut upon what occ^^on this aiidrefs was 
written, or to what circumdance, relative to Valette, it alluded* 
He b coo fummary a writer. Tramjist^n 
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CELEBRATED ARTISTS. 



M U S I C I A N S. 



THE French mufic, at fcaft the vocal, has not hitherto 
been of the fame tafte with that of any other nation : 
nor could it be fo, bccaufe the French profody is different 
from that of all Europe. We always reft upon the laft 
fyllable, aDd all the other nations lean upon the penul- 
tima, or ante-penultima, as well as the Italians. Our 
language is the only one which has words terminating in 
€ mute ; and thefe e% which are not pronounced in read- 
ing, or in common fpeech, are marked in the accom- 
panied recitative, and this in an uniform manner ; as 
gloTHOij viaor-ieuj barbari-eUj furi^euy &c. This ten- 
ders the major part of our fongs, and our recitative^ ia- 
fupportable to thofe who have not been ufed to it. 

Our climate alfo refufes that lightnefs to the voices 
which the Italian Ikies afford it ; nor have we the cuftom 
that is pradlifed m Rome, and other States of Italy, to 
deprive men of their nianhood, in order to render their 
voices finer than thofe of women *. All this, joined' to 
the ilownefs of our finging, which makes a ftrange coi!!- 
traft with the vivacity of our manners, muft ever be 
the caufe that French mufic can be relilhed by the 
French alone. 

However, notwithftanding thefe reafons, fbreigners, 
who have refided for fome time in France, *-confers that 
cur mufical compofers have ihewn confiderable addre(s, 
in accommodating their airs to our words, and that this 
mufical manner of pronunciation is often a happy ex- 

* It muft be fo; for, with an equal fureetneftf their fuperior 
ftrength gives them an advantage, Tramlatvr. 

pre(Son4 
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preffion ; but then it is fo only for ears accu^ftomed to 
it, and requires a moft perfedt execution. 

Our inftrumental mufic is alfo a little infefted with 
the ipbriotooy apd <Iowneft'wbich>rj^ p5jej3:qd to our v0cal 
mufic : but many of our fymphonies, and above all our 
dancing tunes, have been better received in other na- 
tions. They are performed in many Italian Operas ; 
and there are fparcejy aoy otheilufed at a certain King's 
Theatre, who has eftablifhed the beft Opera in Europe, 
and who, among his other Angular talents, has moft 
affiduduHy cultivated chat of mufic *. 

Johw-Baptis't Lulli, born at Florence, in 1633, 
broughtinto France at fourteen years old, and then only 
a performer on the violin, wa^ the father of true mufic 
in France. He kneiv how to accommodate his art to 
the gemus of the language, which was the only way 
to lucceed. It is remarkable, that at that time tb€5 
Italian mufic preferved pretty much of the fame gra- 
vity, and that noble fimplicity, which we ftill admire in 
the recitatives of Lulli. 

Nothing can more refemble thofe recitatives than the 
famous Motet -f* of Luigi, fung in Italy with fo much 
fuccefs in the feventeenth century, and which begins 
thus: 

Sunt breves mundi rofae, 

Sunt fvjgitivi flores, 
Frondes veluti annofse. 

Suae labiles honores* 

The rofc*s fcent is brief. 

The flowers foon decay ; 
And like the autumn leaf, 

Earth's glories fade away. 

It Ihould be obferved, that in this mufic of meet 
declamation, which is the mehpce \\ of the Ancients,^ 
it muft.be principally the natural beauty of the wordsi 
that produces the beauty of the chaunr. We cannot well 

* The King of Pruffia. Translator, 

f The word is IWottetto, in Italian, and fignlfics any piece of 
Church mulic, lifid. ^ 

II Mehpeey accompanied recitative. JbiJ^ 

declaimi 
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declaim what does not deferve it. This is a point on 
which they were much miftaken in the days of Quinaulc 
and Lulli. Poets were jealous of the Poet, but envied 
not the Mufician. Boileau obje<3:ed to Quinault, 

t * » « » » . 

Ces heax communs de morale lubrique. 
Que LuUi lechauiFa des fons de fa mtffiqae. 

The common -place of lufcious morals^ 
Which LuIIJ heightened by his choials. 






Xhe.tcqder pi^oas thiat Qgrnauk fo welltsfpreffe^, 
were under biis pen a portrait .of the huaaan heart, ra* 
ther than a lujciom moral -^-^ QuinaiUt, by his di^ftion, 
heightened the mufic naorc . than the art of Lulli de^ 
vated his poefy. It required thefe two great men, and 
fca{)^ble AQorSb tid render fome fcenes of Atys, of Armi- 
48, and of Pvoland, an exhibition fuch as neither ancient 
(nor modern times had ev^ enjoyed. Unconaoftcd Airs, 
or light Sotinets, are not to be put in comparifon with 
fuch noble fcenes. Thofe detached Airs, or familUr 
Songs, in the ftile of our Chriftmas Carol-s, or the Ve- 
netian Ballads, were all the t^fle at that time. The flighter 
the mufic, the more eaiily it was retained in the memory. 
But the Recitative was fo fine, that Rameau has not been 
able to equal it. *^ I want .Singers/* he often fays ; but 
Luili needed only ABors. Rameau tickles the ears, but 
Lulli charmed the foul. It was one of the happineffcs 
of the aera of Louis XIV. that Lulli and Quinault were 
cotemporaries. He died in 1687. 

Aft^r LuUr, all the Muficians, as Golafle, Campra, 
Detouches, and the reft, have been only his imitators, 
'rill at laft Rameau has appeared, who has rifen above 
them all by the richnefs' of his harmony, and has ren-, 
dered Mufic almott a new art. 

With regard to our Church Muficians, though there 
are many famous ones in France, their compojTitions have 
not yet been performed in other countries. 

t Hovtever, Quinault himfelf was not fo very indulgent to h;s 
inufe, as Voltaire feems to be; for it is faid, that, in his more fc- 
rious moments, he repented him often of the too lufcious morals of 
fome of his pieces, Translator. 

PAINTERS. 
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I 



I 

T is not with a Painter^ as it is witli a Mufician. A Na-^ 
tioQ may have a fpecies of Mufic which may pleafe none 
but itfelf , becaufe the genius of the language may ad- 
mit of no other; but Painters ihould reprefent nature^^ 
which is the fame in all countries, and is feen with the 
fame eyes. 

. A Painter^ to have a good reputation, ihould have his 

pictures bear a price among foreigners. It is not fuf- 

ficient that he has got a few flatterers about him, or if 

A comniended in News-paper paragraphs or complimen'^ 

tary vcrfes. His pieces muft be, bought. 

What often contracts the genius of Painters, is what 
ihould feem to enlarge it. It is the academical tafte, the 
manner they are apt to copy from thofe who prefide: 
Academies are certainly very ufeful inftitutions for 
forming pupils, efpecially if the Diredors work in the^ 
great ilile themfelves. But if the Prefident has ^ con« 
fincd tafte ; if his manner be dry or hard ; if the figures 
are difproportioned ; if the piftures are painted like fan- 
mounts ; the fcholars, being curbed by imitation, or the 
defirie of pleafing a bad mailer, lofe intirely all idea of 
real nature. 

There is a kind of fatality attending all Academies. 
Not one piece that is called academical, has ever yet been 
reckoned a work of genius. Shew. me a man fearful of 
not being able to catch the manner of his cotcmporaries, 
and you will find his productions to be formal and con- 
flrained. Shew me another of a free fpirit, fond of the 
nature that he copies, and you will acknowledge his fuc- 
cefs. Almoft all the great Artifls have either flourifhed 
before the eflabliihment of Academies, or have employed 

their 
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their pencils in a different tafte from that which reigned 
in fuch focieties. 

Corneille, Racine, Defpreaux*, and the Painter Le 
Moine, not only took a different path from their co* 
temporaries, but had them all for their enemies, . , 

Nicholas Poussin, born at Anderley, in Normandy^ 
in the year. 1599, was the pupil of his own genius, but 
perfeded himfelf at Rome. He was ftiled the Painter 
of Men af Wit \ and might alfo have been ftiled that of 
TS/lcn of Tajle. He had no other fault, except his aggra- 
vating the dark fhadings of the Italian School. 

He was in his time the greateft Painter in Europe* 
Being invited from Rome to Paris, be fell a vid:im to 
envy and party, which made him quit his country* ' 
This misfortune has happened to more than one Artift. 
Pouffin returned back again to Rome, where he lived 
poor, but contented. His philofophy raifed him above 
fortune. He died in 1665. 

EusTACHius LE SiTEUR, bom at Paris, in 1617, ^^^^ 
ing no other matter than Vouct, became, however, an 
excellent Painter. He had carried his art to the higheft: 
degree, when he died, at the age of thirty-eight, in 

Bourdon and le Valentin were alfo famous- The 
three beft paintings that adorn the Church of St. Peter, 
at Rome, are thofe of Pouffin, of Bourdon, and of Va- 
lentin • 

Charles leBrun, born at Paris, in 1619. He had 
fcarcely diftinguilhed his talent, when the Superintenclant 
Fouquet, one of the moft liberal and the moft unfortu- 
nate men that ever lived, granted him a penfion of twenty- 
four thoufand Hvres, of the prefent currency. , 

It is remarkable that his pifture of Darius's Family, 
which is at Verfailles, is not difgraced by the colouring 
of that of Paul Veronefe, which hangs oppofite to 

• One might fuppofc from this palTage, that Corneille, Racine, 
and Defpr^ux, were aU Painterj. But this is Voltaire's manner of 
writing. He juft hints, en faffant, that fervile imitatioa is as great a 
difadvantage in poetry, as in painting. Tr/etnJlator% 

Vol. I, m itj 
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it; and furpafles it much, in the defign, the conipofi- 
tion, the dignity, the expreffion, and the fidelity ot the 
Cojiumc *. The prints or impreffions taken from his paint'. 
ings of Alexander's battles, are more in requeft than thofe 
of the battles of Confts^ntine by Raphael and by J^lio 
Romano, He died in 1690. 

Peter Mionard, born at TrOyes. in Chaijnpagne^ 
in 1610, was the rival of Le Brun fpr fome time ; out 
pofterity do not fee him in that light. He died in 169.5. 

Claudius Gelbe, called Claude Lokrain. His 
farher, who bound him apprentice to a paftry-cook, 
did not forefee that his fon would one day become one 
of the firft Landfcape-painters in Europe* He died at 
Rome, in 1678. 

Case. 1 here are fome pi(9:ures of his that begin to besyr 
a high price. They render juftice too late, in Frapce, to 
good artjfts. Their middling performances do too much 
injury to theic mafter-pieces. The Italians, on the con- 
trary, excufe the middling, on account of ,the excellent 
Qijes* Every other nation ^endeavours to extol their own 
country ; but the French feem to prefer foreigners, ig 
every thing. 

Joseph Parossel, born in 1648, was a good Paiti-» 
ter, but furpaffed by his fon. He died in 1704. 

John Jouvknet, born at Rouen, in 1644, ^ P^P^ ^ 
Lc Brun, but inferior to his mafter, though a good 
Painter. All his pieces have a yellow caft in them. He 
faw every thing in this light, from a lingular conforma* 
tion of his orgaus of fight -f-. He died in 1717. 

John-Baptist Sant jrre. He painted feveral admi- 
rable eafel-pieccs J,* of a colouring juft and tender, 

* An ttiention to the different cuftoms of tlmea and placet, which 
It Painter (houldobferve in his pictures. Tnauslafr* 

f It if more natural. I thinks to impute this circi|m^$^ce €9 thp. 
accidental humours of his body, than to the peculiarity of his vifual 
faculty. ^' People affefted with the jaundice, fee every thinj; of a. yiCl- 
low complexion. Ibid* 

X I*i<3:urcs to be fet in frames, in contradiftinflipn to at frefio^ or 
cieliog paintings. IbU* 

Hi$ 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. clxxix 

His pidure of Adam and Eve is the moft beautiful piece 
of painting in Europe. That of St. Thcrefa, in the 
Chapel of Verfailles, is a mafter-piece of grace ; and all 
that can be objected to it, is its being too voluptuous an 
Objeft for an altar. 

La Posse. diiilingullhcdliirofelf by a merit pretty nearly 
of the fame kind. 

Bom Boulogne Was an ejccdlent Painter. The beft 
proof of it is, that his pictures fell very dear, 

Louis Boulogne. His paintings, which are not with- 
out their merit, are lefs efteemed, however, than thofe of 
bid brother. 

Raovs, an unequal Painter ; but in his beft pieces he 
,has equalled Rembrandt. 

RiGAtJT. Although he had little reputation in 
any thiag but Portrait- painting, the large pi^ure in 
which he reprefents Cardinal Bouillon opening the Holy 
Year, is a chef-d'oeuvre equal to the beft works of Rubens. 

De Troye pdnted in tho tafte of Rigaut. .His fon 
drew fome hiftory- pieces that are -much efteemed. 

Watteau was in the beautiful, very nearly what Te-- 
niers was in the grotefque. He formed fcholars whofe 
pictures are in requeft. 

Le Moine has, perhaps, furpaffed all thefe Painters-, 
by the Gompofition of the Saloon of Hercules, at Ver- 
failles. Th^ apotheails was a piece of iialtery deiigned to 
pleafe Cardinal Hercules de Fleury, who had nothing in 
common with the fabulous hero but his i)3i)n^« It had 
been better, in tlie gallery of a King of France, to hare 
reprefented a» apotheofis of Henry IV. 

Le Moine, envied by his brother-artifts, and thinking 
himrielf not fufliciently recompenfed by the Cardinal, de- 
ftroye'd himfelf, in dcfpair, in 173 7* 
N Some others have excjeUed in painting animals, as 
Desportes and Oudrv ; others have fucceeded in Minias 
ture, and » great number in Portrait, painting. Some 
artifts, and particularly the famous Vaklo, diftinguifli 
tbemfelves, at this day, in greater works *, fo that it is to 
be hoped this art m\\ not be loft among us. 

ma Of 






dxxx THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 



Of SCULPTORS, ARGHITEGTSi 

ENGRAVERS, &c. 



SCtTLPTURE was carried up to its pcrfcdioti under 
Louis XIV. and fuftained itfelf in its full merit un- 
der Louis XV. 

James Sarratin, born in 1598, executed maftcr- 
pieces at Rome, for Pope Clement VIIL and worked 
afterwards at Paris with the fame fuccefs. He died in 
i66o. 

Peter Puget, born in 1662, an Architeft, Painter, 
and Sculptor; famous for feveral works that may bie 
feen both at Marfeilles and at Verfailles. He died in 

: Le Gros and Theodon have embelliflied Italy with 
their works. , Each of them made at Rome two Models^ 
which bore away the prize from all their competitors, and 
are reckoned among the chefs- dWuvres. Le Gros died 
at Rome, in 171 9. 

Francis Girardon, born in 1627, has equalled all 
that has come down to us of the works of Antiquity, by 
bis Baths of Apollo, and his Monument of Cardinal 
Hichelieu. He died in 1715. 
• The CoisEV aux and the Coustoux, with many other^, 
diftinguilhed themfelves at that time, but have been 
much furpafled fince, by four or five of our modem 
Sculptors.' 

Chauveav, Naitteuil, Meulan, AtTDRAi^r, He- 
PELiNG, Le Clerc, Drevet, Poilly, PicART, and 
DucHANGE, fucceeded alfoby better artifts^ have excel- 
led in the engraving of Cojpper-plates ; and thieir prints 

are 

! 
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Arc placed in . the cabinets of thofe who cannot affijrd 
the expence of Paintings. 

Some mere Goldfmichs, fuchas Balin and Germain-; 
have deferved jto be ranked among the moft celebrated 
Artifts, from the beauty of their defigns, and the elegance 
of their workmanfhip. 
. It is not fo eafy for a genius born with a fine tafte in 
Architefture, to exhibit his talents, as it is to all other 
artifts.' He cannot raife noble monuments of his ikilL 
except when Princes order them to be ereded. More 
than one Architedt has pofleffed talents that were ufeicfs 
to himfelf and the world. 

Francis Mansard was one of the beft Architeds ia 
Europe. The Caftle, or rather the Palace of Maifons, 
near St. Germain's, is a mafter-piecc, becaufe he was left 
iptirely at liberty to indulge his own genius in the edified 

Julius-Hardouin Mansard, his nephew, acquired 
^n immenfe fortune under Louis XIV. and was Superin^ 
tendantof the buildings. The fine Chapel of the Invalids 
i^ executed by him. lie could not display all his talents 
on that of Verfailles, where he was cramped by the 
ground. 

; It has been remarked of the City of IParis, that it has 
6nly two fountains in a good tafte ; the old one of John 
Gougeon, and the new one of Bouchardon ; and even 
thefe are very ill placed. It has likewife been objeded, 
that it has no other magnificent Theatre but that of the 
Louvre, which is never made ufe of; that audiences 
are forced to affemble in Play-houfes built without tafte, 
proportion, or ornament, and equally defcftive in the 
Situations, as in the cdnftrudtion ; while fuch a number 
of country-towns afford them examples of which they 
have not yet benefited. 

But France has been diftinguiflied by other public worksl 
of much greater importance ; by her vaft Hofpitals ; hcfr 
Magazines 5 her magnificent Bridges; her Quays; herim- 
menle Mounds to reftrain the riversi within their chan-" 
pels ; her Canals ; her Sluices ; her Ports ; and, above all, 
by thfe Military Architedture of fo many frontier-places, 
' ' ' ' " ' where 
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whwe fpUdity is joined to beauty. Every one knows thci 
works raifed upon the defigns of Perraujlt, of Levau^ 
and of DoRBAv. 

The art of Gardening was created and perfcdled by Lb 
^OTRB, for Pleafure-Grouftds ; and by La Quintinib, 
for the Fruit and Kitchen Gardens. It is not true, that 
La Notre carried his fimplicity fo far as familiarly to 
embrace the King and the Pope. His' pupil, CoUinau^ 
. afiured me, that thofe anecdotes, repeated in fo many 
Di&ionaries, were falfe ; but indeed one need not fuch i 
teftimony to be aflfured that an Overfeer of Gardens tould 
not ufe the freedom of kif&ng Kings and Popes on boti 
j^des their ears *. / 

The engraving in precious flones ; the tKcs for Me- 
dals ; the cafling of types for Printing ; all thefe are ligns 
of the rapid progrefs of the other Arts. 
* the Clock and Watch-makers, who may be confi- 
(dered as a fort of pradical Natural Philofophers, have 

Stven caufe to admire the ingenuity of their workman- 

They have ilwidcd their filks, and even the gold which 
is worked. Up with them, with an art and tafte fo curious, 
that though they are only worn for fumptuous appard, 
tbey deferve lo be treafured up as the monument^ of &iU 
and induliry. 

They began to nuke China-ware at St* Cloudy before 
they attempted it in any. other part of Europe. 

In Ihort, the laft Age has p\lt it in the power of. the 
prefent to colle(Sfc into one body, and to tranfmit to 
poftcrity, the depofit of all the Arts and of all the Sciences, 
carried as far as hunuin induftry could extend them ; in 
which work a. jfociety of ingenious men, endowed both 
^ith capacity and learning, have jointly laboured "f*. 

This extenfive and imnaortal undertaking feenw to ac- 
cuie the ihcfitnefs of buman^ life. It was commenced by 

^ Kiffing firft one ctitfek, then the other, su is faid in thefe Dic- 
tionary MemorfS. frOHslatar 
^ Tlie Freiicfi Eficycfopdudiar Ihid. 

Meffieur? 
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Meffieurs D*Alembert and Diderot, thwarted and 
perfecuted by envy and ignorance. This is the fate 
of all great enterprises. It were to be wiihed that 
fome foreign compiler? had not difgraced this important 
work by puerile declamations, and common-place infi- 
pidities ; which, however, are not capable of prevent- 
ing the original part of it from being ferviceab^ to the 
world. 
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compofed all our poetry; and Rabelais was our only 
book in profe, that was current at the time of Henry ll. 

In a word, Italy alone was in pojQTeflion of every art 
and fcience, excepting mufic, which had not then been 
brought to any perfcftion, and experimental philof »phy, 
equally unknown, every where -, and which G alileo af- 
terwards introduced to the world. 

The fourth age is that which is named the Age of 
Louis XIV. and is, perhaps, the one of the four that ap- 
proaches the neareft to perfedion. Enriched with the 
difcovcries of the three former, it excelled, in certain 
things, the three others put together. None of the arts, 
it muft be confeflcd, were carried farther, than under 
the Medietas, the Augnftus's, and the Alexanders* ; but 
the human underftanding became much more enlighten* 
edj True philofophy was not known till that time j 
and ft is but juftice to fay, that commencing from the 
laft year of Cardinal Richelieu, and proceeding to thofc 
which immediatelv fucceeded the death of Louis XIV, 
there came to pals, in our arts, in our minds, in our 
manners, as well as in our government, a general revo- 
lution, which ought to fervc as an eternal mark of the 
true glory of our'coiifitryr^'TKirtrappy^u^^ 
not even confine itfelf to France; it extended alfo to 
England, and eicited an emulation which that profound 
and ingenious nation then flood in need of j it infpired a 
tafte in Germany, and introduced the fcienccs into Ruf- 
lia ; it even re-animated Italy, which had begun to lan- 
guish, and all Europe is indebtedfor ^its polirenefs and 
its focial fpirit, to the Court of Louisa XIV. ♦ 

• What a declamation, and thoroughly French ! ft puts one inxnind 
of a dancing-mailer in fome play, who, when MMi^eiri^/j elopes with 
her lover, imputes the indifcretion entirely to her not ifaving teumed to 
dance. RgJeunt Saturnia regna. France gave the ^0«f to all Kurope I 
Louis failed in his fcheme of univerfal monarclivj^-Mailborough and 
he differed in that point; but Voltaire, to ^nake him amends, has 
given bim an univerikl ehipire over the arts, fciences and literature. 
Was- it Defcartes that inftrufted Newton ? Was it Boileau who infpjred 
Milton ? And did not Shakefpeare and Bacon precede Le Stetle de 
Louit ^atorze P 

Voltaire ipeaks here in profe, almofl with as much hyperbole, as 

B 2 Fontsiiu^" 
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It is not pretended, that thcfe four ages were exempt 
TQin misfortunes or from crimes. The perfeftion of • 
ifts, cultivated by private and peaceable individuals, . 
:ould not prevent Princes from being ambitious, the 
)cople from falling into fedition^ or the priefts and . 
nfonks from beirfg fcmctimes turbulent and knavilh, 
\11 age^ were alike, with regard to the wickednefs of 
nen ; but I know only of thefe four eras diftinguiflied 
"or perfons of extraordinary talents. 

•JBefore the age which I ftile that of Louis XIV. and - 
vWch commenced about the time that the French Aca* 
lemy was eftablifhed, the Italians denominated all the . 
Jltramontanes * barbarians ; and it mufl: be confeffed, 
hat then the French merited," in a great meafure, this . 
harafter. Their forefathers join^ the romantic chi- 
valry of the Moors, to the Gothic groflhefs of mianners y 
nd had among them fcarcely any of the polite arts ; 
/hich proves, that the ufeful ones were negleftcd : for , 
/hen a people have provided what is neceffary, the next 
hmg they think of, is the elegancies and fuperfluities bf 
ife. And it is not to be wondered at, that painting, 
culpture, poetry, eloquence, or philofophy, were al- 
noft unknown to a nation, which having ports on the 
)cean and the^ Mediterranean, bad,, .h'jowever, no fleet j 
nd who indulged themfelves in luxury to excefs, with- . 
ut having even the coarfefl: manufadlures fabricated in 
beir country. 

ontaine does in Verfe, where he addreffes kacine^ on his being ap- ^ 

oiirted biftoriographcr to Louis XIV. 

"•* 

On nous promet Vbijioire^ ?ff cefl un haut projet. 

J^ attends heaucoup de Part, beaucoup plus du/ujet. 
Jl eft ricbe^ il eft <vaftet il eft plein de nohlejfe ; 
Jl me feroit trembler pour Rome f ^ pour la Greet* 

9 

This hiftory is, indeed, a noble objeft. 

Much from thy art is hoped, more from tbe.fubjfeft, 

A theme fo rich, fo great, fo full of glory j 

I tremble for the Greek and Roman ftory. 

• The countries on the other fide the Alps.; France, Germany, ,&<?• 
hey.learned this from Greece too, who ftiled all^ nations but their 
^nTo. 

The 
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The Jews, the Geno(?fe, the Venetians, the Portu 
guefe, the Flemings, the Hollanders, and the Englifh 
by turns carried on the commerce of France, which ^wai^ 
'ignorant of the very principles of it. Louis XIIL at hi$ 
-acceffion to the throne, was not matter pf a fingle veflcl : 
Paris did not contain quite four hundred thoufand fouls, 
and was not decorated with above four handfome edifi- 
ces, the other towns of the kingdom refembling thofe 
villages that are fituated on the other fide the Loire, 
•The nobleffe, garrifoned throughout the country irji 
caftfcs, or towers, furrounded by moats, opprefled the 
tillers of the foil. The high-ways were almoft impaf- \ 
-feble, the cities without police, the (late without money, ' 
and the government moft generally without credit among^^ 
other nations. 

One muft not diflemble, that lioce the decline of the 
Charlemagne family, France hars languifhed, more or 
iefs, in the fame decay, becaufe (he had hardly ever the 
advantage of a good government. 

It is neceflary, in order to render a ftate powerful, 
cither that the people fhould enjoy a. freedom founded 
on laws, or that the fovereign authority Ihould be ab* 
folute, or without controul. In France, the people in 
general were flaves, till about the time of Philip Augus- 
tus; the nobility tyrants, till Louis XI. ; and the Kings, 
always occupied in maintaining their authority againit 
their vaflals, * were never at leifure enough to confidcr- 
about the profperity of their fubjefts, nor the power tQ 
render them happy. 

Louis XI. enlarged the prerogative royal confiderably,', 
but did nothing for the felicity or glory of the nation *• 
Francis I. gave rife to commerce, to navigation, to let- 
ters, and all the arts ; but his life was too unfortunate 
to make them ftrike root in France, and they all died 
away with him. Henry the Great was endeavouring to 
refcue France from the calamities and barbarifm mto 
which thirty years of ^difcord had plunged her, when he 

? Louis Xr. a^ a French Hiftorian cxpreiTes himfelf, fut U premier 
^tl mit Ui roU hen de page^ 

B 2 w^s 
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was affaflinatcd in the capital, amidft the very people 
whofe welfare he was exerting himfelf about. Cardinal 
Richelieu, wholly occupied in lowering the Houfe of 
Auftria, in abolilhing the Calvinifts, and reducing the 
power of the nobles, did not poflefs a power peaceable 
enough to reform the nation ; but he commenced, how- 
ever, this happy work. 

So that during an interval of nine hundred years, the 
genius of the French was cramped under aGothic govern- 
ment, in the midft of divifions and civil wars, having nei- 
ther laws nor cuftoms eftablifhed, and changing from 
age to age a language always barbarous; the noble$ 
without education addifting themfelvcs, by turns, to 
war and idlenefs i the clergy living in diforder and ig- 
norance; and the people without induftry, crouching 
under their mifery. 

The French bore no part, either in the great difco- 
veries, or in the happy inventions of other nations^ 
printing, gunpowder, glafs, the telefcope, the fedtor, 
the air-pump, the true fyftem of the Univerfe, were no 
property of theirs. - They employed thcmfelves" in tilts 
and tournaments-, while the Spaniards and Portuguefe 
were difcovering and conquering the Eaftcrn and Weft- 
cm worlds. Chafks V. had rendered the treafures 
of Mexico current in Europe, before the fubjtrfts of 
Francis I. had difcovered the barren country of Canada. 
But even from the little that the French did, in the be- 
ginning of 'he fixtcenth century, one may be able to 
judge what they arc naturally capable of, under proper 
aufpices. 

Wc purpofe now to fhew what they were, under 
Louis XIV. 

It muft not be expefted to meet with here, any more 
than in thehiftory of the preceding times, tedious details 
of wars, of fieges, of towns taken and recovered by 
arms, furrendercd and reftored again by treaties. A 
thoufand circumfUnces which might have been intereft- 
ing to cotemporaries, become of no confequence to pof- 
terity, and are entirely loft in the contemplation of the 

great events which have decided the fate of Empire?, 

Jt 
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It IS not every fa£t that has happened, which defcrves to 
be recorded. We Ihall, therefore, in the following hlf- 
tory, only have regard to what may merit the attention 
of all times, to what may delineate the genius and the 
manners of men, to whatever may ferve for inftruction, 
and recommend the love of virtue, of the arts, and of 
our country. 

We (hall firft (hew what France and the other States of 
Europe were, before the birth of Louis XIV.-, after 
which the great events, both political and military, of 
his reign, Ihall be then defcribed. The interior govern- 
ment of the kingdom, the moft important objedt to the 
people, fliall be treated of leparately. The private life 
of Louis XIV. the particulars of his Court, and of his 
reign, will pccupy a large fpace in this work. Other 
parts fhalL be appropriated to the arts, thefciences, and 
to the progrefs of the human mind in this age. We fliall 
finally fpeak of the Church, which has been fo long con- 
hefted with the ftate, which fometim;:S difturbs, and 
fometimes ftrengthens it ; and which, though inftituted 
for the inftruction of morals, is too oftea impured by 
politics and human paQionsJ 



C H A P. IL 

^e States of Europe before Louis XTV. 

CH R I S T I A N Europe, all except Ruffia, might 
for a long time have been confidered as a fort of 
great Republic, divided into fevcral States, fome monar- 
chical, and others mixt. Of the latter,' fome were arifto- 
cratical, and others popular-, but all connected with one 
another; all profeffing the fame fyftem of religion, tho^ 
divided into feveral feds ; all acknowledging the fame 
principles of public juftice and policies, unknown to 
the other nations of the world; 

*Tis from thefe principles that the European nations 
do not make flaves of their prifoners taken in war 5 that 
they refpedi; tb^ ambajSTadors of their enemies \ that they 

B 4 . have 
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have agreed among rhcmfelves about the pre-eminence 
and the rights of certain princes, as the Emperor,* tH6 
Kings, and other leffer potentates ; and above all, that! 
they have confederated together in that found policy of 
preferving among the State's, as far as poflibly they can^' 
an even balance of power-, afllduoufly employing nego^ 
tiations, evfninthenlidft of war ; exchanging ambafla-: 
dors with one another, or penfioning fpies in a lefs hc(- 
nourable ftation, who may advife all the Courts of the 
projcfts of any particular one,* give at the farhe time the* 
alarm to Europe, and defend the v/eaker States from the 
invafions which the ftronger are too generally apt to un* 

dertake. * ' 

Since Charles V. the balance leaned towards the 
Houfe of Aiiftria. 'This po\V'erful family were, about the 
year 1630, m-ftrefs of Spain, of Portugal, and'the trea- 
fures of America; the Low Countries, the Milanefe, the 
Kingdom of Naples,' .Bohemia, Hungary.; even Germa- 
ny, (if one may fay fo) were become their' patrimony ; 
andff fo many States had bfen united under any finglc 
prince of this family, it muft be acknowledged that al^ 
the reft of Europe muft have fubmitted to his empire. 

Of G E R M A N y. 

,. . ... 

THE German Empire h the moft powerful neigh- 
bour of France. It is more extenfive, and thpugh lefs 
rich,, perhaps, in money, it is far more fruitful iii 
hardy and athletic men, who patiently endure the yoke 
of labour. The German Nation is governed, pretty 
nearly, as France v/as formerly by the firft Kings of 
the Capet rac6, who were Chiefs often ill obeyed, by 
feveral of their great,- and alfo many of their inferior 
vaffa'ls. At prefenr, fixty Free Towns, whieh are called 
Imperial ones-, about as^many fecular Sbvereigns ; near 
forty Ecclefiaftical Princes,^ be they Bifhops or Abbots ; 
nineElecl:ors, amrong.wliGm may no^ be reckoned four 
Kings; and in fine. the. Emperor,' Chief of all thefe 
Potentates ; form* this great Germanic body,' which has 
been preferved unto thefe days, through the phlegma- 
' * 1 • • • •■ • . , ' . v ' V ' ,. tic 



1 

I 



•>U_4 AG_E OF LOUIS XIV. ' ^ 

"^C'tepper otAhe Germans, with aimoft as much regu- 
larity, as there was^ formerly, confufion in the French 
^vcmnfent. / -/• ^ - ' ^ ^ ^ ■. . ■ -. 

Each^'tnembcr of the Empire has his rights, his pri- 
vileges, and his duties ; and the laborious knowledge 
• of fo many laws, which are often contefted, is what is 
called, in Germany,* the Sludy of l he Laws of Nations^ 
for which that nation is fo famous. ' 

r 

The Emperor himfelf is not, in reality, richer or 
xnore powerfu-l than a - Doge of Venice. It is well 
jcnown that GfCrmany, being divided intoFree Towns and 
Principalities, can afford nothing to the Chief of all 
thefe petty States, except a pre-eminence, with vaft 
.Jionoijrs, *ind6ed, but without dominions, without mo- 
tley, and confcquently without power. To the title of 
Emperor, there is not annexed onefingle village. Ne- 
yerthekfs this dignity, often as vain as it is void, be- 
came lb powerful in the hands 6f the Auftrians, that it 
was much feared they would convert this Republic of 
Princes, into an abfolute Monarchy. 

Two parties then divided, and ftill divide, the Chrif. 
tian World,- particularly Germany. The firft is that of 
ithc Catholics, more or lefs obedient to the Pope. The 
jfecond is that of the enemies to that fpiritual and tem- 
poral authority claimed by the Pope and the Catholic 
Prelatcsi Thefe latter arediftinguifhed by the general 
name of Proteftants,- though they are divided into Lu- 
therans, Calvinifts, and other* appellations, that hate 
one another as cordially as they do Rome. 
* Germany, Saxony, a part of Brandenburgh, the Pa- 
latinate, -part of Bohemia, of Hungary, the States of 
the Hdufe of Brunfwick, Wirtenburgh, and Heffe, fol- 
low the-Lutheran Religion, 'which they ftile EvangelicaL 
All the Free Imperial Towns have' likewife embraced 
this feft, which appears to be better 6tted than the Catho- 
lic Religion, to people jealous of their Liberty. 
- The Calvinifts, that are difperfed aniong the more 
powerful Lutheran's, form but a very inconfidei?ablc 
jjarty. The Catholics comprehend the reft of the Em- 
i . • ^ • * ' ' - ' , pire, 
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pirc^ and having the Houfe of Auftrhv At their hcad» 
were, without doubt, of the moft importance. 

Not only Germany, but all the Chriftian States ftill 
bleed with the wounds they received in fo many religious 
wars; a rage peculiar to Chriftians, unknown to In- 
fidels, and the unhappy confequence of that dogmatic 
fpirit, fo long introduced inco all ranks and conditions. 
There are few points of controverfy that have not occa- 
iioned a ciyil war ; and it muft be a matter of wonder 
to foreign nations, perha:ps to our own pofterity, that 
our forefathers Ihould have continued to flaughtcr one 
another^ for fo many years, while they were preaching 
the dodbrine of patience. 

1 have already fhewn how Ferdinand 11. • was near 
changing the German Ariftocracy into an abfolute Mo- 
narchy, and how he was as near being dethroned by 
Guftavus Adolphus. His fon Ferdinand III, who in- 
herited his politics, and who like htm made war in his 
clofet, reigned during the minority of Louis XIV. 

Germany was not at that time fo flourifhing as it is 
become fince ; luxury was there unknown, and the con- 
veniencies of life were then very rare, even^ amoqg 
the Great, rhey were not introduced till towards tHfe 
year 1686, by the French refugees Who weht thither to 
eftablifh their manufaftiires. This populoijis and fertile 
country wanted both commerce and money. The grar 
vity of their manners, and the flowhefs peculiar to the 
Germans, deprived them of thofe refinements and 
pkafing arts, which the fagacity of the Italians had 
long fince cultivated, and which the induftry of the 
French from that time endeavoured to bring to perfec- 
tion. 

The Germans, though rich at home, were poor every 
where elfe j and that poverty, joined to the difficulty of 
reuniting, in afhort time, fo many different people under 
the fame ftandards, rendered them as they are at prefcnt, 
incapable of, carrying a war, and fupporting it for any 

* See the Eflay.on Genera) Hiiorjf addrefied ta Madame the Mar* 
ckloneA of Chatele{. 

kngth 
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length of time, into any of the neighbouring countries. 
Bur the French generally make the Empire itfelf the 
feat of war againft the Emperors. The difference in 
the government and genius of the people, feems to ren- 
der the French fitter for attack, and the Germans for 
defence. 

Of SPAIN. 

SP A.IN, governed by the cldeft branch of the Houfe 
of Auftria, fpread more terror a,fter the death of 
Charles V. than the German nation. The jCjngs of 
Spain were incom parablyjjTiore rich and more abfolute. 
The mmes ot Mexico and ^PotoIT feemed to furnifh 
them with means to purchafe the Liberty of EuFopc. 
Every one has heard of the fcheme for a monarchy, or 
rather for an univcrfal fuperiority, over our Chriftian 
continen:, which was formed by Charles V. and purfued 
by Philip II. 

The Spanifh grandeur, under the reign of Philip III. 
was but a vaft body, without fubftance, which had 
greater repute, than ftrength. 

Philip IV. who inhcrired his father's weaknefs, lofl: 
Portugal by his negligence, Roufillon by the weaknefs 
of his arms, and Catalonia by an abufe of defpocic 
power. Such Kings could not long be fuccefsful, in 
their wars with France, If the divifions and faults of 
their enemy gave them fome advantage, they loft the 
fruits of them, by their incapacity. Befides, the pri- 
vileges of the people they ruled over, gave them a right 
to be refraftory. I'he Cattillians had the prerogative 
of not fighting out of their own country ; the Arrago- 
nians were continually difputing their freedom with the 
Royal Council-, and the Catalonians, who confidered 
their Kings as their greateft enemies, would not fufFer 
them even to raife recruits in their provinces. 

However, Spain, united with the Empire, threw a 
trcfnendgus weight into the Balance of Europe. 

Oi 
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Of P O R T U G A L. 

PORTUGAL, at that time, became again a kingdom, 
jhn Duke orBfagariza, who was reckoned a very weak 
rince, wrefted tHat province from a King far weaker than 
imfclf. The iPortugueiib, from ncf^ffity, cultivated the 
>mm':rrce which Spain/ from' pri(5c, negleded. They* 
fcame Jeagued with prance ^nd HoUaod, in 1641, 
jainft - Spain, ' This revplution m Pprtggal was of 
lore importance to fran^e^ than the oioft fignal vi/fto- 
es would have beep. 'JThe French Minifter, iwho had - 
Dt in the leaft coniributed jo diis event, i;eap.edTrorTi % 
, wit;hour''aiw Ifogblej;'^ the greateft acLvantage that 
in poflibly be had over an enemy, that of feeing him 
tacked by an irrcconcjleable cpmpetitqr. 

Portugal, throwing' off the yoke of i>paii?, Spreading 
s cdn>mercc, 'and increafing its power, recalls here the 
lea of Holland, wjiich enjoyed the fame advantages, 
lough in^' very different manner. 

Of th^ UNITED PROVINCES. 

THIS little State of the Seven United Provinces, a 
3untry fertile in pafture, but fterile in grain, unhealthy, 
id almoft drowned By the fea, was, for about half a 
intury, a Angular example in the world, of what cari 
e effefted by the love of liberty, and indefatigable la- 
our/ Thefe people, poor, few in numbers, Icfs trained 
) war than the loweft of the Spanifh militia, and who 
ere yet thought nothing of in Europe, refilled all the 
)rces df theii* m^ Q:er and tyrant, Philip 11 ; . eluded tha 
efigns of feveraf Princes, who would pave affifted, only 
> enflave, them ; and have cftablifhed a fway, which 
'e have feen able to balancp the poorer of Spain itfelf. 
'hat defperatenefs, v^liich tyranny naturally provokes, 
rrt" made them have recourfe to arms ; Liberty infpired 
leir courtage, ' and the Princes of the H oufe of Orange 
lade them excellent foldiers. Hardly had they fub- 
ued their mafters, when they cftablifhed a form of 

' . "' goveri^; 
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government, which prefervesj- as far as it if poffible, 
an equality in the State, the moil natural right of 
mankind. 

This State, of fo new a fpccies, was, frojn jtsibunda- 
tioq; clbfely attached to France ; they were united by 
one intereft; their enemies were common to both. 
Henry the Great and Louis XIII. have been its allies, 
and its proteftors *. ' 

Of E N G L A N D. 

ENGLAND, much more powerful, afFefted the 
Ibvereignty of the fea, and pretended to hold a balance 
between the Powers of Europe ; . but Charles I. who 
reigned fince 1625, unable to fupport the weight of 
that balance, felt the fceptre already (lip from his hand. 
He wiflied to render his authority in England inde- 
pendent of the laws, and to alter the religion in Scot- 
land. Too obftinate to defift from his defigns, but yec 
too weak to execute them ; a good hufband, father, 
mafter, and a^n honeft man, but an ill advifed Prince 5 
he engaged in a civil war, in which he loft, as we have 
already faid, the throne, and his life alfo, on. a fcaf- 
fold, by a revolution almoft unparalleled. 

This civil war, begun during the minority of 
Louis XIV. prevented England, for a time, from en- 
gaging in the intereft of her neighbours : (he loft her 
importance with her good fortune ; her commerce was 
interrupted ; and the nations around her beh'evcd her 
funk beneath her ruins, when on a fudden ftie became 
more formidable than ever, under the dominion of 
Cromwell, who enflaved her by carrying the gofpel in 
on^f'hand, and the fword in the other, and the mafk of 
religion on his face, and who in his government con- 
cealed the crimes of ah Ufurper, under the talents of 
an able King. 

• ' Pray why forget Queen Elizabeth ? 
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Of R O M E. 

THAT balance which England had lon^ flattered 
hcrfcif 10 maintain, between the Potentates ot Europe, 
by her power, the Court of Rome endeavoured to fup- 
pdrt by her policy. Italy was divided, as it is now, * 
into fcveral Sovereignties. That which belongs to the 
Pope, is fufficiently extenfivc tq make him re^edablc 
I as a Prince^ but too inconfiderablc to render him for- 
; midable as a Potentate. 

The nature of that government does not contribute 
towards the peopling of his coyntry, which is alfo de* 
ficient both m money and commerce ; his fpiritual au- 
thority, in which there is always a little of the temporal 
mixed, is equally aboliflied and abhorred by one-half of 
Chriftcndom ; and if by the other half he is looked up 
to as a father, he has children who fometimes oppofe 
his authority, both with reafon and fuccefs. It is the 
maxim of France to confidcr him as a facred perfon,, 
but too afTuming, whofe feet they ought always to kifs, 
but fometimes bind his hands. 

We may yet trace, in all the Catholic countries, the 
fteps which the Court of Rome had formerly taken to- 
wards univerfal monarchy. All the Princes of that 
religion, on their accelfion, fend embaflies of oiedience^ 
as they are ftilcd, to the Pope. Each Crown has a 
Cardinal in Rome, who takes the title of Proteftof. 
'The Pope grants Eylls for all the bilhoprics, and tx^ 
preflcs himfelf in them as if his power alone conferred 
|thofe dignities. All the Italian, Spanilh, and Flemilh 
\ bilhops, call themfelves fo, by the Divine permiflion and 
; by that of the Holy See. Many of the French prelates, 
'about the year 1682, rejefted this formula, which was 
; unknown in the firft age 5 and in our days, in 1754, 
we have feen a bifhop * courageous enough to omit it 
in a mandate, which ought to be transmitted to pofte- 
jrittf; a mandate, or rather a fingular precept, wherein 

^ / * Staart Fitzjamesj Biihop of Soiflbns. 

Is 



THE AGE OF LOtfiS XIV. i$ 
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is cxprefly declared^ ^hat no Pontiff had ever yet 
dared to fay, that all men, nay even infidels, are alike 
our brethren. 

In fine, the Pope has prcferved, in all the Catholic 
States, prerogatives which he could, certainly, never 
have maintained, if prefcription had not given them a 
fanftion. There is not a Kingdom in which there are not 
feveral benefices in his gift •, and as a tribute he receives 
the revenues of the firft year of all Confiftorial livings. 

The Monks, of whom the principal ones rcfide at 
Rome, are fo many imn^ediate fubjeds of the Popej^, 
difperfed through all the States. Cuftom, which is all in 
all, and which caufes the world to be ruled by prejudice, 
as much as by laws, would not permit the Princes in- 
tirely to remedy an evil, which waar otherwife conncfted 
with things ufeful and holy. To we^r allegiance to any 
one but one's fovereign, is highrtfeafon in a layman ; 
but in the cloifter, it is an aft of religion-; The dif- 
ficulty of knowing how far one fhould obey this foreign 
fovereign ; the eafinefs of letting one*s felf be carried 
away ; the pleafure of (baking off a natural yoke to take 
up another of one's own choofing-, the fpirit of fedition, 
and the unhappinefs of the times, have but too often fe- 
duced whole orders of Monks to ferve Rome, againfl 
their own countries.^ 

The enlightened fpirit which has reigned in France, 
during this latter century, and which has extended itfelf 
(hrough almoft all ranks of life, has been the moft 
cffcftual remedy for fuch a fuperftition. The many 
excellent books that have been written on this fubjeft, 
l>ave rendered material fervices, both to the Kings and 
to the people : and one of the happy changes which 
has, by this means, been made in our morals, under 
Louis XIV. is, that the Clergy all agree in thinking- 
that they are firft fubjeds to the King, before they are 
fervants to the Pope. But jurildi&ion, that elfcntial 
mark of fovereigqty, ftill rcfts with the Roman Pontiff. 
Even France, notwithftanding all the exemptions of the 
Galilean Church, fuffers ftill an appeal to be made to the 
Pope^ as the laft relburce m ecclcfiaftical caufes. 

- 3 If 
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If one. >yanted ta tJiflblve a marriage, to marry 3 ■ 
ccufiji, fit. 3 niece, to be.abfolvcd from one's vowsj ic 
is ftill to the Pope, and not to the bilhog, that the ap^- 
plication is to, be rtade j the indulgences are there rated j 
anti the individuals of every nation thete purchafe their 
difpenfations at extravagant prices. , ■ - 

Thefe impofitiohs, which are •corlfidered by many ■ 
people as th? confcqucnccs of the moft abfurd preju-' 
dices, and by others, as the remains of the moft facrecf 
rights, are ftill moft artfully preferved. ■ Rome manages 
her policy with as much addrefs, as- thfe RomSti Republic 
made ufe of to conquer half the world then known. 

NoCourt.ever knew better how to conduft itfelf, Ac- 
cording to perfons and times. The Popes are generali^l" 
Italians, grown grey in the fervice of the Church; with- 
out paffi.ons to blind their anderftanding. Their Council 
is compofcd of Cardinals; who refemble them, and who 
are all -animated with the fame fpirit. From this 
Council.are inftrudlions fent forth which extend evfin to 
China- ai^ America. In this manner does it bear fway 
t lobe; and one might often have faid of " 

i ler once did of the Roman fenate, " I 

' miiftory of Kings." 

C of our Writers have very properly 
r lignation againft the ambition of this 

Court i but I know not any, who have done fuiEcient 
juftice to its policy. I am doubtful whether anyothcr " 
nation could have prefcrved fo many difpuled preroga- 
tive, for fo long a time in Europe: any other Cour^ 
would, probably, have loft them, eithei- by infolence, o^ 
tamenefs ; by remiifnefs or precipitation ; but Rome; 
always accommcdating hermeafures, cither of firmnefi 
or flexibility, according as circumftances have required,' 
has contrived to preferve to herfclf every thing that,' 
humanly fpeaking, it was in her power to keep. 

She has been feen groveling under Charles V. formi-' 
dable to Henry III. King of France j friend and enemy, • 
by turns, to Henry IV. ; fubtle with Louis XIII. ; openly 
oppofing Louis XIV. even at the time when he was 
moft to be feared i and often the fecret enemy of the. 

Emperors, 
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jEmperors, whom Ihe was more apprehcnfive of, than 
of the Grand Seignior. 

Some rights, much pretenfions, patience, and policy, 
are all that now remain to Rome, of its ancient dignity ; 
who, fix centuries ago, attempted to fubjeft the Em- 
pire, and all Europe, to the ^1 riple Crown. Naples is 
yet a fubfifting teftimony of that right which the Popes 
arrggated formerly to themfelves, with fo much artifice 
and prefumption, of creating and beftowing Kingdoms. 
- 6ut the King of Spain, to whom that State belongs, 
now only leaves to the Court of Rome the honour and 
the danger of having a too powerful vaflTal. 

As for the reft, the Papal State enjoyed a perfeft peace, 
interrupted only by the little Warfare which I have al- 
ready fpoken of*, between the two Cardinal. Bacberinis, 
Nephews to Pope .Urban VIIL and the Duke of 
Parma. , 

Of the REMAINDER of ITALY. 

THE other Provinces of Italy attended to various 
' interefts. Venice feared both the Turks and the Em- 
peror ; with much difficulty fhe defended her Terra 
Firma States from the claims of Germany, and the in- 
vafions of the Grand Seignior. She was no longer that 
Venice which was formerly known to be the Miftrefs 
of the World of Commerce, and which, an hundred and 
fifty years before, had excited the enVy of fo many 
Kings. The wifdom of her government ftill fubfifted, 
but her commerce being deftroyed, deprived her of al- 
moft all her power ; and the City of Venice was, froin 
its fituation, fecured from being conquered, and, from 
its weaknefs, incapable of conquering. 

The State of Florence enjoyed both peace and plenty, 
under the governtr.ent of the Medicis*. Thole arts, 
letters, and elegancies of life, which the Medicis' firlt 
gave rife to, ftill flouriftied •, and Tufcany was then in 
Italy, what Athens had been in Greece. Savoy, torn 

♦ See the Effay on General Hiftory. 
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to pieces by a civil war, and harrafied by the French 
and Spanifti troops, at length bccannc altogether united 
in favoiif of France ; and in Italy, contributed much to 
weaken the ' uftrian power 

The Swifs preferved their freedom, as they ftill do^ 
without endeavouring to opprefs others. They hired 
out their troops to their neighbours who were richer 
than thcmfclves ; they were poor ; they were unac- 
quaiiited with all thofe arts and fcicnccs which Luxury- 
has created -, but they were wife and happy. 

Of the NORTHERN STATES. 

The Nations of the North of Europe, Poland, 
Sweden, Denmark, and Ruflia, were, like the other 
Powers, for ever in diftruft, or at war, with one another. 
In Poland, the manners and government of the Goths 
and Francs reigned, as they do ftill there •, an elective 
Kingj his power divided by the Nobles, an enflaved 
People, a weak infantry, a cavalry compofed of the 
Nobles, not one fortified town, and hardly any commerce. 
This people were fomctimes attacked by the Swedes, 
or by the Mufcovites, and fomf*times by the Turks. 
The' Swedes^ a nation much freer in its conftituticn, 
which admits even Pcafants to be members of theif 
public councils, but who were then more^obcdicnt to their 
Kings than Poland, were almoft every where drowned 
with viftory. Denmark, which was formerly th« terror 
of Sweden, was no longer formidable to any nation, 
and her real grcarnefs only began under the two Kings 
Frederic IIL arid IV. Mufcovy was yet but a barba- 
rous nation. 

Of the T U R K S. I 

THE Turks were not then what they had been un- 
der the Selims, the Mahomcts, and the Solimans ; theif 
effbmiftacy had corrupted the Seraglio, without banish- 
ing cruelty from thence. The Sultans were at onte 

the 
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the moft dcfpotic fovercigns in their Seraglio, and the 
leaft fecurc of their throne, or their lives : Ofman and 
Ibrahim both died by the bow-ftring, and Muffiapha 
had been twice depofed. 

The Turki'fli Empire, weakened by thefe (hocks, was 
alfo attacked by the Perlians ; but as foon as it was 
relieved from that enemy, and the revolutions of the 
Seraglio were at an end, the Empire became once more 
a formidable enemy to Chriftendom, For from the 
mouth of the Borifthenes, even to the States of Venice, 
Mufcovy, Hungary, Greece, and the Iflands, have by 
turns fallen a prey to the Turkifli arms : and from the 
year 1644, ^hcy perfevered in the war of Candia, which 
was fo fatal to the Chriftian States. Such were the con- 
dition, the power, and interefts, of the principal na* 
tions in Europe, about the time of the death of 
Louis XIII. King of France. 

The SITUATION of FRANClS. 

FRANCE being allied to Sweden, Holland, Savoys 
and Portugal, and having the good wifhes of other in- 
adtive nations, Supported, againft Spain and the Em- 
pire, a, war deftruftive to both parties^ and of fatal 
confcquence to the Houfe of Auftria. That war was 
like all thofe which have been carried on for fo many 
ages between the Chriftian Princes, in which millions 
of lives are facrificed, and provinces deftroyed, to gala 
after all fome little frontier towns^ iffhith are feldom 
Worth the price of the conqucft. 

The Generals of Louis XIII. com^^eitd Roufillon, 
and the Catalonlans had juilTubmitted to the dominion 
of France, as the proteftrefs of that liberty which they 
defended againft theif Kings j but thefe fucceffcs did 
not prevent their enemies from takirig Corbie^ in 1637* 
nor from approaching even to Pontoife. Fear had driven 
half the inhabitants ffortl PaHs • and Cafdinal Riche- 
lieu, in the midft of his great projects for humbling tht 
Auftrian power, was reduced to the neceiTuy of taxing 

C 2 all 
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all the Court- Yards in Paris *, to oblige each to pro^ * 
vide a foot-lbldier for the war, and to repel the enemy 
at the very gates of the capital. 

The French had done much damage to the Spaniards 
and the Germans, and had fuftained as much from 
them, in turn. 

The STRENGTH of FRANCE after the DEATH 
of LOUIS XIII. and the MANNERS of thofe . 
TIMES. 

. THESE wars produced many illuftrious Generals ; 
fuch as a Guftavus-Adolphus, ^ Walftein, a Duke de 
Weimar, Picolomini, John de Wert, thcMarfhal-Gue- 
briant, the Princes of Orange, and the Count D'Har- 
court. 1 he Minifters of State were not lefs diftinguilhed. 
The Chancellor Oxenftiern, the Duke d*01ivares, &c* . 
but particularly Cardinal Richelieu, attrafted the notice 
of all Europe. There is not any age in which fomc 
ftatefmen and warriors have not rendered their names 
famous. It feems, unfortunately, that politics and arnis -■- 
are the profeffions moft natural to man. We mult for — 
ever fight or negociatc. The moft fortunate man paffes 
for the greateft, and the Public often impute that fuccefs 
to merit, which is only the effeft of fortune. 

War was not then carried on as we. have fince {^tv\ 
it, in the reign of Louis XIV. Their armies were not then 
fo numerous. Since the fiege of Metz *, by Charles V. 
there had not been feen a General at the head of 
fifty thoufand nicn. They befieged and defended places 
with fewer cannon than in thefc days. The art of fortifica- 
tion was yet in its infancy. Pikes and arquebufesf were 
then in ufe-, and thefword was at that time the principal 
weapon, which is rendered almoft ufelefs, in the prefent 
difcipline. They ftill preferved the ancient law of na-^ 

• Thia Tfix was impofed i>pon every houfe in the city that had a 
Caurt Yardj or Gate-way, belonging to it, in order that it ihould fall 
3iily on the rich or great 

•f A 1 own in France. J Short haiKJ-gan«, 

4 tions. 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 21 

tions, /if declaring war by an Herald. Louis XIII. was 
tlie lall who obferved that cuftom : he fent a Herald ac 
arms to Bruflels, to declare war againft Spain, in 1635. 

Nothing was then more common than to lee Priefts at 
the head of armies. The Cardinal Infant, the Cardinal 
of Savoy, Richelieu, I^a Valette, Sourdis Archbifliop of 
BourdeauXj Cardinal Theodore Trivulce, commander of 
the Spanifti cavalry, had all worn thecuirafs, and ferved 
perfonally themfelvcs. One of the Bifliops of Mendes 
had often been an Intendant of the army. 

The Popes fometimes threatened thefe warlike Priefts 
with excommunication. Pope Urbao VIII. being of- 
fended with France, fent a meflage to Cardinal de La Va- 
lette, that if he did not lay down his arms, he would de- 
prive him of his Cardinallhip-, but being foon after re- 
conciled to France, he heaped benedictions upon him. 

The Ambafladors, no Icfs minifters of peace than the 
clergy, made no difficulty cf fcrving in the armies be* 
longing to the allied powers to whom they were deputed. 
Charpace, Envoy from France to Holland, commanded 
a regiment there, in the year 1637 5 and even fmce, the 
AmbafladorD*Eftradebore a colonel's commiffion in their 
fcrvice. 

France had not, in all, more than fourfcore thoufand 
cfFeftive troops on foot. Their marine, annihilated for 
many ages, a little retrieved by Cardinal Richelieu, was 
ruined again under the adminiftration of Mazarin. 
Louis XIII. had not above forty-five millions Iblvent, 
ordinary revenue •, but the filver was then at a currency 
of twenty-fix livres the mark. Thefe forty-five mil- 
lions amount to about eighty-five millions of this time, 
whjcn the arbitrary cftimatc of the filver mark is raifed 
\o forty-nine livres and a half ; an exorbitant numerary 
valuation;, and which the public intereft and national 
j^fticc Ihould forbid ever to be augmented. 

Commerce, which is now fpread fo univerfally, was 
then confined to very few hands. The interior police of 
the Kingdom was entirely negleded; an unerring proof 
of a bad adminiftration. Cardinal Richelieu, taken up 
with his own dignity, which was connected with chat of 

C. 3 . the 
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the ftate, had begun to render France formidable abroad, 
"without having made ^her flourifhing at homer. The 
public roads were neither repaired nor guarded; they 
were infcfted with highwaymen: the ftreets of Paris 
were narrow, ill paved, offenfive with all manner of 
f 1th, and continually Bllpd with robbers. By the Regif- 
ters qf Parliament, we may fee, that the watch of that 
city was then reduced to forty-five men, ill paid, and 
little mindful ot their dvity. 

Ever fince the death ot Francis II. France had been 
continually to'^n to pieces by faftions or civil wars. 
The yoke had never been borne willingly of peaceably. 
Thenobilitywerenurfedinconfpiracies Plotting was then 
the fcience of the Court, as ihar of pleafing thfir Sove- 
reign has been fince. 

This fpirit of difcord ^nd faftion had extended itfelf 
from the Court ?ven to the fmalltft towns, and infinua- 
ted itfelf into every Community in the Kingdom. Every 
thing was contefted, becaufe there was nothing fettled, 
There was not a parifh in Paris which did not cOmc 
^o blows; the proceffions fought with one another, for 
the honour of their banners. The Canons ot^ ouf' 
Lady were often feen in tumult with thofe of the Holy 
Chapel: and on the day that Lpuis X«II. placed hU 
Kingdom under the protcftion of the Virgin Mary, the 
Parlianicnt of Paris and the Court of Exchequer fought 
for precedence, in the very chapel of the l^int they were 
both met to fupplicatc. 

Almofl: all the Communities were up in arms, and al- 
pioft every individual was pofTefled with tlje madnefs of 
fuelling. This fpecics of Gothic barbarity, formerly en- 
couraged by Kings themiclvcs, and then become the 
charatlrteriftic of the nation, contributed full as much as 
the foreign and civil wars tq depopulate the country* 
vVe may with truth aver, that, in the fourft of twenty, 
years, ten of which were fpent in war, more Frenchmen 
fell by the hands of Frenchmen^ than by thofe of their 
^nemies. 

We Ihall fay nothing here of the mt'thod by which arcs 
s^nd rcicrices were cultivated j that part of the hiftory of 
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our manners fhall be given in its proper place. We Ihall 
only remark, that the French nation was plunged in ig* 
norance, wirhout exception of thole who thought them* 
fclves wifer than the vulgar. 

They confulted aftrologcrs^ and believe! in them All 
the Memoirs of thdt time, to begin with the Hiftory of 
the Prcfident de Thou, are tilled with prediftions. The 
grave an.d fevere Duke de Sully fericufly records thofe 
that were foretold of Henry IV. This credulity, the 
moft infallible mark of ignorance, was then fo much in 
vogue, that they took care to fecretc an aftrologer neaf 
Queen Anne of Auftria's chamber, at the birth of 
Louis XIV. 

What is difficult to be believed, but is neverthelefs 
related by the Abbot Vittorio Siri, a extemporary an! 
weU informed writer, is, that Louis XUI ,was *rom his 
inl-ancy furnamediTAf Juji, ^ecaufe he was borii under Z./- 
ira^ or the Sign of the Balance. 

The fame weaknefs which brought into fiftiion that 
nbfurd chimera of judicial aftrology, gave credit alfo to 
forcery, and notions of ctcmcnidcks. It became an ar- 
ticle of religion. The prietis were for ever conjuring out 
evil fpirits ; and the tribunals, compofcd of magi if rates 
who ought to have been more enlightened than the vul- 
gar, were conftantly employed in try ng forcercrs. The 
menjory of Cardinal Richelieu will for*evcr be reproach- 
ed with the deatii of the famous Curate of Loudan, Ur* 
ban Grandier, who- was c^nde.nned to be bu^nt for a 
magician, by a commiffion figned by the Council One 
is (hocked to re fled, that the Minilier and the Judges 
Ihould have been fo weak as to believe in the Devils of 
Loudun, or fo crielas to condemn an innocent man to 
the flames *. It will ever be remembered with aftv^nilh- 

• The true reafon of Qrandier's perfecution was hi^ being 'faought, 
and pcihaps juiUy, the \viier of a lanpoon, intitled the ftmaieShoe^ 
maker of Louautt^ in which the birth and family of Richelieu were ridi- 
culed. He was charged vv th netromancy, and pufleffinj^ fomeof the 
Ur/uUne fifterhood wth evil fpirits ; tried and coov ded on the telli- 
mony of the following Devils ; Aflitaroth, of the order of the Sera- 
phim, and chief of the polfelfing demons ; Eafas. Celfu^» Aca -s, Ce« 
4on and Afmrxleus, of the order of the Thrones ; Alex, Zabiilon, 
Nephihalim,Chaai, Uriel, and Acbas, of the order of Principalities :— 

C 4 'that 
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ment, even by the lateft poftcrity^ that the wife of tha 
Mailhal d*Ancre was burnt at the ft^ke as a forcerefs •• 

We may yet fee, in a copy.of fome Regiftries of the 
Chatelet, aprocefs begun in 1601, about a horfc that 
had been trained and managed by its induftrious inaf- 
ter, in fuch a manner as we may have fomecimes feen ex- 
amples of at a fail ; and they would willingly have burnt 
both the horfc and its m after. - 

■ This is'fufficient to give a general idea of the fpLrit 
and manners of the age which preceded that oi 
Louis XIV. 

The grofs ignorance that was difFufed through all or- 
ders of the ftate, introduced, even among the moft vir- 
tuous and civilized, fuch fuperftitious pradiices 33 re- 
fleAed a difgrace on rt-ligion. The Calvinifts, .con^ 
founding the reafonablc worlhip of the Catholics: with 
the abufes they made of that worfhip, were but the more 
confirmed in their hatred, againft our Church. To our 
popular fuperftitions, often full of revelry, they oppo- 
fed a rigid feverity and favagenefs of manners, the com* 
mon charaderiftic of almoft all reformers. Thus was 
France degraded and rent afunder by the demon of party ; 
and that fpirit of fociablencfs which now rendqrs thet 
nation fo amiable and diftinguilbed, was then abfolutely 
unknown. There were no houfes where people of ge- 
nius might aflemble to. communicate their knowledge 
to each other 5 no Academies ; no regular Theatres : in 
iine, the manners, laws, arts, fociety, religion, peace,- 
and war, were unlike all that we have fince feen in that 
era which is called The Age of Louis XIV. . 

that is, on. the evidence of the Ur/ulines, whofoncied themfelves po(r 
fefTed by fuch infernal hierarchy. He was condemned to be burnt 
alive, and was accordingly executed, fuffering with refolution, <an4 
like a ChriilJan, \ ' . ' ' 

Juft as they vVere going to fet fire- to the ftake, a large humble-bee 
chanced to fly about his, head ; upon which aprieft, who was flanding 
by, decliired it to be the'DevlI, (name not mentioned) that was come 
to carry off the lo'nl of Grandier. 

• She was accufed of having exercifed witchcraft againft Mary de 
JVledicis ; and being interrogated what fpecies of forcery ihe had ufed^ 
flie replied, that oalj ijjhkh great Jouls exercije over ^weak minds, 

CH.AE. 
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CHAP. IIL 

^he Minority of Louis XIV. ViSIories of the French under 
the Great Conde^ then Duke d Enguien. 

CARDINAL Richelieu and Louis XIIL hapf)ened 
to die ; the one admired and hated, the other al- 
ready forgotten. They left behind them to the French 
nation, which was ^hen full of diffenfion, aftrongaver- 
fion to the very name of Minifter, and but little rcfpeft 
for the Tlirone. Louis XIIL by his will appointed a Re- 
geoicy. This Monarch, who was but ill obeyed during 
his life, flattered himiclf that he ih6uld be more re- 
fpefted after his death; but the firft ftep taken by his 
widow, Anne of Auftria, was to obtain a decree of the 
Parliament of Paris to annul the will of her huiband. 
This body having been a long time in bppofition to the 
Court, arid who, under Louis, had fcarcely fupported 
the liberty of riiaking remonftrances, cancelled the tefta- 
fnent of their Sovereign with the fame eafe that they 
would have deterniined the caufe of a private citizen*. 
Anne of Auftria appealed to this Court to obtain an un- 
limited regency, becaufe Mary de Medicis had done the 
iame, after the death of Henry IV; .and M^ry de Me- 
dicis had indeed fet the example, becaufe that any other 
courfe would have been tedious and uncertain ; that the 
JParliament, furrounded by her guards, could not refufc 
her requeft ; and that an arret given by the Parliament 
and the Peers appeared to confirm hep authority incon- 
teftably. 

The cuftom which gave the regency to the Qiieen- 
mother, appeared then to the French a law alniioft as 
fundamental, as the one that precludes female3 from the 

• Ricncourt, in hlsHiftory of Louis XIV. fay«, that the will of 
Louts XIIL was confirmed in Parliament. What deceived this W'ri- 
tcr was, that Louis XIII. had, in reality, declared the Qacen Regent, 
which article was confirmed; but he. had alfo limited her authority » 
which part was cancelled*- . \ ... 1 

Crown. 
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Crown*. The Parliament of Paris having twice de- 
termined this point, that is to fay, confirmed by its 
decrees alone this maternal right, leemed in fFcct to 
have conferred the regency : it coniidered itfelf, and not 
vriihoiit fomc apparent truth, as the tutor of Kings, and 
each Counftll:>r thought himfelf a part of the fovereign- 
ty. By the fame arret, Gafton, Di ke of Orleans, bro- 
ther to the King, received the empty title of Lieutenant* 
Ceneral of the Kingdom, under the commanding Re* 
gent. 

Anne of Auftria was obliged, at firft, to continue the 
war with her brother, Philip IV. whom flie truly lov- 
cd. It is difficult to fiy precifely, what occafiontd that 
war. 7 hey emanded nothing from Spain, not even Na* 
varre, which (h )uld have been the patrimony of the 
Kings of France. They concc nded from the year 1635, 
becaufe Carvlinal Richelieu chofe it; and moft probably 
the reafon of his choofing it was, that it might render his 
fervices neceffary. He made an alliance with Sweden 
againft the Eiiperor-, and alfo with Duke Bernard de 
Saye-Wcimar, one of thofe Generals whom the Ita- 
lians ftiled Condotticriy that is to fay, who fold their 
troops. He alfo attached the Auftrian-Spanifti branch, 
in thofe Ten I rovin.cs that we in general call by the 
came of Flanders ; and he divided with the Dutch, who 
were then our allies, that Flanders which had not been 
conquered. 

The ftrength of the war was on the fide of Flanders. 
The Spanifh troops iifucd from the frontiers of Hainault^ 
to the number of twenty-fix thoufand men, conduced 
bv an old experienced General, called Don Francifco de 
Melos. They ravaged the frontiers of Champagne, at- 
tacked Rocror, and purpofed marching even to the gates 
of Paris, as they had done eight years before. 1 heir 
hopes were animated by the death of Louis XIII. and 
the apparent wcaknefs of the ftate from a minority ; and 
when they found thcmfelves oppofed only by an army in- 
ferior to them in numbers, and commanded by a young 

'^ The Salique Law. 
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man of but one-and-twenty, they flattered themfelvca 
with certain fudccfs. 

This inexperienced youth, whom they dcfpifcd, was 
Louis de Bourbon, then Duke d*Enguien, and fince 
known by the title of the Great Conde. Moft great gc- 
nerals have become fo by degrees. This Prince was 
born one ; the art of war feemed in him but a natural in* 
ftinft. There was in Europe only he, and the Swede 
Torftenfon, whofe geniuss at twenty years old, might 
Jbave difpenfed with experience *. 

The Duke d'Enguien had received, with the ac- 
count of the death of Louis XHI. orders not to hazard 
a battle. The Marflial de THofpital, who was appoint- 
ed to conduct and advife him, ieconded thefe timid 
orders, from his^ great circumfpcdtion. The Prince 
minded neither the Court nor the Marflial ; he confided 
his defign to none but Gafljon, the Major General, who 
was worthy the licnourof being confulted by him ; and 
they foon brought the Marfhal to think a battle necef- 
fary. 

It is reniarked, that the Prince having fettled every 
thing the niffht before the battle, flept io ^„, , ,. 

1- ji 1^1 I 1- J ^ 1 May 19, 1643. 

foundly» chat they were obliged to awak- 
en him for the engagement. The fame thing is told of 
Alexander. It is natural that a young man, exhaulted 
with the fatigue of preparations for fo great a day, fhould 
fall into a heavy fleep ; it is likewife fo, that a genius 
fuited to war, and acting without perturbation, fhould 
l^etain enough of calmnefs to fuffer his body to repofe. 

• Torftenfon was page to Guflavus Adolphus in 1624. The King 
being ready to attack a body of Lithuanians, in Livonia, and having 
no Adjutant near him, difpatched Torftenfon with orders to a Ge- 
neral Officer to take advantage of a movement which he had feea 
made by tl^e enemy. ! orftenibn went, and returned ; in thtf'm^an 
time the enemy had changed their march. The King was diftreffed at 
the order he had given, and Torftenfon faid to him, ** Sire, be pleafed 
to pardon what I have done ; but feeing the enemy had made a* dif- 
ferent movement, I gave a different order.*' The King made no re- 
ply « but at night when the page attended him at table, he made hint 
fit down by him, and fup with him : he gave him an Epftgncy in the 
^aardsy in a fortnight after a company, and at laft a regiment, 
'orftenfoa was one of the gieatefi OficcK ia £«rope« 
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The Prince gained the battle, it may be faiB, by h;m-% 
fclf; by a quick glance of the eye, which ^t once favjt. 
danger and refource, and by an adivity free* from, con- 
fufion, which was dircdted opportunely to all qyartcrs. 
It was he who with a few cavalry attacked that Spa- 
niih Infantry, till then invincible, as flrong and clpfe aS; 
the fameus ancient Phalanx, and which opened mtl\ ari 
agility which the former was incapable of, in order to 
difchafge eighteen cannon inclofed in the middle of it. 
The Prince furrounded and attacked it three times. 
Scarcely had he gained the viftory, when he forbad all 
further flaughter. The Spanifh Officers threw tJiem, 
felves on their knees, to implore his proteftion ^gainft 
the fury of the: yiftorious foldiery. The Duke d*En-. 
guien was as anxious for their fafety^ as lie had been for 
theconqueft. 

The old Count de Fuentes, who commanded tha^ 
Spanifh Infantry, died piercfid through wit^ wounds^ 
Conde, on being told of it, faid, " he Ihould have wifli- 
** ed to have fo died, had he not conquered." 

The refpeft with which Europe had been imprefled for 
the Spanilh tropps, now inclined towards the French^ 
"who had not, during an hundred years, gained fo cele- 
brated a viftory ; for the bloody adtion of Marignan,, 
rather difputed than gained by Francis I. againft 
the Swifs, was as much won by the Germain 
Black corps, as by the bravery of the French. The 
battles alfo of. Pavia and St. Quintin were yet more 
fatal to the honour of France. Henry IV. was fo un-r 
fortuna.t.e as to gain no great advantages over any nation 
but his own. In the reign of Louis XIII. the Marflial 
de Guejbriant had fome flight fuccefles, but they were 
always counterbalanced by ioffes. The battles which wer«J> 
capable of fliaking empires^ and that will reft for ever in- 
the memory of men, were' only fought, in thofe days, 
by Guftavus Adolphus. 

The adion of Rocroi became the epocha of the glory: 
pf France, as well as that of the Prince of Conde. Ha 
knew how to conquer, and to make advantage of a vic- 
tory. His IctttrijjQ the Court determined therp pn'tl>e 
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fiegeof Thionviilc, which Cardinal Richelieu had ne* 
Ti^er dared to attempt; and at the return of his Couriers, 
every thing was already prepared for that expedition. 

The Prince of Conde marched acrofs the enemy's 
country, deceived the vigilance of General Aug. 8, 
Beck, and at laft took poffcflion of Thion- 1643. 
ville. From thence he haftened to lay fiege to Cirq, and 
made himfelf mafterof it. He obliged the Germans to 
repafs the Rhine, and immediately followed them. He 
haftened to repair the defeats and lofle^ which the French 
had fuftained on thefc frontiers,' after the death of the 
Marfhal de Guebriant. He found Fribourg taken, and 
General Merci lying before its walls, with an army 
much fuperior to his. Conde had with him two Mar- 
ihals of France. The one was Grammont, and the otTicr 
Turenhe, who had been made a Marftial fome months 
before, having ferved fuccefsfuUy in Piedmont, agarnft 
Spain. *Twas there he laid the foundation of that re- 
flowaed character, which he aftcrwdr<3s obtained. 

The Prince, with thefc two Generals, attacked the 
Camp -of Merci, which, was intrenclicd on Aug. 31, 
two eminences. The combat was repeat- ^644. 
ed three times, on three different days, ft is faid, that 
the Duke d'Enguien threw his General's ftaff into' the 
enemy's trenches, and marched to recover it, fword 
in hand, at the head of the regiment of Conti. It re- 
quired^ perhaps, fuch an intrepid aition as this to encou- 
rage troops to fuch difficult 'attacks.. This battle of 
Fribourg, more bloody than decifive, was this Prince's 
fecond triumph. Merci decamped four days after. 
Philipfbourg and Mayence having furrendered, were at 
once both the proofs and the fruits of this victory. 
■ The Duke d'Fnguien returned to Paris, amidft the 
acclamations of the people, and demanded fome token of 
acknowledgement from the Court. He left his army un- 
der the command of the Prince Marlhal de Turenne 5 
but this General, though very luccefsfui before, was now 
beatin at Mariendal. ThePrincc flies, to the army, re* 
affumes theltaff, and, to the glory of again April, 
commanding Turenne, adds that of retriev- ^^^5^ 

incr 
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ing his defeat. He attacked Merci, in the plains of 
Aug. 3, Norlingen, and gained a complete viftory. 
'645* The Marfhal de Grammont was there taken 
prifoner; but General Glen, who commanded under 
Merci,^was made captive at the fame time, and Merci 
himfelf was numbered with the dead. This General^ 
cfteenfied one of the ableft Captains, was interred near 
the field of battle ; and on his tomb was engraved^ Sta 
Vi8or\ Heroem calcas : ** Stop, Traveller, thou treadeft 
** upon an Hero." 

The fame of the Duke d*Enguien then ecliplcd every 
oa. 7, other name. He foon after befieged Dun- 
1646. kirk, in the fight of theSpanifti army, and 

was the firfk who conquered that place for France. 

So much fuccefs and fo many ferviccs procured him 

rather more jealoufy than reward from the Court ; and 

rendered him as much an objedt of fear to the Minifter, 

as to the enemy. They removed hi'm from the fcenc of 

^ his conquefts and his glory, and fent him mto Catalo- 

luia, with troops very undifciplined, and as ill paid. 

-,g H« inverted Lerida, and was obliged to raife the 

.' fiege. They accufe him, in fome books, of too 

muc)l vain parade, in having opened the trenches to the 

found of violins, not knowing that it was then the cuf- 

tom of the Spaniards *. 

The fluftuation of affairs foon obliged the Court to 
recall Condc back to Flanders. The Archduke Lco- 
pold) brother to the Emperor Ferdinand HI. had laid 
iiegc to Lens in Artois. Condc, placed once more at 
the head of thofe troops that had been ufed to conquer 
under his command, led them direftly againft the Arch- 
Duke. This was now the third time he had joined bat- 
tle, againft the odds of fuperior numbers. The only mi- 
litary oration he made ufc of, was this : " My friends, re* 
*' member Roeroi,Fribourg,andNorlingen." Thisaftion 
of Lens compleated his glory. Turenne had the ho» 
nour, on that day, to lend moft powerful afliftance to- 
wards a viftory that fervcd in fome fort to humble him- 

* Their iriftriiBieftt ii i-athef tke Gaitafv 

3 Buti 
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But, perhaps, he neycr appeared fo grcat^ as in lb gal* 
lantly fcconding his rival in fame. 

He himfelf difengagcd, fnd fupportcd the Marlhal 
dc Grammont, who was giving way with Aug. lo, 
the left wing; and took General Beck 1648. 
prifoner. The Arch-Duke, with the Count Fucnfal* 
dagne, with difficulty efcaped by flight. The Spaniards 
and the Innpenalifts, which compofed this army, were 
.difperfcd ; they loft above a hundred pair of colours, and 
thirty- eight pieces of cannon ; which was a very confi- 
derable article at that time. Three thoufand men fell ia 
that aftion, five thoufand were taken prifoncrs, the reft 
all defertcd ; fo that the Arch-Duke was left without aa 
army. 

Thofe who would truly be inftrufted, may remark, 
that, fincethe foundation of their monarchy, the French 
had never gained, one after another, fo many battles, 
and fuch glorious ones, by the condud of her generals, 
and the bravery of her troops. 

While the Prince of Conde, now properly fo called*, 
thus reckoned the years of his yoqth by the number of 
his viftories; and the Duke of Orleans, brother to 
Louis XI II. had fo well fuftained the charac- July 
ter of a Son of Henry IV. and the honour of/ «644. 
France, by the conqueft of Gravclincs, Courtray and 
Mardyke > the Vifcount Turcnne had taken Nov. 
Landau, drove the Spaniards from Treves, 1644. 
and re-cftabli(hed the Eleftor. 

He likewife, in conjunction with the Swedes, gained 
the battle of Lavingen, as alfo that of Sommer- Nov. 
haufen ; and drove the Duke of Bavaria, at *647. 
the age of near fourfcore, out of his territories. The 
Count De Harcourt took Balaguier, and beat jg 
the Spaniards. They alfo loft Portolongonc 
In Italy; and twenty fhips, with as many gallies of 
t* ranee, which comprifed aimoft the whole of the tna- 
fine re-eftablilhcd by Richelieu, defeat-edthc j^ g^ 
fleet of Spain^ on the cqaft of Italy. 

* fih father died in 1646* 

But 
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But this detail ends not here. The arips of France 
likewife invaded andconqueicd Lorrain, from the Duke 
Charles IV. a warlike Prince, but unfteady, imprudent, 
and unfortunate; who faw himfelf at the fame time de- 
fpoiled of his dominions by France, and kept prifoner 
by Spain. The allies of France preffcd hard upon the 
Auftrian power, both in the North, and in the South* 
The Duke of Albuquerque, General of the Portuguefe, 
won the battle of Badajoz, againft the Spaniards. Torf- 

May, tenfon defeated the Imperial troops near Ta- 

1644. bor,* and gained a.compleat viftory. The 
Mar. Prince of Orange, at the head. of the Dutch 

1645. forces, penetrated into Brabant. 

The King of Spain, beaten on all fides, beheld Rou* 
nilon and Catalonia in the hands of the 

' ^7" French. Naples having alfo revolted from 
him, fubmicted itfelf to the Duke of Guife, the laft 
Prince of that branch of a houfe fo fruitful in illuftriaus^ 
and dangerous men. 

This perfon, who pafled but for a daring adventurer, 
becaufc he happened to be unfuccefsful in his purfuits, 
had at lead the glory of hazarding himfelf fingly aboard a 
fmall bark, of paiTmg through the whole Spanifli fleet, 
and defending Naples, without any other firccour than 
his own perlbnal bravery. 

On confidering fo many misfortunes and lofles fallen 
upon the Houfe of Auftria, fo many repeaxd vidories 
by the French, and feconded by the fuccefles of their al- 
lies, one might well fuppofe, that Vienna and Madrid 
only waited to be called upon to throw open their gates ; 
and that the Emperor and the King of Spain fhould be 
almoft without an acre of territory. And yet, five years 
of glory, fcarccly interrupted by the lead reverfe of for- 
tune, produced but very few nraterial advantages — 
much bloodlhed, but no revolution. Nay, ifanyfuch 
tvent was to be apprehended, it was rather for France 
herfelf, who, in the midft of fo much apparent pnofpc* 
rity, was nearly brought to ruin. 

CHAP. 
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C H A P. IV. 

The Civil Wan 

TH E Queen, Anne of Auftria, abfblute Regent, 
had made Cardinal Mazarin the Mafter of FrancCi^ 
and of herfelf. He held over her that fort of domU 
nion, which an artful man may eafily exercife over a 
woman born with weaknefs enough to be governed, and 
fufiicient obftinacy to perfift in her eledion. 

We read, in fome Memoirs of thefe timcf, that the 
Queen placed no confidence in Mazarin^ but on the 
infuffiriency of Potier, Bifhopof Beauvais,whdm flie had 
at firft choien for her Minifter. This Bifhop has been 
defcribed as incapable of government. It is believed he 
was fo, and that the Queen employed him, for a time, 
merely as a fcreen, to avoid giving offence to. the nation, 
by the choice of a fccond Cardinal, and a foreigner. 
But a thing that cannot be believed, is, that Potier began 
his tranfient Miniflry, by declaring to the Dutch, that 

they mull conform to the Catholic religion, if they 

expefted to remain in the alliance of France." He 
Ihould alfo have made the fame propofitipn (q th^ 
Swedes. 

• Almoft all the Hiftorians repeat this abfurdity, bo-* 
caufe they had read it in fome Court Memoirs, and other 
trafts of the Frondeurs. There are a number of arti-f 
cles, in thofe Memoirs, either mifreprefented . by paft 
fion, or related fron^ popular reports. The Puerile 
fhould not be cited, and the Abfurd ought not tp bQ 
credited. 

It is very probable that Cardinal Mazarin was theMii 
nifler defigded, for a long time, in theQyeen*s mind, and 
even while Louis XIII. was yet living. This cannot be 
doubted, after reading the Memoirs of La Porte, firft 
valet-de-chambre to Anne of Auftna. Inferior perfon^ 
about a Court, who are witnefles to all the interior of it, 
often gqt at the knowledge of things, that th^ P^rlia. 
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ment, or even the heads of parties, know nothing ofi 
nor fometimes fo much as fufpe6t. 

Mazarin ufed his power with moderation at firft^ 
One muft live itv intimacy with a Miriifter, to be able 
to delineate his chara&er ; to fay what degree of courage^ 
or weaknefs, he had in his nature ; and v<rhether he was 
an hpneft man, *or a knave : fo that, without invef- 
tigating what Mazarin was, we fhall content ourfelvcs 
with only telling what he did* 

He affefted, on the commencement of his elevation^ 
as much humility, as Richelieu had aifumed of haugh^ 
tinefs. Inftcad of having himfelf attended by guards^ 
and appealing in public with a royal ftate, he went 
abroad with the moft modeft train, and fhewed an afFa- . 
bility, and remarkable condefcenfion, in every circum- 
itance where his predeccflbr had behaved with infolencd 
and inflexibility. The Queen endeavoured to conciliate 
his government and perfon, both to the people, and the: 
court, artd fucceedcd in her purpofc. Gallon, Duke of 
Orleans, brother to Louis XIII. and the Prince of 
Conde, fupported her power,- and had no othet emula- 
tion, but to fervc the State. 

It required impofts to carry on the war againft Spaing 
and the Emperor. The finances, of France were, ever 
fince the death of Henry the Greaty as ill condufted 
as in Spain, and Germany. The Adminiftration was a 
chaosj where the grcateft ignorance reignfed^ and the 
embezzlement of the public ttiohcy was at the higheft. 
But this depredation did not operate upon fuch confid^r- 
able ob}efts, as in the prefent age. The State was eight 
times Icfs in debt ; they had not armies then of two 
hundred thoufand men to maintain^ no immenfe fubfi- 
dies to pay, nor any naval war to fuftain; 

The revenues of the kingdom amounted^ in the firfl 
years of the Regency, to near feventy-five millions cf 
livres, of the then currency. This fum had been fuffici* 
en t; if there had been any oecpnomy in theMipifter. But inl 
1646 and 1647, there was a neceffity of applying to new 
refources. The Superintendant, at that time, wras a com- 
mon peafant of Sienna^ named Particclli Emcri^ whofe 

I foul 
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Ibul was Jiafer even than hrs birth, and whofc pride and 
profligacy raTfed -the indignation of the Kingdom againft 
him. 

This perfoH contrived refources equsllly burdenfome 
and abfurd. He created thfe offices of Comptrollers of 
Faggots, of fworn Salefmen of Hay, of King's Cbunfel- 
lorsi Criers of Wine, anJ a]fo fold patents of nobility. 
The revenue of the Hotel-dc-Ville in Paris, amounted 
then to only aboirt eleven millions. They cut off fome 
{quarters from the renters; augmented the fees of ad- 
miffion, created feVei-al offices of Mafters of Requefts, 
and withheld about fourfcore thoufand crowns of the 
falaries of the magiftrates. 

It is feafy to imagine how much the public fpirit re- 
volted againft two -Italians; come into 1^ ranee without 
any fortune; arid ehriched by the fpoils of the nation, 
which afforded fuch a handle againft them. The Par- 
liament of Paris, the Maftefs df Requefts, the other 
Courts, and the annuitants; raifed a clamour againft them. 
In vain Mazarin removed his creature Eitieri from the 
"poft of Superintendant, and bariifhed him to one of his 
feftates ; the nation continued outrageous that this man 
ihould be matter of a foot of land in France v 'and held 
Cardinal Mazarin in deteftation, although even at that 
Very time he had concluded the gieat bufinefs of the 
Peace of Munfter, For it is worth remarking, that 
this fJmous treaty and the Barricadoes wer^ in the fame 
jrear,' 1648. 

The civil wars commenced in Paris; as thfey did in 
London, about a trifle. 

The Parliament of Paris poflcfling the right of aflcnt- 
Ing or difTenting upon all tdifts of taxes, warmly ^^ 
bppoled thefe new impofitiotis, and acquired 
the cdnfidencei of the people; by thwarting and dif- 
trefling the Minifter. 

- They did not begin by an infurre(9:ion 1 a people are 
provoked and - emboldened by degrees. The populace 
might at firft jiave betaken themfelvcs to arms, and 
chofcn a leader, as they did at Naples. But the Ma- 
giftrates and Officers of the State proceeded with more 

Et 2 deli- 
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deliberation, and commenced with preferving all be=*^ 
roming decorum, as far as the fpiric of party would 
permit. 

Cardinal Mazarin thought that, in artfully dividing 
the magiftrature, he Ihould prevent any further trouble v 
but inflexibility was oppoted to fupplenefs. He fup- 
prcfled four years fine of all the Superior Courts, in 
remitting to them the Paulcttc; that is to fay, an 
exemption fpom the tax contrived by Paulet, under 
Henry IV. for infuring the property of their pofts *^ 
This retrenchment was not a grievance, but it preferved 
the four years tenure to the Parliament; and he 
thought to difarm them by this favour. 

The Parliament fcorned this proffer, which would 
have expofed them to the cenfure of preferring its oWa 
intereft to that of the other aflemblics. It therefore 
made its arret of Union with the other Courts of Juftice. 
Mazarin, who could never pronounce French well, 
having faid that this decree of Ognon was outrageous, 
and having had it annulled in Council, the fingle word 
Ognon rendered it ridiculous -, and as men are not 
apt to truckle to thofe they defpife, the Parliament 
became thence more hardy. 

It demanded peremptorily that they (hould difmifs all 
the Intendants, confidered by the nation as extortioners, 
and that they fhould abolifh that new fpecies of Ma- 
giftracy inftituted under Louis XIII. without pafling 
through the ulual forms. This was to foothe the 
nation, as much as to pique the Cou *t. It determined, 
that, according to the ancient laws, no citizen was to be 
imprifpned, without his natural judg'^s being advertifcd 
of it, within the fpace of twenty-four hours ; and no- 
thing appeared to be more juft. ' 

The Parliament proceeded further: It abolifhed /the 
j^^ Intendants, by an afret, with orders to* the 

lY^iy King's Attornies in their diftridts to bring 
informations againft rhem. 

• A yearly ilipcnd paid to the Crown, by the Officers of Judicatare, 
or the Exchequer^ to infure the ftrcceflion (Jf their places to their 

dcfccndants. 

Thus 
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Thus the rcfentment againft the Miniftcr, ftrengthened 
by the love of the public good, threatened the Court 
with a revolution. The Queen gave way ; (he offered 
to abolifh the Intendants, defiring only that Ihe might 
be permitted to continue three of them ; but this was 
refufed her. 

While thefe troubles were in agitation, the Prince of 
Conde gained the famous viftory of L,ens, j^ ^^^ 
Avhich confummated his glory. The King, 1648.* 
who Was then but about ten years of age, 
cried out upon this occafion, ** The Parliament will be 
^* forry at this news," This exprefl3oi> makes it fuffi- 
ciently appear that the Court at that time conGdered the 
Parliament of Paris but as a confpiracy of rebels. 

The Cardinal and the Courtiers gave it no other ap- 
pellation ; but the more this body refented their being 
deemed rebels, the more obftinate tiiey continued. 

The Queen and the Cardinal refolvcd to have three 
of the moft faftious Magift rates taken up; Novion 
Blanc-menil, Frejident a Mortier^ as he is (tiled 5 Chat- 
ton, NPrefident of a Board of Inquefts; and Brouflcl. an 
old Counfellor^ and Clerk of the Great Chamber. Thefe 
were not chiefs of the male-contents, but their tools. 
Charton, a man of mean parts, was noted by the 
nickname of /yiy now^ becaufe he began and concluded 
all his fpeeches with thofe words. Brpuflel had no- 
thing to recommend him, but his grey hairs, his hatred 
to the Minifter, and his cuftom of always exclaiming 
againft the Courts upon every occafion whatfoever. 
His confederates cfteemed him not, but the rabble 
idolized him. . 

inftcad of carrying them off, privately, in the filence 
of the night, the Cardinal thought^o awe the people 
by having then) publicly arrefted % open day, white 
Te Deum was finging at Notre-Dame, for the vidory of 
Lens, and the Swifs of the Chamber were carrying 
into the church feventy-threepair of colours taken trom 
the enemy. This was, in efRrt5t, what caufed the i'ub- 
yerfion of the Kingdom. 

P 3 rCharton 
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Charton dipt away, Blanc-menil was taken without rc- 
fiOance, but it was not fo eafy a tpatter to carry off 
Brouffel, An old maid-fcryant^ fingly* on feeing he^i 
mafter forced intp a coach by Comminges, Lieutenant of 
the life-guards, raifed a moh, which furrounded the 
coach, and tore it. open; but the French guards dif- 
perfed thepi, and the prifoi^er was conduced along thq 
high road to Sedan. His arrcft, fo far from intintir 
dating the* people, inflamed aqd hardened them the 
more. They fhut up the fbops, extended the greal^ 
iron chains that were then placed at the entrance of the 
principal ftrects, and made other barricades j while- 
four hundred thoufand voices cried out "Lib<^rtyand 
Brouffcl"- 

Jt is difficult to reconcile all the particular^ related by 
Cardinal de Retz, Madame dc Motfeville, the Advo- 
cate General* Talon, and many others; but they all^ 
agree in the' principal articles. During the night that 
fucceeded this, commotion, the Queen ordered about 
two thoufand men of the troops cantoned at fonve 
leagues from Paris, to guard the King's houfe. The 
Chancellor Seguier had gone before to the Parliament, 
preceded by a Lieutenant ^nd Guards *, to annul all 
their arrets, and even, as ^yas then faidj to prohibit 
that aflembly* 

But that very flight the Faflion had aflembled together 
at the Coadjutor's -f, and every thing was prepared to 
put the citizens in arms. The populace flopped the 
Chancellor's coach, and overturned it. He with dif- 
ficulty made his cfcape, with^his daughier^in-law, the 
liuchefs of Sully, who obltinately accompanied him 
on that bccafion. He retreated in diforder into 
the Hotel de Luines, prefled and infuited by the- 
mob. The Lieutenaqt of the Police came to con- 
duvfl him to the Palais Royal, efcorted- by two com- 
panies of the Svyifs Guards, and a detachrnent of the 

• The word is Hoqueton^ which fignifies a particular fort of foI~ 
diery, fo called from their uniform j fomething refembling'our Bat- 
tle-axe (iuards, called Beef-taters. • '* ' . 

t Caidinal de Ketz. 

Gen? 
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Gens d*armcs. The populace fired upon them, killed 
ibme, and wounded the Duchefs of Sully in the arm. 

Two hundred barricadoes were inftantly formed, and 
extended to within an hundred paces of the ^ ^g 
Palais Royal. All the foldiers, after feeing ,648. ' 
fome of their party fall, drew back, and be- 
came quiet fpeftators of the fray. The Parliament in 2 
body marched on foot to the Queen, through the bar 
ricadocs, which were opened to them, and demandec 
the difcharge of their imprifoned members. Th< 
Queen was obliged to relc^fe them, and by that ver^ 
ftep encouraged the Faftion to Further outrages. 

The Cardinal de Retz boafted that he alone hac 
armed all Paris on that day, which was diftinguifl^ec 
by the name of the Barricadoes^ and was the- fccond o 
this kind. This Angular perfon was the firft Bifliop ii 
France that ever raifed a civil war, without maklnj 
religion even b, pretence for it. He has given a de 
fcription of hiipfelf in his Memoirs, which are writtei 
in an elevated ftile, with an impetuofity of genius, anc 
an inequality, which forms a lively image of his owi 
character. He was a man who itnmerfed in an excefs o 
debauchery, and then labouring under the natura 
^flfefts of it^ harangued the people, and became thei 
demagogue. He preached up faftion and fedition. H 
had been, at the age of twenty-three, the principal in 
confpiracy agaipft Cardinal Richelieu's life. He was th 
contrive^ of the Barricadoes, hurried the Parliainen 
into cabals, and the people into fedition. V/hat ap 
pears themoft extraordinary, is, that the Parliament, a 
his inftigation, fet up their ftandard againft the Court 
before they had acquired the aid of any Prince, foreig 
or domeftic. 

'This-ai9fembly bad been foi? a long time confidered i 
different lights, by the Court and, by the people. If on 
was to take the decifion of the Court, and all our M: 
nifters, the Parliament of Paris was merely a chamb^ 
of juftice, erefted to determine caufes between plainti 
and defendant. It held its power at the fole will an 
> D 4L ' pleafui 
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picafure of the Qrown. It had no other claim to pt5^ ^ 
cmiHencc, before the other Parliaments of * the King-, 
dom, than that of it^ antiquity, and a more confider- 
able jurifdidlipq. It was not the Court of Peers, b|it 
bccaufe the Court rcfidcd at Paris, It had no more 
right to m^ke ri^monftrances^ than the other affembiie^ ; 
and even this right was only 4 matter of pure grace and 
indulgence. It had fuccccded, indeed^ to thofe Parlia- 
ments which formerly reprefented the Trench nation ; 
but it retained of thofe ancient aflefublies nothing but 
the name alone. And as an irrefragable proof of this, the 
^ates- General were fubftityted in the place of the 
aflembjies of the nation ; and the prefent Parliament of 
Paris no more refembled thofe that were held tender o\jr 
firft Kings, than a Conful of Smyrna, or Aleppo, c^n 
be compared to a Conful of ancient Romp. ^ 

This fole miftake of the name was the pretence 
aflyn^cd by a body of ambitious Lawyers, who, having 
bought their offices, would challenge to themfelyes the 
power of the conquerors of the Gauls, and the nobles 
who derived fiefs from the Crown, This bo^dy had ever 
made an ill ufe of the privileges which rHuft neceffarily 
be indulged to a tribunal always fut^filiing in a capital 
city. It publifhed an arret of exilemenj; once againft 
Charles VII. ; it inilituted a criminal prpcefs againfl: 
Henry III.; and had at all times oppofed, as much as in 
its power, the fovereign authority •, and under the mino- 
rity of Louis Xiy . and the moll gentle of goyernments, 
\vith the mod indulgent of QMeens, it would commence 
a civil war with its Prince, after the example of the 
I^arliament of England, which at that time held its 
King a prifoner, and afterwards took off his head. 
Tbcfe were the opinions and the converfsition? of the 
cabinet* 

But the jCitizens of Paris^ and ^U who wore, pr were 
dependant p;i, the Long Robe, regarded the Earliaipent 
as d more auguft bpdy ; which had ever rendered juftice, 
with a moft reipeAable^ integrity ; that had nothing 
in view, but the good of the State, and purfued that 
point, at thQ peril of its own exiftcnce j that bounded 
* 4 - ^ its 
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' Its ambition to the glory of rcftrainiag that of the fa- 
vourite; and which had ever held the balance even, 
between the Prince and people : fo that without (laying 
to inquire into the origin of its rights or powers, they 
imputed to it rights the moft facred, and powers tlwi 
inoft inconteftable, when they faw it fuftain the caufe of 
the public againft obnoxious Mijjifters. They ftiled it 
•* The Father of the State }" and made no difference 
between th^at claim lyhich derived the Crown to their 
Kings, and that which authorized the Parliament to 
rfftrain their power. 

Between thefe two extremes, ^ juft medium w^s dif- 
ficult to be determined j for, in truth, there was no law 
Wf 11 acknowledged, but that of the time^ or occafion. 
Under a ftrong government, the Parliament was weak ; 
but under a feebly King, it aflumed a vigour; and 
at this time might be juflly applied what Monfieur 
4de Guimene faid^ when this Body complained under 
Louis XIII. that the deputies of the Nobles were fuf- 
fercd to have precedence of it^ *' Gentlemen, you will 
5* takp the lead, under a Minority*^' 

We fhall not here repeat all that has been written 
about thefe troubles, nor tranfcribe volumes to lay be- 
fore the Reader fo many details of tranfactions, which, 
though then matters interefting and important, are at 
preient fcarcely remembered. But we ought to relate 
jyhatever may ferve to fliew the charaftcr of the 
Nation, and pay lefs attention to what is ufual in all 
civil wars, than to what diftinguifhed that of La 
Fronde. 

Two powers eftabliihed to preferve peace in the 
fiatipn, a Parliament of Paris and an Archbiihop, hav- 
ing begun the commotion, the people very, naturally 

. concluded their own infurredion to be authorifed. The 
jQuecn could not appear in public without being in- 
fulted. They called her nothing but Dame Anne ; or, if 
^ny^^title was annexed to that appellation, it was only 
bn< of reproach. They with rancour qharged her with 
fa(irificing the Nation to her partiality for Mazarin ; 
^nd^ what wa^ ftill more mortifying, fhe heard fongs and 

ballads. 
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ballads, ^hich are ftill remembered as monuments of 
wit and malice, roared out in the ftreets, publifliing the 
fufpicions they afFefted to have of her chaftity. Ma- 
dame de Mottcville faid, with her noble and finccrc 
naivete, that ** thefe infolences gaye the Queen con- 
cern, and raifcd her compaffion for the deceived citi- 



« zens.*' 



She fled from Paris with her children, her Miniftcr, 
Jan. 6, the Duke of Orleans brother of Louis 
1649. XIIl. and the Great Conde himfclf, to Su 

Germain's, where almoft the whole Court lay u|3on 
ftraw. They were reduced to pawn the jewels of the 
Crown. The King often wanted common neceflaries. 
The Pages of the Queen's Chamber were difcharged, 
becaufe it was not in her power to maintain them* At 
that time the Aunt of Louis XIV, daughter of Henry 
the Great, and wife to the King of England, then a 
fugitive in Paris, was reduced to the extremes of 
poverty ; and her daughter, afterwards married to 
the brother of Louis XIV. was often obliged to con- 
tinue in bed, for want of fire^to fit by 5 while the peo- 
ple of Paris, infatuated with their phrenzy, paid not 
the leaft ' attention to thP diftreflcs of fo many royal 
perfonages. 

Anne of Auftria, whofe wit, accomplifhments, and 
goodncfs, hav(; been fo much es^olled, was hardly ever 
in France but unhappy : a long time treated as criminal 
by her hufband, and perfecuted by Cardinal Richelieu^ 
Ihe had her papers feized at VaUde Grace, and was obliged 
to fign a confeifion in full Council, of her having been 
guiUy.againft the honour of the King her hufband. When 
Ihe was delivered of Louis XIV. the King refufed to 
falutc her, though it was the cuftom^ on fuch occafions ; 
and this affront affeded her health fo much, that it en- 
dangered her life. Finally, in her regency, after having 
Jjcaped favours upon all fupplicants that applied to her^ 
Ihe faw herfelf driven from ih^ capital, by a fickle and 
furious populace. She and her After in-law, the Queen 
of England, were both of them memorable exaniples, 
9f the reverie of fortune, which evcri crooned hWds 

*ar^ 
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flfe not exempt from ; and her mother-in-law, Mary de 
Medicis, was even ftill more unhappy. 

The Queen, with fears in her eyes, intrcated IC.e 
Prince of Gonde to take upon him the charge of being 
the King's prgteftor. The conqueror of Rocroi, of 
Fribourg, df I^enfe, and of Norlingen, could not counter- 
aft fuch fignal fervices. He was flattered with the ho- 
nour of defisndin^ a Court that he thought ungraceful, 
againft the Frojidc, whiqh fought his fupport. The Par- 
liament had then the Great Conde to conten^d with, and 
yet were determined to hazard the war. 

The Prmce of Cbnti, brother to the Great Conde, 
equally envio^us and inpapable of rivalling him; the 
puke of Longuevilje, the Duke of Beaufort, the Duke 
ojR Bouillon; wrought upon by the turbulent Spirit of 
<he Coadjutor, and fon4 of change, flattering themfelvcs 
fo raife their grandeur upon the ruins of the State, and.to 
jcnakc the felind rage of the Parliament fcrvc the private 
purpofes of their party, went and tendered their aflift- 
ance to the League. A General was appointed in the 
Great Chamber tq an army they h^d not on foot ; and 
^every individual fet a tax on himfelf to levy troops. 
Tiiere had been twenty additional Councillors of tl^ 
Parliament created by Cardinal Richelieu; but the reft 
of that body, from a poornefs of fpirit common to all 
popular aflcmblics, feemed ftill to perfecute his memo* 
ry, through them. They treated them with contempt, 
jiffeded nQt toconfider them as members of the fame bo- 
dy, and impofed a fine upon each of theii^ of fifteen 
thoufand livres, towards carrying on thftwar againft the 
Crown, aqd to purchafc peacQ for theoifelves from the 
fraternity. 

The Great Chamber, the Court of Inquefts, the Court 
of Requefts, the Court of Exchequer, and the Court of 
Aids, which had all exclaimed againft the common flight 
and liecefTiry taxes, and above all, againft the augmenta- 
tion of the T^rifi^^, which did not exceed two hundred 
thoufand livres, raifed themfelvcs a fum of ten millions, 

* A book of rates, in which the duties payable on imports and ex* 
ports are fet doWa. * 
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of our prefent currency, for the fubverfion of th<ur 
country. An arret wUs made to authorize the feizing on 
F^. 15, any ca(h belonging to the partifans of the 

1649. Court, where-ever it could be found. They 

^t by this means to the amount of zhout twelve hundred 
thouiand of our livres. They railed twelve jhoufand 
men by an arret of Parliament. Every Gate- way *fur- 
niflied a man and horfe. , This corps was called the Ca- 
valry of the Gates. The Coadjutor had a regiment of 
his o^n, which was named the Corinthian regimenr, be- 
caufe he was titular Archbilhop of Corinth. 

^Without the names of the King of France, of the 
Great Conde, of the capital of the kingdom, this war of 
the Fronde would have been as ridiculous as that of 
the Barberini. They could not tell why they had ta- 
ken up arms. The Jf rince of Conde befieged five hun- 
dred thoufand citizens with only eight thoufand men« 
The Parifians took the field, adorned with feathers and 
ribbands. Their evolutions were the jeft of the difci- 

E lined troops. They would take flight upon ^eing two 
undred of the royal forces in a body together. Every 
thing that related to them was turned into ridicule. The 
regiment of Corinth liaving been beaten by a handful of 
men, that defeat was called Thijirft Efiftle tp the Ccrin^ 
tbians. 

Thofe twenty Counfellors who had been obliged to 
, fubfcribe fifteen millions of livres each, received no other 
honour than the being called the Twmiy Fifteens. 

The Duke of Beaufort- Vendome, grandfon to Hen- 
ry IV. the idol of the people, and the inftrument made "s 
ufe of to put them into commotion, a Prince of great 
popularity, but fmall talents, was publickly the objeft 
of the Court railleries, and even of the Fronde itfelf. 
They never mentioned him but under the appellation 
of King of the Mob. A ball having given him a, 
contufion on his arm, he called it a cenfujion. 

The Duchefs of Nemours fays, in her Memoirs,, that 
the Prince of Conde prefented to the Queen a littlq 

• Portc-Cochcrc. 

humo* 
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hump-backed dwarf, armed cap-a-pie. " Behold/* faid 
he, " the gcneraliflimo of the Parifian army !** This 
piece of contempt was poinded at his brother, the Prince 
of Conti, who was crook-backed, and had been chofen 
General by the'Frondcurs. However, this fame Conde 
vps himfelf afterwards General of the very fame troops ; 
and Madame de Nemours adds, that he faid the hiftory 
of this war fhould only be written in Doggerel *. 

The city troops that ufed to march out of Paris, and 
come back always beaten, were received on their return 
with hooting and laughter. They never repaired all 
thefe little checks in any other way than by couplets 
an4 epigrams. Taverns' and brothels were the tents 
/where they held their councils of war, in the midft of 
jefting, finging, and all manner of diffolute revelry. 
Their licentioufnefs was fo unbounded, that, one night, 
the principal Officers of the Fronde, having met the 
Holy Sacrament carrying through the ftreets to a per» 
fon they fufpe6bed to be Cardinal Mazarin, drove the 
proceffion baqk again, with the flats of their fwords. 
And once feeing the Coadjutor, Archbidiop of Paris, 
come and take his feat in Parliament, with a dagger in 
his pocket, the handle of which was perceived, they cried 
out, " Behold our good Archbilhop's breviary !" 

A herald at arms was fent to St. Antony's ^^ ' 
gate, .accompanied by a gentleman in ordinary of 
the King's chamber, to offer propofitions. The Parlia- 
ment would not fuffcr him to enter, though they ad- 
mitted into the Great Chamber, an envoy from the Arch* 
duke Leopold, who was then, at war with France. 

In the midil of all thefe troubles, the nobles ailembled 
themfelves in a body, at the Auguftines, appointed their 
prefidents, and publickly held their feflions. One would 
have concluded, that this was in order to reform the 
Kingdom, and to convene the ftates- general ; but it was 
all on account of a ftool, that the Queen had conceded 

* Butler very lackiIyliito£r, and happily executed, this thought* 
in his Hsdibras, in burlef^uing a cotemporary war of the fame 
fort in England. 

to 
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to. Madame de Pons*. Nothing furely could bcf af 
ftrongcr inftance of that lightnefs of charaftcr \5ihich the* 
French are generally charged with. ^ 

The civil ftrifc which laid England Waftc cxa6Hy at 
the fame time, ferved fufficiently to (hew tTie different 
chafaders of the two nations. The Englilh, in their 
diflfenfions, manifefted a fanguinary animofity, and a 
wcll-direfted rage. They fought defperate battles, and 
the (Word decided every thing. They erefted fcaffolds for 
the conqperfed; and their King being taken prifoner, 
^i^a^ brought before a court of juftice, interrogated con- 
cerning the abufe which he was charged with having 
made of his poWer, condemned tqlofe his head, and ex- 
ecuted before the eyes of his people, with ^as much or- 

Fcb. o» ^^^' ^"^ ^^^ ^^^^ formalities of juftice, zs 
1649 f. would have been obferved in the cafe of any 
common individual who had been capitally 
lentenced. Notwithftanding fuch horrible commotions,* 
London , remained perfectly exempt from any of the 
calamities incident to a civil war. 

The French, on the contrary, hurried thcmifelves in- 
to fedition, through caprice and wantonnefs. Women 
"Were at the head of faftions, and gallantry formed andf 
diffolved cabals. The Duchefs of Longuevillc engaged 
Turenne^ created a Marflial juft before, to make the 
army he comnianded for the King revolt from its al- 
legiance. . 

This was the fame army which the famous Duke of 
Saxc- Weimar had raifed. It was commanded, after hisf 
death, by Count d'Erlach, of an ancient family in the 
Canton of Berne* It was this Count d'Erlach'who gavfe' 
thefe troops toFrance^ and fccured to her the porfeflionr 
of Alface. The Vifcount Turenne endeavoured to bring 

• The grafitiftg a tahoureu or (lobU is tlie pefmitting a perfon th* 
honour of fitting in the Royal Prefence. It may be fuppofed that thU' 
Counciiwas held in order to difpute the precedency thereby granted. 

f This event happened on the 30th of January, in that year. Aw 
Hmorian may miftake a faft, .from the contrariety of relations ; but 
Voltaire is inexciYfable f0r rtriftaking a da(e, which any Englilh Al> 
milnack might have afcertaioed. 

him 
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liim over, and then Alfacc would have been loft to 
Louis XIVT. ; but he was jiot to be feduced, and prcferv- 
cd the Weimarian forcer fteady to their engagements. 
He was even commiffioned by Cardinal Mtearin to ar- 
feft the Vifcount. 

, That great man, unfaithful then through weaknefs, 
was obliged to fly like a fugitive from an army of which 
lie was General, in compliance to a woman who flight- 
ed his pafllon ; and became, from General to the King 
of France, Lieutenant to Don Eft:cvan de Gamatrc, with 
whom he was beaten at . Rethel, by Marftial du Pleflis- 
Praflin. 

• Every one knows the billet of the Marftial d*Hoc- 
quincourt to the Duchefs of Monbatzon : " Peronne is 
** at the fervice of the faireft of the fair;" and the 
couplet is alfo remembered, written by the Duke de la 
Rochefoucault for the Duchefs of Lbngueville, when 
he received, at the battle of St. Antoinc, a muflcet-lhot 
which deprived him of his fight for fome time : 

To win her heart, and gain To rich a prize, 
I war with Icings, and would affaalt the ikies. 

There is a letter preferved in the Memoirs of Mademoi- 
felle *, written by Gaftion Duke of Orleans her father^ 
the addrefs of which is, *• To Mefdames of the Marflial- 
*' lefles de Camp, in the army of my daughter againft 
*' Mazarin/' 

The war was concluded and renewed feveral times ; 
and thcM*e was hardly any perfon engaged in if, who did 
not often change fides. The Prince of Conde, having 
brought back the Court in triumph to Paris, amufed 
himfelf with making a jefl: of thofe he had fo ably de- 
fended ; and finding that his glory and fervices were not 
proportionably rewarded, began to turn Mazarin in- 
to ridicule, to infult the Qjieen, and brave the Govern- 
ment he defpifcd. He is laid to have addreflfed a billet 
to the Cardinal, all* illuftrijjimo Signore Faquino * ; and 
to have faid to him one day, leaving the room, *' Adieu, 
•' Mars!** Hcencouraged^Marquisof Jarfay to make love 

* Montpenlier. f To the moft ill uftiious Scoundrel. 

to 
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to the Queen, and relented her being offended at ie. H* 
leagued with the Prince of Conti, his brother, and the 
Duke of Longueville, who hacffleferted the caufe of the 
Fronde. They had called the party of the Duke of 
Beaufort, at the commencement of the regtnoy, the J/w- 
portants -, and* they called that of the Prince of Conde, 
the Peiits-maiireSj becaufethey aimed at becoming maf- 
ters of the State. There remain, at prefent, hardly any 
remembrances of all thofe troubles, but this name of 
Petit-maiire^ now generally given to our young, unedu- 
cated gentry, and the appellation of Frondeurs^ which is 
applied to all male-contents againft Government. 

They employed on both fides, the bafeft and moft 
fhocking artifices. Joly, a Counfellor of the Chatelet, 
and afterwards Secretary to Cardinal de Retz, took it 
into his head to make an incifion in his arm, and let off 
a piftol in his chaript, in order to pretend that the Court 
. had attempted to afifafiinate him. 

Some days after, to divide the party of the Prince of 
Conde and the Frondeur^, and render them irreconcil- 
able, a (hot was fired at the carriage of the Prince of 
Conde, which killed one of his footmep. This was call- 
ed a Joliad improved. Wbofe contrivance was this ? Waa 
it the device of Cardinal Mazarin ? He was ftrongly 
fufpe<5ted of it. Cardinal de Retz, the Duke of Beau- 
fort, and old Brouffel, were charged with it, in full Par- 
liament, and acquitted. 

All parties abufed^ negotiated with, and betrayed each 
other, by turns. Every pcrfon of importance, or who 
aimed at being fo, was in hopes of raifing his fortune 
upon the ruins of thd Public, while the Public-Good 
was in every body's mouth. Gafton was jealous of the 
glory of the Great Conde, and of the influence of Maza- 
rin. Conde neither loved or efteemed cither of theip. 
The Coadjutor of the Archbilhopric of Paris wanted to' 
be made a Cardinal, bythe nomination of the Queen % 
and he then devoted hiiiilelfto-i^r, to obtain this foreign 
dignity, which procured him /no aluhority, though it 
prought a confiderable revenue. 

Such 
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Such was then the Force of prejudice, that the Prince 
bf Conti, brother to the Great Conde, would alfo cover 
liis princely head with the fame red hat; and fuch waslikf- 
Wife the power bf intrigue, that ah Abbe, without the 
J>retenfions either of birth or merit, whofe name Avas La 
Riviere, difputed this Roniari hat with a Prince. But 
neither bf them obtained it: the Prihce, becaufe he was 
delpifcd j La Riviere, becaufe they made a jeft of his am- 
bition : fo that the Coadjutor carried it from them 
both, by facrificing the Prince of Cond^tb the rcfcnt- 
tnehts bf the Queen. 

Thefe referitmehts had ho other foundation than the 
'ftlf-interefted quarrels between-Conde and Mazarin. No 
crime bf ftate could be charged' agamft 
Conde; ho^evfer, he and his brothel Conti, ^^"^"^IfJ^' 
with their brothef-in-law Longueville, Were 
arretted at the Louvre, withbut any manner of procefs 
or legal form, but folely becaufe Mazirin was afraid ' 
of himv This proceeding Was aftually contrary to all 
law ; but none of the parties troubled their heads, at 
that time, about fuch a puh^ftilib. 

' Tht CardJnalj in order to entrap the Pirinces, made 
tjfe of one of his political finefles. It was pretended that 
the Frohdeura. had a dfefigh to aflaflinate the Prince of 
Conde: Mazarin made him believe, that he was about 
arrefting bnfe of the confpiratbrs who fhould become evi- 
dence againft them ^, and that it was necelTary his High- 
hefs fhould fign an order to the Gens-d'armes of the 
Guard-, to furround the Louvre. Thus, did the Great 
Conde himfelf certify the Warrant for his own detention. 
Oqe cannot have a ftronger inftance that politics often 
cpnfifts in falfehood^ and thcfkili is to dctedt the de- 
ceiver. 

The Prince of Conde might have governed the State, 
if he would only have condcfqended to ufc the addrcfsof 
rendering -bimfelf agreeable ; but he chofe only to be ad- 
jnired. The people of Paris, who had fet up their bar- 
ricadoes for an old doating lawyer, lighted up bonfires 
when the Defender and Hero of France was carried off 
to the Caftle of Vincennes. 
Vol. I. E What 
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What fhcwshow much appearances are apt to decdvc, 
is, that this imprifonment of' thefe three Princes, which 
igight be cxpcdted to have thrown their Faction into ale^ 

1640. ^^^^SY^ ^^' ^^^^ roufcd it the more. Tlic Priiw 
cefs of Conde, the xcother, though exiled, remain- 
ed (till in Paris, and prefented a remonftrancc to the 
Parliament 5 and the Prince of Conde's wife, after many 
perils having taken refuge in the City of Bourdeaux, 
aided by the Dukes of Bouillon and Rocbefoucaulc, 
made that City rife, and armed Spain in her caule. 

All France re-deniandcd the Great Conde -, and if he 
had juft then speared, the Court would have been lun- 
done. GourviJle, who from a fimple valets dc-chambrc 
to the Duke of Rochcfoucault, was become a man of 
confcquence, from his charader of a prudent daring, 
had Formed a plarf for delivering the Princes from their 
confinement. One of the perfons engaged in thi^ plot^ 
had the folly to confefs himfelf to a Prieft of the Fronde^ 
and this unworthy Prieft told the fecrct to the Coadju* 
tor, who was tlien an enemy to the Great Conde. Thus 
the enterprize failed, by the revealing a Confeflion 1 
which, however, was a common breach of confidence, 
in thofe unhappy times. 

One may fee, iri the Memoirs of the Counfelior of 
State Lenet^ more curious than known, how much 
power, in thofe times of unbounded licentioufnefs, of 
jrouble, of. iniquity, and even of impiety, the Pnefts 
had over the minds of the people. He relates, that in 
Burgundy, the Dean of the Holy Chapel, attached to 
the Prince of Conde, offered his fervices to bring all the 
Preachers to harangue in his favour from their pulpits^ 
and to make all the Priefts ufe their arts in the article 
of Confeffions. 

To give an example of the manners of the times, the 
fame Writer tells us, that when the wife of the Great 
Conde. took refuge in Bourdeaux, the Dukes of Bouil- 
lon and Rochefoucault marched before her, at .the head 
of a troop of young men of fafhion, exclaiming, " Long 
" live Conde ll\ adding fome obfcene expreiiions againft 

Mazarin* 
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Mazarin, and calling out to her to repeat the exclama-*' 
tion« 

A year after, thefe fame Frondeurs, who had fold the 
Great Conde, and the other Princes, to the timid re- 
venge of Mazarih, fprced the Queen to open their pri- 
fon, and banifh hci'Minlfter out of the King- 
dom. Mazariawenthinrfetfto Havre, where , %\I^* 
they were confined,.to.iet4heai at iibercjr^.^nd 
was receive^ by them\with ihe contempt which, he had 
reafon.to haveexpe^ed ; ^ter which he retired to>Lieg^, 
Conde ireturned to Paris, anudft;he. acclamations of the 
.very .people who had before hated hini fo much> . His 
prefence renewed the cabals, the ^ifienjTiQBs, and the 
murders, . ^ 

Thetiation tcmamcd in this ftateof confufion.for 
fome years longer. The Govern n^ent employed no mea- ' 
fures but fuch as -were fj;;ebje ^and irre^lute, and ap* 
peared to be in ^ very unAable condition ; but then 'the 
revolters were not morefirmly united among themfelves j 
which was. all that faved the Court. The Coadjutor, 
fometimes friend, and.fpmetimes enemy, to the Prince 
of Conde, raifed a' party in the, Parliament, and among 
the people, againft him. He dared, at the fame time, to 
fcrvc the Queen, byoppofing the Prince; and to provoke 
her, by forcing her to drive Cardinal Mazarin farther 
frotn France, who retired to Cologne. - 

The Quern, by a contradiction very common to weak 
Governments, was obliged to receive his fervices and his 
affrontsat the fame time ; and to name to the CardinaU 
ate that very Coadjutor who had raifed the barricadoes, 
and had conftrained^the Royal family to fly from thtir 
capital, and then befiege it. 
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CHAP. V. 

A Continuation of the Civil WaVy to the End of thi 

RcheUion in 1654. 

AT length the Pf incc of Condc refolvcd upon a war/ 
which ho fhould have commenced at the time of 
the Fronde, if he aimed at becoming mafter of the State v 
or have never undertaken, if he had been a good fub- 
jeft. He left Paris, and went to ftir up Guienne, Poi- 
tou and Anjou, and to folicit againft France the power 
of Spain, to which he had been fo lately a moft formi- 
dable enemy. 

Nothing can more ftrongly mark the madnefs of the 
times, and the fortuitoufncfs ^hich then governed moft 
of the events, than what happened to tfhii Prince, joft at 
that crifis. The Queen fent an^ ex'pfcfs after him from 
Paris, with fuch propofals as would have induced hinl 
to return and lay down his arms. The Courier made a 
miftake, and inftead of going to Angerville, where the 
Prince was, he went to Augerville ; fo that the letter 
came to hand too late. Conde faid, that had he re- 
ceived it fooner, he would have accepted the pi-opofition 
of peace \ but having by that time got at fuch a dillance 
from Paris, it was not worth the trouble of returning. 
Thus did the blunder of a Courier, and the nierc caprice 
of the Prince, replunge France into a civil war again. 

Upon- this occafion, the Cardinal, who from the ex- 
tremity of hi^ exile at Cologne had ftill governed the 
Court, re-entered the Kingdom, not like a Minifter 
coming to re-affume his poft, but rather as ^ 
^T^^i ^^* Sovereign who was come to re- take the pof- 
feflion of his dominions ; for he was attended 
by a fmall army of about feven thoufand men, levied at 
his own expence ; or it might be faid, rather at that of 
France with the public money, which he had made pii- 
vate property of. 

It was^ told the King in a proclamation Upon that oc- 
cafion, that the Cardinal had really levied thcfc farces* 

9^ 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XtV. ff 

at his 9wn CQft -, which ^rontradiils the 'aflfertions of thofe 
vho have .written, that oa. his Icaviag the Kingdom, he 
was not maftcr of a fund to yield him neceff^ry fupport. 

He made =MarIhal Hocquincourt General of his lit-* 
tic army. All the Officers wore g^een fc^rfs, die colour 
of the Cardinal's Jiyery. Each part^ was diftinguifhcd 
by its.fcarf. The King's was- white, and the Prince of 
Conde's IfabelU^. It was matter of furprize that Car- 
(Jinah Mazarin, who had, till then^ affefted fo much 
uiodefty, fliould prcfume tp make an army wear his li- 
very, as if he had a diftinft intereft in the State from his 
m^fter. . But he could mt refift the vain temptation. 
This was the very thing that had been done before, by 
the Marihal D'Ancre, and^yhich did not a lit'l^ contri- 
bute to his ruin. But the fame infolenc6f4K:cetded with* 
the Cardinal. The Queen approved it, and the King,' 
then of age-f, aixeijcjed by his J>rpthcr, went, forth to 
meet him, ... 

On the firfl: account of h«8 recurn,..Q&fton, Duke of 
Orleans, brother to Louis ^III. who had demanded the. 
banilhmentof Mazarin, railed W>Qp# m Paris, without 
knowing how to employ -jtheni, Xh? Parliament renew-* 
ed its arrets, outlawed the Cardinal, aQd-oflSered a re- 
ward for his head, f ^e records w$re fe^r^eh- ^ , » 
ed, to fee what price was fixed on the head. *^^^^^x^^* 
of an enemy to the* Kingdom ; and i? feeing ^ 

found, that in the reign of Charles IXi (hse fi^jn ^f fifty ' 
thoufand crowns had been voted in Parliartiept, to whbm- 
focver Ihould bring in AdmiraJ Coligny J. aliyp pr ddad ; 
it was thought proper, by way of. %6ling according to. 
precedent, to proffer the fame re^ompence iq any one 
who would aflaflinate the Cardinal Prime Miniftef . 

This proclamation, however, did not tempt any one * 
toej^rn thefe fifty thouland crowns j^ and which, if they 

^v.Tke.I(abelle colour ie a ibrt of light bay > • 

t In his thirteenth year. The Kings of France zxp allowed of age 

. i. ti^s jq-ime was turning Proteftant ;. an<L the . perf^^iituoa hs • 
tfuiere^on that accounty forced him, in :felf"4erence, to take' pare • 
^Jth t^^e HugAienots.. ,He efcaped from this proclamation , but after- 
Mfardls was one of the yi^'ims at the maflacrc <^St. Bartholomew^ 
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had, would never hravr beeii paid. In arty oAcr nation, 
or at any other time, fiK^h a hfribt^ would hrive found aa 
aflaffinf; but it ferved then oftl^ as a fofejeft* for mirth and 
ridicule. ^ The Slots and tJie Marignjs^' vMs and jo- 
kers of thofc days, whowcte gay and idle enough to 
laugh and fport iiT thic midft of tumults and difcord^ 
pofted up in Piris an ad vertiftimcnt offering the fum of 
a hundred and fifty thoufand crowns^ to be divided inf 
fuch and fuch proportions-, fo- muclt for cutting ofl? 
the Cardinal's riofe, fo-much f6T an car, fo naueh for an 
eye, to much fbr rendering himan eunuch, &c. 

This piece of ridicule was the only efffed produced by 
the ptofcription againft the perfbn ctf the Mmifber j but 
his moveables and his library were cenfifcatedi by a fc- 
cond arret; and the money arifing from the fale, andde- 
figncd to go in aid^ of the aflfaffinating fee, was embez- 
zled by the receivers, as was that of aH the taxes leried' 
at that tinfie. 

The Cardinal^ oil his part, employed neither pbHbn 
por sUikSnation slg>ainft his enemies | and notwkHftJatidmg 
the malignity ind madnefs 6f fo' many parties ?tnd am- 
mofities,^ they committed nbt fucH enormous crimes, the 
principals wete lefsicrliel, and the people le(s furious^ 
than in the time of the League •, fof ?hts wds not a reli- 
gious war •• • X 
n "^ L. ' '^^ ftpdrt|eftupidlty that- predominated at 

1 ^Ti. ^^" ^?'"^» poBeffcd' the whole body of the 
Parliamtht of Paris' fo mucfi^ that, after hav- 
ing formally proclaimed ot a(fefiination which every 
body laughed at, if iiwde an arrets by which fcvcral of 
their Counfellof s were ordered' to proceed towards th« 
frpntiers, to take meaftirfes againft the army of Cardinal 
MMarini that is^ to bppefe ttts Roj^ri forces. 

Two of thcfe Gouftfellors ^erfe* inconfider^te enough 

to cplleft together a nwnber of pea{^^, ^nd brealt down 

■> . . • ^ • . 

• This is the manner of Voltaire. ^Sach^Jfingcnuous f^rcafm rans 
(krough. :|J1 V« ^riliilgs, dpdiv tfhi.< fabjte£K' He-' affsfts to lApijtc the 
common frailties, vices aarf co^ruptiohs c^meni to thtf principle merely 
pretended for their adti6n»» The Intjuifition, fpr inft^pcc, is j^ot ^ 
rdigioqs, \;m\ a po^ti^M iftftitiiti<5iri 



\ 
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fome of the bridges, over which the Cardinal wa< pre- 
paring to pafs. One of them, named Bitaut, was im- 
mediately taken prifoner by the King's troops, releafed 
through indulgence, and made the jcft of all parties. 

In the mean time the King being then of age, diflblvcdf 
fhc Parliament ^t Paris, and transferred it to 
Pontoifc; Fbrfyof the Members who were ^^5^^^* 
attached to the Court, obeyed the mandate, 
but the reft refufed to fubmit. Behold now two Parlia- 
ments in the fame body, who, to compleat the confufioii 
of the times, iflued arrets againft one another, as in the 
times of Henry IV. and of Charles VI.' • 

At the famie time that this body proceeded to extremi-- 
Cies againft' the' Kings's Miniftfer, they declared the 
Prince of Conde guilty of highrtreafon, who had only 
taken arms againft that very Minifter ; and from the moft 
tinacGOuntable abfurdity imaginable, but the belief of 
which alltheir former proceedings may juftTfy, it ordered 
thenew-raiied troops of Gafton, Duke of Orleans, to 
march againft Mazarin, and at the fame time forbad a 
Ihilling to be iflued out of the public treafury to main- 
tain them. 

Nothing better was to he expefted froma fetof Magif- 
trates, who,, adting out of their fphere,^ and ignorant ei- 
ther of their rights, of their powers, and of all matters 
both of politics or wat, aflembled themfclves and de-. 
cided every thing in tumult ; declaring frequently on the 
fide of parties that they had not even thought of the day 
before ; and at which they were themfelves aftoniftied, 
immediately after. , ' , 

The Parliament ojf Bourdeaiux tdok part, at' this time, 
with the Prince of Conde 5 but it preferved a more uni- 
form condgi^: : becaufe, from its being further removed 
from the Court, it was lefi embroiled with contending 
fadions. JBut moDC confiderable objefts now begaa to 
intereft allTrahce, 

Conde having confederated with the Spaniards, took 
Ithe field againft the King ; and Turenne having quitted 
iChofe fame Spaniards with whom he had been beaten at 
Rcthel, had reconciled himfelf to the Court,' and again 

£ 4 commanded 
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commanded the royal army. The narrownefs of chci;B 
finances permitted neither of the parties to fupport large 
armies, but fmall ones no Jefs decide^! the fat? of the: 
Kingdooi. There arc times .when a hundred thoufanc^ 
m^n m^y not be able to take one or two towns ; ancf 
there are others, when a battle between feven or eighty 
thoufand (hall overthrow or eflablifti a Throne. 

Louis XIV. nurfcd in adverfi^ty, with his 'mother, his 
brother, and Cardinal Mazarin, wandered frpm Province 
to Province;, having hardly mprc troops attending him, 
than he ufed afterwards to have, ^ven in timg.s of peace,' 
for his fole guard j while five or fix thoufgnd ni'^h, p^rt 
Spaniih troops, and the reft levied . by the partifans of 
the Prince or Conde, porfucd hirij into the very heart of 
his own Kingdom,. , _ ^ . . 

The Prince of Conde, in the rAean time, marched fron\ 
Bourdeaux to Montauban, took the towns in his way^j 
and every where increafed his ftrength. 

All the hopes of the Court were placed on Turenne,. 
The royal af my was ftationed at Gien upon the Loire. 
The troops of the Prince of Cpnde were encamped with- 
in a few miles of it, under the command of the Duke of 

Nemours, and xhe Duke of Beaufort. The diuenfibns 

* . »' . ... . ., 

between thefe t\yo Generals had like to have proved fa-^ 
tal to the Prince's party. The Duke of Beaufort Was 
ijicapabJe of any .military command; and 'the [Duke of 
Nemours was elieemed rather as an amiable man,' and a, 
gallant foldler, than as anjeicpert officer-, fo that "between 
them they very near ruined the- army. The foldiers 
Icnew that the Great Conde was at a hundred miles dif- 
tance, and were fallen into de.fpair, when,'at midhlght,' 
a Courier arrived in the Fdreft of Orleans, ana prefented 
bimfeif before the advanced guard. The ;i:entinels 'at 
once 4ifcoyered ;his Courier to be the Prince' of Conde' 
in perfon, who had come , poft from Agen, in difguifc, 
through niany perils^l'to put himfelf at the head of his 
army. , - — ^ . 

His appearance did much, and his unhoped arrival 
had a ftill better efFeft. ' He knew" that whatever is'fud- 
den and ii'ncxp^ded, iis apt to tranfport us. = He profited 

' ' ' ' '*"••■' '"' - ■ ' ' ' ''-:' ' on- 
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^nthc iiiftanf pf thp f:Qn6dei)ce.sinclthpfpirix which hh^ 
prefence had infpircd. The cliftinguiJlJng talent of this 
J^rini:e in war^ was the forming promptly the moft.daring 
refolvcs, and th^ ejcefiitiog them.with as much condud: 
as vigour.. . ' ■ \' ' 

The royal army was divided into two bo- _ , ; 
dies. Conde engaged the corps that was poft- ^ieel' 
ed" at Blenau, commanded by Marlhal d'Hoc- . 

guincourp^ ap4 ^his corp§ \yas routfd almoft as fopn as 
attacked, f urpnrie could pot be apprized of it, Cardi-^ 
n^I Mazarin, in.a terror, fled, toGien, in the middle, of 
;hg,i)ig.ht^ to. awaken ^jie, Kfng,..y^ho was ip bed, and 
acquaipp him with the ill hews. .'.His littfc Court 'were . 
thrown, into confterriation. They^pr^pqfed to.fave the 
|Cing by flight, and to condud hitih privately to Bpur- 
ges.' VTh^: ,f^n^ce of; Conde,: vi<5torionsi apprQa9hed 
to Gieri, . and aug^mented pheir dread and dcfpair^ 
Turehnd raifed their' fpirits by hi^ intrepidity,, ^d 
fayed tKq Court by^liii^ admiraj)le condu(Sl He llation- 
cd the few troops Ke hadleft, with fo muph gencrallhip, 
and' made tucK a(^ vantage of the ground and. the tip^e, 
tliat he 'prevented. Cphd^ frp^i. further profiting of his 
fuccefs; It \yas diflicult then to determine wh^ch of t;he 
two acquir^ the greateftjitonoup ;' Conde by-thevifto-. 
fy, or Turennc in deprivfing/hini.'of .the fruits of. it*. 
It ii true, thatiin this battle of Blenau, Jo loV^famouV 
in France, there were not above four Jiuiidred men flain ; 
b-at the Prince of Conde was not the lefs near the pO)pt of 
renderirt^ nimfelf mafl;er\pf all tjjie Royal Family^ and 
getting his enemy Cardinal Mazarin in his power." /6ne. 
C2[n hardly "recoiled aninftance of ^re^xex Inter^efts^' X)r a^ 
more preffing danger, dependent on fo incbnriiierable.ari 
action. 

Conde, w1>o| did not 'flatter hinifel£to furprjfe. Tu-. 
reirn'd,' as he had done Hocquincourc,. fee forward with 
Kis^rmy tpV^ards Pdris;' lie hafl:ehed to* that city^'therc 
to enjoy^his glory, and to. avail hjmfelf of the favourable 
^ifpp^tio'ns of an iiifatuated people^. The admiration ihe 
peoplewereftruckwith,on account of this laftengagemenr,' 
the ^particulars of .vrhich v/ere exaggerated •, th« hatred, 

I they. 
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thcy^fcorc to Mazarin ; with the fame and prcfence of the 
Grcaf"Cond6; fceaicd, for a time, to render him abfo- 
lute mafter of the capital. But in faft all their 
minds were drviitedV aiid each party was fubdivided inro 
fa£b]ons ; which is generally the cafe in all domeftic 
troubks*. 

X he Coadjutor de Retz, now a Cardinal, and recon- 
ciled, though only in appearance, to the Court, which 
feared him, and in which he had no confidence,, was no 
longer a dema^gue of the people, nor bore a principal 
fway in their affemblies. He governed the Duke of Or- 
leans, and opposed Cbnde. The Parliament ffuftuated 
between the Couft; the Duke of Orleans, and the Prince, 
though the whole pctoulir clamour was unanimous 
agaihft Mazarin. Rath of the parties privately attended 
to its own intcreft •, and the people were a boiftefous fca,; 
whole waVcs mtrt driveii different ways by fd iriariy 
contrary winds. The Ihrine of St. Genevieve .was qarri- 
ed in proceffion through the ftreets of Paris, to obtain 
die expuifionr of Cardinal Mazarin •, and tl^e common 
people were as confident of her working this miracle for 
them, as- they were that (he w6uld caufe it to rain f* 

Nothing was talked of but xiegbtiatioris betweea the 
chiefs of the partiei^, 'deputations from the Parliament,^ 
affenrfblier of the Chambers, feditions among the popu- 
lace, and the country in military array. They mounted 
guard at the gates of the monafteries. 'the Prince had 
called in the Spaniards to his aid. . Charles IV. Diikc 
of Lorrain, who had been driven out of his dominions, 
and whofe only remaining property was an army of 
ei^ht tfaoufand men, which he annually hired out to the 
King of Spaini marched thefe troops to Paris. But 
Cardinal Mazarin gtave him better.pay to refurn 4gain, 
than the Prince of Conde had been able to give him for 
coming; and the Duke of .Lorrain confecjueotly fooa 

* * It niufl: always be (b; for in inteHine commotione, a nation can- 
not be oniosd- bf» one common interei^, ais they are, when a ii!»nBJga 
cneoi]! becomes the objed. ] 

t This Saintef$U41wa)rsinvoi^dinJ[^raQce>upono^cafi:dnatofgr6^ 

quitted 



T»E AGE OF LOUIS JOV. 59 

• • • - 

Quitted Fraiicc, ravaging'thc trbtintry in fiisr rotrte, and 
carry ing^ off the pay of both parties. 

Conde now remained in Paris* with a 'decfcaifing 
power, and an army ftill more weak. Tu- " j^j ^ 
fcnne conduced the King and his Court ' 
towards the capital. Thfe King, then fifteeW years old,' 
was a fpedator, from the hill of Charonne, of thehjtfle 
of St. Antony •, in which thefe t;w6 gcntrafc, with only 
handfuU of troops, performed fucb ^iJJlbit^i that the 
I'eputatioriof each, berorethought inexpiable' of iircreafe, 
became augtnented by thetrr. 

The Prince of Conde, with a few Lords of his party, 
and a fmall 'nunSber of foldiers, fuftained and repulfed 
che charge of the whole^royal army. * The K?ng anrf 
Mazarin' viewed* the adibn from an ftliihcnce. The 
I)uke of Orleans, uncertain*^ what 'fide ta dedare for, 
kept himfelf quiet in hi^ Palace of Luterrrburg. Car- 
dinal de Ketz remairted Cantoned in his diocefe. The 
Parliament waited the ifRi? of the battle, tto'kndw what 
arrets' to make. The C^eea in tears w^;s oh h^r knees 
ih' the Carmelite Chapel; 'The people," who then equally 
feared the troops of tfe-King and of the' Prince, had 
ihut'up the gates of the^city^ and wotrU riot fuffer z 
lingle pcrlbn to enter or go out, while the greateft'*per* 
fbnages of France iverefui'iouily engaged in battle againft 
£ach other, and.fhedding their blood in the fiiburbs. ; It 
was there that the Duke of Rochefaucault, Ibrlliuftiious 
for his wit and bravery, received a wound over his eyes,* 
which deprived him of figh't for fome timc.^ A ne- 
phew of Cardinal Mazarin's was killed in the aftion, 
gnd the people confidered this as fome revenge. It 
was a Ihocking fight to. fee numbers of' ybUngmcn of 
rank and fafliion carried off killed or waurided, to St. 
Antony's Gate, and refufcd entrance. 

At length Mademolfclle f ,* the daughter of Gafton, 
taking part with Cbnd6, 'which her father was 'afraid to 

* One of the gates pf Ps^riS| in the fub^rbs of which this battle 
l^l^s fought. - ' • 

4f pC Mpntjpenficir, 

do. 



6o THE AGE QE LOUIS XIV. 

do, ordered the Gate xo be opened to the wounded, and 
had tlie rafhnefs to order the cannon of the Baflile to be 
fired upon the King's troops. The royal army was 
obliged to retire: Condc gained nothing but glory ^ 
but' Mademoifefle loft bcrfelf for ever,, in the affcdions 
of the King her coufia, by the outragcoufncfs of this 
siStxon \ and Cardinal Mazarin, who knew the ambition 
of that Princef$ to efpoufc a crownefi head, faid then, 
^ Thofe cannoii have killed her hufband ** 

The.gencrality of Hiftorians here make a difplay to 
their readers of nothing but battles, and great feats of 
courage, or policy, performed in the field, or the Cabi- 
net 3 bujt tl^pfe who. know what fliameful fhifts were, 
reibrted to, i» what mifery the whole people were in-! 
volved,. and to what cjieaxi praiSticcs tfic principals 
thcmlclves were xecjuced^ . njiuft refieft on the heroes of 
that time with more compaiTion than admiration. 

One may he. able to form a judgment of thcfe dif- 
treffes, pycn from a few particulars confefled bv Gour- 
ville?, whp v^as attached to the Prince of Conae. He 
acknowledges, that he hinifelf, in the exigences of the 
Cjaufe, was obligctj tg eipbezzle a fuin of money he had 
received for anojthlprrp.\jrpbfe j and that he fcized a Col- 
le£kor of the !Poft-tax in ^is own houfe, and made him 
pay aranibm. He fpeaks of fuch nutters as meer thing* 
of cobrfe in thofe unhappy 'times. 

Thie pound . of bread w^ then fold in Paris at the 
pdf e of twenty-four of our fous f . The people fuf- . 
tered j there. were not alms fuflicient for the poor ; and. 
many of the Proyincps felt a famine. 

Could any thing be more Ihockipg than what pafled 
during this w^r before Boqrdeau^ ? A gentleman was 
taken by the royal forces, and thty cutoff h\s head on 
the inftant. Tfc Dyke of Rochefoucaplt made imme- 
diate rcprif^l,. by hanging up a gentleman, prifpner, of 
the King's. party : and yet this famcDukpof Rpche-. 
foucault pajfled for a great philofopher." But the horror 

• In his Memoirs. t -A 100 is a penny. 
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tof fuc*h aftions was qualified, on confidering the great 
interefts of the party chiefs *. 

But; at the fame time, could' there be any thing more 
ridiculous than to behold the Great Conde kifs the Ihrinc 
of St. Genevieve, in a proceffion, rvrb hrs rofary 
agaihft it, and then hold- it up to the people ? And does 
not fuch mumtnery fhcw how much your heroes arc 
obiged to condefcend and court the mob -j- ? 

Neither decency nor decorum were preferred, either 
in their words or aftions. Omer Talon relates J, that 
he heard fome of the Counfellors, in their Parliamentary 
debates, " fpeaking of the Cardinal Prime Minifter, 
call him a fcoundreL One of the Members, named 
Quatre Sous, openly abufed the Prince of Conde, in 
full Parliament. Nor did they flop here. They ufed 
to kick and cuff each other, in. the very Court of Seffions. 

They came to blows in the Chapel of Notre-Damc, 
on a difpute about precedency between the Prefident of 
the Inquefls and the Dean of the Great Chamber, in 
1 644 ; and the women of the populace were fufFered, 
in 1645, to get within the bar of the Court, begging 
on their knees that the Parliament might be made to 
refcind the new taxes then impofcd. 

Such diforder and confufion, of every kind, contf-' 
nued from 1644 *tiU the year 1653 •, beginning at firfl 
without tumult, but ending, at lafl:, in a general fedi- 
tion, from one end of the Kingdom to the other. 

The Great Conde forgot himfelf fo far, as to ftrike 
the Count de Ricux, fon to the Prince d'Elbeuf, ^ 
at the Duke of Orleans* ; which was not th^ ^ * 

way to regain the hearts of the Parifians. The- Count 
de Rieux returned the blow to the viftor of Rocroi, 

* • «« The jufticc of the caufe is Jo9t in the magnitude of the objeft/* 
faid a modern great Law Lord, in air argument upon the American 
war. . Poiitical and religious maxitas difier, it fevms. ** Thou 
*' fiialt not do evil, even though-good fhould come of it/' .^ 

f This was hot the charafter that was given of this Prince, a few 
pag'es before, ** 1 he Prince of Conde might* have governed the 
•• State, if he would only have condefeended to ufe the addrefs of 
** rendering himfelf agreeable; but he chofe only to be admired.'^ 
3tQ Page jf9, laftparagraph. 

J la his Memoirs. ' ' - .. . . 

of 
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of Fribpurgyof iilocliiigen, androf Lens. This ftrangr 
afiair ended in nothing. Mpniieur * icnt tJbe ion of the 
Duke d^Elbeuf >to the S^ftU^t ^or sj. few days, smd there 
^he matter relied. 

The jquarrel betiwOen .the Duke of Beaji^fort and the 
Duke of :Nemour£, his brother-^jn-law, was a more 
ferious .bufinefs. They fought a duel, with four fecondff 
on each fide. The Duke of Nemours was killed by the 
Doke of Beapfbrt j and the-MarquU de Villars, firnamed 
Ormdates^ ivho ijscQnded Nemours, killed his antagoniit 
Hericourt, whom he had never feen before. 

There was not even the QiadQw of juftice in thoie 
times. Duels were frequent, depredatioi^s continual, 
and debaucheries praftifed in the moft barefaced manner^ 
but, jn the midiV of all tbefe diforders, th<:re ftill fub« 
iifted a ^iety, which rendered them lefs difmal. 

After the bloody, but ineffedtual, battle of St. An- 
tony, the King could not enter Paris, and the Prince 
could not long remain there. A populs^r jnfuFreftion^ 
and the maffacre of feveral of the citizens, of which be 
was fuppofed to be the author, rendered him odious to 
the people. However, he had ftill hip faftion in the 
Parliament. That body, little awed then by a vagranp 
Court) driven, as it were from its capital, overpowered 
by the ^abarls of the Duke of Orleans, and of the* 
Prince, .appointed by an arret the Duke of Orleans 
Lieutenaiit-General of the Kingdom, though 

i6cs?* '^^ K^i^ ^^* V^ His majority,' This was the 

faoae title they had given to the Duke df 

Mayenne, in the time of the League. The Prince pf 

CConde -was 4lfi> declare Gweralifiimo qf the armies^ 
The two rParliaments of Paris and Pontoife, contefting 
^ach other's authority, iffuing arrets againft each other, 
and by fuch confulion rendering themfelves the /eon* 
tempt of . the nation, .agreed however in one point, the 
calling alo ud for the exp ulfign of Mazarin ; fo much^th^ 
hatred conceiv ^ againft that 'Mitiifter7 fcemed then to 
be ^£e^ntial pharadleriltic.Qf a FrcnchmanT^^^ . 



• The Duke of Orleans, fo ftiled, as 'tis the title cf the Kmg of 
France^3 brother. Which he was to Loois XIIL 

3 All 
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irtics, atj^is^ume, wcrcweak ; that of 4lie 
Court ^~nS5c6.ib a$ tKe^T^rftrT moHeyr^d inca^wwc 
dcfioicnc to th«n all ; fedions h owcve rftttirm iil tb 

tegretis. The Court found itfelf, at laft, undpr the ne- 
cclTity of facrificing Mazann^wjcc^ wag 

deemed ^j^xhc public voicc'TH clcaSc-Ot^thd^ 
thg^bJ^^^T^ yais^ ignlr'^tKF^^ retcncc. HiTTeir TlTg 

r^BiaaglUjflhisaiica^^ ^|^,/ . 

in tfafee>-yeFy--rfilcrifitjQ f his banilhmciu, pu b- 
l icly comro gndgd his fer vices, and.rqgr€tt< 
' Charles I. King of EngUxid^Z^Usft^ns head vipon a 
fc^fiqld, for having, -at the commencement of :hi$ tfou« 
hlts^ facrificed the life of his friend Strafford pff hii 
Parliament. Louis XIV. on the contrary, bccaipe the 
peaceably ixuifter of his Kingdom^ by fuifering the 
baniihment of Mazarin : fo that the fame ^e^nisfsh^ 
very diSeipent edfefts. The King of England, by aban* 
doni^g his favourite, emboldened a ^peo.ple%who were 
impatient for war, and who hated Kings. JLoui s^J^IV . 
6r rath er the Queen-mother^ in banifhing tfaeC ardinai, 
tOQJraW ay all pretence tbrrevoltatrom a.pc oplgtir^d of 
th^^waxTaSJwho, w^^ roy al tyT"^"'^ ""^ 

TTKTCardlnaFhaJ^JeSFgS^St^^ the 

/ place *of his newje treat, when the citizens of 
/ Paris, frogrtEcTr own ^ 
/ putation to the KIng7 to pray his r^trFO^mco 
I his capital. He^ccordrn j^TB^jje^jii^^ en try ; and 
\ every thiing appeaf6d~:ftrpeaceabici that jt was hardly 
\ to be inf^ined that a few days before every thing* 
\ii-ad been in confufion. 

Ga&on d'Orleans, unhappy in his enterprises, which 
^e , never new how to conduct, waa exiled to Blois, 
wher^ he j);^ired the reo^ainder of his life in 'Pep(^i()tance« 
He was the fecond fon of Henry the Great who lived 
a9d-di«dwitikoutmiach glory ^i C&tdiadldejtet^, ^r^ 

• M. Voltaire feems a little to forget himfclf here. He gave a verj^ 
difFerent charader of this perfonage, before,- m thefe*wora« : - ••• 'The 
^.i>«fat of Orleans, brother lo Louis Xai. had To well fuaaioed the 

** characfler 
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haps as indifcrect as daring and ambitious, was arrcUcdl 
at the Louvre ; and after being carried from prifon i6 
prifori, led a long time a vagabond life; which hd 
ifinifhed, at length, in a retreat, where he acquired thoft 
virtues, which his adkive fpirit had kept him a ftrangcf 
to, during the agitations of his fortune; 

Some of the Counfellors who had beeti the greateft 
delinquents, in tKeir adminiftration, ivcre only punilhed 
with exile ; others reflrained themfelves within the bufi- 
ncfs of their employs ; and fome of the reft were brought 
back to their duty, by an annual ftipend of five hundred 
crowns, which Fouquet, Procurator-Genecal, and Super-t 
intendant of the Finances, paid them privately *. 

The Prince of Conde, however, forfakcn in Franc«i 
by all his partifans, and but ill affifted by Spaih, con- 
tinued an unhappy war on the frontiers of Ghampagnc* 
Some factions ftill fubfified in Bourdeaux -, but they 
were foon after appeafed. 

This calm in the Kingdom* was an efFeft of the banilh- 

ment of Cardinal Mazarin-; notwithftanding 

i6zx** which, fcatcc was he exiled by the general ouc-^ 

cry;j; ^all Franc^,-t ffldlByl^ 
King, when Louis ^i v. j; ecalled^im again. ~Re^a$ 
aftomflied- at feeing h lmlclt' re-enter ^PgriTTn perfeft 
tranquility, and with as much power as ever. Louis 
XIV. received him like a father, a;id the people as i 
Mafter. An entertainment was made for him at the 
H6tel-de-Ville,^ in the midft of the acclamations of 
the citizens j and he threw money to the populace. But 
they fay, that in the midft of his joy upon this happy 
reverfe of fortune, he marked a contempt for our in-^ 
conftancy. The Parliamerit, which had fo lately pra* 
claimed a reward for his head, as if he had been an out- 
lawed robber, now ft rove who Ihould be foremoft td 
folicit his Patronage ; and that very Parliament^ imme^ 

** cbara6ler of a Ton of Henry IV. and the honour of France, by 
*< his conqueft of Gravelines/ Courtra/i and Mardyke/' See' 
Page 54. ,- • ;, •' -. . ■ 

. • Memoirs df Courville* 

. diately 
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•dla^ly aftcr^ condemned the Prince of Conde 
to death, for contumacy ** Such changes are ^^^J^^ 
frequent in fuch times as thofe ; but the more 
humiliating to the Judges themfeives, aa they are obliged 
to. cenfure fo feverely the very perfon, qf whofe tre^fon 
they were themfejves equally iharers ^nd abettors. 

The Cardinal, who urged this fentence againft Co"qd4 
married one of his nieces to the prince of Coqti, his 
brotlier -, which fufficiently proved that ihi? ^4^oiftcr'^ 
power was without controul. 

The King reunited t he Parliaments of Parij _aixd-Q^ 
PontQi£er"a nd prohr brtgillllig ^llcm biles of the Cha m^ 
hcriti^The Jtlarjiament remon ft rated, one qfthe Cou1\^ 
fel IpjpwvasJS^n^^opnfo^^ 

The- PariiameriFfeca mclDufcrandthings ^ egan tq vyeap' 
ft pew face throughout:. "^ 



CHAP. VI, 

The State of France until the Death of Cardinal M^Z0rtft% 

4 - 

WHILE the State had been fo divided miUio^ 
it was attacked and enfeebled frotx) . 
without. All the fruits of the battles of * ''* 
Rocroi,, of Lens, and of Norlingen, wer^ 1q(1. ThQ 
important tpwn of Punkirk w^s retaken by the Spgi 
niards j they drove the Frepch ogt of Barcelgpa, ^1-^4 
recovered Cafal in Italy. 

However, n^otwithftgnding the tumults of a ^qmcftiq 
war, and the heavy weight of a foreign one, , g 
Cardinal Mazarin had the addrefs and good 
fortune to conclude the farpous peace of Weftpbalia f , 
by which the Emperor and the Jb'mpire fold to the JCijlq 
and Crown of France the fovereigi^ty of A^f^^^S f9r 

* A Law tem for no^r-appcarancj^ to anAyer s^ charge^ oi^ ^ }^i%\ 
fummons. 
t Called*aJfo that of Munflar. 
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three millions of livrcs, payable to the Archduke; 
that is to fay, for about fix millions of our prefenc 
currency. 

By this treaty, which became the groimdwork of all 
future ones, a riew Eleftorate was created for the 
Houfe of Bavaria. The rights of all the Princes and 
the Imperial Cities, with the privileges of the lefler 
clafles, were therein afcertained and confirmed. The 
poweiVof the Emperor was reftraincd within narrow 
bounds, and the French, in conjunftion with the Swedes, 
became the legifl^tors of the Empire. 

This glory to France was, at leaft in part, owing to 
the arms of Sweden. Guftavus-Adolphus had- firft 
Ihaken the Empire, and his Generals ftill purfued the 
blow, under the reign of his daughter Chrittina. Her 
General Wrangel was on the point of cnterinjg Aa- 
ftria ; Count Konigfmark was in pofleffion of one-half 
of Prague, and was beGeging the other, when this 
peace was concluded. To>bring the Emperor to fqch 
terms, coft France only about a million a year fubfidy to 
X Sweden. 

Sweden likewife gained by thefc treaties much greater 
advantages than France. She got poffeffion of Pomerania, 
* and many other places, bcfides a confiderable fum" of 
money. She obliged the Emperor to cede to the Luthe- 
rans, the patronage of feveral benefices that were for- 
merly in the pofleffion of Roman Catholics. Rome 
exclaimed agaihft fuch a piece of facrilege, faying that 
the caufe of God was betrayed ; while the Proteftants 
boafted that the peace was fan£tified by ftripping the 
Papifts. Their own interefts naturally determine the 
opinions of men. 

Spain declined being a party in this peace, and for 
very political . reafons : for ^feeing France involved in 
" civil wars, the Spanilh Minifter hoped to derive fome 
advantages -from the divifions of the Kingdom. The 
German forces being difbanded, became a new refourcc 
to Spain. The Emperor, fince the peace of Munllcr, 
had marched near thirty thoufand men into Flanders, in 
about four years time. This wis a violation of the 

3 treaty^ 
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treaty. But fuch compadls arc rarely more faithfully 
obferved. 

The Spanifti Minifters had the prudence, oil the com- 
mencement of the negotiations of Wcftphalia, to ftrike 
up a feparate peace with Holland*. The Spanifh Mo- 
narchy was yrife enough, at laft, to copiider no longer 
as enemies^ and to acknowledge for fovereigns^ thofc; 
very people, whom it had for fo long a time ti^ated as 
rebels, and unworthy of pardon ; and thofe Kepubli* 
can States increafed their riches, and confirmed their 
tranquility and grandeur, by coming into tern:is with 
Spain, without falling out with France. i 

They became fo powerful, that in a war they engaged in 
fome time after \vith England, they had at fea ^^ 
a hundred Ihips of the line ; and the victory 
was frequently doubtful between the Engliih Admiral 
Blake and the Dutch Admiral Van Tromp, who were at 
fea, what Conde and Turenne were at land. France, 
at that time, had not ten veffels that could mount fifty 
guns 6t to be fent out of their harbour ^ and her ma- 
rine was declining daily. . / 

Louis XIV. found himfelf, in 1653, abfoluts: maftef 
of a Kingdom dill tottering with the convulfions 
it had fullained; labouring under diforders in every 
branch of the Adminiftration, but with great refourccs 
in itfelf ; having no ally, except Savoy, to afiift in 
an ofFenlive war, but having no longer any foreign 
enemy except Spain, which was at that time in a weakei' 
condition than France. All the French who had been 
adive in the civil wars had fubmitted^ except the 
Prince of Conde, and a few of his partifans j one or 
two of whom continued faithful to him through friend-' 
ftip, or greatnefs of foul, as the Counts of Coligni and 
Bouteville ; and the reft, becaufe the Court did liot think 
them worth purchasing at their own price, 

Conde, become General of the Spanifh forces^ found 
himfelf unable to recruit an army, which he had him^ 
felf rendered weak, by the ruin of their infantry, in 
the actions of Kocroi and Lens. He led on new^raifed 
troops, which he had not time to train, againft the ve- 

F a teran 
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tcran rrgiments of France, "which he had taught to 
conquer under him, and which were now headed by 

* Turenne. 

The fate of Torenne and of Conde was, to be always. 

fucccfsful, when they foug^jt -at the head of the French 

troops'; and to4)c beaten, -when they commanded the 
' Spanilh forces. Turenne barely fav^d* the remains 

of the Spahrfh army at the battle ofRethel, when, 
"from being General to the King of France,- he con- 

dcfcended to become Lieutenant to a Spanifti <jeneral *. 
'The Prince of Conde had the fame ill fortiine, before 

Arras. • 

• The Archduke and he laid ficge to that city. Tu- 

'renne befieged them in their camp, and forced 

' i6^±^' ^^^^^ lines. The troops of the Archduke 
were put to flight. Condrf, with only two 
regiments of Frenchand Lorrainers, fuftained alone the 
"efforts of Turenne and his army--, and while the Arch- 
duke fledi defeated the Marlhal d* Hocquincourt, re- 
pulfedthe'Marfhal de la Ferte, and retired in a manner 
vidorious, by covering the retreat of the beaten Spa- 
'niards. The King of Spain wrote a billet, upon that 
occafion, 'in thefe words : ** I have learned that every 
*' thing was loft, but that you have recovered all 

" *' ao;ain.*' 

It is ha-d to fay what the good or ill fuccefs of battles 
is owing to. But it. is certain that Cendc was one of 
the moft eminent geniuses in war that ever appeared, 

• and that tfhe Archduke and his Council oppofed every 
tiieafure-, 'that day, that was propofed by Conde. 
' 7Arras relieved, the Spanifh lines forc-ed, and the 
Archduke put to flight, crowned Turenne with glory 5 
but 'tis worthy of notice, that in the letter written in 

-'the King's name to the Parlianrient -f, on occafion of 
this viftory, the intire fuce^^fs of the campaign was im- 
puted to Cardinal .Mazarin, and the name of Turenne 

■ not even mentioned in it. The Cardinal, *tis true, h-ad 

• Don EftevaR^e'Gamarra. 

t Dawd from Yifice^ncs, September 119. 165^* 

been 
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been pofted fome leagues from Arras with the King^- 
and had alfo been in the camp at the fiege of Scenai, 
which Turennc carried, in his march to the relief of. 
Arras. There had likewife been feme councils of war . 
held in his prefence. Upon thefe pretences^ he chal- 
lenged to hiinfelf all the honour of the events ; but the 
vanity of thcfc prctenfions brought upon him fuch a 
weight of ridicule, as all the power of his miniftry 
was not fufficient to fupporc him under. 

The King was not at the aclion of Arras, though 

he might have been preient. He had been in the 

trenches before Srenai ; but Cardinal Mazarii^ would 

not fufFer him further to expofe his perfon, on which 

the fafecy of the State, and the power of the Minifter^ 

fo much depended. 

( Mazarinj on one fide, abfolute mafter of France, and 

\ of the young King ; and on the other, Don Lewis de 

/ HarOj who governed Spain and Philip IV. continued, 

) imder the names of their refpcftive Ibvcreigns, this war, 

which was but feebly fupported. The name of Louis 

XIV. was not yet much fpokcn of in the world, and 

the King of Spain was never fo much as mentioned. 

There was at that time only one fovcreign in Europe 

that had any perfonal charafter. This was Chriftina, 

Queen of Sweden, who* governed alone, and fuftained 

he honour of a throne which w^s neglcded, difgraced, 

or unknown, in every other State. 

Charles IS, King of England, a fugitive in France, 
with his mother and brother, there amufed his misfor- 
tunes and his hopes. A private individual had fub- 
dued England, Scotland, and Ireland. Cromw ell, a n 
ufurperworfh y nf a cmwn * had taken tTic title bf 
rotcdtbr, and not that of King; for the Englifli knew 
hpw far the rights of a King extended, but were unac- 
quainted with the limits of a Proteftor's authority. 

He confirmed his power by knowing how to relax it, 
^ occafion ferved; he encroached not upon the privi- 

^ TJbis IS the iecond compliment of the kind Voltsire has paid h{jn. 
See befof^e the laft lines ol his account of England, in his otates of 
fiwrope, 

F 3 kg<^* 
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leges of the people, which they were jealous of • ; bil- 
Ictted no foidiers in the city of London ; impofed no 
taxes they could murmur at ; offended not their eyes 
with princely pomp ; indulged himfelf in no pleafures ; 
hoarded up no treafure ; and diftributcd juftice with 
that ftridb and impartial hand, which diflinguiihes not 
the Great from the Small. 

The brother of Pantaleon Sa, Ambaffador from Por- 
ugal to England, prefuming that his irregularities 
would cfcape unpunilhed, becaufe the pcrfon of his 
brother was facrcd f, infulted fome of the citizens of 
London, and had one of them affaflinated, in revenge 
for the rcliftance of the reft. For this faft he was tried 
and condemned to be hanged. Cromwell, who had 
the power of pardoning him, fuffercd the law to take its 
courfe, and the fame day figned a treaty with the Am- 
baflador. >. 

Never was commerce fo free and flourifhing; never 
was England fo rich. Her vidtorious fleets rendered 
her name refpefted throughout all nations ; while Ma- 
zarin, folely occupied in adding to his fway and his 
riches, fuffered in France the juftice, the commerce, 
' the marine, and even the finances of the Kingdom to \ 
languifli. Mafter of France as much as Cromwell 
was of England, after the civil war was at an end, he 
might have done for the country he governed, every 
thing that Cromwell had done for bis. But he was 4 
foreigner ; and the foul of Mazarin, though it had not the 
barbarity, pofleffed not the greatnefs of that of Crom- 
well, y^ 

All the States of Europe, which had defpifed (n^ 
alliance of England under James arid Charles I. fo- 
licited it under the Protestor. Even Queen Chriftina, 
though Ihe abhorred the murder of Charles I. entered 
into a league with a tyrant whom fhe efteemed, 

Mazarin and Don Lewis dc Haro made ufe of all 
their political craft to be received as allies by the Pro^ 

• M. Voltaire fecms rather too partial tp this ufurpcr j and fets 
hiftory at nought, to compliment him, 
t By ihe Law of J^aUpns, 

tcftor. 
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te&or. He mdulged himfelf for fomc time in the 
vanity of feeing himfelf courted by two of the moft 

powerful States an Chrittcndom. 

The Spanilh Minifter offered to aflift him in taking 
Calais y and Mazarin propoled to befiege Dunkirk, and 
put him in poflcffion of that town. Cromwell had then 
his choice between the keys of France and of Flan- 
ders. He was alfo much courted by Conde ; but he 
did not chufc to negotiate with a Prince who was in pof- 
feilion of nothing but a name, who was without fupporc 
in France, and without power in Spain. 
- TheProtedtor at length deternained the point in favour 
of France, but without entering into any particular 
treaty, or parcelling out their conquefts before-hand. 
He was defirous of rendering his ufurpation illuftrious ^ 
by more fignal enterprizes. )His intention was to con|jjia 
qucr Mexico from the Spaniards 4 but they happened Co 
get a timely hint of it. However, Cromwell's w^„ .<^. 
Seet took Jamaica from them, which the ^''"^"* 
Engliih have kept the poffeffion of ever fince, and 
which fecures their commerce in the New World, 

It was not 'till after the conqueft of Jamaica, that 
Cromiyell figned his treaty with the King of France, but 
without faying a word of Dunkirk, at the time. The 
ProteAor treated with him on the foot of equality. He 
obliged the King to give him the title of Bro- jg 
ther, in his letters ; and his Secretary figned 
before the Plenipotentiary of France, the minute of the 
treaty that was to be preferved in England. But he afted 
truly like a fuperior, in obliging the King of France to 
baniih out of his dominions Charles II. and the Duke 
of York, grand-children of Henry IV. to whom France 
owed an afylum. A greater facrifice of honour could 
not be made to fortune. 

While Mazarin was perfefting this treaty, Charles IL 
folicited one of his nieces in marriage; but the bad 
lituation of his affairs, which prompted the Prince to fuch 
a meafure, was the reafon of his meeting with a denial. 
It was even fufpefted, that the Cardinal had formed 
th^ defign of marrying to Cromwell's fon the niece he had 

F 4 ref ufed 
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rcfufed to tlie King of England. ' This is certkin, hdW^ 
trvcr^ that afterwards, upon finding the recovery of 
his rights became a Icfs defperate hope in Charles II. he 
wanted to renew the propofal ; but it was then declined 
in turn. 

The mother of thefe two Princes*, Henrietta^ of 
France, daughter of Henry the Great, living in France 
V^ithout refources, was reduced to the neceffity of foli-*. 
citing the Cardinal to obtain her dower, at Icaft, from 
Cromwell. This mull have been an extreme of the 
moft mortifying humiliations, to bfe obliged to beg for 
fubfiftencc from the man who had fpilled her hufband's 
blood upon a fcaffold. Mazarin made but feeble in«- 
ftahces in England, in the name of that Quecn^ aadthen 
told her he could not prevail. She remamed in Paris 
in great poverty, and under the difgrace of having im- 
plored the compaffioh of Cromwell ; while her fons were 
obliged to enter into the armies of Conde and of Don 
John of Auftria, to learn the art of war againft France, 
which had forfaken them. 

7 he children of Charles I. being thus driven out of 
France, took refuge in Spain. The Spanifli Minifters 
^exclaimed in all the Courts of Europe, and particular* 
ly at Rome, both by fpcech and writing, againft a Car- 
dinal who facriticed, they cried, the laws divine and 
human, honour and religion, to the murderer of a King; 
and who baniflied out of France Charles II. and the 
Duke of York, coufms of Louis XIV. to oblige the ex- 
ecutioner of their father^ The only reply that was made 
to thefe outcries of the Spanifh Court, was to produce 
the offers they had made themfclves to the Protestor. 

The war was carried on in Flanders with varioui&fufi.- 
cefs. Turenne having htrficged Valenciennes, with the 
Marfhal de la Ferte, experienced the fame difappoint- 
. nicnt that CoAde had met with before Arras. 

1656.' ^^^ Prince, feoonded then by Don John of 

^ ' Auftria, more worthy to fight by his fide 

than the Archduke was, forced the Marlhal de la Fer- 

^ C^.^tIcs and Ja|nes Stuart* 
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tts lines, took him prifoncr, artd delivered Valen-^ 
ciennes. Turenne did then what Cohde had done 
before, on a finlilar occafion. He faved the beaten 
army, and every-where made head againft the enemy* 
He even in a month after went to bcfiege and take the 
little town of La Chapelle. This> perhaps, was the 
lirft time that ever a routed army had dared to under* 
take a fiege. ' . 

This march of Turenne, fo much commended, after 
which he took La Chapelle, was eclipfed by one of 
more eclat, of the Prince of Conde. Tu- 
renne had fcarcely fat down before Cambray, 15^ 
when Conde at the head of only two thoufand 
horfe, forced his way through the army of the beficgers^ 
-and having defeated all that oppoied him, threw himfelf 
.into the city. The inhabitants ttceivcd their deliverer 
on their knees. Thus thefe two great men, oppofoi to 
«ach other, difplayed the utmoft powers of their genius. 
They \vere equally admired in their retreats, as well as 
in their viftories, in their good conduft, and even in 
cheir oversights, which they Jiad always the addrcfsto 
repair. Theiv talents put a ftop, by turns, to the pro- 
grefs of each monarchy^, but the dilbrder in thefina^- 
ces of Spain and France was ftiil a greater obftacle to 
the fuccefs of either. 

The league entered into with Cromwell gave l**rance> 
^t fengtb, a diftinguifhed fupcriority. On one fide. Ad- 
iiiiral Blake went and burnt the Spaniih galleons, neas* 
the Canary LQands, and thus deftroycd the only refoorces 
with which the war was to be fupported. On the other 
hand, twenty Englilh men of war went and blocked up 
the port of Dunkirk-, and fuc thoufand veteran troops^ 
which had efFcfted the revolution -of England, were 
brought over to reinforce the army under Tiarennc. 

Thus was Dunkirk, the moft important place in Flan- 
kers, befieged both t3y land and fea. Conde and Don 
John of A uftria, having collefted together all their for*- 
ces, marched to its relief. All Europe was attentive u> 
the event. Cardinal Mazarin brought Louis XIV. near 

the 
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the fcene of a£lion, but would not fufier him to enter In^ 
to it, though he was then abdut twenty years old. 

The King ftaid at Calais ; and it was there that Crom* 
well ient him a fuperb embafTy, at the head of which was 
hfs fon-in4aw Lord Falconbridge. The King, in re- 
turn, fcnt to England the Duke of Crequi, and Manci- 
ni, Duke of Nevers, nephew to the Cardinal, with a 
fuitc of two hundred gentlemen. Mancini carried a let- 
ter to the Protcdtor from the Cardinal. The ftile of it 
was remarkable. Mazarin fays, that '^ He is concerned 
*' not to be able in perfon to pay the refpefts due to the 
*' greateft man in the world." In this manner did he 
compliment the aflaflin of Henry IV's fon-in-law, and the 
uncle of Louis XIV. his mailer. 

In the mean time, the Prince Marfhal Turenne at- 
tacked the army of Spain, or rather that of Flanders, 
near Dunes. It was commanded by Don John of Au- 
ftri'a, fon of Philip IV. by an aftrefs, and who, two 
years after, became brother-in-law to Louis XIV *. The 
Prince of Conde was in the aAion, but had no com- 
mand, fo that it was the lefs difficult for Turenne to 
conquer. The fix thoufand Englifli contributed great- 
ly to the vidory, which was compleat. The two En- 
glifli Princes, who were afterwards Kings, faw 
6*8^' their misfortunes augmented on that day by 
^ ' the afccndancy of Cromwell. 

The abilities of the Great Conde could not prevail 
againft the bed: troops of France and England. The 
Spanifli army was deftroyed. Dunkirk furrendered foon 
after. The King haftened with his Minifter to fee the 
garrifon march out of the town. The Cardinal would 
not fufier Louis XIV. to appear either as a warriour or a 
King. He bad no money to diftribute among the fol- 
diery; nor had he hardly any eftabliflied houfehold. 
He ufed to dine at the tables of Mazarin or of Marflial 
Turenne, when he was with the army. This negl^ft 
of the royal dignity did not in Louis XIV. proceed 
from any difiiegard of pomp, but from the narrow cir- 

« ^ - • « . 

•* By the marriatgc of Louis XIV. tQ the daughter of Philip IV. 

cumftances 
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cumftances of his finances, and the vanity of the Card/^ 
nal, who would aflame. all fplendor and authority to hirj^^ 

Louis only entered Dunkirk to deliver it into the p<^ ^ 
feffion of Lord Lockhart, Cromwell's ambaflador. M!»bj 
zarin endeavoured by fome finefle to elude the treaty,.^ 
and not furrender the place. But Lockhart threatened, _ 
and Engliih fturdinefs prevailed over Italian chi* 
canery. 

Many have affirmed, that the Cardinal, who had im« 
puted the taking of Arras to his own conduft, endea* 
voured to perfuade Turenne to refign to him alfo the ho- 
nour of the affair of Dunes. Du Bec-Crepin, Count of 
Moret, came, they fay, from the Minifter, to propofc to 
the General to write a letter, by which it might appear 
that the Cardinal had himfelf arranged the whole plan 
of the operations. Turenne rejedted the propofition 
with juft contempt, fcorning to fuffer a falfehood to ob- 
tain which would have been difgraceful to the foldicr, 
and ridiculous in the church-man. The iame weaknefs 
that prompted Mazarin to make the overture, made him 
conceive an enmity againfb Turenne which continued till 
liis death. 

In the midfl: of this firft triumph, the King fell ill at 
Calais, and remained for many days m a dangerous 
ftate. Immediately all the Courtiers turned their atten- 
tion towards Monfieur his brother. Mazarin exerted his 
arts, his flatteries, and his promifes, upon the Marfhal 
I>.i Pleffis-Praflin, the old governor of that Prince, and 
upon the Count of Guiche, his favourite. 

A party was formed in Paris bold enough to write 
to Calais againft the Cardinal, who was taking his 
meafures for quitting the Kingdom, and conveying his 
immenfe riches into fome place of fafety. An Empirick 
of Abbeville cured the King with an emetic wine, which 
the Court-phyficians looked upon to be a poifon. This 
good man fat on the ^fidc of the King's bed, and faid, 
** The young man is very ill, but he flball not die." As 
foon as he began to recover, the Cardinal exiled all thofe 
who h^d caballed againft hint, 

A' 
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the ' A few months after, died Cromwell, at 

toit^J^' the age of fifty-five*, in the career of the 
T projedis he was forming, both for the con- 

^well'n^tion of his power, and for the glory of the nation. 
hfs ^had humbled Holland, impofed a treaty on Portugal, 
to'^nquifhed Spain, and obliged France to folicit his alU- 
planer. He faid, a little before he expired, upon hearing 
with what haughtinels his Admirals had behaved at Lif- 
bon, *' I would have the Englifli Republic as much re- 
^* fpcel^d as ever the Roman* Commonwealth was.'* 
His phyficians announced his death to himfelf; 
but I do not believe what has been faid, 'that in that mo- 
ment h« a6tcd the enthufiaft and the prophet, declaring 
that God would work a miracle in his favour. Thur- 
loe, his fecrctary, fays, that he only replied, *' Nature 
•^* can do more than phyficians." This expreflion was 
»ot that of a prophet, but of a man of common fenle. 
Probably thinking that' his Doftors might be miftaken^ 
he meant, in cafe of his recovery, to affume the 
credit of having predided his cure, in order to render, 
by that pretence^ his perfon more refpeftable, and even 
more facred. . 

He was buried with all the pomp of legitimate majef- 
ty> and left behind him, in Europe, the charafter of an 
intrepid man» fometimes fanatic, fometimes ki^avifh, 
and of an ufurper who knew how to reign. 

Sir William Temple fays, that Cromwell had formed 
a defign, fornix little time before his death, to join with 
Spi^in againf^ France, a$id to get pofieiTion of Calais 
with the aiTiitance of the Spaniards, as he had got Dun^ 
kirk by the help of the French, Nothing was more 
4^Qofonant with his charafter and policy* He would 
iia^Tc been the idol of the Engliih, had he thus defpoil- 
cd^ one after another, two nations which they equally 
hated. ^But his death put an end to his great defign^ 
V> his tyranny, and to the glory of England. 

* He was m his £xtretli year; bom at HaBtwgdo»» m ^$99, and 
JEiej vx 16 j^8. Fouff or &ve ycar$ in a maa's lifea is aotUng with Vol* 
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It is remarkable that they put on mournibg for Cromrt* 
well at the Court of France, and that Mademoifcllc V 
Avas the only perfon who refufed paying that compliment 
to the memory of a man who had murdejred a King ^har* 
was her relation -f, ^ 

We have already feen J that B ichard Cromwell fuc- 
' ceeded peaceably, and without oppofition, to the Protec- 

* torlhip of his father, as a Prince of Wales would have 
' done to a King of England. Richard foon made it ap- 

pe'ar, that the charafter of a fingle man often determines 

* the fate of empires. His genius and difpofition werb 
-the very reverfe of his father's. He poffefled all the 

nfild virtues of focial life, and had none of thoc 
intrepid ferocity which makes every thing bend to its 
own intereft. He might have preferved the inheritance 

* gained him by his father's labours, if he had taken away 
' the lives of three or four of the principal Officers in the 

army who oppofed his elevation. But he chofe rather 
to rcfign the government, than to prefcrveit by^flaffini- 
tions. He retired and lived a private life, almoft un- 
known, to the age of »lnety, in the couhtry of which 

' he had been the Sovereifj^n. 

. After his abdication of the Proteftorlhip, he'went to 
France ; and it is certain, that at Montpelicr, the Prince 

'OfConti, brother to the Great Conde, happe-ning -one 
day to be in his company, but without knowing any 
thing more of him than that he was an Englifhman, 
faid, *« Y our Oliver Cromwell was, ^ pr^^t man ^ but _ 
*^ what a pitifufwretch mutt !?!<? inn Richard be, x\6t 
^* to hav'eTc nown hovTto enjoy the fruitj of hj s father's 



*^ crimesT^' T iowever ^ t he fame Richard live d happy, 
whicn_was whatlEk iSthcr never had don e. 

Some time before this event, France beheld another 
example, yet more memorable, of the fame contempt for 
a Throne. Chriftina, Queen of Sweden, came to Paris. 
It was certainly matter of wonder to fee a young Queen, 
who, at the age only of tw^nty-fqven, ha4 renounce^ 4 

* De MontpenfSer. 

f tiejr uacle by mamage. 

I In the fi»rejoin^ General Hlitorj. 

fuvcreignty. 
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^^4^vcreignty, of whkh Ihc was cycry way worthy, to enjoys 

tranquility and freedom. 

^^ It is ihameful in the Froteftant writers * to have prc- 

J^^umcd to fay, without any kind of proof, that fhc 

. Vquitted the Crown only becaufe Ihe could not keep it, 

' Ship had formed this defign from the age of twenty, and 

had kept it maturing in her mind feven years. Such 

a refolution, fo fuperior to all vulgar notions, and fo 

long meditated on, fhould ftop the mouths of thofe who 

.reproach her for levity, and an involuntary abdication. 

One of thefe charges deftroys the other. But it has ever 

been the fate of whatever is great, to be attacked by per- 

fons of little fouls. 

To judge of the Angular genius of this Queen, one 
need only read her letters. She fays, in a letter fhe 
wrote to Chanut, formerly Ambaffador from France to 
her, *• I have poirefled without pride, and refignwith- 
•• out regret ; have no fears therefore with regard fo me. 
. •' My happinefs depends not upon fortune." She wrote 
thus to the Prince of Conde : " I hold myfclf as mucli 
•* honoured by your efteem, as by the Crown I lately 
** wore. If after having refigned, you fliould think mc 
•* lefs worthy of it, I mall then acknowledge that the 
^^ tranquility I fo much aimed at, has coft me dear : I 
** fhall not, however, repent my having purchafed itj 
-** even at the expence of a diadem -, and I Ihall never 
*^ obfcure the luftre of a deed which appears to myfelf 
fo noble, by an ignoble regret. Ir you condemn 
this adion, all the apology 1 have to oSer is, that I 
^* fhould not have contemned the advantages which For- 
^"^ tune had made me miftrefs of, if I had found them ne- 
*' ceflary to my happinefs ; and ' that I fhould have pre- 
tended even to the Empire of the World, could I have 
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* She had turned Catholic at Rome, - which might perhaps have 
provoked their righteous fpirlts to fpeakfo difrefpe^fiziiy of her. it 
were a confummation mod devoutly to be wifhed, that Priefts of alt 
religions could be taught that their province extends only to thcmorals^ 
not to the cmfdencti of men. There would be more of the £ril in the 
world, if thefe prefumptuous cafttifls wottM leave the latter toihift 
foritfelf. 

«* been 
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been ^ wellaflbred of fucceeding or dykig in the at« 
tempt, as the Great Con<Jc might have- bteft**^ » •*-' 
Such was the foul of this illUftrious p£rfoi>2^; ind 
fuch was het ftile in our language, though lb& fddOBi 
fpoke it *. She was miftrefs of eight languages. Sbt hifd 
been the difciple and friend of Defcartes, who dldd ^ 
Stockholm in her palace, not being able to obtain the 
fmalleft penfionin EfahC^, where even his wmings'weib 
prohibkoi, on account of the oHlygbod things that Wc^ 
in th^m^f*'. ♦ ' — • ' 

She had encouraged all thofe to cdMe t(>^Swedai, w4»> 
were capable of affording her i^nidtiofi.' tifer mortifi- 
cation at not finding any fuch perfons in Her own nation, 
had given her a dilguft at reigning over a people who 
were merely foldiers. §he thought it better to live upon 
equal terms withperibns of reafon ^nd refle£tion, thaa<x> 
hold a fuperior rank over meh without genius or learn-* 
ing. She had ftudied all the arts, in a region where they 
were not before known ; and her defire was to fix her re- 
fidencc in the midft of them, in Italy. She only went to 
France to pafe through it, ' as the Sciences were but jufl: 
dawning there. Her tafte determined her to fettle it 

* M. Voltaire might bave remarked on fomething faperior to ftile^ 
in this letter. Her laying tQ Conde, ** That thoogh (he had fiKrrifi* 
** ced her Crown to purchaTe her tranquility, flie (hould ftill think even 
^* that bleffing too dearly earned by the lofs of his efteem," is one of 
the highefl and politefl compliments that human wit could frame in 
any language. The whole letter is admirable. 

t M. Voltaire does not tell ns what thofe g&cJ things were. Hit 
philofophy was wretched ftaff> with his nfortias and his pltmtm ; fo thkt 
we are not to look there for any of his good things. He was accuied 
of Atheifm ; but it would not be fair to fuppofe M. Voltaire picked 
op his good things in thofe parts of his w/itings againft which this 
charge was brooght, as he defends him from it ; and fo he does Vani- 
ni» at the fame time (a). Our author is a perfon of the moft aniver* 
fal charity I know^ Turks, Jews, and Infidels, are fure to find him 
a ready advocate. If he is any-whcrc deficient in that great principle, 
it is towards the Chriftians. Thofe he leaves in abler hands. OxtiSi 
help the poor people, for him. 

M. Voltaire differs widely from the Biographer of Defcartes, in the 
article of no peniion, who 4ys that one of three thoufund livres had 
been fettled on him by the King of France, in the year 1647* 

(a) See uiidet Defcirtcfj in the Ibregoiiis Hft of Writers* 

Rome 5 
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JloQ)^ I and it| order tOpaccomax>d«te hctkli to her fitu^ 
ation, (he fdrfook the Lutheran Church, and turned 
jCatholic. IndiSc^eni: to either one or the other^ fhe 
made no fcruple of conforitiing, .in appearance, to the 
;Opinions of the people among whofn ibe was refolved to 

^ : She h^ quitted her Kingdom ia 1^54, and at In 
-/prgck publicly performed the ceremony of her abdic^- 
•jticn. She wa^ njwh admired at the Court of France, tho* 
there was not a woman to be met with in it, Vhoie fcn^ 
,oF talents vfere c^ual |o her. own. The King ftw, and 
.paid her due refpedt, b.ui XeJdom conyerfed. with ^ her ; 
, lor being kept in ; ignorance d^ring hjs yputh, iiii^atural 

goo d fenfe rendcre diiim timidt ^ ~~ ^"^ 

The l^obility and Courtiers favf nothif)g remarkable ^ 
in tbis^ philofophic Queeii,,, except that ^e dai>a?d ill, 
^nd did fiot drefs ip, the Freoch>tafte. But perfqns of 
• fenfe . found nothing to coiKicmn in . her, except • the 
murder of Monaldefchi, her gentleman- ulherf,, whom 
. ihe caufed to be put to death af ;Fon^ainQ,y^ag,^^in her 
lecond journey to France. AVhatever crim^eri^-had been 
guilty, of againft her,^fli?..Wgl\^ a/ier; .having re- 
nounced her authority, to have applied for jullice elfe- 
wh?re, and not have commanded the execiuion-of it her- 
.' felf, Jt was not a Queen who punifli?4 aTubjeft, buf-a 
woman who terminated an afFairof gallantry by a murder. 
It was'one Italian that aflaflinated another by the order '6f 
a Swedifh woman, in thp palace of a King of France. 
Nobody (hould fpffer p'\}ni|hmcnt but by the laws. 
Chriftina even in Sweden would not have had a right 
to put any one to death; and furely, what would 
have been a crime at Stpckholm, could not be innocent 
. at Fpntainebleau* • Thofe wjiq have juftified this aftion, 
- dtfcrve fuch rulers. The fliamc and cruelty of this deed 
' tarnifhed ih6 glory of that philofophy vyhich had prompt- 
ed her to quit a throne. She would have been puniftied in 
England, or in any country where laws are refpefted i thp* 

• A ccording to the proverb : '* When you arc at Rome, 429.'*. 
t OT.e^H€rrj, The French word ^fi/)'<r iignifies eitbcj* Mooald^f- 
^hi is llijed a Mar'^Ut in the hiflory of this iliangc eygj^i. 

4 France 
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Frahce fhut her eyes to this outrage againft the; autho- 
rity of the King, againft the right of nations, and againft 
all humanity*. • 

; After the death of Cromwell, and the refignation of 
his fon, England remained a year in the confufion of 
anarchy. Charles Guftaviis, on whom Queen Chriftina 
had conferred the Kingdom of Sweden, rendered himfelf 
formidable in Germany, and the North. The Emperor 
Ferdinand had died in 1657 » ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Leopold, feven- 
tteen years old, though King of Hungary and Bohemia^ 

* A writer named La Beaumelley who has mifrcprefented the Age 
of Louis XIV. and who had his work printed atFrancfort, with a par- 
cel of notes eqvually fcandalous and falfe, fays, upon this fubjedl, that 
Chriftina bad aright to put Monaldefchi to death, becaufe ihe did not 
travel incognito \ and adds, that Peter the Great, coming into a Cof-* 
fee-houfe in London quite foaming with rage, becaufe^ as he faid, onis 
of his Generals had told him a lie, declared that he was almoft tempt'.^ 
ed to cut him in two with a ilroke of his fabre; and that an Engliih 
merchant who was by, told the Czar, that if he ha.ddone fo, his Ma-» 
jefty would have been condemned to be hanged. 

One cannot help being allonifhed h)?re at the infolent abfurdity of 
fuch a ftory. Is it poffibly to he fuppofed that the Czar Peter fhould 
publiQx in a ColFee-houfe, that any of his Generals had lied to him ? 
Do they cut men in two, now-a days, with one ftroke of a fabre? 
Does an Emperor go and complain to an finglifh merchant that his 
General had told him a £b ? in what language did he fpeak to this 
merchant, he that knew not a word of Enghfh ? How could this Note- 
writer fay, that Chriftina, after her abdication, had a right to get an 
Italian to be afiafUnated at Fontainebleau, and add, by way of prov*- 
ing it, that they would have hanged Peter the Great, in London, for 
fuch another feat ? We ihall be obliged fometimes to contradi(^ the 
abfurditiesof this fame writer. In matters of hiftor/, one ihould not 
be too proud to anfwer him ; as there are too many readers who fuffer 
themfelves to be impofed upon by the faliities of an Author who 
writes without (hame or rererve. Voltaire. 

Chriftina herfelf had conceive^ pretty much the fame notion with 
La Beaumelle ; for, on being reprehended by the Minifter on account 
of this adlion, (he anfwered, that ** though fhe had religned her 
•* Crown, ftie had not divefted herfelf of the fovercign authority over 
** her own domeftics." Mazarin, not chuiing to involve himfelf in a 
Quarrel with the King of Sweden, contented himfelf with only hinting 
to her Majefty, that her longer refidence in France might not be agree- 
able to the natipn i upon which ihe decamped forthwith. 

ft 
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had not bcfn clewed King of the Romans*, in his fa^ 
ther's Iffe-timc. 

Mazarin endeavoured to make Lguis XIV. Emperor* 
This attempt was chimerical j it was requifite either to 
bully or to bribe the Eleftors. But France was nei- 
. ther ftrohg enough for the firft, nor rich enough for the 
fecond purpofe ; the firft overtures, therefore, upon this 
idea, made at Francfort by the Marlhal of Grammont 
and by Lionne, were withdrawn as foon as propoied. 
Leopold was elcdted ; and all that the politics of Maza- 
rin could cfFcft, was to enter into a League with -the 
German Princes, to prefcrve the treaty of 

16^*8. Munfter, and give a check to the authority 
^ ' of the Emperor over the Empire* 

France, after the battle of Dunes, was powerful 
abroad, by the glory of its arms, and the bad ftate td 
which the reft or the nations were reduced j but internally 
h fuffered ; it was exhaufted of money, and required 
peace to r^ecruit itfclf. 

The people, in the Chriftian Monarchies, have feldom 
any intercft in the wars of their Sovereigns. Mercenary 
forces levied by the mandate of a Minifter, and com- 
^ manded by a General who implicitly obeys him, make 
a number of deflruftive campaigns, while the Kings in 
whofe names they keep the field, have neither hope, nor 
defign, to conquer or retain one another's dominions. 
The viftorious nation receives no profit from the fpoifs 
of the vanquiflicd •, it pays the whole expencc ; it fuf- 
fcrs equally, in the good or ill fuccefs of its arms •, and 
a peace becomes almoft as neceflary after the mod lignal 
victory, as when the enemy has got poiieflion of its 
frontiers. 

. Two things were requifite to the Cardinal, to com- 
pleat his miniftrv ^ to make a peace, and fecure the 
tranquillity of tke ftate, by the marriage of the King. 
The cabals during his illnefs, made him fenfible how 
much an heir to the Crown was ncceflary to the great- 

• It 18 neceffary, by the Germanic Conflitution called the GoUen, 
Bull^ that any Prince of the Empire be firft made King of the Romans^ 
tc entitle him. to be Emperor, 

z neis 
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fiefs of a Miiiiftcr. Thefe confiderations determined him 
to negotiate a match for Louis XIV. immediat^y; 
Two parties pnefentcd thcmfelves to his mind, the 
daughter of the King of Spain, and the Princeft of Sa*- 
voy. The King's afFeftions were other wife engaged. 
He was moft extremely in love with Mademoifelle Man- 
cini, one of the CardinaPs nieces. Born with a tender 
heart, and of a firmnefs in his purpofes, full of paffion> 
and void of experience, he might have been capable of 
refolving to marry his miftrcfs^. 

Madame de Motteville, favourite with the Quten^ 
Mother, whofe Memoirs carry a great air of veracityi 
fays, thatMazarin was tempted to leave the King's pa A 
lion to its bwn courfe, and place his niece upon cH* 
throne. He had already married one of her fitters td 
the Prince of Conti ; anotlier to the Duke de MferJ^ 
ccBur ; and the niece that Louis XIV. had attached hifn^ 
felf to, had been afked in marriage by the King of Eng* 
land *• Thefe were titles, perhaps, which might have 
juftiiied his ambition. 

He had the addrefs to found the Queew-Mcther ii{3bn 
this fubjed:. **Jammuch afraid," faid he, one day,* 
•* that the King is violently bent upon marrying my 
** niece/* The Queen, who knew the heart of the Mi- 
nifter, was very certain that he wifhed what he pre^ 
tended to apprehend. She anfwei?ed him with the fpirit 
of aPriiicels of the Auftrian blood, the daughter, wife^ 
and mother of Kings, and with that refentment which 
the Minifter had provoked her to, by appearing for fome 
time before to a<9: quite independantly of her; " If the 
*' King could be capable of fuch a meannefsj I would 
" put myfelf, with my fecond fon, at the head of the 
•' whole nation, both againft him and againft you." 

Mazarin, it is faid, never forgave the Queen this re- 
ply ; but had the prwdcnce to comply ^^'itK her fenti- 
ments, and even aflumed to himfelf an honour and a 
merit in oppofing the paffion of Louis XIV. His power 
required not the fupport of a Queen of his own bloody 

• Charles II. / 

G 2 f^c 
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He was alfo diffident of the charaftier of his nfece ; and 
thought he fliould the more firmly eftablifh the influence 
of his miniftry, by avoiding the dangerous vanityof 
railing his family too high. 

In the year 1656, he had fent Lionne to the Spanifh 
Court, to negotiate a peace^ and demand the Inlanta. 
Rut Don Louis dc Haro, convinced that however weak 
Spain was, France was not in a better condition, had re- 
jefted the Cardinal's propofitions. The Infanta, daugh- 
ter of the. firfl: marriage, was dcfigned for the young 
Leopold. The King of Spain, Philip IV. had then, by 
his fecond marriage, only one fon, whofe weakly infan- 
cy afforded no great profpeft of his living. They chofe, 
therefore, that the Infanta, who might probably become 
the heirefs of fuch confiderable dominions, (hould tranf- 
fer her rights rather into theHoufe of Auftria, than into 
one that was the enemy of her nation. But foon after, 
Philip IV. having another fon, Don Philip Profpcr, and 
bis wife proving again with child, the danger appre- 
hended in giving her to the King of France, appeared ttx 
)iim the lefs, and the battle of Dunes had rendered the 
peace necefTary. 

Spain promifed the . Infanta, and demanded a 
'^59' fufpcnfion of all hoflilitics. Mazarin and Don* 
Louis met, on the frontiers of France and Spain, in the 
Ifle of Phcafants *. Though the marriage of a King of 
France and a general peace were the objedts of their 
conferences, yet more than a month was idly paflcd in 
arranging the difficulties which occurred upon pre- 
cedence,and in regulating the ceremonies. Cardinals rank 
themfelves equal to Kings, and fuperior to other Prin- 
ces. France claimed with better pretence a pre-eminence 
before other Kings. However, Don Louis de Haro in- 
fiftcd on, and obtained, a pcrfeft equality between Ma- 
laria and himfelf, between France ^nd Spain. 

The conferences continued four months. Mazarin and 
Don Louis difplayed their utmoft (kill in politics ; 



So culledy from the number of thofcHbxrds found there. 
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the art of Mazarin lay in cunning, and that of Haro in 
deliberation. The latter made ufe of but few words, 
and whatever the other faid \yas equivocal. The genius 
of the Italian Minifter was to over-reach ; that of the 
Spanifh Minifter, to keep on his guard*. It is faid, 
that he made this refledion on the Cardinal ; " He pur--^ 
** fues one great error in politics, which is, that he 
'* would ever deceive." 

Such is the viciflitude of human affairs, that of this 
famous Pyrenean treaty, there do not remain two of the 
articles at this time fubfifting. The King of France 
kept poffeffioh of RoufiUon, and fo he would have 
done independent of the peace; but wirh regard to 
Flanders, the Spanifti monarchy retains nothing there, 
France was then joined in a neceflary alliance with 
Portugal, but ftie is no longer fo ; now every thing is 
changed. But if Don Louis de Haro faid, that Cardie 
nal Mazarin could deceive, it might well be faid fince, 
that he could forefce. He had a long time meditated an 
alliance between the Houles of France and Spain. They . 
quote that famous letter of his, written during the nego- 
ciations of Munfter. " If the Moft Chriftian King could 
^ get the Low-Countries' and Franche-Compte in 
dower with the Infanta, we might then pretend to af- 
pire to the fucceflion of Spain, notwithftanding any 
renunciatibn that might be made to it on the mar- 
riage ; and this is not a very diftant profpe<5t, as there 
is only the life of the Infant, her brother, to exclude 
^* it." This Prince was Balthazar, who died in 1649." 
The Cardinal, however, evidently deceived himfelf^ 
in fuppofing that the Low-Countries and Franche- 
Comte would be given as a portion to the Infanta. Nop 
even a fingle town was ftipulated for her dower. On 
the contrary, feveral confiderable towns were reftored to 
gpain that the French had taken from them, as St. 
Omer, Ypres, Menin, Oudenarde, and other places. 
But fome of them were retained. The Cardinal, in- 

* The different chara^eVs of their two nations could not be better 
d^faibed^ ihsin they are in the perfons of thefe Alinifters. 
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deed, was not deceived in faying, .that the renun-» 
ciation would one day, ere long, be of no avail 5 
but then thofc who give him the credit of fuch a prc- 
diaion, muft make him forefec that Prince Balthazar 
would die in 1649; that after him the three fons of 
the fecond marriage Ihould all die in the cradle; 
that Charles, the fifth of all the male children, fliould 
have no pofterity ; and that thife Auftrian King (hould, 
one day, make a will in favour of a grandfon of 
Louis XIV. In fine, tlie Cardinal did indeed forefec 
how little any renunciation would fignify, in cafe the 
heirs-male of Philip IV, fliould happen to fail ; and un- 
cxpedted events have chanced to juftify his fgppofition, 
after an interval of above fifty years. 

Maria Thercfa being cxpefted to have thofe towns 
for her portion that France hacj furrendered, brought 
by her marriage contraft only five hundred thoufand 
gold crowns ; and it coft the King more money to go 
and receive her on the fronriers. Thefe five hundred 
thoufand crowns, then worth two million five hundred 
thoufand livres, became, however, the fubjedt of great; 
conteft between the two Minifters ; and France finally 
never received more than a hundred thoufand francs 
of the money. 

So far was this marriage from producing any other ad • 
vantage, prcfent and real, except that of peace, thaf the 
Infanta renounced all right fh« might ever be entitled' tQ 
claim to any of the territories of her father j and this 
renunciation was ratified by Louis XIV. in the moft fo- 
1cm n manner, and afterwards regiftered in the Parlia-r 
ment. 

Thcfe renunciations, and thefe five hundred thoufand 
gold crowns by way of portion, frem to be the ufual ar- 
ticles of marriage between the Infantas of Spain and the 
Kings of France. Queen Anne of Auftria, daughter to 
Philip lU, was married to Louis XIII. on the fame con- 
ditions-, and when Ifabella, daughter to Henry the 
Great, was afiianced to Philip IV. King of Spain, there ^ 
was no more Itipulated for than five hundred thoufand 
crowns of gold as her dowry •, and of which there never 
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was a Hvre'paid: fo that it appears there was then no 
manner of advantage in thofe great mateh^'S; and that 
the daughters of Kings were married to Kings with 
fcarcely any thing more than their wedding-clothes giv. 
en them. 

The Duke of Lorrain, Charles IV: of whom France 
and Spain had great reafon to complain, or rather who 
had great caufe of complaint againft them, was compre- 
hended in this treaty -, but merely as an unfortunate 
Prince, whom they ufed as they pleafcd, becaufe he had 
it not in his power to render himlelf refpefted. France 
reftored him his dominions, after dcmolifhing'Nanci*, 
but rcftrifted him from keeping any troops on foot. 
EXon Louis deHaro obliged Cardinal Mazarin to get the 
Prince of Conde received into favour, by threatening to 
give him the fovereignty of Rocroi, of Chatelet, and 
other places of which he was then in poffeffion: h that 
France recovered thefe cities and the Great Conde alfo 
both together. He had loft his poft of Grand Matter of 
the King's houfehold, which was afterwards given to his 
fon, and brought back nothing to France but his fame. 

Charles II. nominal King of England, more unhappy 
than the Duke of Lorrain, came near the Pyienecs, 
while the negociations of peace were in agitation. He 
implored the afllftance both of Mazarin and Don I.ouis. 
He. Mattered himfelf that their Kings, who were his 
coufin-gcrmans, being now united, would at laft under- 
take to vindicate a caufe comimon to all Sovereigns ; 
more efpecially as Cromwell was then dead. But he 
could riot obtain even an audience, either with Mazarin 
or Don Louis. Lockhart, the ambaffadorfrom the Re- 
public of England, was at St. John de Luz. He made 
himfelf rcfpedtcd ftill, even after the death of the Pro- 
' teftor •, and both the Minifters, from the fear of offending 
this Englilhman, refufed even to fee Charles 11. They 
looked upon his re-cftablilhment as an impofiible 
evcn^iHi^ fuppofed that all the Englifh factions. 
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hqiPnrer at variance with one another, would unani 

/ ^ The capital city of Lorrain. 
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inoufly unite againftever acknowledging a King. They 
happened both of them to be miftaken ; for Fortune^ ^ 
few months after, cfFefted wh^t thefe Minifters might have 
had the glory of accompliftiing. Charles was recalled 
into his dominions by the Englifh themfelves, without 
^ny one Power in Europe having attempted to prevent 
the murder of his father, or exprted itfelf in any 
manner towards the reftoration of the fon. He wa^ 
received on the plains of Dover by above twenty 
thoufand of his fubjefts, who fell on their knees be- 
fore him. Some old people who had been among the 
number, told me, that the whole multitude Ihed tears 

Tune i66o. "P^" ^^^^ occafion. There never was, per- 
haps, afpeftacle more moving, nor a revolu- 
tion more fudden. This change of fortune was confum- 
niated in lefs time than the Pyrenean treaty was con- 
cluded.; and Charles II. was in quiet pofleflion of Eng* 
land, before Louis XIV. was even married by proxy. 
At length Cardinal Mazarm returned with the King 

Autr i66o ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Queen to Paris. A father who 
had married his fon without giving him up 
the pofleflion of his fortune, would not have ^ded other- 
wife than Mazarin did upon this occafion. He came 
back more powerful, and more jealous of that power, 
and even of his honours, than ever. He infifted and 
obtained that the Parliament Ihould come in a body and 
addrefs him. This was without precedent in the Mo- 
narchy, but it was not thought too great a reparation' 
for the injury the Parliament had done him. He nq 
longer gave his hand to the Princes of the Blood in the 
third degree, as formerly ; and he that was /breed ta 
admit Don Louis de Haro as his equal, now treated the 
Great Conde as his inferior. 

He then appeared in public with regal pomp, having, 
befides his ordinary guards, a company of jjnoqfquetaires, 
jyhich is at prefent the fecond cpmpany of the King'^ 
guards. There was no longer- any free accefs. m hi^ 
perfon ; and if any one was bad politician enough to^ 
^ favour from the King, he was ruined. The QueenS 
xnQ|her, fo long an obftinate patronef§ qf Mazarin againlB. 
' '. '" ' " ' /' '^ "■ ^ *" " '' aU; 
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all France, was left without influence, as foon as he 
found he could rule without her affiftance. Th^e King 
her Ion, trained up in an implicit fubmifllon to tliis 
Miniftcr, was not able to fhake off the yoke fhe had im- 
pofed upon him, as "well as on herfelf. She refpefted 
her own work, and Lcuis XIV. dared not attempt to 
reign while Mazarin lived. 

A Minifter is excufablc for the evil he may do, when 
the helm of ftate is forced into his hands by tempefts ; 
but in a calm, he is guilty of all the good he does not 
perform. Mazarin did none to any one but himfelf, 
either diredtly, or through the medium of his fa,mily. 
Eight years of abfolute fway and tranquility, fince his 
laft return till the time of his death, were not marked 
by any eftablifliment, either glorious or ufeful j for the 
College of the Four Nations was only an appointment by 
his will. 

He managed the finances like the agent of a Lord 
who ,was in his debt. The King aflced money fome- 
times from I'ouquet, whoanfv^ered him, " Sire, there 
*' is not a fous in your Majefty's Exchequer, but Mon- 
*•' fieur the Cardinal can lend you fome.** Mazarin was 
worth about two hundred millions^ according to our 
prefent computation*. 'Tis faid, \n many Memoirs, 
that he amaffed great part of thefe riches by means that 
were beneath the dignity of his.ftation. 'Tis reported alio, 
that he ufed to be a {barer in the prizes of the privateers ; 
though this was npt proved againft him. The Dutch^ 
however, fufpefted him of it, and they had no fuch 
idea of Cardinal Richelieu. 

'Tis faid, that oh his death-bed he betrayed foqie 
ftings of confcience, though outwardly he afteded 
courage. At leafl: he feared, on account of his treafures, 
^nd therefore made a prefcnt of them all to the King\ 
hoping he would reftore them to hirq again; an idea in 
\jfhich he w'as not deceived ; for the King returned him the 
legacy in about three days. He died at laft j and there 

f T^n millions flerlin?, reckoning the livre at a fliiliinq:. 
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did not appear to be a fingle perfon in tho 

1661 ^* Kingdom who regretted him, except the 

King ; for this Prince had already leafned to 

difiemble. The yoke began to fit heavy on him, and 

'. he was impatient to reign. He, however, aflFcfted to 

appear fcnfible of a lofs that put him in pofl'cffion of 

his fceptre. 

Louis XIV. and the whole Court went into mourn- 
ing for Cardinal Mazarin ; an uncommon compliment 
to a fubjeft, but which Henry IV. had before paid to 
the memory of Gabriellc d'Etrees. 

We Ihall not ftop here to examine whether Cardinalx 
Mazarin was a great Minifter or no. 'Tis enough for 
us to fpcak of his aft ions, and leave pofterity to form 
their own judgments on them. Ihe generality of peo- 
ple are apt to' fuppofc a great cxtentof underftanding, and 
a genius almoft divine, to be the lot of thofe who 
have governed kingdoms with any fuccefs. But it 
is not fuperior penetration that makes ftatefmen — 
it is their charafter. Men, however differing in their 
portions of fenfe, fee pretty much alike their own 
intereds. A' Citizen of Amfterdam or Berne is as 
wife in this point, as Sejanus, Ximenes, Buckingham, 
Richelieu, or Mazarin ; but our conduft and our enter- 
prizes depend folely upon the temper of our minds, and 
our fuccefs depends on fortune. 

For example : If a General of the charafter of Pope 
Alexander VL or his fon Borgia, had commanded at 
the fiegc of Rochelle, he would have invited into his 
camp the principal chirfs of the town, under the con- 
fidence of a folemn oath, and then affalTmated them. 
Mazarin would have carried the town, two or three 
years later, by bribing and dividing the citizens. Don 
Louis de Haro would not have hazarded the attempt. 
Richelieu raifed a dike in the fea, in imitation of 
Alexander, and entered the town a conqueror. But t 
little ftronger tide, or a little more aftivity on the part 
of the Englilh, would have faved Rochelle, and caufed 
the attempt of Richelieu to be deemed ra(h« 

of 



fHE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 91 

The charafters of men may be judged from their eiir 
terprizes. We may venture to pronounce that Richelieu 
was poflefled of a proud and a revengeful temper j that 
Mazarin was prudent, fupple, and avaritious •, but to 
afcerrain to what point a Minifter has underftanding, 
we muft converfe with him frequently, or pcrufe his 
writings. It happens often among Statefmen, as it does 
every day among courtiers, that thofe who have the bcft 
talents frequently fail, while perfons with more patieoce, 
refolution, fupplenefs, and confiftency in their charaders, 
generally fucceed. 

In reading the Letters of Cardinal Mazarin, and the 
Memoirs of Cardinal de Retz, we may c^fily perceive 
that Retz was the fuperior genius. Yet Mazarin was all- 
powerful, and Retz was overpowered, in Ihort, it is 
certain, that to make an able Minifler, a man need ofcea 
pofTefs but a middling genius, good fenfe^ and good for- 
tune ^ but to be a good Miniiler, his ruling paOibn 
muft be a love for the public Welfare. The great ftaf ef- 
man is he who leaves great monuments behind him that 
are of advantage to his Country. 

The monument which immortalizes Cardinal Mazarin, 
is the acquifition of Alface. He added this province 
to France, at the very time that Ihe was exclaiming 
^gainfl: him ; and by a Gngular fatality, did mbre good to 
the kingdom when he was perfecuted by it, than du- 
ring the tranquility of an uncontroulcd power. 
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C H A P: VII. 

Louis XIV. gov^ns ly bimfelf. He forces the Spanijb^ 
Aujirian branch to Mow him precedency^ and the Court of 
Rome to make him fatisfaSfien. He pur chafes Dunkirk. 
He gives. . affifiance to the Emperor^ to Portugal^ aytd to 

• the StatiS'General j ,and renders his Kingdom fiourtfhing 
wd formidable. 

THERE was fcarcely, in any Court, more cabals 
and hopes than while Cardinal Mazarin lay on his 
death-bed. The women who pretended to beauty, flat- 
tered themielves with the.idea of governing a Prince of 
twoand-twenty, already fuch a dupe to love as to, have 
offered his crown to his Miftr^fs. The young Courtiers 
promifed themfelves to have the reign of favouricifm re^ 
newed. Every Minifter expeded the fir ft place. None of 
them- ever fuppofed that a King kept in ignorance of ail 
affairs of ftate, would attempt at once to take upon 
him the cares of governmenL Mazarin had prolonged 
. the minority of the King as much as poflible. He in- 
ftrufted fiim only a'fliort time before his death, and 
then only becaufe the King infifted upon it. 
, 1c was fo far from Being fufpected he would govern 
alone, that not one of thole who. had afted under the 
former Minifter, ever thought of afking the King when 
ichey fhould confer with him. The only queftion was 
from them all, " To whom fliall we apply ?" Louis XIV. 
anfwered, " 'Fo me." . But they were ftili more fur- 
prifed, on finding him perfevere in this determination. 
He h^d, for fome tiiffe, confulted his faculties, and 
effayed in fecret his talents for governing^ His refplu- 
tion once taken, he maintained ifc to the laft moment of 
his life. He. marked out to eajh of his Minifters the 
limits of his power, obliging them to deliver in an ac* 
coiint of whatever fell within their departments to 
himfelf at ftated times, rcp^fing in them juft fo much 
Confidence a;si. was necefiary to give them credit in their 

Miniftry, 
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Miniftry, but watching carefully- over them to prevent 
their abufing it. 

Madame dc Motteville tells us, that the charafter of 
Charles II. King of England, whp was then faid to 
govern by himfclf, had infpired Louis XIV, with an" 
emulation of the fame kind. If that was true, he far 
excelled his example; for he deferved all his life what 
was at firft pronounced of Charles. 

He commenced his perfonal government with regu- 
lating the finances, which were left in confufion by a 
long courfe of peculation. Difcipline was alfo,as much 
eftabliftied among the troops, as in the Treafury, 
Magnificence and propriety gave a luftre to his Court, 
Even in its plcafures there appeared both a fpl^ndour 
ahd grandeur. - AIJ the arts were patrohized, and all 
contributed to the glory .both of the King and of the 
kingdom. , * • 

Thi^ is no proper place to confider him in his private 

chara.iSler, or in the interior of his government. This 

Ihall beperformrd in another part of this work. Suffice it 

here to fay, that the nation, which fince the dfeath of 

'Kenry the Great had never ieeh a real King, and which... 

abhorred the rule of a Prime Minifter, was infpired with 

admiration and hope, when they faw Louis XIV. 

a<5ling at twenty-two, what Herlry had done at fifty. If 

Htnry IV. had had a Prime Minifter, he would havc^ 

been ruined, becaufe theavcrfion tofuch aperfonwould 

have incited a number of powerful fadtions. If Louis 

XIII/ had not had one, that Prince, whofe feeble and 

diftempered body had enervated his mind, muft have 

funk under the weight of government. Louis XIV, 

might without danger have had, or not had, a 

Prime Minifter; for-then there remained not the leaft 

trace of former faftio^s -, there was now in France only 

a maftcr and his fubjeds. He, from the firft, demon- 

ftrated that he was ambitious of every kind of glory, 

and that he would be as much refpefted abroad, as ab- 

folute at home. 

The former Kings of Europe claimed an exaft 
equality among one another j which wajs very natural ; 

but 
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but the Kings of France have ever challenged a pvccc^ 
dcncy, on pretence x)f the antiquity of their race and 
of tl)eir Kingdotn ; and if they gave place to the Em- 
perors, it was bccaufe men are feldom apt to controvert 
a right of ufage. 

The head of the German Republic, though an eleftive 
Prince, and of very little power in himfclf, takes the 
lead indifputably before all the other fovereigns, on 
account of his title of Caefar, and the fucceflion from 
Charlemagne. The German Chariccry did not even 
allow the other Potentates, the addition of Majefty j 
and yet the Kings of France might have juftly difputed 
precedency before the Emperors, becaufe France had 
founded the real Weftern. Empire, the name of which 
only fubfifts in Germany. They had in their favour not 
only the fuperiority of an hereditary Crown over an 
clcdtive dignity, but the further advantage of an unin* 
terrupted fucceflion of Kings, which reigned over a great 
monarchy many ages before any of thofe families 
throughout the world which are now in pofiefiion of 
Crowns, had attained ito any degree of elevition^ 
They challenged, at leaft, precedence before the 
other States of Europe; and alledged for their claim the 
title of MoQ: Chriftian, whith the Kings of Spain dif- 
puted by oppofing that of Catholic •, and ever fince 
Charles V. had held a King of France prifoner at Ma- 
drid, the Spanilh haughtincfs was the farther from ceding 
this pre-eminence. The Englilh and the Swedes, though 
they allcdg^ not any of theie honorary additions, avoid 
as much as pofllble an acknawledgment of this fupcrjo- 
rity to either of them. 

At Rome thefe claims were formerly debated. The 
Popes, who ufed then to confer Kingdoms by their bulls, 
concluded, with much ftronger reafon, they had a right 
to fettle the rank between the Crowned Heads. That 
Court, where every thing is tranfafted with the greateft 
ceremony, was the tribunal which difcuffed thefe vani- 
ties of greatnefs. France was there always allowed the 
precedence, when flic was more powerful than Spain-, 
hut fmce the reign of Charles V. Spain iTad negle<5tcd 

no 
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no occafion of being admitted to a footing of equality 
at leaft. 1 he difpqtjjffniained undecided 5 a ftcpmorc 
or lefs in a proctlfion, an arm-chair placed near an 
Altar^ or oppofite ;o a Pulpit, were their triumphs, 
and cftablifhed their titles to this pre-eminence. The 
folly of a point of honour in this article, was as ex- 
treme, an:ipng Crowned Heads, as the madncfs of dueU 
ling^was among the inferior ranks of men. 

it happened that at the erttry of a Swedifli Ambaf* 
fador into London, the Count d'Eftradc, Am- 
baflador from France, and Baron Watteville, 
the Spanifh AmbaflWor, difputed the preceffion* The 
Spaniard, having been more liberal of his raoi)ey9 an4 
having a larger retinue, gained the London populace 
on his fide. The coach-horfes of the French Ambaf. 
fador were killed, and the fuite of Count tfEftradc, 
wounded and dilperfcd, left the Spaniards to march 
through the ftreets with fVi^ords drawn, as in triumph. 

Louis XIV. being informed of this infult, fccaHedhis 
Ambaflador from Madrid, and ordered the Sp^nifli one 
to quit France ; flopped the conferences that were thea 
carrying on in Flanders about fettling the Frontiers; 
and fen.t ^ meflage to King Philip IV. his father-in -law, 
that if he djd not acknowledge the fuperiority ofj the 
Crown of France, and make reparation for this affront 
by a formal facisfadion^ the war ihould be immediately 
renewed. U 

Philip IV. notchoofing toreplungehis Kingdom into a 
new war for the precedence of an Ambaflador, 
fent the Count de Fucntes to declare tp the J"^^/^*' 
King, at Fontainebleau, in prefence of all the 
foreign M in ifters who were then in France, *' that the 

Spaniih Minifters, for the future, fhould never have 

any competition with thofe of France." This was. 
not an unequivocal acknowledgement, indeed, of the 
pre-eminence of France, but it was an authentic proof 
of the weaknefs of Spain. That Court, (till proud, 
murmured a long time at its humiliation. Several 
Spaniih Minifters ,fince then renewed their former 
pieccnfions, and obtained an equality at Nimeguea. 

But 
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But Louis XIV. then acquired by his firmnefs a real fU-» 
periority in Europe, in making it appear how much he 
was to be feared. 

lie had fcarcely made an end of this inconfiderablc af- 
fair with fo much grandeur, but he marked it ftill more, 
upon an occafion where his glory feemed to be lefs i^tereft- 
cd. The youngFrench Officers, in the wars which had been 
long carried on in Italy againft Spain, had given to thd 
circumfpeft and jealous Italians the idea of their being 
a forward and over- bearing nation. . Italy> indeed, re- 
garded all the nations with ^hich (he was overflowed,; 
as barbarians, and the French to be as barbarous as the 
reft, but gayer and more dangerous, who introduced 
pleafures into every houfe, fhewing a contempt ior the 
people, at the fame time, and adding infult to dtbau-» 
chery. They were feared every where, but particularly 
in Rome. 

The Duke of Crequi, Ambaffador to the Popt, had 
difgufted the people of Rome by his >ihaughtinefs ; and 
his domeftics, who always carry the faults of their 
matters to an extreme, committed the fame fort of liccn- 
tioufnefs that the ungovernable young men ufcd to dq 
in Paris, who piqued themfelvcs every night on attack- 
ing and driving the city watch before them. 

Some of the Duke of Crequi's fuite took it intbvtheir 
heads to attack, fword in hand, a detachment of the 
Corficans, who are the poiTe of the Civil Magiftrate. 
The whole corps of Corficans refcnting it, and being 
fecretly abetted by Don Mario Chigi, brother to Pope 
Alexander Vll. who hated the Duke of Crequi, rofe in 
arms, and befieged the Ambaffacor's houfe. 
,/<- They fired at the coach in which the Duchefs 

1002. /• ^ • • n • • 1 

of Crequi was, juft turning into the porte 
cochere^ killed one of her pages, and wounded feveral 
of her attendants. 

The Duke of Crequi immediately quitted Rome, and 
accufed the Pope's relations, and the Pope himfelf, of 
having encouraged this alTaflination, The Pope de- 
layed, as long as he could, giving any fatisfadion, 
from a notion that with regard tQ the French it was only 

ncceflary 
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Eeceflary to procraftinatCj and, that every thing wduld 
be forgotten. But after four months hefitation, he was 
obliged to hang one of the Corficans, and one of the 
Sbirri *, and to. banilh the Governor front Kbmc 
who was fufpeded to have favoured the Outr^e* But 
he was ftruck with confternation when he heard that 

' * • » • 

the King, not content with this, threatened to be- 
fiege Rome ; that he had already marched, tropps into 
Italy; and that.Marfhal du Pleffis-PraQin was named to 
command thprn. This affair became now a national 
quarrel on both fides, and the King would vindicate 
his owa. The Pope, bcfprehe would coniply with the 
fatisfaftion deinanded, folicited the , mediation of th* 
reft, of the Catholic Priqces,. exerting al| hi? politics 
to roufe them againft Louis XIV. ; bup. the.circum4 
ftances of the times were not favourable to him." The 
Empire was attacked by the Turks ; and Spain was 
cmbarraffed in an unprofperous war with Portugal. 

The Court of Rome only irritated the King, without 
being able to rcfift, him. The. Parliament of Provence 
fummoned the Pppe, and took pofleffion of Avignon* 
In other times, the excommunications of Rome would 
.have been iffucd agarnft fuch facrilege j but thefe armi 
were no w^ worn-out, and become a jeft. The Pope wa^j 
obliged to fubniit; he was forced to baniih his own 
brother from Rome j to fend his nephew. Cardinal Chigi^ 
in the quality of Legate a Latere, to make fatisfadion 
to the King; p difband his Corfican guards; and to 
credt a pyramid in Rome^^ With an infcription reciting 
both the affront and the reparation. Cardinal Chigi was 
the. firft Legate from the Court of Rome that ever was 
fcnt upon the errand of begging pardon^ All former 
Legates were deputed to give laws^ and impofe the 
tenths t. 

The King yras not contented with having an affront 
repaired by tranfient cerctponies, or by monuments as 
perjihable alfo, (for he fuifered^ fonie years after^ the 

• Conftablcs. 

t The tenth quota of all ccclcfiaftical bencficcilcvied by the Papal 
authority, upon any exigency of the Holy See. 

Vol. I4 H demolition 
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demolition of this pyramid) ; but he compelled the Court 
of Rome to furrcnder Caftro and Ronciglione, at kafl: 
for a terni, to the Duke of Parma, and to indemnify 
the Duke of Modena for his claims upon Comachio. 
Thus did he derive from this infult the real honour of 
becoming the Proteftor of the Italian Princes. 

While he was in this manner Supporting his dignity, 

he did not negleA the increafe of his power. His finan- 

CCS being well adminiftered oy Colbert, enabled 

AfiiaJ* ^*^ to purchafe Dunkirk and Mardike from 

the King of England, for five miilfons of 

Hvres, at twenty-fix livrcs ten fous the mark. Charles 

. IL both poor and prodigal, thus ihamefully fold the 

price of Englifh blood. His Chancellor Hyde, accufed 

of having either advifed, or permitted, this mean adion, 

was afteritrards banifiied by the Parliament of England, 

which punilhes often the crimes of favourites, and 

Ibmetimes fits iix judgment upon its kings. 

Louis fet thirty thoiifand men to work upon the for- 
m66u tifications of Dunkirk, both oh the land-fide- 
and on that of the fea. There was a large 
baibn hollowed out, between the town and the citadel, 
fufficient for the reception of thirty fhips of war ; fo 
that England had no fooner fold the place, than it be* 
tame an objcdl of their terror. 

Some time after, the King compelled the Duke of 

Lorrain to give him the itrong town of Mar« 

iMjf' f*^- This unhappy Charles IV. an illuftri. 

bus warrior, but a weak Prince, inconftant 

and imprudent, concluded a treaty, by which he ceded 

Lorrain to France aftfer his death, on conditbn that 

the Kin^ would permit him to levy a million upon 

the dominions that he had abandoned to him, and 

that the Princes of the Houfe of Lorrain ihould 

be ranked as Princes of die Blck>d in France. This 

treaty, regiftered in vain by the Parliament of Paris, 

ferved ohly to produce new inconftancies in the Duke 

of Lorrain ; who was glad afterwards to furren-- 

der bffaifal, and throw him(^}f upon the clemency of 

the E^ing. 
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Louis augmented his territories even during the 

peace ; and kept himfelf always prepared' for war^ by 

'fortifying his frontiers, prefcrving a ftriiSl difciplirie in 

his army, increafing his troops, and reviewing them 

often. 

The Turks were then very formidable in Europe. 
They at the fame tinle attacked the Emperor of Ger- 
many and the Venetians. The policy of the Kings of 
France had always bc*en to preferve an alliance with the 
Porte, not only for the advantagesof commerce, but to 
• prevent the Houfeof Auftria from becofningtoo power- 
ful. However^ a Chriftian King could not refufe afiifting 
. the Emperor, when he^as in danger ; and the iotereftof 
France was, that the 7'urks (hould raifc difturbances tn 
Hungary, but not invade it. Eefides, his treaties with 
the Empire made this honourable meaflire his duty. Ac- 
cordingly he fent fix thoufawd men into Hungary, under 
the command of the Count dc Coligni, the only remaining 
defcendant of the family of that Coligni formerly io . 
celebrated in our civil wars, and who merited, perhaps, 
- as great renown as that Admiral, both by his courage 
and his virtue. Friendfliip had attached him to the 
Great Conde, iind all the offers of Cardinal Mazarin 
were never able to feduce him from his connection. 
. He carried with him the flower of the French Nobi- 
lity, and among them the young La Feuillade, a man 
of an enterprizing fpirijt, and ambitious of eminence 
and fame. Thefe French troops went to Hungary to 
•^crve under General Montecuculi, who at that 
'time oppofed the Grand Vizier Kiuperli, or A*^g«"» 
Kouprogli ; and who afterward, in ferving 
againft France, balanced the reputation of 
Turenne* A great battle was fought at St. Gothard, on 
the banks of the Kaab, between the Turkifh and the 
German armies. The French performed prodigies 
of valour; even the Germans, who loved them not, 
•* were forced to confefs their merit* ' But it would not be 
doing the fame juftice to the Germans, to fay, as many 
books have done, that the French alone carried away 
the honour of thevidory. 

Jrl 2 The 
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The King, while he maintained his grandeur by openly 
Succouring the Emperor, and adding^ a luftre to the 
.French arm^, ecnployed his policy privately to aflift 
Portugal againft Spain. Cardinal Mazarin had formerly 
made a facrificc of the Portuguefe, by the Pyrenean 
treaty *, but Spain had made feveral little tacit infra<5lions 
' on the peace. France made one herfelf, both bold and 
decifive« Marihal Schomberg, a foreigner and a Hu* 
guenot, mar(;hed into Portugal at the head of four 
thoufand French forces paid by Loois XIV. though 
he pretended they were hired by the King of Portugal. 
Thcfe troops, joined to the Portuguefe forces, 
166-"^' gained a compleat viAoryat Villa-Viciofa, 
^' which eftabliihed the throne in the Braganza 
family. Thus Louis XIV. already appeared to be a mar- 
tial and political Prince, and Europe dreaded him even 
before he had yet begun to make war in his own 
name. 

It was this fame poljcy which made him, contrary to 
his engagements, elude joining the few fhips he was 
then matter of, to the Dutch fleet. He had entered inta 
an alliance with Holland, in 1662. That Republic, abouc 
that time, had renewed the war with England, on ac- 
. count of the vain and ridiculous honour of the flag *, and 
for the fake of their fubftantial intereils in the commerce 
of the Ind/es. Louis &w with pleafure thefe two mari- 
time powers put to fea every year againft each other, fleets 
of more than one hundred fhips of war, and mutually 
deflroying one another by the moft obftinate battles that 
ever were heard of, and of which the only conlequence 
was, the weakening of both parties. One of thcfe fea- 

fights lafted three f intire days. It was in 

leeiy '*' ^hefe aaions that the Dutch Admiral De 

Ruyter acquired the character of being 

the greateft naval commander that ever lived. It was 

he who went ^nd bUrned the fincft of the Englifli fhips 

even in their own ports, about four leagues from Lon- 

• Was tills more vain and iidiculous than the ilruggle for Prece- 
dency between France and Spain ? • 
t The English Hiiiorians fay fouf. 

dan«. 
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don *. He made Holland 'matter at fea f, the empire 
of which England had ever maintained before, and 
where Louis XIV, had not yet become confiderable. 

The fovereignty of the ocean had been divided for 
fome time between thofe two nations. The art of fhip- 
building, and conftrufting them either for commerce or 
for war, was but little known to any except tRemfelves; 
France, under the miniftry of Richelieu, thought hcrfelf 
powerful at fea, becaufc from about fixty fhips which fhe 
reckoned in her ports, flie could fend out, perhaps, thirty \ 
of which there was but one that mounted feventy gfjns. 
Under Mazarin, they purchafcd. from Holland the few 
veffels they had ; but wanted failors, officers, ind mana- 
fafturcs, forthc conftruftion and equipment of them. 

The King undertook to repair the ruinous ftate of 
his marine, and to fupply France with every rcquifite 
for the purpofe, with incrfedible diligence. But in 1664, 
and 1665, while the Englifb an.d Dutch covered the fcas 
with near three hundred large men of war, he had not 

• At Chatham* in the river Medway. Volt>irc is mi^akcn in hit 
meafure ; for 'tis thirty mile? from London ; and fovir leagues, by 

, any computation, (for it is yarious in different parts of i ranee) will 
not reach it. 

f This we deny. In the firft engagement of this war, in the year 
1665, theDnke of York gained a compleat vi<5\ory over Opdam and 
Tromp ; and if his Royal Highnefs had npt taken a nap too foon, he 
would not have left them a 'fhip to continue the war. The aftion 
maintained, the next year, in June, between Prince Rupert and the 

. Duke of Albemarle, Admiral or :the Englifh fleet; and. De Ruytor, 
and Van Tromp, of the Dutch, was fo eq»»ally fought, .that both fides 
fung Te Deiim. 9ut the next month the matter was put quite out 
of difpute, by an intire defeat of the fame Dutch Admirals by the 
fame Engliih ones ; after which Admiral Holmes failed triumphantly 
along the coaft of Holland^ burned two men of war and many mer« 
chant Aips in the river Vlie, made a.deipent qp^.Schelling, and de« 
molifhed the town of Brandarls. 

The affair of Chatham was a difgrace to the Dutch themfelves, ndit 
to thd Englifh. , It was donfe by furprize, during the time that'acon- 

. fet'ence for peace was depending, when theEngLfh, looking upon that 
interval j:d ' btffXpmpt from hoftilities, had unmanned ami unrigged 
their navy. 

In thie fecond Dutch war,* the firft engagement was fo inuch in our 
favour, that De Ruyter fheered off in the night. The fecond, third 
and fourth adiions were nearly equal, on both iides* 

H 3 above 
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above fifteen or fixteen (hips, of the loweft rates, which 
the Duke of Beaufort commanded againft the Cor* 
fairs of Barbarjr ; and when the States-General prefTed 
Lduis XIV. to join his fleet to theirs, .there was only 
one (ingle fire-fhip in the harboui^of Breft, which they 
TRTcre a(hamed to fend out, 'till pre(fcd to it by repeated 
inftances. But this was a difgrace- which JLouis XIV. 
quickly exerted himfelf to efface. 
• He gave the States a more honourable and eflfentiai 
• Ai^^ fuccour by land. He feat them fix thoufand 

*^^^- Flinch troops, to defend them againft the 
Bidiop of Munfter, Chriftopher-Bernard de Galen, a 
martial Prelate, and an implacabte enemy^ fub(ldized by 
England to -ravage the territories of Holland* But he 
made them pay dear for his afliftance, and treated them 
like a powerful perfon who fells his protedion to opu* 
lent merchants. Colbert charged them not. only with 
the pay of thefe troops, but.addcd thcL expellees of an 
cmbafly fcnt to England, to conclude their peace with 
Charles 11. Never was aid given with 'fo ill a grace, 
nor confequently received with lefs gratitude; 

The King having thus trained his troops, and formed 
new officers, in Hungary, in Holland, and in.Portugal, 
rcfpeAed and revenged in Rome, faw not a fingle power 
in Europe that he needed to fear. England ravaged j;)y the 
plague ; London burned down by a fire^ unjuftly imputed 
to the Roman Catholics •, the continual prodigality and 
indigence of Charles 11. as deltfuftive to theftate of his 
aiFairs, as the burning, or the plague ; fcc^red France 
fuificiently from any tianger on, the iide of Englancl. 
Th« Emperor was ft ill fu(Fering under theweaknefsocca- 
fioned by his war with the Turks. The King of Spain, 
Philip IV, dyin^ and his Monarchy being as feeble as 
himfelf, left Louis XIV. the only powerful, the only for- 
midable Monarch among the- States. He was young, 
rich, weJI-ferved, implicitly obeyed, and fhewed an 
impatience to fignalize himfelf> and rank with Coh^ 
querprs. 

^ CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 
CMqat^ cf Flanders. 

OPPORTUNITY prefcnted itfclf foontoaKinft 
who fought it. Philip IV. his father-in-law, died. 
Irle haid by his firft wife, who was fifter tO Louis XIII. 
the Princels Maria-Therefa, married to her coufin Louis 
XIV. ; a marriage hj which the SpaniOi Monarchy has 
at length fallen into the Houfe of Bourl 
enemy. By his fecond marriage with Mai 
ftria, he had Charles II. a weak and fK 
to his crown, and the fole remaining foi 

- children, two of whom had died in the 
XIV. pretended that Flanders, Bralwig 
Comte, provinces belonging to §pain, oi 
to the jurifprudence of thofe States, todeC 
notwithftanding her renunciation. If 
Kings were to be decided by the Laws o 

■ fore an impartial tribunai, this demand n 

doubtful, at leaft. 
' Louii had his ri^ts canr3iO*ed by hi 

afliftedby the Tfaeolo^ons^ jikea alldecl 

irr^ragable ; but the Council and the C 
• Dowager of Philip IV. pronminced the 

in. Uw. The Queen had, oft her iide, 

ment, namely, the law of Charles V } I 

Charles -V. were not much r^arded by 

France. 
One of the pretextswhich wereaiTumf 

- cil of the King, 'was, that the five hu 
crownsi fiipulaied as the dowry with i 
never been paid •, but then they forgot t 
of the daughter of Henry IV. n 
charged iXio. France and Spain difpi 
at firft by writings, in which wei>: dir[ 
culations of a banker, and the pleading 
but the reafon of ftate was the only )•{ 
This rcakw qf ftate was fomethbg 

H4 
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Louis XIV. began to attack an infant, of whom lie 
ought to have been the guardian; and protestor, as he 
vas married to his fifter. Could it be fuppofed that zHc 
Emperor Leopold, conGdered as the head of the Hoxjic 
of Auftria, would have fuffercd him to opprefs this " 
family, tuul aggrandize bimfelf in Flanders ? Who coulci 

.believe that the Emperor and the KipgiQf jRfa^ice had 
before divided, in idea, the fpoils of the .ypung Charles 

?of Auftria,; King of Spain ? Some hints ofthi^ iad truth 

< are to be met with in the Memoirs of the Marqui^ de 
Torcy *,i though they are nbt fujfiicieotly ' cleai". TiH>e 

-has ftt kn^th ubfolded a myftery, which proves, ih^c 

^ .imiofig Kings the intereftand.thi^' claims of' the^i^foi^cit 

power tkke place of juftice, elpc^ialiy w^» that right 

. fcends to- be in the leiaft doubtful. .. : i, .; , .j 
: AH t3ie brochers of Charles: H.. King of Spain wore 
dead. .C{iarles was of. a.feebleiaod unoeaiUhyr gonfjtitu- 

. tion* * LoUifi. XIV. and Leopold. cq^qIu^, irt his .ii|- 

ifanoy^ the.fame treatyof partition, ^pretty n^fijty. that 
thev carved between them oh his deach. ,ByiW ^off- 

, .p«av which is aftuaily aoidngithe rtcoixjis at th^ Loyvi?, . 
Leopold was to fufFer Louis XIV. to/p^^'^jcnfelf, at 
•prefcnt, of Flanders^ on conditio© thfttijr^idw>(Jeath 
of CharJea, Spain Hiould/pa&iuhder the (^i|iif)(|on:Of the 
Emperor. It is, not laid : .wijether there :w^§I4oy;.i»oi^y 
piaid, in confidetation of.xhisrextiaordin^yiBegociatipn. 
Qenerally^rthis. principal article lin all treaties (sltispta 

iecrct. . , - .<> v. * . ^.;'..::;:n /.'':* 

Leopold had nafoonerfighcd the deedvth^^h^ repent- 
ed of it^ atleaft, he infifted that this tt^qfoaion 
fljoiild not be rei^talttd. to ' any ,of • . the Gojihti^ ihajc no 
counterpart {hoiild be executed of.theagtei^rrtfnjv $s is 
ufual; and that!, the ibloinfti'ttment whi^h:'^a^40'fub« 
fift bf twcen than^ (hovid: bedf>cked jup^iq an iron box, 
of which the . Emperor: -wai i0> keep ^J3ie key, and 
the King Qf.Francci the bthec. This .boJt was to be 
iepofitediaihe hands bf the Great Duke p^plojncncc. 
The Emperor delivered} it for ihisputpofe to the 
"^cench Ambai&dor, >then at Vienoa* and;ihQ Kiingi.fdic 

f Vol. L page .jfij a£ an Editioa faitl t6^be:^iniB4at the-HiiguQ^ 

:. _ a detach- 
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a dctachmcfiit 0f :fixteenof his life-^guards to thcg^tes of 
ikt city, as. a convoy to thfe Courier, left the Emperor 
might alter his inind, and have the box carried off on 
the road; -J t w^ carripji t;Qj^yerfaillcs, and not toFlo* 
Tcnce ; which affords caufe to faipcft that Leopold had 
Jbeen bribed to the contrafti fincehedjd not dare to com- 
plain of theiraud, 

In thiSv manner did 'tbc/^mperor fuffer t^eKlftg of 
Spain to be defpoilcd. 

The King^ truftiiig more to, his troops than^liis 
reafons, marcfeed into Flanders -as to a.certam.con« . ^ ^' 
queft. He .ma himfelf at the head of thirty-five. thoufand 
men ; another body of eight tlipufand vffs fent towardi 
iDunkjrk-, and .Qixe of four thoufand towards Luxem. 
.btirgh. Tufeaae coqan>4Rdfi4 tb^^army under him. Col- 
bert had multiplied the refources of the ftate ncceffary to 
•/u'pply thcfe -ejtpences. .jt^i^iiiyoi^, the new Minilter for 
.tlic war depart A&ent, hadofadeimmenfe preparations for 
. the campa^. ^Xorcs pf eN^ry kj^d were properly difpo- 
.fbd oh titefromiers. He yff^& the firft thatdftablflbedthc 
\adl^antag(bousmethod,which.the weakpiefs of Government 
.'had befo/e reodercd impra^cabie, of fubfifting armies by 
magazines? Wiatwcr fjeg^ thq King chpfc to under- 
take, on whichioever, fidfe he turned his armg, provifions 
.•ofevery' kind were .at. hand; the quarters for the troops 
were matked out-, a[nd their' marcl^s adjulbed. Difcl- 
pline, faecoirte ojoxe ftri(S^ syc?y.d^y by the inflexible fc- 
Vcritjr of the MiBifter, reftfai^cd the Office^? within their 
i^uty; ,T%e p«efence.of a yoqng'King the iddl of his 
(army, rtiujered the hard(hip)i of this difcipiine not only 
cafy, but pleafing;. Military rank commgaced from this 
j^ time to. be an honour mucjh Superior tp thac of birch. 
Services. and not anceftry' \rci;e now cbnfidered, which 

- had feldom been thje rule rhefore; By this diftiodion an 
♦ Officer of the? meaneft origin was encouraged,: wifhout af- 

- fording cairic to thofe ^i \^ nobleft defcent to murmur. 
The Infantry, which bore the brunt of war fince th< 
ufeleffnefs oF lances had been difcovered, partook, of th< 

\ rewards' whii^h the Cavalry had exclufiveiy poffeffed be 
" ibrc. New maxims of government infpircd new ardoui 
■ - % Th 
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The King, affifted by a General and a Mitiiiler * 
equal abilities, and equally jealous of ea<ih other ; botlx, 
however, ferving him the better for that reafon ; at the 
head of the beft troops in Europe, and finally ftrengthened 
by a new league with Pbrtugal, atucked with all thefe 
advantages a Province ill defended of a Kingdom al* 
ready ruined and torn in pieces. He had only his mother* 
in4aw to contend with, a weak woman governed ' by a 
Jefuit ft whofe defpifed and unhappy adminiftration had 
left the Spanilh monarchy without defence. The King 
of France had every advantagie that waswanting to Spainr. 
. The art of attacking places, as at prefent, had not 
then been perfefted, becaufe the ikiU of fortifying 
and defending them w^s aUb unknown. The frohtiers 
of Spaniih Flanders w^emofUy without fortifications^ 
and ungarrifoned. ■ ' : * 

Louis had only to prefent himfelf before them. He 
entered Giarleroy, as* if it had been Paris; Ath and 

. Tdurnay were' tzkcn in two days. Fumes, 

1667/ Anhentiere*, aftd Courtraf, did nothokloiit 
longer]' He entered the trenches before 
Douay; and it furfendered die next day. Lille, the oioft 
fiourifhing city in this Province, the only one well for- 
tified, and containing dgarriion of /fix .thou- 
Augttit zy. f^^ ^^^ capituitfted, Jsrftcr- a nine days fiege. 

The Spaniards had not above eight thoufand troops to 
X)ppafe againft this i^iAorious army ; and the rear of this 

fmall body was cut in pieces by the Marquis, 
Auguft 3 1 . afterwards MtitftoA, de Crcqui. The remain- 
der fheltered itfelf under tl^ walls of Mons and Bruflels^ 
leaving the King a conqueror without a battle* 

This campaign, made in the midft of the greateft 
abundance, and attended by fuccefles fo eafy, ap- 
peared to be merely a Court progrefs. Feaftings, luxu- 
' ry, and pkafures, then got footing in the army, even 
' while difcipline was perfi^ii^ itfelL Officers then per* 

* iTurcanc and Colbert. 

* Father N itard, a German*' He told the Duke of Lenna once» i^at 
; he ought to treat him with more re{|>edt ** z$ he had every day hii 

** God in his hands, (the £ttcharift}anihis (^een at his feet/' (|ie 

wai her ConfefTor.) ' * * 

. formed 
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formed ^U their military duties with more exaftnefs, but 

with more elegant accommodations. Marfhal Turennc 

for a long time had only eaten off iron plates in camp. 

The Marqtiis D'Humieres was the firft, at the ficgc of 

^rras, in 1658, who was ferved in pla,te in tlie trenches* 

and had his table covered with ragouts and iecond cQ.urfes. 

But ia this campaign of it^Sj^ w^ere a young King, who 

Joved magnificence, difplayed that of his Court amidfl 

^ the fatigues of war, every one qcerted himfelf to exhibit 

patterns of fumptuQufnefs and tafte in his enter^iti» 

ments, his drefs, and equipage. 

This luxury, the certain fign of the riches of a great 
ftate, and often the caufe of decadence in a fmali one, 
was, however, nothing in companion with wDat wc 
have (incc become acquainted with. The King^ hisr 
Generals, and his Minifters, uied then to go to the 
rendezvous on horfeback ; whereas at prefent every Cap- 
tain of horfr,^ or General Officer's fecretary, has his poft- 
chaife, with glafles and fprings^ to convey him more 
commodioufly, and at his eafe, than one coutd formerly 
pay a vifit from one quarter of Paris to another. 

The delicacy oi the Officers did not then prevent them 

from appearing in the trenches covered with a helmet and 

ft cuiralsu I'ne King himfelf iet them the. example. 

He went into the lines f0 anned, before Douay and 

Liflc. Ihis prudent caution has faved many a great 

man ; but it has been too much negtedted fince, by 9ur 

young rhen of feeble frames, equally effeminate |tid 

brave, atid who feem to dread fatigue more than danger. 

The rapidity "bftheiecohquefts alarmed Bruflels •, and 

the inhabitants began to remove their efl^fts to Anc« 

werp. The conquefl: of all Flanders miglu; hav&been the 

work of this fingle campaign. The King bad occafion 

Qnly for a fufficient number of troops to take pdfleffion 

. of the places ready to op&n their gates to his iii'mmons. 

iiOuvois advifed him tp put ftrong garrifpns into the 

towns he had already made himfelf mafter of, and to fdr* 

tify. them. Vauban, one of thofe great men and perfons 

gf genius who appeared in this age for the fervice of 

Louis 
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Louis XIV •, was appointed military architeft to per- 
form this work. He executed it according to His new^ 
method^ whigh has fince been adopted bjr all good en- 
/ gineers* 

' The world was amazed to fee places furrounded only 
\>Y works tying on a level with the open country. High 
and bcld.fbrtifications werd but the more expolcd to the 
battery of artillery; while thofe that were hid under 
ground; were ip Icfs -danger of being deliroyed. He 
conftrufted the* cttadel of LiQe upon thefe prin- 
ciples; In France", the go vet n merit of a town had 
never before bc.en a detached command from that of the 
ifortrefs. The precedenrbf this was firit made in favour 
of Vaubani who was the firft governor of a citadel, ft 
m^y further be obfervedj that the firft of thefe plans in 
relievo, ' that is to be feen in the gallery of - the Louvre, 
was thatt of the fortifications of Litle. • 

Tht.King haftened back to enjoy the acclamations 
of his people, the -adorations of his Courtiers and Mif- 
treflesv^nd to partake of the fcftivals -he gave his Court. 
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fh C(me[mfiwf .F^dn^€-Comt^ ifind the Peace of^.j^x-hr 

THeE Cotit was imi!nerfed in the ent^riainnients ejf- 
hibited at St* Gprmaio's^ whcai id. tbe depth of, win- 
tcr^ in the month of January, people werie furprifpd 
' . .V to fee tcoopa* marching jon^Mll fides, palfing and 
repairing the roads of C^mp^agne, in tjie Three Bifliop- 
ricks; and trains of attillery and jimmunitipi}- waggons 
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** What a ilroke of Fr«ncK cuiiha^^^^o^ '^^ this !, Vaubaq and otl^er 

great o^f^t Uji4 perfons of eenius, were onjy fent into the wufld, it 

'wms, for the iervice of Louis XIV, iThis is, to be fare, a more ih« 

-^fiocent,-; though not Z' leis ridiculous notfion tiian one of the fame 

kind thit Ibma jof the£a(teni nations are pqiTeCedwith ; who, upon 

the 4^191(6 ^^C i,heir*Kingr.pi)^t all h^ Aiite to deaths that he may he 

properly. fenred in the nextiyorldji u Vofjcaire fays- Louis le Grand 

>asin'thls."-' * • •> ' ^ r- ^•' -'<.:':. : .. 

flopped. 
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ftopped^ upon different pretences, on the high-way lead- 
ing from Champagne to Burgundy* This part of Prance 
^a? in general rfftotion, the caufc of which, could not 
even be gucflcd at. Foreigners through intereft, and 
the natives , through curiofity, were, Toft in conjec- 
tures. Germany was alarnied. The objeft of thefc pre- 
parations and irregular marches was a myftery to all. 
Never was the fccret of a confpiracy better prefervcd, 
than was this expedition, of Louis XIV, 

At length, on the fecond of February, Lours fet off 
from St. Gernfiain's, with the young Duke of Eaguien, Ion 
to the Great Cpnde, and fome of his Court; the other Of- 
ficers were gone to the rendezvous of the troops. He 
made long journies on horfcback, till he arrived at Di- 
jon. Twenty thoufand men, aflfemblcd from different 
routes, collefted thcmfelvcs together, the fame day, in 
Franchc-Comtc, at fome leagues diftance from Befan- 
$on, and the Great Conde appeared at their head.; hav- 
ing for his principal Lieutenant General, 'Bouteville- 
Montmorency, his friend, become then Duke of Lux- 
embourg, always attached to him in his good or ill for- 
tune. Luxembourg was the pupil of Conde in the art 
of war; .and his great merit obliged the King to employ 
him, though he did. not love him *. 

Intrigues of Court were, partly, the motives pf this 
unexpedled enterprize. The Pfince of Conde was jea- 
lous of Turenne's glory, and Louvois of his favour 
with the King. Conde*s fentiment was the emulation 
of a hero; Louvois, the envy of a Minifter. The Prince 
being Governor of Burgundy, which confines upon 
Franche-Comte, had formed the defign of making him- 
felf mafter of that Province, in a winter campaign, and 
in lefs time than Turenne had taken, the fummer before,, 
for the conqueft of French Flanders. H^ in^mediately 
communicated his projeft to Louvois, who readily con* 

* Luxembourg was afterwards one of the greateft Generals of France, 

He commanded in the waragainft the Dutch. He was hump-baciced ; 

and hearing that the Prince of Orange Jiad reflefled on that circum- 

. ftance, he replied, «* He can fpeak but by guefs, for he never fawr 

" niy back, though I have often fcen his," 

' curredj 
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curird, in order to keep Turenne at a diftahde, and rcn* 
der him ufelefs, and at the fame time with a view to the 
intereft of his mafter. 

] This Province, poor in riches^ but fertile in foil, well 
pcopled,^forty leagues in length, and twenty in breadth, 
bore tl)e title of Francbe or frte^ and was really fo in cf- 
feft ; for the Kings of Spam were rather its protedors, 
than its mailers. Though this country was in the 
government of Flanders, it was but little dependant on 
it. The entire adminiftration was divided and difputed 
between tie Parliament and the Governor of the Pro- 
vince. The people pofiefied great privileges, that 
were always refpefted by the Court of Madrid, which 
was obliged to temporize with a diftrift jealous of its 
rights, and ib near a neighbour to France. 

Befanfon • governs itfelf like an Imperial City, and 
no people ever lived under a milder adminiftration, or 
were more attached to their Sovereigns. Their affcc-^ 
tion to the Houfe of Auftria was Conftant, during two 
generations \ but this ofieAion was founded in that of 
uieir liberty. In fhort, Franche-Comte was happy, tho' 
poor; but as it was a kind of Republic, it was not ex- 
empt from faAions ; and, notwithftanding what Peliflbn 
has faid to the contrary, force was not the fole means 
employed upon this occafion. 

Some of the citizens were gained oyer by prcfents and 
promifes, as was alfo the Abbot John Watteville, bro- 
ther to him, who, by infulting the French AmbafTador 
in London, liad caufed, by that outrage, the humilia- 
tion of the branch of Spanilh- Auftria. This Abbot, 
who was formerly an Officer, then a Carthuflan Monk, 
afterwards a confiderable time a MuiTulman among the 
Turks, and at laft anEcclefiaftic, was promifed tol>e nude 
High-Dean, with the addition of other benefices.' Some 
of the Magiftrates and Officers werepurchafed at a fmall 
price *, and in (hort, the Marquis of Yenne, Governor* 
general of the place, became fo tradable, that he was 

• The capital of Frgndic-Comtc. 

tjpenly 
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cfjcnly reworded after the war with a large peniion, and 
.the rank ef a Lieutenant-General in France. 

As ibon as theie fecret intrigues were a little adv^anced, 
Ithfey were further fupported by twenty thoufand men* 
&eiari(on, the capital of the province, was inveiled by 
the Prince of. Conde, and Luxembourg marched againft 
Salins \ The next day bc^h i Befan^on andiSalins fur* 
'fcndoied. Befan^on afked no other terms of capituia- 
tion^ than the prefervatlon of the ihrlne of St. Suaire, 
or %hc Holy IJandkerchicf f, moQi devoutly worfhippcd 
in that ci<;y ^ which was readily granted. The King ar- 
rived at Pijon.. Lopvois, who had flown to the frontiers 
to dired all theie nxeafures, haXtened to acquaint him that 
theie two towns had been befieged and had furrendered« 
-The King immediately heft^ned to pay his obeifance to 
Fortune^ who favoured him in every thing. 

He laid fiege to Dole ^^ in perfon. This place was 

reputed flrong} and the Count de Montrevel com^ 

.manded there, an Officer of remarkable bravery, and 

who was faithful, through a natural noblenefs of mind, 

to the Spanifli Government which he hated, and to the 

Parliament that he defpi&d. He had not a garrifon of 

more than four hundred foldiers, with the inhabitants, 

, and yet he refolved to hold out.. The trenches wefe not 

carried on in form ; for no fooner were they opened, than 

a number of young volunteers who followed the King, 

.pufhed forward to attack the counterfcarp, and oEiade a 

lodgment there. The Prince of Conde, to whom years aod 

.experience had given a calmer courage, fupported them 

properly, and fharcd the danger^ to refcue them from k. 

* Another confiderable town in Franche-Comte, fo called iron 
the manufadlure of fatt-works carried on there. 

t The French word is JStairef which fignifies a wimdi^g^Jbea. Th» 
Romiih church hai canonized the linen they fuppofed our Saviour to 
ha?e been buried in. But why call it a handkir<hiiff I apprehend the cuA 
torn of burying in linen to be of a later date. Tnat pious Church 
has canonized the mve alfo, by the title of ^/. Sepulchre. Bat in thii 
they feem to have begun at the wrong end of mortality. Why forget 
the cradle? Methinks St. Cuna^ or St* CunaMa$ would make at 
• food a figure in the Kalendar. / 

* One of the tpwas in Frafi^he-Coxnte. 

The 
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The Prince was every where, with his fon ; and After the 
aftion, went to give art account of it tothe-King» like 
an Officer wh.ofe fortune was yet to make. • 

The King remained in his quarters, difplaying rathef 
the dignity of a Monarch in his Court, than the ardour 
of a General in the field, and which would have been 
perfeftly ufclefs' upon this -occafion^.- AH the etiquette 
of St. Gertfiain's was obferved here. He had his petit 
eoucber^j public drawing-rooms, private parties, and a 
hall of audience in his tent ; nor did he in any thing depart 
from the ceremonials of a throne, except in permitting 
his Generals and Aids-de-camp to dine at his table. He 
did not manifeft in the fatigues of war that impetuous 
bravery by which Fraqcis I. and Henry IV. had diftin- 
guifhcd themfclves, whofe daring fpirit fcemed to chal- 
lenge danger. He thought it fufficient not to fear it 
himfelf, and to encourage others to defy it for his fcr« 
vice. 

He took pofleffion of Dole, after four days fiege, 

and twelve days after his fetting out from 

1668.** ^^' Germain's 5 and finally, in left than three 

weeks the whole Franche-Comte fubmitted 

to his fovereignty. The Spanifh Council, equally amazed 

and incenfed at the weak defence that had been made, 

wrote to the Governor, that *• The King of France 

" might have fent his Valet-de-Chambre to have taken 

•• poffeffion of the country in his name, and faved him* 

•• lelf the trouble of going in perfon." 

So much fuccefs, with lb much ambition, at length 
Toufed Europe out of its lethargy. The Empire began to 
put itfelf in motion, and the Emperor to raifc troops. 
The Swifs bordering upon Franche-Comte began to 
tremble for their liberty, which was then their fole trea- 
furc. The reft of Flanders was liable to be invaded, the 
approaching fpring. TheDutch, who had always found 
it neceffary to fecurc the French as their friends, now 
dreaded iheir becoming their neighbours. Spain had 

t There Is no Engliih ^crm for this •cxpreffion. It means the inter- 
val between the King a retiring from company, and hh going to bed. 

then 
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then recaiirfe ta thcfe very Hollanders, and was, in faft^ 
protefted by that inconfiderablc nation, which it had 
formerly looked upon as delpicabic and rebellious. 

Helliand was governed by John de Witt, who froni 
the age of five-and- twenty had beett elefted Grand Pen- 
fionary *, a man equally jealous of the freedom of his' 
country, and of his own perfonal greatnefs j conform- 
ing himfetf to the frugality and moderation of his Repu- 
blic, he had but one footman and a fervant-maid, and 
went on foot at the Hague, while his name ranked with 
thofe of the moft potent Kings, in all the negociations of 
Europe •, a man indefatigable in labour •, remarkable 
for regulapity, wifdom, and induftry in Bufinefs ; an ex- 
cellent citizen, a great politician, and, notwithftanding 
all this, extremely Unfortunate. 

He had contrafted a friendfhip (a rare thing among 
Minifters) with Sir William Temple, who was then the 
Englilh Ambaffador at the Hague. Temple was a Phi- 
lofopher, who united letters with bulinefe. He was al 
good man, notwithftanding the reproach which Bifhop 
Burnet has objefted to him, of atheifm y born with the 
I'pirit of a wife republican^ loving Holland as if it had 
been his native land, becaufe it wa,s free ; and as tenaci« 
ous of that freedom as the Grand Penfionary himfelfj 
Thefe two citizens united thcmfelves to the Count de 
Dhona, Ambaffador from Sweden^ to oppofc the pro^ 
grefe of the King of France. 

This era was marked for rapid events. That part of 
Flanders which is now called French -Flandersj had beert 
taken in three months ; Franche-Comte, in three weeks; 
The treaty between HttUand, England^ arid Sweden, tol 
preferve the balance of Europe, and to fupprefs the ambi- 
tion of Louis XIV- was propofed and concluded in fivd 
days *. The Co\incii of the Emperor Leopold dared 
not enter into this league^ He was bound by the fecret 
treaty which he had entered into with the King of 
France, to ftrip the yoiing King of Spain of his domi- 
nions. He Iccretly encouraged the union between En^ 

* This was called the THfU JUimcu 




114 THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 

land, Sweden, and Holland, but ventured not to take 
any open meafurcs. 

IwOuis XIV. was incenfed that fo fmall a ftate as Hol- 
land fhould prefume to form an idea of limiting his 
conqucfts, arid of becoming the arbiter of Kings ; and 
the morefo, that it was capable of it. Xhis prefumptioa 
of the United Provinces was an affront which he was ob- 
liged to brook, but for which he, from that time, me- 
ditated vengeance. 

All ambitious, powerful, and irritated as he was, he 
averted t}\e ftorm which was beginning to rife throughout 
all Europe. Hehimfelf propofed a peace. France and 
Spain chofe Aix-la-Chapelle for their place of confer- 
ence, and the new-elefted Pope Rofpigliofi, Clement IX. 
for their mediator. 

The Court of Rome, in order to hide its weaknefs un- 
der an appearance of power, left no means untried to 
gain the honour of being arbitrator between the Crowned 
Heads ; and though Ihe could not obtain it at the treaty 
of the Pyrenees, fhe feemed at leaft to have gained it at 
the peace made at Aix-la-Chapelle. A Nuncio was fent 
to the Congrefs to be the fliadow of arbitration between 
thofe phantoms of Plenipotentiaries. The Dutch, alrea- 
dy jealous of their glory, would not divide with any 
other power, that of concluding what they had them- 
felves begun.. Every thing, in fad, was carried on at 
St. Germain's, by the Miniltry of their Ambaffador, Van 
Bcuning. All that was fecretly agreed to by him, was 
difpatched to Aix-la-Chapelle, to be fighed in due form 
by the Minifters affembled at the Congrefs. Who would 
have imagined, thirty years before, that France and 
Spain fhould beobliged to receive the mediation of a Ci- 
tizen of Holld^nd ? , 

This Van Beuning, a Burgomafter of Amfterdam, 
had the vivacity of a Frenchman, with 
^668^' tJie pride of a Spaniard. He was pleafed 
with"^ every opportunity to mortify the impe- 
rious haughtinefs of the King, and always oppofed a re- 
publican inflexibility to that tone of fuperiority which 
the French Minifters ^ifFctted to aflume. '' Will you 

2 *.^ iioc 
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*^ not depend on the King's promife?** faid MonGcur 
de Lionne to him, in a conference, " I know not what 
" the King may intend,'' replied Van. Bcuningj *•*• I 
** only confider what he may Sq." 

In fine, at the Court of the proudeft Monarch in the 
world, a fimple Burgomafter concluded, by his own au- 
thority, a peace by which the King was. obliged to re- 
linquifh the Province of Franche-Gomte. The Dutch*- 
would rather have chofen that he had reftored Flanders, 
and thereby have rid them of fo dangerous a neighbour ; 
but the reft of Europe thought that he had condefccnd- 
ed fuificiendy, in furrenderingFranche-Comte; and he 
was contented with kecpiiig poiTeflion of the towns of 
Flanders, which left the way open to him into Holland, 
whofe dcftruftion he had determined upon, at the very 
time he was complying with its terms. 



C H A P. X. 

The Works and Magnificence of Louis XIV. A Jingular 
Adventure in Portugal. Cafimir in France. Succour 
given to Candia. Conqueft of Holland, 

r 

LOUIS XIV. being obliged for fome time 'to remain 
peaceable, continued, as he had begun, to regu- 
late, tbrtify, and embellifh his Kingdom. He proved 
that an abfolute Monarch who wilhes to do good, may 
attain every thing without difficulty. He had only to 
command, and the fucceffes in the admini*ftration were as 
rapid as his conquefts. It was a wonderful thing 
to fcethe fea-ports, which were formerly deferred, and 
gone to decay, now furrounded by works, that were 
at once their ornament and their defence, covered with 
fliips and failors, and already containing near fixty large 
veffels, ready to be equipped for war. New Colonies 
protefted by the French flag, were every day embark- 
ing from all quarters, for America, for the Eaft Indies, 
and the coafts of Africa. Neverthelefs, in France, and 
under the King's infpedion, there were millions of men 

1 2 employed 
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employed in railing immenfe edifices, and in all thoir 
arts which architefture has introduced ; while thofe of a 
more noble and ingenious kind adorned both the Court 
and City, and conferred ap(xi France both pleafures and 
a luftre farpaffihg even tire conception of former ^es. 
^Literature flourifhed, and good fenfe and true tafte pe- 
netrated even into the fchoois of barbarifm* All thefe 
details of. the glory and felicity of the natioc^ fluU find 
their proper place in this hiftory ; but, at prefent, we 
are to fpeak only of general and military affairs. 

Portugal at this time furniflied Europe with an bb- 
JC& of furprize. Don Alphonfo, the unworthy fon of 
the fortunate Don John of Braganza, reigned there. He 
was violent and weak. His wife, daughter to the Duke 
of Nemours, . in love with Don Pedro, brother of Al- 
phonfo, dared to conceive a fchcme for dethroning her 
hufband^ and marrying her gallant. His brutality juf- 
tified the bold attempt. He was pofleffed of an un- 
common ftrength of body. . He had had publickly a 
child by a Courtezan, which he acknowledged for his 
own J and had" befides cohabitaed for a long timewitH the 
Queen ; never thelefs ftic accjufed him of impoccncy .;. and 
having by her addrefs acquired that authority in the 
Kingdom which her hufband had loft by his violence, 
fhe had him clofely confined, and foon after obtaitibd a 
difpenfation from Rome for marrying her brotherwin- 
law, ' 

It is not fo aftoniihing that Rome fhould h^ive gramr- 
ed this indulgence, as it is that perfons fe power, 
ful ihould require it. What Julius II. had withouc 
difficulty granted to King Henry VIII. of England, was 
conceded by Urban VII 1. to the wife of a King of I*ortu* 
gal. The flighteft endeavour may at one time bring about 
what the utmoft efforts can^not at another tinare cffcftv 
There are always two weights apd two meafures for all 
/ the rights of Kings and of the people, and thefe two 
meafures were kept at the Vatican, ever fince the 
Popes had power to influcn^^ the affairs of EaKOpe^ It 
would be. almoft impoffible to believe that fo oiany na- 
tions Ihould have foffered lb ft range an authority to ful>- 

fift 
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^ft in the Pontiff of Rome, were we not acquainted with 
the powerful cffeds of cuftona, 

* ThiseverK, which was a revolution only in the Royal 
Fswnily, arid not in the Kingdom, of Portugal, haying 
<:aufed no change in the affairs of Europe, merits our 
attention fokly from its iangularity, 

France foon after received a vifit from a King who 
quitted his Throne in a ver^ different manner. Johh 
Cafimir» King of Poland, renewed the example which 
'Queen Chriftina had given. Fatigued with the toils of 
government, and defirous of living happily, he chofe his 
retreat at Paris, in the Abbey of St. Gcrmam, of which 
he himfclf was Abbot. Paris, become within fome years 
paft the rcfidence of all the fine arts, formed a delight- 
ful retreat for a King who fought xhe focial pleafures^ 
and who had a tafte for literature. He had been a Je- 
fuit and a Cardinal before he was King ^ and being 
equally difguflted with the royal and the ecclefiaftica^ 
ilate, his wifh was to live like a private man, and a 
.philofopber ; and he would never fuffer hiHifclf to be ad- 
iireffed at Paris by the title of Myefty. 

But a more interefting affair now excited the atten« 
tion of all the Chriftian Princes. 

The Turks, lefs formidable indeed than in the time 
of the Mahomets^ the Selims, and the Solimans, buc 
tdangerous ftill, and the ftronger from our difunion, had 
for two years been laying fiege toCandia with all the 
forces of cheir empire. It is difficult to fay, whether it 
^as moit ailoniibing that the Venetians ihould havi: 
been able to have made fo long a defence, or that the 
}Cingsof Europe ihould have abandoned them. ^ 

Times were much altered. Formerly, when Chriften- 
.vdom was yet in a ftatc of barbarifm, a Pope, or even ar 
Monk, could fend forth millions of Chriftians to make 
<wu on the Mahometans in their own empire. Our 
States exhaufted both theii* men and money in endea- 
vouring to conquer the wretched and barren Province of 
Judea ; and now that the Ifle of Candia, which was con-^j 
iidered as the bulwark of Chriftendom, was over-runr* 
.by fixty thottfand Turks, it ,was looked. upon as 4 lolS^ 
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of no great importance by the Chriftian Powers. A few 
gallies, fent from Malta and from the Pope, were the 
only fucccurs granted to this Republic for its defence 
againft the whole Ottoman Empire. The Senate of Ve- 
nice, whpfe meafures were as inefFcftual as they were 
prudent, could not, with her mercenary troops and fuch 
weak fupplies, refift the power of the Grand Vizier, 
Kiuperli, who was an able Minifter, a better General, 
matter of the Turkifh Fmpire, fupported by a formi- 
dable army, and well provided alio with able engineers. 

The King in vain fet an example to the other Princes 
of Europe, in affifting Candia. His galleys, and the 
ftiips newly conftrufted in the port of Toulon, convey- 
ed thither feven thoufand men, commanded by the Duke 
of Beapfort ; an aid, ihdeed, very inadequate to the dan- 
ger of their fituation, as the generofity of the French 
was not emulated by any of the other States. 

La Feuillade, a pri^aifij^rgnch gentleman, 
66 ' * performed an adlion, at this crifis, which had no 
example except in ' he ancient times of Chiral- 
ry. He carried near three hundred gentlenjen with him 
to the relief of Candia, at his own expence, although his 
fortune was but moderate. If any other nation had ex- 
erted itfclf for the Venetians in the fame proportion 
with La Feuillade, it is probable that Candia might have 
been favcd. But thcfe fuccours ferved only to retard its 
fate for a few days, and to caufe a great deal of blood 
to be Ihtd to no purpofe. 1 he Duke of Beaufort periftied 
in a fally ; and Kiuperli at length by capitulation enter- 
ed the town, .which was then only an heap of ruins^ 

In this fiege the Turks fhewed great Superiority pver 
the Chriftians, even in the military art. The largeft 
fcannon which had ever been feenin Europe were caft 
in their camp. They were the firft that formed pa- 
rallel lines in the trenches. It is from them that we 
learned this method; but they had firft adopted itfron^ 
an Italian engineer. ' It is certain, that fuch a viSorious 
people as the ' Turks were, with their experience, 
courage, opulence, and that perfeverance in their un- 
dertakings which tiiea formed their diftinguifhing 
vi.>.u: .^ " ' *' -^ . ^ ;:haraaer. 
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character, might have conquered Italy, and taken pdf- 
feffion of Rome, in a very fliort time. But the weak 
Saltans ^^hich havc'fince reigned oyer them, their bad 
Qenerals, and the defects in the conftitution of their 
Government, have proved the fecurity of Chriftianity. 

The King, little aiFeded with thefe foreign events, 
waited only for the ripenin ^_of h ^<; pjreat Hefig P) ^•hcxci;^' 
queft of all t he Low Co untries^ be£inni ng with H o lland. 
The opportunity grew every day more favourable. This 
little Republic was very powerful at fea, but had no 
ftrength by land. Allied with England and Spain, and 
at peace with France, fhe relied with too much confi- 
dence on the faith of treaties, and the advantages arifing 
from an immenfe commerce. As much as her naval ar- 
mies were well difciplined and invincible, in the fame . 
proportion were her land forces irregular and defpicablc. 
Their Cavalry was compofed of burghers, who never quit- 
ted their houles, but paid fome of the dregs of the people 
toferve in their ftead. The Infantry was equally contemp- 
tible. The Officers, and even thofe who had the command 
of garrifons, were the children, or near relations of Bur- 
gomafters, bred in idlenefs and inexperience, and confi- 
dering their pofts as Priefts do their benefices. The* Peri- 
fionary John de Witt attempted to reform this abufe, buc 
did not exert himfelf fufficiently for the pbrpofe ; and this 
was one qf the great faults of this republican. 
. It was firft neceffary to detach England from ^^ ' 
Holland. This alliance once broken, the de- 
ftruftion of the United Provinces appeared to be inevi- 
table. It was not difficult for Louis XIV. to engage 
Charles II. in his defigns. The Englifli Monarch was 
indeed quite infenfible to the difgrace thrown upon his 
reign and his nation, when his fhips were burnt even in 
th^' river Thames by the Dutch fleet. He neither me- 
ditated revenge nor conqueft. He wifhed to live only for 
his pleafurcs, and to reign without controul. Whatever 
cbi^ld conduce towards thefe purpofes, was his price. 
Louis, who at that time had 'but to fpeak to be fuppli* 
cd 5yitl> rponey, promifed a confiderable fum to Cl^arles, 

J 4 \Yh^ 
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1670 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ power to raife any without the 
* con&ntof his Parliament. Thi$ fecrtt league 
between the t3WO Kings was confided to no perfon in 
France, except Madame, iifler toChar}e$ 11. ^nd wife tq 
Monfieur^ the King's only brother, to Louvois, and to 
Turenne, 

A Prinoe6 of twenty-fix years of age w^s chofen 
the' Plenipotentiary to. conclude this treaty with King 
Charles. l-iouis propofcd vifiting his new conquefts 
pf Lifle and Dunkirk, which ferved as a pretence for 
Madamc's journey to England. The pomp and gran- 
deur of the ancient Kings of Afia equalled not the 
fplendour which attended this expedition. The King 
was preceded, or followed, by thirty thoufand men ; 
•fome defigned to reinforce thegarrifons of the coikjucr'cd 
coufntries, others to be employed on the fortifications, 
and the reft to level the', roads. Louis was ,accom- 
psinied by the Queen his cor^fort, all the Princefles, and 
Jthc moft beautiful Ladies of his Court. Madame ap- 
-peared in the midft of them with diftinguilhed luftre ; 
4in4 in her heart enjoyed the fatisfadion and glory of 
this vaft parade, under which themotive of her journey was; 
concealed. It was one continued fcene of feftivity 
from St. <5ermattf s to Lifle. 

The King, who wifiied to gain the hearts of his new 
fubjedts, and to dazzle the eyes of the neighbouring 
princes, diiBFufcd his liberalities, wher^-evcr he went, 
with a profufe hand ; both gold and jewels were lavilhed 
upon every one who had the leaft pretence for being 
ladmjtted to his prefcnce. The Princefs Henrietta em- 
barked at Calais, to go and meet her brother, who 
waited her arrival at Canterbury. Charles, feduced by 
his love for his fitter, and by the bribes of France, 
figned every thing that Louis XIV. defired, and planned 
^he dcftrudion of Holland in the midft of mirth and 
ieafting. 

The lofs of Madame *, whQ iipmediate^y on her re- 
turn dred in a fuddeii and fhocking manner, oqcalioned 

* The Dutchefs of Orleans, immediately after her i-eturn tci 
franco, wza, in confeqacncf of idrinking aglafs of fuccory water, by 
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iWpicions to be thrown out ag^nft MonGeur^ . but did 
.0OC in the lead change the relblutions 6{ the two Kings. 
The fpoils of the Republic which they purpofcd to de- 
stroy, wcic already divided in the fecret treaty beJ:ween 
them, as the f rench had before divided Flanders with 
the Dutch, in 1635. Thus dp States frequentlf 
change their views, their allies, and their enemies, and 
are as frequently difappointed in all their projefts. 

The report of this approaching entcrprize began to 
jfpread abroad, but Europe liftened to it in filence. 
The Emperor, fully employed by the fedition$ in Hun- 
gary, Sweden lulled by negbciations, and Spam ever 
weak, ever flow, and irrefolute, left a free andopea 
field to the afpiring ambition of Louis XIV, 

To compleat the ruin of Holland, it was at that 
time divided into two faftions; the one, a party of fevere 
Republicans, who confidered the leaft fhadow of defpo- 
tic authority as a monfter deftruftivc to the law3 of 
humanity ; the other, a fett of moderate Republicans, 
who wilhed to invcft the young Prince of Orange, after- 
wards the celebrated William III. with all the offices of 
his anceftors. The Grand Penfionary, Johiuk Witt, 
and Cornelius, his brother, were at the head of the 
rigid fupporters of 1 jbcrry : but the young Prince's 
party began to prevail*, and the Republic, by paying 
more attention to its domeftic difturbances than to the 
ganger which threatened it from abroad, contributed 
herfelf to her own ruin. 

An extraordinary change of manners, which has 
taken place among the Chriftian States for more than 
feven hundred years paft, permitted Priefts to be 
temporal lords and warriours. Louis kept the Arch- 
bifbop of Cologne, Maximilian of Bavaria, and the 
noted Van Gale, Bifliop of Munfter and Abbe of 
iCorbie, in pay, as he did the King of England, CharlesIL 

}>er phyfician'tf direflion, feized with racking pains in her bowels, of 
which (he died. 

She was fuppofed to have fallen a facrifice to the jealoufy of her 
hn/band, who was offended at the too great intimacy (hat fubiifted 
J>etw<5en her and his brother Louis KIV4 Tranjlattr* 
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He had formerly afllfted the Dutch againft this 
Biihop, and now bribed him to crufh them. This 
was a man of a Cngular charaAer, which Hiftory 
ihould not neglcft to make known. The fonof a mur- 
derer, and born in the prifon where his father had. been 
confined for fourteen years, he rofe to be Biftiop of 
Munfter by intrigues which were favoured by Fortune. 
He was fcarcely elcfted Biftiop, when he tried to ftrip the 
city of its privileges; and meeting with refinance, bc- 
fieged it, laying wafte the country with fire and flaughtcr 
which had chofen him for its Paftor. In the fame man- 
ner did he treat his Abbey of Corbie. He 'was confi- 
.dercd as a mercenary bravo, who would fometimes 
receive money from Holland to make wai* with her 
neighbours, and fometimes fromFrance to acl againft 
that Republic. 

Sweden did not attack the United Provinces, but 
abandoned then^as foon as fhe faw the threatening ruin ; 
and renewed her treaties with France, on the condition 
of her former fubfidies. In fliort, every thing confpired 
to the deftruftion of Holland. 

It is fmgular, and worthy to be obferved, that of all 
the enemies who combined to fink this little State, not 
N^ne of them could alledge the lead pretence for war. 
It was an undertaking fimilar to the league between 
LfOuis XII. the Emperor Maximilian, and the King of 
Spain, who had formerly combined together to deftroy 
the Republic of Venice, becaufe it was rich and proud. 

The States General jn the greateft confternation wrote 
to the King to enquire of him, in the humbleft terms, 
if the preparations he was making were intended, againft 
them, his old and faitf^ful allies ? how they had offended 
him i^ and what ' reparation he 'demanded? To, which 
he replied, "That he.fhould make that ufc of his 
*^ troops which his dignity required, and for which he 
" was not accountable to any one." His Miniftcrs 
.fould give no other reafon than that the HollandGazette 
jiad l>een too infolent, and that. Van Beuning was faid to 
jiave had a. Medal ftruck, injurious to \\\t hen jur of 

Louis XIV. ^ 
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A taftc for devices was then univerfal in France, 
They had given to Louis XIV. one of the Sun, with 
thefe words, Nee pluribus impar *. It was reported that 
Van Beuning had had himfelf reprefented with a Sun, 
and thefe words for his motto : In cenfpeSu meo fttiit 
Sol\ *' At my prefence the Sun llood ftillf.*' This 
Medal never exifted. It is certain that the States 
General caufed one to be ftruck, whereon they expreffed 
all the glorious deeds of the Republic : Affertis legi^us^ 
emendatis facris^ adjutis^ defenjis^ conciliate regibus^ vin^ 
dicata marium libertate^ftabtlita orbis Europ^e quieie. *' The 
*' laws aflerted. Religion amended. Kings fuccoured, dc- 
*' fended, and reconciled^ the freedom of the feas vindi- 
'' cated, and Europe reftored to peace." They in reality 
boafted of nothing more than they had aftually done, 
yet they ordered the dye of this Medal to be broken, to 
appeafe the refentment of Louis XIV* 

The King of England, on his part, complained that 
their fleet had not ftruck or lowered their flag to an En- 
s-lifli boat: and charored them, befides, with a certain 
picture, in which Cornelius de Witt, brother to the Pen- 
fionary, was painted with all the emblems of a conqueror. 
There were fhips reprefented as taken and burnt, in the 
back-ground of the pifture. Cornelius de Witt, 
whoiin facl, had a confiderable fliare in the maritime ex- 
ploits againft England, had, indeed, permitted this trTfling 
monument to be railed to his fame; but this pidlure, 
almoft unknown, was hung in a private room where 
it was fcarcely ever feen. 

' • Not unequal to many. 
f It is true that a medal was afterwards flruck, in Holland, which 
Vvas thought to be that pf Van Beuning ; but it had no date. It re- 
prefents a battle, with the Sun darting its rays upon the combatants, 
with this motto, Sutit Solin medio C^lt. .This medal, which was coined 
at the expence of fome private perfons, was not ftruck 'till after the 
battle of .Hochilet, in 1704, and was occaiioned by thefe two lines^ 
vvhich were then current : 

Alnr in tgregio nuper certamine Jofua 
Clamwuity Sol fta gallice^ Jhlquejietit. 

Now Vaix Beunin£ was not named Tofhua, but Conrad. Voltaire, 
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The Efiglhh Minifters, who trafifmitted in writkig the 
refcntments of their King againft Holland, therein fpeci* 
fied certain abufive pidures. The Dutch, who always 
(fanilated the memorials of fore^n Miniftcrs into French, 
liaving conftrued the word ukufive into the French words 
fautifsj ironjpeurSy falfe^ or hfing^ replied, that they did 
not know what was meant by thefe lying pi&Hres. And 
indeed they never once conceived that it related to the 
above-mentioned circumftance, and therefore could not 
difcover any manner of pretence for the war. 

All that the efforts of ambition and human forefight 
could deviie for the deftrud:ion of a nation, was put in 
pradicc by Louis XIV. The hiftory of mankind fcarcely 
furniihes us with an inftance of fuch formidable prepa* 
rations being made for io fmall an expedition. Of ali 
the different conquerors who have invaded any part of 
the world, not one ever began the career of conqueft 
with fo many regular troops, and fo much money, as 
Louis employed in fubduing the petty State of the 
United Provinces. No lefs than fifty millions, which 
were worth ninety-feven millions of our prefent cur- 
rency, were expended in thefe pompous preparations. 
Thirty men of war, of fifty guns each, joined the En- 
glish fleet, confifting of an humdred fait The King, 
accompanicjd by his brother, marched at the head of 
one hundred and twelve thoufand men towards Maef* 
tricht and Charleroi, on the frontiers of Spaflifti Flan- 
ders and Holland. The-Bifhop of Munfter and the 
'Eleftor of Cologne had about twenty thoufand more. 
The Prince of Conde and Marlhal Turenne were the 
Generals of the King's army, and the Duke of Lux- 
embourg commanded \inder ihem. Vauban had the 
direftion of the fieges. Louvois was prefent in all 
places, with his ufual vigilance. 

Never was there fo magnificent an army^ and at the 
fame time fo well difciplined ; but the Kin^s houftiold 
troops, which were newly reformed, made a moft glo- 
rious appearance. They confifted of four companies of 
gardes du corps^ or body guards, each compofcd of three 
hundred gentlemen, afnon^ whoai there were a confi- 

dcrabte 
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dcrabk niHBber of young cadets, who ferved without 
pay, but were equally fubjed: to military difeiplinc wilh 
the reft -, two hundred gendafmes of the guard 5 two hun- 
dred >jght*hof fe ; five hundred moufquetaire^ ; all chofea 
gentletncfi, remarkable for their youth and handfome ap- 
pearance ; twelve companies of gendarmerie, fince aug- 
mented to the number of fixteen ; even the Hundred- 
Swifs regiment accompanied the King on this occafioh, 
and the royal regiment of French and Swifs guard* 
mounted before the houfe or the tent he occupied. Thefe 
troops, the greater part covered wi|:h gold and filver, 
were at once the objeft of terror and admiration to » 
people who were ftrangers to all kind of magnificence ; 
and the exadt difcipline which was kept up in his army, 
made it appear in a different light to any that had yet 
been feen. 

There were at that time no Infpciflors of the horfc 
and foot, as there have befeii fincc ; but thefe offices 
were .then performed by two men who were Angular in 
their way. Martinet * put the infantry upon the footing 
ef the difcipline in -which we now fee it 5 and the Cheva* 
lierde Fourilles did the fame with the cavalry. Martinet 
had, a y«ar before, introduced the ufe of the bayonet ift 
ibn^ regini6nts : before him, it had never been made ufe 
of in a con^nt or uniform manner. This laft effort, of^ 
what perteips is the moft terrible of the whole military 
art, wafi already known, but had been little pradifed,; 
beca^fe fpears were ftiil much in ufe. This fame officer 
likewife invented copper boats for bridges, which might 
eafily be tranfported in waggons, or on the backs of 
mi>k». The King, fecure of fuccels and glory from alP" 
thefe advantages, carried along with hira an Hiftorian to- 
write his conquefts. This was Peiifibn, of whom men- 
tion has been- made, in the article of Polite Arts; a per* 
fon more capable 'of writing well, than of avoiding 
flattery. 

What advanced the ruin of Holland ftill more, was, 
rf^at the Marquis de Louvois had fccretly employed the 

* Hence all ftrifl difciplinaiians have been diitinguilhed by the 
*anae of Martinets, ^ranjlator^ 

Count 
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Count de Benthem to purchafc from themfelvcs a great 
part of the ammunition defigned for their own deftrudlion, 
and by this means had disfurniflicd their magazines. It 
is not in the Icaft furprifing that their merchants ihould 
have fold thefe military ftores before a declaration of war, 
-when they fell them every day to their enemies, during 
the mcft defperate con tells! 'Tis known to every one 
that a merchant of that country formerly replied to 
Prince Maurice, who reprehended him for fuch a traffic, 
*' My Lord, if I could by fea carry on an advantageous 
^ trade with Hell, I would run the hazard of fcorching 
my fails there." But what is 1-eally furprifing is, that 
they have afferted in print that the Marquis de Louvois 
went himfclf in difguife, to tranfaft this bufinefs in Hol- 
land, How. could any one invent a ftory fo abfurd, or 
imagine an attempt fo hazardous and fo unnecefiary 
too ? 

Againft Conde, Turenne^ Luxembourg, Vauban, an 
army of one hundred and thirty thoufand men, a power- 
ful train of artillery, and immenfe fums of njoaey to 
bribe the fidelity of thofe who commanded garrifon- 
towns, what had the .-Republic of Holland to oppofc ? 
A young Prince of a weakly confl:itution, who had never 
fcen a battle or a fiege, and about twenty -fiv<; thoufand 
bad foldiers, which were all the ftrength of the country. 
William, Prince of Orange, who was about twenty-two 
years old, had lately been elefted. Cap tain- General of 
the land-forces, by the voice of the nation. John de 
Witt, the Great Penfionary, was obliged to confentto 
it. This Prince, under the Dutch phlegm. nouriftied 
^n ardent ambjtion of glory, which ever afterwards 
^ manifefted itfelf in his conduft, without ever betraying 
itfelf in his difcourfe. He was of a cold and feverc 
difpofition, but of an adive and penetrating genius. 
His courage, which never defponded, fupportc^d his 
feeble and languid body under fatigues which feemed 
above his ftrength, He was valiant without oftenta- 
tion, ambitious tho' an enemy to pomp, and endowed 
by nature with a phlegmatic obftinacy..formedfoir com- 
batmg ^dverfity. He delighted in war an^ ppliiics, and 

was 
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was equally aftranger to the joys of fociety, or the plea- 
fures attendant upon greatnefs ; in a word, he was in 
almoft every refpe<St the reverfc of Louis XIV. 

He was unable at firft to make head agaiaft the tor- 
rent which overflowed his country. His forces were 
incdnfiderable, and even his authority was greatly limited 
by the States, The whole power of France was ready 
to fall upon Holland, which had no refources. The im- 
prudent Duke of Lorraine, who endeavoured to raife 
troops in order to join his fortune with that of the 
Republic, had juft beheld his country feized upon by 
the French troops with as much facility as they can 
poffefs themfelves of Avignon, on any quarrel with the 
papal fee. ., ^ 

In the mean time the King caufcd his armies to ad- 
vance, on the fide of the Rhine,, into thofe countries 
which border upon. Holland, Cok)gne, and Flanders, 
He ordered money to be diftributed among the inhabi- 
tants of all the villages, to compenfate for the damages 
occafioned by the march of his troops through tiiem. 
If any gentleman made the leaft complaint to him, he 
was fure of being difmiffed with a prefent. An Envoy 
being fent from the Governor of the Netherlands to 
make a reprefentation of fome diforders committed by 
the foldiers, the King with his own hand prefented himi 
with his picture, richly fet in diamonds, and valued at 
above twelve thoufand franks* This behaviour attraded 
the admiration of the people, and augmented their re- • 
fpeft for his power. 

The Kiag was at the head of his houfliold, and a 
body of his choiceft troops, which amounted to thirty 
thoufand men. Turenne had the command under him, ^ 
The Prince of Conde was likewife - at the Kead of as 
Itrong an army. The other corps, commanded alter- 
nately xyf Luxembourg and Chamilli, formed ocoi- 
fionally fcparate armies, wliich could all join one another 
in cafe of neceffity. 

The campaign was opened by the fiege'of four towns 
at once, Rhinbetg, Orfoi, Wefel, and Burick ; names 
which merit a place in hillbry only on account of this 

event. 



Mi% THE AGE OF LOUTS XIV. 

event Thefe were all taken, almoft as foon. as thcjr 
were invcftcd. Rhinbcrg, which the King thought pro- 
per to befiege in perfon, did not wait the difcharge of a 
iingle cannon ; and, in order to make more furc of its 
ftduftion, means had been found to corrupt the Lieute- 
nant of the garrifon, one Dofleri, ^an Irifliman, who, 
after having been bafe enough to fell his truft, was fo 
imprudent as to retire to Maeftricht, where the Prince 
of Orange puniflicd his treachery with death. 

All the ftrong holds upon the Rhine and the Iffcl fur- 
tendered. Some of the Governors fent the keys of their 
towns as foon as they perceived one or two fquadrons of 
the French appear in fight. Several Officers fled from 
the places where they were in garrifon, even before the 
enemy had entered their territories ; in Ihort, the con- 
fternation was general. The Prince of Orange had not 
a fufficient force to take the field. All Holland pre- 
pared to fubmit to the yoke, as foon as the King fliould 
crofs the Rhine. The Prince of Orange caufcd lines to 
be drawn^ wi^h the utmoft hafte, on the other fide the 
river ; and even after he had, done this^ he was fenfible 
how impoffible it was for him to defend them. Nothing 
now remained but to difcover, if poffible^ in what part 
the French intended to throw over a bridge, in order to 
oppofe their paffage. In faft, it was the King's intention 
to pafs the river on a bridge of thofe little copper boalts 
contrived by Martinet. At that time the Prince of 
Conde had received information from fome of the coun- 
try-people, that the drynefs of the feafon had formed a 
ford on a branch of the Rhine, near an old caftle, which 
ferved as an office for the toll-gatherers, and was called 
Toll HtdSy or, the Toll-houfe. The King ordered this ford 
to be founded by the Count de Guichc. According to 
Peliflon, who was an eye-witnefs to the whole, and 
which was fince confirmed to me by the inhabitants, 
^here was not above twenty paces to fwim over, in t\it 
midil of this arm of the river. This was in fa<5l no- 
thing, for a number of horfes a-breaft entirely broke the 
current of the water, which was of itfelf very weafc^ 
'1 he landing on the oppofite fide was very eafy^ as \^ 

■' " was* 
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was defended only by four or five humh-ed horfemen, 
and two weak regiments of foot, without any cannon; 
The French artillery played upoa thofe in flank, while 
the houfhold troops, and fome of the beft of the ci- 
valry, crofied the river without any hazard, to the nunl- 
ber of .fifteen thoufand men. 

The Prince of Conde' crofied at the fame time, in one 
of the copper boats. Some few Dutch Officers, who at 
firft made a fhow of advancing into the water in order 
to oppolie their landing, betook thenifelves to flight the 
inflant the French troops dncw near the ihore, unable to 
fl:and before the multitude which came pouring upoTi 
them. The foot immediately laid down their arms, and 
called for quarter. This pafiage was efledted with the 
lofs only of Count Nugent, and a few horfemen, who 
were drowned by mifiing the ford % and there 
would not have been a migie life loft that day, gLV.* 
had it not been for the imprudence of die 
youilg Duke of Longueville, who being, as it is faid» 
overheated with wine, fired his piftol at fdme of the 
enemy's people, who had laid down their arms and wefe 
begging their lives, crying out, " Give the fcoundrels 
" no quarter •,** and drawing his trigpr, fliot an Officer 
dead.. Upon this the Dutch infantry, in a fit of defpair, 
inftantly flew to their arms and made a general difcharge, 
by which the Duke of Longueville himfclf was killed. 
A Captain. of their horfe, named Oflimbrouk, who had 
not fled with the reft, rode up to the Prince of Cond% 
• who was juft got pn*fliore, and going to n?«)unt his 
horfe, and aimed his piftol at his head. The Prince 
turned the weapon afide with his hand, and received 
only a wound in his wrift; which was the only one he 
ever received in all his campaigns. The French imme- 
diately fell f^ord in hand upon this fmall body, which 
began to fly on all fu'es. In the mean time the King 
crofied the river with the reft of the army, on a bridge 
of boats. . 

Such was the pafiage of the Rhine ; an adtion which 

made a great noife, was fingOlar In its kind, and was 

celebrated at that time as one of thofe great t vents 

Vol. I. K which 



J^o THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 

which ought to remain in the memory of mankind. The 
air of greatnefs with which the King performed all his 
anions, the rapid fiisefs of his viftories, the glory of 
his rcign^ the adqlation of his courtiers, and, laflly^ 
the fondnefs which the common people, cfpecially 
thqfe of Paris, have in general for every thing that ap» 
pears extraordinary, joined to that ignorance of military 
operations, which prevails among thofe who pafs a life 
oi* idjenefs in great cities, made this paflage of the 
Rhine be looked upon as a prodigy, which is ftill fpc^en 
cof with admiration. It was the common opinion, that 
^the whole army had fwam acrois the river in prefence of 
xhc enemy entrenched on 'the oppofite fide, and in de- 
fiance of: the fire from an impregnable fortrefs called 
« the Tall Huts. It is. a certain truths that the enemy them- 
felves were -taken J3y furpriie, in this affair^ and that li 
they had had a body of good nroops on the other fide of 
the river,- the. attempt would have been extremely dan- 
.gerous. 

As foon as the FreiKh army had pafled the Rhine, k 
:took Doelhourg, Zutphen, Arnheim, Nofemburg, 
Nimeguea» Shenk, Bommel, Crevecceur, &c. and thejire 
was fcarcely an hour in the day in which the King drd 
not receive the news of fome,frefii conqueft. An Officer, 
named Mazcl^ fent MonfieurdeTurenneword, ^^That 
*^ if he would fend him fifty borie, he would engage to 
•' make himfelf mafter df two or three places/' 

The inhabitants of Utrecht fent the keys of their city 
to the conqueror, and it capituiated, together with the 
whole province which bears its name. Louis 
1672*^' made his entry into this city ia triumph, ac- 
companied by his High-almoner, his ConfeiTor, 
and the titular Bifliop of Utrecht. The high church 
was with great folemnity delivered up to the Catholics ; 
and the Bifhop.of Utrecht, who had hitherto only held 
the empty title, was now for a little timr put into pof- 
feflion pf the real dignity. Th^ religion of Louis XIV. 
conquered, as well as his arms. It was a right which he 
had acquired over Holland, in the opinion of the Ca- 
iKoUc§, 
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The Province of tJirecht, Overyflcl, and Gueldres, 
l¥crc reduced, and Amfterdam only waited die hoar of 
its flavery or deftruftfon, Thfe Jews who are fettled 
there made intereft with Gourville, the Prince of Conde*s 
confident, and chief manager of his affairs, to accept 
of two millions of florins, to favc them from being 
plundered. 

Naerden, which is in the neighbourhdod of Amfter- 
dam, was already taken. Four horfemcn, who were 
on a marauding party, advanced to the very gates of 
Muyden, which is not above a mile from Amfterdam, and 
where the fliiices are fixed by which the country may be 
laid under water. The magiftrates, ftrucic with a panic 
at the fight of thefe four foldicrs, came out and offered 
them the keys of the town ; but at length perceiving 
that no other troops came up, they took back the kcys^ 
and Ihut the gates again *. A moment's diligence more 
would have put Amfterdam into the King's hands. 
This capital once taken, not only the Republic itfclf 
muft have fallen, but there would no longer have been 
*fuch a Republic as Holland, and even the country itfelf 
would have been annihilated. 

Some of the richeft families, and thofe who were molt 
zealous lovers of liberty, were preparing to Ry to the 
extremity of the globe, and embark for Batavia. There 
was a<5tually a lift made out of the (hipping fit for un^- 
dertaking this voyage, and a calculation of the numbers 
they would carry j when it was found, that fifty thou- 
fand families might be thus tranfported into their new 
country. Holland then would have ejcifted only in the 
farther end of the Eaft-lndies s its provinces in Europe, 
which purchafe their corn with the riches they import 
from Afia, and which fubfift: wholly upon their com- 
merce^ and their liberty, if I miiy ufe that expreflion, 
would have been almofk in an inllant depopulated and 
ruined. Amfterdam, the mart and warchoufe of Eu- 
rope, where three hundred thoufand perfons arc daily 
- • *- . • 

* TKe caille or citadel of May den was preferved by a female fer- 
v4nc, who railed up the draw- bridge i, and f«^ prevented the Irench 
ib-a^gglcrs fiom tak'og pofTeflion of it. 
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employed in cultivating arts and trade, , would have 
become one vaft marfli. All the lands round about re-* 
quire an immenfe expence, and thoufands of men to 
raife their dykes : thofe would, in all probability^ have 
been dripped at once of their inhabitants and riches^ 
and at length buried in the fea, leaving to Louis XIV. 
only the deplorable glory of having dellroyed the moft 
Angular and moft beautiful monument o£ human in- 
duftry in the world. 

The diftreffes of the State were ftfU farther encreafed 
by the divifions which commonly arife among unfortu- 
nate people, who impute to each other the pubHc ca- 
lamities. The Grand Penfionary, De Witt, thought there 
was no other way left to fave what remained of his 
wretched country, but by fuing to the victors for peace. 
Full of a republican fpirit, and jealous of his perfonal 
authortty^ he ever dreaded the aggrandizement of the 
Houfe of Orange, ftill more even than the conquefts of 
the Freqch King. On this account he had obliged the 
Prince of Orange himfelf to fwear to the obfervance of 
a perpetual. ediA, by which he was excluded from the 
Stadtholderihip. Honour, authority, party-fpirit, and. 
felf^ixtiefeft^ all concurred to make Dc Witt a ftrenuous 
afiertCMT of this oath ; preferring rather to fee his country 
filbdued by a vidorious King, ihan under fubjedion ta 
a Stadtholder. 

The Prince of Orange, on his fide, more ambitious 
than De Witt, but as much attached to his country, more 
pacient under public calamities, and hoping every thing 
from time and his own unfliaken conjftancy, tried all 
means to obtain the Stadtholderlhip, and oppofed a 
peace with equal vehemence The States, however, 
came to a refolution to fue for it, in fpitc of the Prince ; 
but he was railed to the Stadtholderlhip, in fpite of 
DeWitt*. . . ' 

Four Deputies arrived in the King*s camp, to implore 
1672. niercy in the name of a Republic, who. fix. 
months before looked upon itfclf as the 

• He was made Stadtholder the firft of July. How could' La 
Beaumelle pretend to fay, in his furreptitious Edition of the Age of 
Louis XIV. that he was only appointed General -and Admiral ? 
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arbiter 6f Kings, Louis's Minifters did not receive the 
Deputies with that French politentfs, which blends the 
mildnefs of civility with the feverity of govcrnn^nt. 
Louvois, who was of an haughty and arrogant difpofi* 
tion, and feemed better fuited to ferve his mafter well, 
than to make him beloved, received the fuppliants in a 
difdainful qianner, and even with infuiting raillery. 
They were obliged to attend, fevcral times, before the 
King would deign to make his pleafure known to them. 
At length they were told, that his Majefty expefted the 
States-General fhouldgive up all the peaces they were in 
pofleffion of on the other fide of the Rhine, with Ni- 
meguen, and feveral other towns and forts in the heart 
of their country ; that they Ihould pay him twenty mil- 
lions of livres ; that the French fhould be ma(lers of 
tranfponing merchandize on all the principal roads in 
Holland, both by land and water, without ever paying 
any duty ; that the Roman-Catholic religion fhould be 
every where eftablifhed ; that the Republic Ihould fend 
an extraordinary embaffy to the French Court every 
year, together with a golden medal, on which fhould be 
engraved a legend, importing that they held their freedom 
of Louis XIV.; laftly, that they fhould make fatisfaft ion 
• to the King of England, and the Princes of the Em- 
>ire, the Eleftor of Cologne and the Bifhop of Mun-- 
:er, who had joined in the defolation of their country, 

A peace on thefe conditions, which were litrle betw 
than articles of flavery, appeared infupportaWc. The 
haughtinef$ of the conqueror infpired the vanquifhed 
with a defperate courage, and it \(ras unanimoufly r^- 
folved to die fword in hand/ The hearts and hopes of 
every one were now fixed upon the Prince of Orange^ 
The populace grew furious againfl the Grand Pen fionary, 
who had fue4 for peace. The Prince by his politics^ 
and his party by their animofity, increaied the ferment* 
An attempt was made upon the Grand Penfionary's life; 
and afterwards his brother Cornelius was acculed of a 
defign to murder the Prince, and was put to the rack. 
In '' the midft of his tortures he repeated the beginning 
of this Ode of Horace, Jujium &f tmacem fropojiti vi- 
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rum ^, &c. which perfcdly well fuited with his condition 
and courage, and which may be thus trandated, for the 
fa)(e of thofe who do not underftand Latin ; 

The m%VL refblved, and fleady to Vis truftt 
JDflexibltf to ni, and obflinately juil, 
M^y the rode rabble*! infblence defpiie* 
Their fenfelefs clamours^ and torn ultuoot cries I 

Thf tyrant's fiercenefi he beguiles, ^ 

And the ilern brow, and the harfii voice defies, 

And with fuperior greatnefs fmiles. ..£i 

Not the rough whirlwind that deforms 
Adria's black gulf, and v^mt^ it with ftorzns. 
The (lobbom virtue of his fou! can move; 
^kor the red arm of angiy Jove, 

That d«rts the thuilder from the ^y, 

Ard give$ it rage to raa^, and ftreugth to fly. 
Should the whole frame of Nature round him breaks 

in ruin and confofion hurled. 
He anconeerned would hear the mighty crack. 

And Aapdfeaure amidft a falling world f. 

• 

At length the two brothers were maffacrcd at the 

. Hague, by the mad multitude, after one of 

tb72^* them had governed the State above nineteen 

years with the moft unfpotted integrity, anrf 

the other had defended it by his fword. I he moft 

Shocking cruelties which could enter into the imagina* 

tion of a furious popuUce, were cxercilcd upon their 

-dead bodies, Thefe barbarities are common in all 

nations; the French themfelves had exercifed them upon 

the Marflial d'Ancre, Admiral Coligni, $cc, for the 

populace is almoft every where the fame. They wreaked 

their vengeance upon all the Penfionary's friends : even 

De Ruyier himfelf, the Republic's Admiral, and who 

was the only one who fought her battles with fucccfs, 

had his houfe furrounded by aira(rin& at Amfterdam. 

In the njidft of thefe , difordcrs and defolatipns, the 
Magiftrates g^yc an example of integrity rarely met 

• Ode III. Lib. Iir. 

t The Ode extends to fixty-four lines farther ; but this is full as 
much as a man can be fuppcfed to have repeated; on the rack. 

with 
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with but in Republics *. Thofe private pcrfons who 
Were pQiTefitd of Bank-notes, ran in crouds co the Bank 
of Amfterdam, apprehending that the public ftock had 
been broken in upon, and every one ^as for being paid 
with the little money fuppofed to be left. The Ma-. 
giftrates immediately ordered the vaults to be opened^ 
where this . treafure is kept^ when it was found entire^ 
as it had been depofited there above fixty. years pad:. . 
The money was ftill black and difcoloured with the 
fire which had burnt down the town-houfe, feveral years 
before. The Bank-notes had been negociated till chat 
time, and the money had never been touched: every 
one was then paid in cafli, who chofe to receive it. Sa 
much integrity, and fo powerful a refource, was at that 
time the more admirable^ as Charles 11. of England, 
not latisfied with the money he had received from France, 
and wanting a farther fupply to carry on his war againft 
the.Duitcb, and anfwer theexpence of his pleafures, had 
lately, become bankrupt* If it was fhameful in this 
Monarch, thus to violate public faith, it was the more 
glortot:fl in^the Magiftrates of Amfterdam to preferve it, 
;^tacimbwhe]ft they -might have had a plaufible excufe 
for a failure. 

To this republican virtue they added that courageou^. 
ipirit, which has recouric to the utmoil: extremities in 
irremedial^le evils. They ordered the dykes which keep 
out thefcA to be thrown down, l^he country-feats, 
whifh^ar^ in prodigious numbers about Amfterdam, the 
villages^ > and the neighbouring cities of Leyden and 
Pelft, were, in an inftaiit laid under water. The peafant 
beheld:, his flocks drowned in the pafturcs, without once 
murmuring. Amfterdam ftood like a vaft fortrefs in the 
«iidft of the waves^ encircled by fhips of war^ which 
had wat^r enough to ride all round the city<jt\The peo- 
ple fuffiered great want ; they were in particular diftrcffed 
for frelh water, which fold for fix lous the pint*, but 
thcfe extremities feemed lefs grievous than flavery. It 

• Why fo partial to Repablics^? U there neither honour or honefly 
in Monarchies ? This compliment was written, probably, for the meri- 
dian of Geneva. 
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j«- worihy- of obfcrvation, that Holland, thus diffrefied 
bjr laiid, and no longer a State, ftiil reuined its power 
at fea^ which was this nation's true element. 
1 When Louis XiV. was^rrdffing the Rhine, and rc- 
docing.tbreaprovinccs, the Dutch Admiral, Dc Ruyter, 
\5rith an hundred fail of men of war, and about fifty 
ftrc-ftiips, I'ailed for the Englilh coaft,* in queft of the 
cbmbined; fleets of the two, fovcreigns ; who, notwith- 
ftanding they had united their forces by fea, were not 
abk to. fit out a naval armament fuperior to that of the 
Dutch. The Englifh and Dutch fought like people 
aipcuftojned to difputc the empire of the fea with, each 
other. This battle, which was fought near 
-i^Jb? Solcbay, . lafted a whole day. Ruyter, who 
, * made.die fignal for beginning the engagement^ 
s^ttacked the. Englifh Admiral's fhip, in which was the 
Duke of Yark,rthe King's brother. -De Ruyter eaiAed 
411 the glory of this, fingle combat * ; the Duke of York 
was obliged to.' '^o on bpard 4nother fhip, and nerer 
faced the: Diuch Admiral afterwards. The French 
iquadron, confifting of ^ thirty (hips, had little fhare in 
this -adidn ; and io depfive was the fortune of this day, 
that it put the coaft of Holland out of danger. 
a: After this battle, Dc Ruyter, notwithftanding the 
tears and oppo&tidn of his countrymen, convoyed the 
fleet from the Eaft-Indies fafc into the Texel •, thus dc- 
^ending-and enriching his country on one fide, while fhe 
was falling toxuin on the other. The Dutch even kept 
up their commerce^ and no coloufs but theirs were to be 
fs^n in the Indiaiv feas. One day tlie French Conful 
telling th(^ King of Perfia, that his mafter, 1 puis XIV. 
h^ conquered ahnofi: all Holland ^ M How cah that be, 
V. (replied the Monarch; whehtherfr is now In the port 
of Ormvls f»«rity Dutch ihips, for one I'rench ?** 
', The Printc of Orange, however, had the ambition 
of bqing a good citizen.^ 'He rnade an offer to the State 
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• There could be no glory loft on either fide ; for the Dnke did not 
quit hk fhip 'tilt- fii^ wis di fabled, -and'De Royter declared that thif 
was the. moil obiUnate of two*and-thiny a^io^s in .which he had beea 
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of the revenues of his poifts, and of all his private for- 
tune, towards the fupport of the common ca'ufe. He 
overfiovred all the pafles by which the French could pe- 
netrate into the reft of the country. By his prompt and 
fecret negotrations he raifed the Emperor, the Empire, 
the Spanifh Council, and the government of Flanders, 
ftom their lethargy : he even difpofed the Englifli Court 
to liften to peace. In a word, Louis had entered Hol- 
land only in May, and by the month of July all Europe 
was in confederacy againft him. 

• Monterey, Governor of Flanders, fent a few regi* 
Oients privately to the afliftance of the United Provin- 
ces. The Emperor Leopold's Council lik^wife dif- 
patched Montecuculi, at the head of twenty ^^houfand 
mcn\ and the Elector of Brandenbourg took the field 
with, twenty.five thoufand troops, whom he kept -in his 
own pay. 

- The King now quitted his army, as there July 
were no more conqucfts to be made in a coun- '672: 
try that was overflowed. It was -even become difficult 
to keep the Provinces which had been conquered. 
JLouis was defirous of gaining* glory-, but not being will- 
ing to purchafe'it at the expence of indefatigable labour, 
he loft it again. Contented with having taken fuch a 
number of places in the fpace of two months, and leav- 
ing Turenne and Luxembourg to finiih the war, he re- 
turned to St. Germain's, about the middle of the fum- 
mcr, to enjoy his triumphs. Bur while his lubjefts.werc 
every where erecting monuments of his conquefts, the 
Powers of Europe were at work to fnatch theai out of his 
hands. ^ 
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Holland evacftated. Francbe Comte conquered afecond Time. 

WE think it neceffary to advertife chofe who may 
read this work, that they are to remember it is 
not a bare relation of campaigns, but rather an hiftory 

of 
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of the manners of mankind. There are already a fofB- 
cicnt number of books filled with the minme partkulara 
of military aftions, and details of human 'r3:gc.And mife- 
ry*. The dcGgn of this Eflay is to dcfcrilbc-^ principal 
chara&ers of thcfe revolutions, and to pafs^rcr the mulr 
titude of trifling fafts, in order to fet to .view thofe only 
which arc confiderable, and Cif it is poffible) the fpirit 
by which they were aftilatcclc , . 

France had now arr.ived at the pinnacle of its glory.. 
The name of her Generals imprinted awe. Her Minify 
ters were confidered in a ftrpcfiQr light to the Counfellors 
of other Princes ; and Louis w.^ iii.ieC<3cl, thefo^eKing^ 
in Europe. The Emperor Leopold never appeared in 
MfL his armies ; Charles II. King of Spain; .was . in liis infant- 
cy 'y and the King of England Ihewcd no aftivity in his 
charaAer, except in the purfuit of pleajqrie. 

Every one of thefe Princes and their Minifters com*^ 
mitted great overiights. England aded agf inft jthe pcin* 
ciples of all ftate policy, in unitinjg with France, .tar 
ftrengthen a power that it was her intfireft to keep weala* 
The Emperor, the Empire, and the Miniftry of Spain> 
were guilty dffl ill greater indifcretion, in rtot joining to- 
gether to refift this torrent, at the beginning. In ftK>rt» 
Louis himfelf committed as great an error as any of the 
reft, in not purfuing fuch eafy conquefts with more ra^ 
pidity. 

Conde and Turennc advifed him to demollfli the 
greateil part of the place/s he had taken from the Dutch, 
They told him that it is not by garrifons that countries 
arc conquered, but by armies ; and that after fecuring 
one or two fortified towns, for the convenience of a- re*; 
treat, he fliould not delay a moment to compleat his' 
conqueft. Louvois, on the contrary, was for fortifying 
and garrifoning every place they gotpofleffion of. This 
was his genius, and the King's fcntiment concurred with 
his. 
A, Louvois had by this means more ofiices to difpofc 
of. It extended the power of his miniftry, and grarified 
his vanity, at the fame time^ to thwart the twogreateft 
Generals of the age, , Louis took his advice, arid decei. 
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'sred himfclf, as he afterwards confeflcd. , He fuffered the 
favourable minute to efcape him for fei2]ng the Capital of 
Holland -, heenfceblcd his army by occupying too many 
places s and afforded the enemy time* for breathinjg. A 
hiftory of the greateft Princes is often bur a recital of 
human errox^. 

After the departure of the King> affairs aflumed an- 
other afpeft. Turenne was obliged to march towards 
Weftphalia, to oppofc the Imperialilts. Monterey, Go- 
vernor of Flanders, without the timid Spanifti Council 
avowing it^ reinforced the fmall army of the Prince of 
Orange with about ten thoufand men« which enabled 
him to keep his ground againft the French till the win- 
ten It was enough even to hold Fortune at bay, for 
the prefent. . 

At length the winter arrived, and the overflowed 
country of Holland was covered with ice. Luxem- 
bourg, who commanded in Utrecht, attempted a new 
fpccies of war^ before unknown to the French, and 
threw Holland into an unforefeen kind of danger, as 
alarming as any it had before experienced. 

'He aflemblcd together, one night, about twelve 
thoufand infantiiy, drawn from the neighbouring garri- 
ibns, whofe Ihocs he had ordered to be froft-fhod. At the 
^head of this body of men he fet out^ and directed his 
march over the ice, towards Leyden and the Hague* 
A thaw comes on, and ^vcs the Hague* His army fur- 
rounded by water, having neither road nor visuals, was 
in a mod forlorn fituation. There was no way to get 
back to Utrecht but by marching over a narrow mar0iy 
dike, where four men could hardly walk a-breaft ; nor 
Was there any gaining this pafs, but by atucking a 
fort, which feemed impregnable without artillery. If 
this redoubt had held out only one day, the whole army 
' mud have perifhed through hunger and fatigue. Lux* 
embpurg was without refource*, but Fortune, who had 
proteftcd the Hague, faved his army alfo, by the cowar* 
dice of the Governor of the fortrcfs, who abandoned 
his poft, without any apparent necefl5ty. There are 
g' number of cvcnt§. in war, a$ Well as ja civil life, 

which 
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which are not to be accounted for. This was one of 

them. 

All the fruit of this enterprize was an aftion of cruelty, 
which completely rendered the French name odious in 
this country. Bodcgrave and Swammerdam, two confi- 
derable villages, rich and populous, and as large as fome 
of our middling towns, were abandoned to the plunder 
of the troops, as a recompence for their fatigue. They 
fct both the towns on fire, and by the light of their flames 
rioted in- debauchety and barbarity. 

It is matter of furprize, that the French foldiery fliould 
be fuch barbarians, when we re fleft that they tvere com- 
manded by fo great a number of Officers, whodeferved- 
ly bear the charafter of equal bravery and humanity. 
'I'his pillage was fo exaggerated, that, above forty years 
after the eve«t, I faw Dutch books, printed for the ufe of 
Teading-fchools, in= which the ftory was related, to im-? 
prefs tlie rifinggcneratidn withahatred againft the French. 
. In the mean time the- King was aftive intheca- 

binc:s of all the Princes, by negociations. He 
brought over the Duke of Hanover% The Eleftor of 
Brandenburg, on engaging in the war, concluded a treaty, 
which lie foon after infringed. In every Court of Ger- 
many Louis had his penfioners. His emiflaries foment- 
ed in Hungary the difturbances that had arifen in the 
Froviaices by the feverity of the Council of Vienna. 
I^arge fums were fent into England, to indute Charles 11. 
io enter into a fecond war with Holland, in fpiteof the 
dilcontents of the whole nation, which relented its being 
rendered an inftrimient towards the aggrandizement of 
Louis XlV. whom it ought rather to have humbled. 

All Europe was difturbcd by the arms and intrigues of 
Louis. He could not, however, prevent the Empe- 
ror, the Empire, and Spain, from entering into alliance 
with the Dutch, and openly making a declaration of war 
againtt him. He had fo far reverlcd the courfe of poli- 
tics, that the Dutch, who were his natural allies, were 
become the friends of the Houie of Auftria. The Em- 
peror Leopold fupplied his quota Qowly, but expreffed 
^reat animofity againft the French. It is faid, that go- 
ing 
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irtgto Egra"*, to review the ^troops he had alTembkd 
there, he received the communion at one of his ftages» and 
after the fervice took the crucifix in his hand, and appeal- 
cd to God for the juftice of his caufe. At the time of the 
Grufades, fuch a piece of religious folemnity might have 
had its efFeft ; but Leopold's invocation did not arreft 
the progrcfs of the arms of France. 

It was foon apparent how much his marine had beea 
improved. Inftead of thirty veflels, which had, the year 
before, been added to the Engiifli fleet, he now fupplied 
forty fail, exclufive of fire-fhips. His naval officers. 
had been inftrufted by the Englifti in the expert ma- 
noeuvres with which they fought their enemies the Dutch. 
It was the Duke of York, afterwards James II. who fiVft > 
invented the art of communicatmg orders at fea, by the 
different fignals of the flags. Before this time the 
French knew nothing of the method of arranging a fleet 
in a line of battle. Their experience cbnfilled only in 
fighting one fliip againftanother,but not m bringing fqua- 
drons to aft. in concert together, and to perform at lea 
all the evolutions of an army at land, where the feparate 
corps are brought reciprocally to fuftain and fuccour 
each other. They might in this inftance be properly 
compared to the Romans, who in one year learned trom- 
the Carthaginians the art of fighting at fea, ind at once 
became equal to their mafl:«rs. 

The Vice- Admiral D'Etrees, and his Lieutenant Mar- 
tel, did honour to the military induftry of tlie French 
nation^ in three fucceflive naval engagements, fought in 
the nxonth of June, between the Dutch fleet 
and the united fquadrons of France and and^zrs'?^* 
England. Admiral Ruyter exceeded him- ' ^ 

felf in thefe three aftions, D'Etrees v/rote thus 
to Colbert : " I would willingly have loft my life 
•* to have gained the glory that Ruyter has acquired ;'* 
and D'Etrees as well deftrved the fame compliment 
from Ruyter. The bravery and conduft were fo equally 

• A City in Bohemia. 

matched 
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matched on both fides, that it w^ doubtful \irhicft 
had a right to claim the Viftory. 

Louis having made the French good failof^ by the 
aflSftance of CC)lbert, improved the art of field- war by 
the help of Vauban. He went in peffon to befiege 
Maeftricht, juft at the trme of thefe three naval aftions. 
This town was to him the key of the Low-Countric» 
and the United Provinces* The place was well defend- 
ed by a brave Governor, whofe name was Farjaux, born- 
in France, who had been firft in the Spanifh fervice, and 
then paired into that of the Dutch. The garrifon con^ 
fitted of five hundred men. 

Vauban, who conduced the fifcge, here made ufc of 
the parallels, for the firft time, invented by the Italiaa 
engineers in the fervice of the Turks before Candia- 
To thefe he added the place of arms, that is made in 
trenches for arranging troops in battle array, and to 
rally them the better, in caie of a fally. Louis (hewed 
himfelf more exafl'and laborious in diis fiege, ,than he 
had ever done before. He accuftomed his Officers, by 
his own example, to endure toil with patience ^ thereby 
vindicating them from the charge formerly urged againfl: 
the nation, of being foldiers of an impetuousr 

167*?* ^P^**^g^* but incapable of enduring fatigue. 

Maeftricht furrendered in about eight days. 
For the better eftablilhment of military difciplinct be 
made ufe of a fcvcrity which was thought carried to ex^ 
cefs. The Prince of Orange, who had at firft only Offi- 
cers without emulacion, and foldiers without courage, ta 
oppofe to the rapidity of thefe conquefts, had formed 
them at length to difcipline by the force of "rigour, de- 
livering over to the executioner every man that quitted 
his poft. The King alfo made ufc of feverity, the very 
firft place he loft. 

A very gallant officer, named Du-Pas, fur- 

J673/** rendered Naerden to the Prince of Orange. 

He had, indeed, ftood a fiege of pi>ly foi>f 

days; but then he did not give up the place till after a 

warm adStion, which held five hours, upon bad works^ 

and to avoid a general aflault, which fo feeble and dif- 

heartencd 
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heartened a garrifbn was unable to fuftain. The King, 
provoked at the firft affront his arms bad fuffcred, fen* 
tenced Du-Pas to be led through the town of Utrecht 
with a (hovel in his hand, and to have his fword brokt 
before his face *. A needlefs ignominy for French Offi- 
cers, who are too fenfible of glory, to ne^d their being 
governed by a fear of ftamc -f . 

It is to be obferved, however, that by a Command- 
ant's commiflion, he is obliged to fuftain three aifaults ; 
but this is among the laws that arc never regarded -f 4 
Du-Pas, the following year, fell at the Begeof the little 
town of Grave, whither he went a volunteer. His cou- 
rage and his death ought to haveimprefled the Marquis 
de Louvois with regret, who was the advifer of his too 
fevere treatment. Sovereign power may ufe a brave man 
^ ill, but fhould never difhonour him. 

The attentions of the Kin^, the talents of Vauban, 
the fcverity and vigilance ot Louvois, the experience 
and military knowledge of Turcnne, theadivity and in- 
trepidity of the Prince of Conde ; all thefe together wer^ 
not able to repair the error that had been committed in 
weakening the army, by keeping too many places gar- 
rifoned, and innot takingAniflerdam. 
. I'hc Prince of Conde made a fruitlefs attempt to pe- 
^ neirate into the heart of Holland, which was laid under 
water. Turenne could neither oppofe the jun£bion of 
Montecuculi with the Prince- of Orange, nor prevent 

* Lafieaumelleiays, in his Memoirs, that be was condemned to im- 
prii^hment for Ufe. But this could not be true, as the year after* hc^ 
wasflain ac t^e iicge of Grftv^. 1 ihould think tirat he muft have 
wanted^eithcf^lpirit or brjUd, ever to bajtc ferved under Louts again ; 
though he only fifrved as a volunteer. .. ^ 

t Here^ppe ttr s aa g th er of Voltaire's partialities to his nation* He 
feems to appropriate thegenei^I charadlerof a faldier to the JF^nck 
Officers exciufively. The Englifh^ Datch» Spa&tfh, and 6ennan> are 
the fame. Tmr^tor. 
\^Jt^ here certainly ftiould bfi. left a difcretionary power in the Go- 
vernor, to aQas circumftances mayhappca; or he it not fit to com* 
Siand. Ibid. ^ 

the 
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the Prince of Orange from talcing Bonn j:. The Biflxop of 
N V 1679 Munfter, who had vowed the deftrudion of 
"' the States- General, was himfelf attacked by . 
them* 

The Parliament of England forced its King to enter 
feriowfly into negociations for a peace, and to ceafe be- 
ing the mercenary inftrumcnt of the greatnefs of France. 
Louis wa3 therefore reduced to the neceflity of abandon- 
ing the three Dutch Provinces as fpecdily as he had con- 
quered them ; but not till after there had been as much 
extorted from them as might have purchaied their ran- 
fom. ^ The Intendant Robert had afleflec^the fingle Pro- 
vince of Utrecht, in one year, in the fum of fixtcen hun- 
dred and fixty-eight thoufand florins. But in fuch a hur- 
ry were they to evacuate the country, which they had 
poflTelTed themfelvee of with fo much rapidity, that 
twenty-eight thoufand Dutch prifoners were redeemed at 
a crown a-head. The triumphal ar<:h of St. Denis*s gate, 
and the other monuments of the conquefl, were fcarcely 
finifl:ied, when the conqueft itfelf was furrendered. 

The Dutch, during the courfe of this invafion, had 
the honour of difputing the empire of the fea, and the 
addrefs of removing the theatre of the land- war out of 
their own country ; and Louis XIV. was thought through- 
out Europe to have enjoyed too prematurely, and too 
haughtily, the glory of a tranfient triumph. 
, The fruit 0|f this cntcrprize was to have a bloody war 
to fuftain againft Spain, the Empire, and Holland, uni- 
ted ; to be abandoned by England, and at length by 
Munfter, and even by Cologne ; and to leave the coun- 
tries he had invaded, and was forced to relinquifh, im- 
prcflcd with more hatred than admiration of him. 

The King fupported himfelf alone againft all the enc- 
mies he had made. The forefight of his Government, 
and the refources of his ftate, appeared the greater, now 
that he had fuch ftrong Powers leagued againft him, and 
fucjh experienced Generals to contend with, than when 
he took, en pajfant as it were, French Flanders, Franqhq- 

f A town of Germany, the Capital of Cologne. 

Comte, 
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Comte, and h^lf of Holland, from unprepared advcr- 
farics* 

It may be remarked, upon this occafion, the advan- 
tage an abfolute Monarch, whofe finances are well admi- 
niftered, poffefles above other Sovereigns. He at one 
and the fame time fent an army of twenty-three thou- 
fand men againft the Imperialifts, under the command 
of Turcnne; furnifhcd the Prince of Conde with another 
of forty thoufand, to oppofe the Prince of Oi ange ; had 
a body of troops ftationed on the frontier of Rouffillon * j 
difpatched a fleet of tranfports freighted with land-for- 
ces,! to carry the war into Spain up to the gates of Mcf- 
fina ; and marched himfelf at the head of an army to 
make a fecond conqueftof Franche-Comre, In fine, he 
at once, both defended himfelf, a;id attacked his ene- 
mies. 

On the very commencement of this new expedition 
againft Franche-Comte, the fuperiority of his admini- 
ftrarion vifibly appeared. He. exerted himfelf to gain 
over the Swifs to his party, or at leaft to lull into a neu- 
trality a nation as formidable as poor, always in arms, 
jealous to the laft degree of their liberty, invincible on 
their own frontiers, and already murmuring and alarm- 
ed at feeing Louis XIV. a fecond time in their neigh-* 
bourhood. 

The Emperor and Spain folicited thefe Thirteen Can- 
tons to permit, at leaft, a free palfage to their troops to 
be fent to the relief of Franche-Comte, left without de- 
fence by the negligence of theSpanilh Miniftry : Louis, 
oh the other hand, preffed them to refufe this paflage* 
But the Emperor and Spain were liberal only in argu- 
ments and intreaties, while Louis with ready money in 
hand -j- determined them in his favour, and the paflage 
Was accordingly refufed. 

Louis, accompanied by his brother and the fon of 
the Great Conde, befieged Befan9on. He was fond of 
this part of the military Tcience, and underftood it as well 

* Borde«-ing on Catalonia, a Province of Spain. Tranjiator* 
t The bribe paid down, as mentioned in fome mcmpirs, was a mil- 
lion of livres, snd a promife of fix hundred thoufand more. Ihid» 

Vol. L L S§ 
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as Turennc or Conde. But however jealous he wa^of 
glory, he acknowledged that thofe two Generals were 
greater mailers of the iield-war than himJclf. Bcfides, he 
never laid fiege to a town, without being rriorally certa'm 
of carrying it ; for Louvois always made fuch excellent 
difpofitions, the troops were fo well provided, and Vau- 
ban, who generally c'c^ndufted the manoeuvres, was io* 
great a matter of the engineering art, that the glory of 
the King was fecurcd before-hand. 

Vauban direfted the attacks againft Befan- 
6 ^^' f^*^' which was taken in nirie days ; and in 
about fix weeks time all FrancheXonue fub- 
mitted to the King. It has remained to France ever lince, 
and feems now to be annexed to it for ever, as a monu- 
ment of the weaknefs of the Auftrian-Spanifti Miniftry, 
and of the vigotir of that of Louis XIV. 



CHAP, xir: 

J glorious Campaign. The death of MarJbalTurenrie. The 
iaji Battle of the Gnat Condcy at Senef*. 

WH LL E the King was .carrying every thing be- 
fore him in Frartche-Comte with that rapidi- 
tyjeafe, and eclat, which hitherto feemed to attend Kis.for- 
tune; Turenne, who only afted defenflvely on the fron- 
tiers towards the Rhine, difplayed all that was great and 
confummate in the art of war. Our efteem for men is 
meafured by the difficulties furmounted ; and it was this 
confideration that intitled Turenne to fo great a reputa- 
tion on account of this campaign. 

Tune 1674. At fetting-out he made a long and forced 

march, pafled the Rhine at Philipfburg, 

marched all night to Sintzheim, took it by ftorm, and 

at the fame time attacked and put to the route Caprara, 

the Emperor's General, with the old Duke of Lorrain, 

♦ 

'* A UWD of Brabant, is the Auftrian Netherlands. Tranjlattr. 

Cliarles 
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Charles IV. • a Pf-ince whofe whole life had pafTed ini 
lofing his territories and raifing forces, and who had 
juft then joined his little army to a detachmcrit frbrri thit 
of the Emperor. 

Turenne, ^fcef halving defeated," putfited July, 
him •, routed his cavalry at L^dimburg; , 1674. 
andfrom thencewithout pdufeprcfled forward to rneet anoT- 
therof the Imperial Generals, the Prince of Bournonvillcf,- 
who only waited the arrival of frefli troops to open k 
paflage for himfelf into Alface. He prevented the junc- 
tion of thefe forces, attacked ahd made him q^ . 
quit the field of battle. • ' 74- 

The Empire coUeuled all its forces agairift him; Sd- 
veniy'thoufand German troops were in nlface 5 and Bri- 
fac and Philipfburg were blockaded. Turennewasnoc 
then at the head of more than about twenty thouffand ef- 
feftive men, and the Prince of Cdnde had fent him ^ 
fmall fupply of cavalry from Flanders. With thefe fof- 
ces he traverfed the mountains covered With jy , 
fnow, by Tanne and Befort, and uncxpefted- 
ly enters Upper Alface^ in the midft of the erierny's quar- 
ters, who thought him repoling himfelf in Lorrain- and con- 
cluded the year's campaign to be at an end. He defeated 
the corps at Mulhaufen that refifted, and took two thoufand 
of them prifoners. He marched to Colntiar, where the 
Eleftor of Brandenburg, who was ftiled the Greaf Elec^ 
tor^ then General of the armies of the Empire, wasft^- 
tioned. He happened to arrive juft as thefe Princes and 
the other Generals were fitting down to dinner. They 
had but juft time to make their efcape^ and the whole 
country was coi^ered with fugitive^. 

Turenne thinking he had dqne nothing 
while there remained any thing to be done *, ,^5^r ^' 
lay in ambufh near Turckheim, for a party- 
of the enemy's foot paffirig that way. 1 he advantage of 
the poft he had takcn^ rendered his fucccfs certain. Hel 
confcquently defeated this body of Infantry. In Ihort, 

• This charai^cr is borrowed from Salliift, without acknowledging 
it. 'Twas fa id of Cafar, A^// a6lum tredtiis^ cum quid fupereffet dgen-* 
iUtm. Tranflatar: * 

' ' . La this 
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this army of feventy thoufand men was broken and dif- 
pcrfed, even without any pitched battle. Alface fell in- 
to the poffcffion of the King, and the Generals of the 
Empire were obliged to repafs the Rhine. 

All thefe exploits, following one another without in- 
terruption, conduftcd with fo much flcill, planned 
with fo much deliberation, and executed with fo 
much promptnefs, were bbjefts of equal admiration, both 
to f ranee and her enemies. The glory of Turenne re- 
ceived a confiderable increafe, when it was known that 
every thing he had done throughout ^his campaign 
was againft the opinion of the Court, and contrary to 
the repeated orders of Louvois, fent him in the name of 
the King. To oppofe the all-powerful Louvois, and 
take upon himfelf the confequences of the event, with- 
out regarding the remonftrances of the Court, the com- 
mands of his mafter, and the refentment of theMinifter, 
was by no means th? leaft mark of the refolution of Tu- 
renne, nor the leaft fignal circurnftance of the cam- 
paign. 

It muft be acknowledged, that thofe who were im- 
•.prefled with more humanity than admiration for military 
exploits, lamented this glorious campaign, which 
was as memorable for the miferies of the people, as for 
the enterprizes of Turenne. After the battle of Sintz- 
heim he laid wafte the Palatinate with fire and fword, a 
champaign and a fertile country, full of cities and opulent 
villages. TheEleftor Palatine, fromthebattlementsof his 
caftle of Manheim, beheld two cities and twenty-five vil- 
lages in flames. This unhappy Prince challenged Tu- 
renne to fingle combat, in a letter filled with reproaches *. 

• During the courfe of this edition, Mr. Colini, private fecretary 
and hiftoriographer of the prcfent reigning Eledor Palatine, has 
called in qaelHon the ftory of this challenge, upon very fpecious argu- 
ments, delivered with good fenfe and fagacity. He (hews very judicl- 
ouily, that the Eledlor, Charles-Louis, could not have written th^ 
letters that Sandras de Courtils and Ramfay have imputed to this 
Prince. More hiftorians than ihefe have often attributed to their he- 
roes both writings and fpeeches of their own invention. 

Neither the original letter of -the Eleftor Charles-Louis nor the an- 
fwer of Marfhal Turenne have ever been feen. It has only been 

taken 
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Turennc having fent this letter to the King, who forbad 
him to accept the challenge, only anfwered the upbraid- 
ings and defiance by an empty compliment that was no- 
thing fatisfaftory. This was the IVile and manner of 
Turenne, who always expreffed himfclf with modera- 
tion and ambiguity. 

With the fame fang-fi^oid he cjcftroyed the ovens and 
fet fire to all the corn-fields in Alface, that were within 
his reach, to prevent the fubfiftence of the enemy. He 
afterwards permitted his cavalry to . ravage Lorrain ; 
where they committed fuch fcenes of devaftation, that the 
Intendant, who on his fide ravaged it as much \vith his 
pen *, wrote and fpoke often to him to flop thefe excef- 
fes ; to which he coldly replied, " I Ihall do it in the 
** Orders." 

Turenne chofe rather to be called thc' father of the 
troops under his command, than of the people at large^ 



taken upon trull, that the Eledor, judly incenfed at the ravages and 
conflagrations which Turenne had committed in his country, did fend 
him a defiance by a trumpeter, named Petit-Jtati, I know that the 
lloufeof Bouillon gave credit to the fad. The Grand Prior of Ven- 
dome and the Marmal de Villars never doubted it; and the Memoirs of 
Beauveau, a co-temporary. aiHrms the anecdote. 

However, poffibly, the challenge might not have been propofed, in 
exprefs terms, in the bitter letter which the Elector himfelf (aid he had 
written to the Prince Marfhal Turenne, upon that occaiion. V\''oo]d 
to God that it was alfo a matter of doubt, whether the Palatinate had 
fuiFered two conflagrations or no 1 But this Is a certainty, is a thing of 
infinitely more confequence, and what will ever remain a reproach to 
the memory of Louis XIV. 

Mr. Colini reprehends the Prefident Henault for having faid* 
in his Chronological Abridgment, that the Prince dc Turenne replied 
to the challenge " with a moderation that rendered the Elector 
•* aftiamed of his bravado.'' The fliarae lay rather with the incendi- 
ary, as there was no open war then with the Palatinate ; and it could 
not he deemed a ,bravado, in a Prince To juflly irritated, to My to 
iingle combat the perpetrator of fuch cruel excefles. The Elector was 
a warm mah, and the fpirit of chivalry not then extinQ. In the Let- 
ters of Peliflfon 'tis faid, that Loui» XlV. himfelf confulted whether 
he might, in confcience, fight perfonally with the Emperor Leopold.'* 

The above note is Mr. Voltafire's. This fcruple of confcience, we 
are to fuppofe, by that exprcffiou, muft have been propofed to his Con- 
fclTor. 7ranjlater, 

• By the impofition of exorbitant taxes. Ibid. 

L 3 wnicA 
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Twhich, according to the laws ^ of war, are always facri- 
ficed. All the mifchief he did, might have appeared tq 
him ncceflary ; his glory covered every thing. Befides, 
fhc fevcnty thoufand Germans whom he intercepted iri 
their march towards France, would haye committed more 
devaftation there, than he did in Alface, Lorrain, and the 
Palatinate. . 

Such had been, fince the commencement of the fix- 
tcenth century, the fituation of France, that in every war 
in which fhe was engaged, flie had Germany, Flanders, 
3pain, and Italy, to- contend with ajt the fame time. The 
I^rince of Cpnde made head in Flandcr$ againft the young 
Prince of Orange, while Turenne drove the Germans 
put of Alface. 1 he campaign of Mirflial Turenne was 
fuccefsful, and that of the Prince of Conde bloody. 
The fmall aftioijs of Sintzheim and Turckheim were 
decifive ; the great and famous battle pf Senef was,.only 
Daughter. The, Great Conde, who fought it during the 
Jlolen marches of Turenne in A 1 face, drew no man- 
ner of advantage from it ; whejther it was that the circum- 
itances of the place were lefs favourable, or that he had 
taken lefs prudent meafures; or rather, that he had abler 
Generals and better troops tq contend with. The Mar- 
quis de Feuquieres fays, that thp battle of Senef can be 
only called /2 fgbt^ becaufe the aftion was not between 
two armies properly arranged againft each other, and 
that all the troops on either fide were not engaged 
in it. ' But it fecrjis generally agreed to ftile this hot 
and bloody day a battle. An aftion between three 
thoufand mien, though arranged according to the utmoft 
exaclnefs of military parade, and where every part was 
engaged, might be called only 2i fight. *Tis always the 
importance of a thing that determines its appellation. 

The Prince of Conde was to keep the field with about 
forry-five thoufand men, againft the Prince of Orange, 
at the Head, as computed, of fixty thoufand. 'He wait- 
ed for the enemy's army that was- to pafs a defile at Se- 

•J- Voltaire flxould have (Mfra^ice, inftead oilanftu^^Parare Juh^ 
yV«ff/j, isthelaw. ^ranjtator. *• 
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nef, near Mons. He there attacked part . of the rear- 
guard compofed of Spanifti troops, and ob- - ■ « 
tained a fignai advantage over them. I he ^^ 
Prince of Orange was ccnfured for not hav- 
ing ufed more precaution in pafling this defile-, but the 
manner in which he retrieved the difadvantage, was 
much con^mended -, and Conde was blamed for hav- 
ing renewed the attack againft enemies fo ftrongly in- 
trenched. The combat was renewed three times, and 
the two Generals, in this medley of overfights and great 
adkions, equally fignalized their courage and prefencc of 
mind. 

In alithe battles which the GrcatConde ever fought, this 
was theadlion in which be hazarded his own life and that 
of his foldiers the moft. He had three horfcs killed un* 
der him that day ; and after three bloody attacks, would 
yet attempt a fourth, ** It feemed," faid an Officer who 
was prefcnt, ^ as if the Prince of Conde was the only 
" pcrfon who was poffeffed with a rage for fighting." 
The moft Angular circumftance recorded of this aftion, 
was, that the troops on both fides, after the moft obfti- 
nate and bloody conflift, betook themfelves to flight in 
the night, through the impreflion of a panic, 

The next morning both armies retired, each to its own' 
camp, neither of them keeping the field of battle, or claim- 
ing the viftory •, both of them being rather equally weak- 
ened and defeated.. Of the French, there were about fe-* 
ven thoufand killed^ and five thoufand made prifoners ; 
and the lofs on the part of the enemy was nearly 
the fame. So much blood fpilled in vain, prevented 
cither army from attempting any thing confiderabJe, 
. To acquire reputation to his arms was a point of fo, 
much confequence to the Prince of Orange, that to have 
it thought he had obtained the viftory, he laid fiege to 
Oudcnard immediately after; but the Prince of Conde 
proved alfo that he had not been defeated, by raifmg the 
iiege, and purfuing him in his retreat. 

The idle ceremony of finging Te Deum for a victory 
not gained, was then equally thcpraftice both of France 
add of the Allies. This ufage has obtained with the 

L 4 yie^ 
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v.icw of encouraging the people, who muft be always im- 
pofed on. . 

Turcnne in Germany, with his fmall army, continued 
tto make a progrcfs which refulted merely from the force 
of his own genius. The Council of Vienna, not ventur- 
ing any longer to confide the fate of the Empire to 
Princes who had defended it hitherto fo badly, placed at the 
head of its armies General Montexruculi, who had vanr^ 
quifticd the Turks at the battle of St. Gothard, ajid who, . 
notwithftanding the endeavours of Turenne and Conde^ 
had joined the Prince of Orange, and given a check to 
the fortune of Louis XIV. after he had conquered three 
of the Provinces of Holland. 

It has been remarked, that the greatcft Gcnerais of 
the Empire have been generally natives of Italy. This 
Country, notwithftanding its decadence and itsi flavery^ 
ftill produces men who revive the remembrance of what 
It was formerly. Montecuculi was the ooly man worthy 
to be oppofed againft Turenne. They had both redu- 
ced the pra^ice of war lo an art. They fpenn four months 
in following and obferying eaph other's marches and 
cncampmen.ts, more applauded than their viflorics by 
the French and German OfEcers. Each judged, 
•what the other intended^ frpnji the meafure^ he him- 
fclf would have purfued in the fame Gtuation; an4 
their conclufions were always juft. They oppofed 
to each other patience, cunning, and a<5livity; and 
were at length come to the very point of joining if- 
luc, and ot Itaking their reputations on the event of a 
battle, near the village of Saltzbach, when. 
jQiy 27, Turenne, ingoing to aftation to fix a batte- 
^* ry, wajs killed by a cannon-balL 
The following anecdote cannot be too often repeated. 
The fame ball that ftruck him, carried oflF the arm of St. 
Hilaire, 1 ieutenant-.General of artillery; and his fon 
fallhig into tears by him, " It is not me," faid he, " it 
*' i^ that great man you are to lament;" an expreffioa 
equal to any thing recorded in hiftory ot heroic fenti- 
ment, and an elosy worthy of Turenne. 

It 

I 
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. It happens very feldom in a monarchical government, 
Inhere men are chiefly occupied about their own private 
intercfts, that thofe who have ferved their Country are re- 
gretted by the public. But Turenne was mourned both 
by the foldiery and the people. Louyois was the only per- 
fon who lanaented him not, jiay rather rejoiced at his 
death. The honours paid to his memory by the King 
are known to every one, arid that he was interred at St. 
Denis, as the Conftable du Guefclin had been ; above 
whom the public voice has elevated him as much as 
ihe Age of Turenne was fuperior to that of the Con- 
ftable. 

Turenne had not always proved a fuccefsful Genera!. 
He had been defeated at Mariendal, at Rethcl^ and at 
Cacnbray. He owned himfelf, that he had committed 
fome faults, and he was great enough to confefs 
them. He had never gained fignal vidories, nor fought 
any of thofe pitched battles which determine the fate of 
nations •, but having always retrieved his defeats, and 
done much with fmall refources, he was looked upon 
as the moft abh Commander in Europe, at a time that 
the art of war was better known than ever it had been 
before. In like manner, though he was blameable for his 
.defedfcion in the wars of the Fronde ; though, at near 
the age of threrfcore, love had induced him to reveal a 
State-fecret ; and though he had exercifed in the jt^alati- 
natecruelties which feemcdunneceffary-, he, notwithftand- 
ing^ prefetved the reputation of an. honeft, prudent, and 
moderate man, becaufe his virtues and great talents, 
which were peculiarly his own, caufed his faults an^i 
foibles, which he had in common With the reft of mankind, 
to he forgotten. If one was to draw a parallel for 
him, it might be faid, that of all the Generals of paft 
ages, Gonfalvo de Cordova, firnamed the Great Cap- 
tain, was the hero whom he moft refembled. 

Though bred a Calvinift, he turned Catholic in the 
year t668. Neither Proteftant nor Philofopher can ima- 
gine that conviction alone had wrought this change of 
fentiment in a foldier apd in a politician fifty 

years 
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years old*, and who ftill retained his amours. It is 
known that Louis XIV. on creating him Marfhal-Gene- 
ral of his armies, made life of this ex{M-eflion, as related in 
the Letters of Peliflbn and other authors : " I wilh you 
*^ would put it in my power to do fomerhing more for you I'* 
Such a hint, according to them, might in time have 
brought about his converfion. The office of Conftable 
was a bait to an ambitious mind. It was polEble alfo, 
that this converfion might have been finccre. The hu- 
n>an heart often comprehends politics, ambition, the 
wcakneffes of love, and fentiments of religion, at the 
fame time. In fliort, it is probable that Turenne did not 
forfake the faith of his anceftors, except from mere 
temporal motives. However, the Catholics, who tri- 
limphed in fuch a profelyte, would not admit that the 
great foul of Turenne was capable of diriimulation. 

What happened in Alface immediately after the death 
of Turenne, rendered his lofs the more fenfible. Mon- 
lecuculi, kepc for above three months on the other fide 
of the Rhine by the manoeuvres of the French General, 
pafled that river the moment he found he had not 
Turenne to cope with. He fell upon a part of the ar- 
my, which remained in confufion under the command of 
Lorges and Vaubrun^ two Lieutenant-Generals at 
variance with each other, and undetermined in their mea* 
fures. This body of troops, which however defended 
itfclf with great bravery, was not able to prevent the 
Imperialifts from penetrating into Alface, from which 
Turenne had kept them at a diftance. 

This arniy not only wanted a leader to condud it, but 
to retrieve the late defeat of Marftial Crequi, a man of an 
cnterprifing charafter, capable at once of the bravefl: and 
moft precipitate adions, and equally dangerous to his 
country and its enemies. He was juft then defeated, 
through his own ill conduft, at Confarbruck. A body 

* He was tben fifiy-feven ;,an age :oo old to change opinions, and 
loo )cur.g 10 doic. Iranjlator. 

of 
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of twenty thoufand Germans, who werebefieg- 
i«g Treves*, cut his litrle army in pieces, °fL-"* 
and put it to flight. He hardly efcaped him- . 
fcjf, with a fourth part of his troops. He encounter- 
ed new perils to throw himfelf into the town, which he 
might have fuccoared with prudent conduft, but which 
he defended with courage. He was refolved to bury 
himfelf under the ruins of the place ; and even after the 
breach had been rendered prafticable, he was ftill obftinate- 
ly bent upon defending it. But the garrifon muti- 
nied^ and Captain Bois-Jourdan, at the head of the 
mutineers., entered into a capitulation at the breach. Ne- 
ver was an aft of cowardice- performed with fo much 
effrontery. He even threatened the Marflial with in- 
ftant death, if he refufcd to fign the terms of. the fur- 
render. But Crequi took retuge in a church, with a 
few Officers who continued attached to him, choofing ra- 
ther to be made a prifoncr at difcrction, than confent to 
a capitulation *. 

To recruit the flfien which France had loft in fo many 
battles and fieges, Louis XIV. was advifed not to con- 
fine himfelf to the levies from the militia, in the ordinary 
courfe, but to call out the ban and arriere-ban to the fer- 
vice. By an ancient cuftom, now difufed, all poC- 
fcflbrs of fiefs were obliged to attend their Lords para- 
mount to the wars, at their own expence, and to remain 
in arms there a certain number of days. This military 
fervice compofcd the greateft part of the laws of our bar- 
barous nations. But this cuftom is quite changed, at pre- 
Ijbnt, in Europe; for there is no State now that does not 
levy its own troops, which it keeps always in pay, and 
which form difciplined corps. 

Louis Xlll. once fummoned theNoblcfle of his King- 
dom. Louis XIV. now followed his example. The 
body of the Nobility marched under the command of the 
Marquis, fince Marlhal, de Rochefort, to the frontiers 
of Flanders, and afterwards to thofe of Germany. But 
fhis corps was neither confiderablc nor ufcful 5 nor could 

t Trcvw, fit Trices. 

It 
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it be made fb. Thofc gentlemen who were poflefled with 
a military ardour, aiwl capable of ferving, were Officers 
already in the troops ; and thofc who, through age or dif- 
content, had been ufed to live at home, remained there. 
The remainder, who were employed in the cultivation of 
their own lands, went with repugnance, making only 
about four thoufnnd in all. 

Nothing lefs rcfcmbleda military body than thisxorps* 
Mounted and armed differently, without experience or 
difcipline, they neither could, nor would fubmit to re- 
gular fervice, caufcd nothing but confufion, and raifed 
iuch difguft as prevented their ever being called ouc 
again. This was the laft trace in our regular troopsr 
that was fecn of the ancient Chivalry, which formerly 
compofed our armies ; and whicl;^, notwithftandipg the 
natural courage of the nation, never made good fol- 
diers, 

Turcnne dead, Crequi defeated and made prifoner, » 
Treves taken, and Montccuculi laying Alface under con- 
tribution, the King thought that the Prince of Conde 
was the only perfon capable of reviving the confidence 
of the troops, which the death of Turenne had abated. 
Gonde left Marlhal Luxembourg to fuftain the fortune 
of France in Flanders, and flew to oppofe the progrefi 
of Montecuculi. The coolnefs he manifefted 

Scp^ i6*7c ^" ^^^^ occafion was equalled only by the im- 
petuofity he had difplayed at Senef. His ge- 
nius, which could conform itfelf to every thing, difplay- 
ed the fame art that Turenne had done. Two encamp- 
ments alone checked the progrefs of the German army, 
and compelled Montecuculi to raife the fieges of Haguc- 
nau and of Saverne. 

After this campaign, lefs brilliant than that of Senef, 
but more approved, the Prince of Conde quitted the 
theatre of wan He folicited to have his fon appointed 
Commander in his room, and offered to afTifl him with 
his inftruftions : but the King did not choofe either 
young men or Princes for his Generals ; and it had been 
with reluftance that he had fufFered the Prince of Conde 
to be employed. The jealoufy of Louvois againft 

Turenne 
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Turenne had contributed as much as the name of Conde, 
to place him at the head of the army. 

The Prince retired to ChantiJly^ from whence he fel- 
dom went to Vcrfailles, wheie his glory fufFered an eclipfe 
among Courtiers, who refpeft nothing but favour. He 
paffed the reft of his life tormented with the gout, and 
confoling himfcif i.n his agonies and retreat with the con- 
verf^tion of the men of genius of all kinds which France 
had at that time to boaft.- He was worthy of fuch fociety, 
being himfelf converfant with all chofe arts and faien- 
ces in which they were dlftinguifhed. 

He Was ftill admired, even in his retreat ; till at length 
that quick fpirit which had rendered him in his youth an 
impetuous hero, and given him fuch ftrong paffions, 
having confumed the forces of a body created rather ac- 
tive than robuft, he fufFered a total decay of his facul- 
ties before his time ; for his under (landing keeping pace 
with the weaknefs of liis body, there remained ho trace 
of the Great Conde during the Ikft two years of his life *. 
He died in 1686. 

Montecuculi retired from the fervice of the Emperor, 
at the fame time that the trince of Conde refigned the 
command of the armies of France. 

A common, but a filly ftory has prevailed, that 
Montecuculi laid down his truncheon, on the death of 
Turenne, " becaufe," he faid, " he had now no'ri- 
** val worthy of him." This would have been an ab- 
furd fpeech,even if a Conde had been ftill exilling. But^ 
-fo far fromutteringfuchanabfurdity as they m^antto com- 
pliment him with, he fought againft the French, and made 
them repafs the Rhine, that very year. Befides, what 
General would have faid to his hiafter, " I don't chufe 

to fcrveyou any longer, becaufe your enemies arc too 

dtfpicable, and my merit is too fuperior ?'* 



<4 
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* A parallel might be drawn between him and ihe Duke of Mafl< 
borough^ in (his, as well as in other particulars, Tranjlator. 
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CHAP; XIII. 

From - the Death of Turenne^ to the Peace of Nimeguen^ 

i» 1678. 

AFTER the death of Turenne, and the retirement 
of the Prince of Conde, the King did not carry on 
the war with lefs advantage againft the Empire, Spain, 
and Holland. He had many Officers formed by thefe 
two great men ; and he had Louvois, who was more ufe- 
ful to him than a Gfeneral, becaufe his addrefs in making 
all ncceflafy provifions, enabled his Generals to under- 
take whatever cntcrprize they thoughtproper. The troops 
alfojlong vidlorious, were re-animated with the fame fpf- 
rir, on the prefence of a King who was always fuccefsful. 

He took in pcrfon, in the courfe of the war, Conde *, 

Bouchain -f , Valenciennes ;{:, and Cam- 
* tf"^ ^^' 'a^^* ^^^y tl- He was cenfured, at the fiege 
lU^xc\i\']l\i-j'7. ^f Bouchain, for having declined en- 
ii Aprils, 1677/ gaging'the Prince of Orange, who 

prcfented himfelf before him at the 
head of fifty thoufand men, in order to throw fuccours 
into the place. On the other hand, the Prince of 
Orange was cenfured for having it in his power to have 
given battle to Louis XI V* and not doing it.* Such is 
the lot both of Kings and Generals, that they are fub- 
jed to be equally blanied for what they do, or what they 
do not do* But neither he nor the Prince of Orange 
defcrved cenfure. The Prince did not give battle, though 
inclined to it, becaufcr Monterey, who was Governor 
of the Netherlands, and was in- his army, refufed to 
hazard his government on the event of a fingle aftion ; 
and the glory of the campaign was fufliciently fecured to 
the King, in carrying his point, and taking the town 
before the face of his enemy. 

As to Valenciennes, it was carried by aflault, by one 
cf thofe lingular events which charaderize the impe- 
tuous courage of the nation* 

The 
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The King condufted the ficge, in concert with hfs 
brother and five Marflials of France, d'Humicres, 
Schomberg, La Fcuillade, Luxembourg, and de Lorges, 
The Mailhals commanded each their day, one after 
another. Vauban direfted all the operations. 

They had not yet taken any of the outworks of the 
place. They were firft to attack two half-moons. Be- 
hind thcfe was a great crown-work, pallifadoed, and 
lined vpith frailes *, furroundcd with a foffi -f, crowned 
with divers traverfes, or retrenchments. Within this 
was another work encompaffed by another fofle. After 
becoming njiafter of all thefe entrenchments, it was ne- 
ceffary to pafs a branch of the Scheld. This difficulty fur- 
mounted, another work Hood in the way, called a //?/^' J, 
behipd which ran the main courfe of the Scheld, deep 
and rapid, which ferved as a foile to the walls, further 
defended by ftrong ramparts. All thefe works were 
covered with cannon ; and a garrifon of three thoufand 
men was likely to hold out a long time. 

The King held a council of war for attacking tlw 
outworks. It' was the ufual way to make thcfe attacks 
by night, in orJer to Ileal upon the enemy without being 
perceived, and thereby fave the lives of the men. Vau- 
ban gave his opinion for making the attack by day. AU 
the Marfhals of France exclaimed againft the propofi- 
tion, and Louvois condemned it alfo. ' 

Vauban continued firm in his opinion, with the confi- 
dence of a perfon felf-convinced of his argument. 
*• You would, faid he, be fparing of the lives of your 
** men j you will fave them much more by a day-light 
" attack, which will be free from confufion or tumult, 
" and without the danger of one party falling foul of 
*' another, as is often the cafe in nofturnal enterprifes, 
'* You wt)ulcl furprife the enemy, who are always more 
** particularly on their guard by night ; but we fhall 
*' more efitftually furprife them, when, after the fatigues 
*' of the night-warch, they are obliged to fuftain the 
*^ aflault of our frcQi troops. To this may be added, 

• Pointed ftakes. f A moa;, J A round tower. 

that 
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•* that if there fhould be found any faint hearts among 
** our forces, the darknefs would favour their timidity j 
** but in the open day the eye of the Commander isapt to 
** infpire valour, and elevate men above themfelvcs." 

The King yielded to the arguments of Vauban, in 
oppofition to Louvois and the five Marihals of PVance. 

At nine o'clock ih the morning, the two companies 
of moufquetaircs, with a hundred grenadiers, 
il^^y* a battalion of the guards, and anothec of the 
regiment of Picardy, fcalcd ihe great crown* 
work on all fides. The order was only to make good 
a lodgment there ; and this was as much as could be ex- 
pcftrd. But fome of the black moufquetaires having 
penetrated by a private paffagc they difcovered, upto the 
inner intrenchment of this fortification, foon made 
themfclves mafters of it. At the fame time the grey 
moufquetaires forced their way throughanotherpafs. The 
battalions of guards followed them -, they flew and pur- 
fued the beficged : the moufquetaires had let down the 
draw-bridge that joined this wor)c to the reft •, they fol- 
lowed the enemy from intrenchment to intrenchment, 
both on the arip and the main body of the Scheld ; 
the guards prefled forward in compact bodies ; and 
the moufquetaires had made their way into the town, be- 
fore the King knew that they had been able to carry the 
firft work attacked. 

This, however, was not the moft extraordinary cir- 
cumftance in this adion. It was naturally to be fup- 
pofcd that a number of yobng moufquetaires, intoxicated 
with luccefs, might have fallen tumultuoufly on the 
troops and the citizens that would have affembled to op- 
pofe them in the llreets ; and that either they would be 
all killed in thefcuflle, or get the better and fall a pil- 
laging the town. Inftead of .this, thele young fol- 
diers, under the command of a Cornet, named Moiflac, 
at once drew up in rank and file behind fome waggdns ^ 
and while the troops that followed formed themfelves 
without the Icaft coniufion, other moufquetaires got pof- 
fefllon of the houfes on each fide, to protect by their 
fire their frichds in the ftreet. Hoftages were quickly 

exchanged 
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f^StcTiangcd on each part, the Council df the city Was 
fummoned, which difpatched a deputation to the King ; 
and all thcfe matters were tranfaclcd without pillage^ 
confufion, or the leatft excefs of any kind. The King 
made the garrifon prifoners of war, and entered Valen*^ 
citnnes, altonifli'ed at becoming mafter of it fo calily. 

He had, befides, the glory of taking Gheftt in eight 
days time*, and Ypres in fcvenf. . 

Thefewere all his own exploits ; ^^^^ jLuI^Vh^ 
he had ftill greater fuccefs by his Gc- 
ncrs^ls. 

In Germany, 'tis true, the Marfhal Dukt of Luxem- 
burg, at the commencement of the war, ^ ^^ g^ 
fufFered Philipfburg to be taken before his 
face, attenipting in vain to fuccour it at the head of 
fifty thoufand men. The General who took Philipfburg, 
was Charles V. the new Duke of Lorrain, heir to his 
uncle Charles IV. and, like him, defpoiled of his domi- 
nions. 

V 

He poflefled all the qualities of his unfortunate uncle^ 
without any of his faults. He commanded the 
forces of the Empire a confiderable time with great 
credit. But though he had taken Philipfburg, and was 
at the head of fixty thoufand regular troops, he could 
never get footing in his own dohiinibns. In vain did he 
bear this motto on his ftandard, yht nunc^ out nunquami 
*' Now, or never." Marlhal Crequi, ranfomed from his 
imprifonment, and become more prudent from his de- 
feat at Confarbruck, ever kept the entrance into Lor- 
rain barred agairift him. He defeated him in the fmall 
aiElron of Kokersberg, in Alface ; and hwc^ 
raffed and fatigued him without intermiffiian* 1667^* 
He took Fri burg while he was looking on, 
and beat a detachment from his army, at Rhixlfield* 
He paffed the river Kins in his prefence, purfued him 
towards Offeiiburg, attacked him in his retreat, and 
having immediately after carried the fort of KcU 
fword in hand, he proceeded to Stralburg, where he 
deftroyed the bridge, over which that city, which re* 
mained ftill frccj Jmd fo often granted a paffage to the 
' Vol. L M Imperial 
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Imperial armies : fo that the Marflial dc Crcqui thus 
repaired one rafli attion by a feries of fucceffes intircljr 
owing to a more prudent condudl ; and might, perhaps, 
have acquired a reputation equal to that of Xurenne, 
had he lived a little longer, , 

The Prince of Orange was not more fuccefsful in 
Flanders, than the Duke of Lorrain in Germany ; he 
was not only obliged to raifc the fiegcs of Maeftricht and 
CJiarlcroi, but after having fuffered Conde, Bouchain, 
and Valenciennes, to fall into the hands of Louis XIV. 
he loft the battle of Montcaffcl to Monfieur, in at- 
tempting to relieve St. Omer. The Marfhals Luxem- 
bourg and d*Humieres commanded the army under 
him. 

It was faid that an overfight of the Prince of Orange, 
and an expert movement made by Luxembourg, decided 
the fortune of the day, Monfieur charged with a 
braver}' and prefence of mind not at a!l cxpcdfced from 
fo effeminate a Prince. There never was a ftronger in- 
ftance to prove that valour is not always inconfiftcnt 
with fuch a charader. This Prince, who ufed fre- 
quently to drefs himlelf in female attire, and had all the 
manners of a woman about him, behaved on this occa> 
fion as became a General and a- foldier. The King his 
brother, ^tis faid, was jealous of his glory. He fpokc 
but little to him on the fubjed of the victory,, nor did 
he even go to view the field of battle, though he was near 
the fpot. Son>e friends of the Duke of Orleans, who 
^ ' were more quick-fighted than the reft, pre- 
J677. " '* lifted to him at the time, that he would never 
have the command of an army again; and 
they were not miftaken. 

So many towns taken, with fo many battlesf won, in 
Flanders and Germany, were .not the only fucceffes of 
Louis 'XIV. in this war. Count Schomberg and Mar- 
fhal NoaUles defeated the Spaniards in the Lampour- 
dan, at the foot of the Pyrenees \ and attacked them 
" even ia Sicily. 

Sicily, ever fince the time of the Tyrants of Syra- 
cufe, during.which £ra it had been of fome cpnfidera- 

. . , tion 



tHE.AGfi,OFLOUlS XIV. , 163 

lion among the States of Europe, was always under the 
dominion of ftrangers ; being fubjeft fucceflively to 
the Romans, the Vandals, the Arabians, the Normans, 
under the vaflalage of the Popes, the French, the Ger- 
man^, and. the Spaniards; ftill hating its matters^ arid 
revolting from them, without makmg any eff*e£lual 
efforts worthy of liberty, and continually exciting fedi- 
tions for no other putpofe than merely to change their 
fetters. 

The Miigiftrates of Meflinahadjuft then conimenced a 
civilwaragainft their governors, and invited the French 
to their affiftance, A Spanifti fleet had blocked up their 
port, and reduced them to the extremities of famine. 

The Chevalier Valbelle was immediately fent to their 
relief, quite through the Spanifli 'fleet •, and carried a 
fxipply of provifions, arms,' and men into the town* 
Afterwards the Duke df Vivonne arrived with feven 
men of war of fixty guns each, two more of eighty, 
and feveral fire-lhips.. He defeated the enemy's fleet, 
and entered Mcflina in triumph. 

Spain was now obliged to folicit an alliance with th« 
Dutch, its ancient enemy,' to afllft in the de- 
fence of* Sicily, as they were generally c<>iiri- l^\?' 
dered to be matters of the fea. Ruyter failed ^' 

to its fuccour from the farthcft part of the Zuyderzee, 
pafled the Streight, and joined to twenty Spanifli IhipS 
twenty-three large men of war. 

• And now the French, who, though joined with the 
Englifli, were nor able to beat the fleet of . 

Holland alone, gained fingly a victory over ^^ys/ 
the Dutch and Spanifli fleets combined toge- 
ther. The Duke of V^'ivonne, being obliged to remaitt* 
at Meflina in order to keep the people quiet, already 
difcontented with their defenders, left the cdnduft of 
this adion to Du-Quene, Vice- Admiral of the fleet; a 
man equally Angular with Ruyter; who had, like him, 
arrived to his rank in the navy by his perfonal merit 
ajo/ie^. biit never before had the fole command in a-fea- 
engagement, having hitlierto only difliinguiflied himfelf 
AS the Gapiain of a privateer, and never as an Admiral, 

Ma But 
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Btlt tbofe who are bom with a genius for any 0rt or 
fcienee, particularly for command, arrive quickly, and 
with cafe, from the commcncerhent to the perfoftion of 
their purfuits *. Dii-Quene (hewed himfelf an able fea- 
ofEcer againft Kuyter, in being able to obtain even the 
inconfidcrablc advantage over him he did, in the firft 
aftion. But he engaged the two adverfe fleets 

1676."' ^ ^^"^^ ^in^^t ^ Aoufta f, in which battle 
Ruyter received a mortal wound, which put a 
period to his glorious career. 

He was one of thoie men whofe memory remains ftill 
i-n veneration among the Hollanders. He commenced 
his fea-faring life as a cabin-boy, or captain's fervant J, 
which circumftance only renders him the more refpeftable. 
His name is not held inferior to the Princes of Naflau. 
The Council of Spain gave him the title and the patent 
of a Duke; an odd and an abfurd dignity to be conferred 
on a Republrcaii. But this grant did not arrive 'ttU 
after his death; and his children, worthy of fuch a 
father, fpurned at a diftinftion fo folicited in monarchiies, 
but to which the. charafter of a good citizen is in- 
finitely fuperior. 

Louis XIV. had greatnefs of foul enough to be af- 
fcdcd at his death ; and when he was congratiilated on 
having got rid of a formidable enemy, he replied, " I 
*' cannot help feeling for the lois of a jgreat 
** man/' 

Du-Q^ene, the De Ruyter of France, attacked the 
combined fleets a third time, after the death of thef 
Dutch Admiral, and gave them a total overthrow, burn- 
ing and making prizes of many of their fliips. The 
Marfhal Duke,of Vivonne had the principal command 
in this adion ; but Du-Quene had, neverthelefSa the 
]ion6ur of tlie vidory. 

* Lucullus, Conde, Sec, were inftanccsof the latter charaAer, Tratifi. 
+ Aouila, Avofta» or Agulb, a Duchy in PiedmoBC^ belongio^ to 
S'jiciinia. Hid. . 

t Sir Cloud^ily Shove}, one of our diftitfguiih^d Admirals, wai kh^? 
iilme, li^idn 

Europe 
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Europe was aftonifhed to fee Fwnce become in fo 
fiiort a time a^ formidable at fca as acknd; bui thefe 
armaments and viftories ferved only to fprcad an alarm 
thraughout all .the European States. The King of 
England, w^^o bad commenced the war for the fervicc 
of France, was npw ready to take part with the Prince 
of Orange, who had lately married his niece, Be- 
fides, the glory a.cquii'ed in Sicily was purchafed at too 
cxpcnfive a rate. In fhort, the French eva- . 

cuatcd Meffina, at a time that it was thought ^P^ ' 
they were becoming matters of the whole 
Ifland, Louis XIV. was much blamed for having, 
during this war, undertaken enterprizes which he did 
not fupport ; and for abandoning Meffina, as well as 
Holland, after fuch fruith^fs conqucfts of thein both. 

However, 'tis to be ftill formidable, to havefuftainedno 
other misfortune than merely not being able to kcep< 
all that one has gained. He harrafled his^ enemies from 
one end of Europe to the other. The war in Sicily had 
coft him lefs than it did Spain, weakened and defeated 
every-where. He alfo raifcd up new enemies to the 
Houfe.of Auftria ; fomented the troubles of Hungary ; 
and his AmbalTadors at the Ottoman Court preflfed it to 
carry the war into Germany, though he ought, for the 
fake of decency, to have fent troops to oppole thofe very 
Turks, whom his intrigues had brought into the Empire, 
He was fingly an over-match for- all his adverfaries 5 
for at that time Sweden, his only ally, waged but an 
unfuccefsful war againft the Eledor of Brandenburg. 
This Prince, father to the firft King of Pruffia, had 
begun to give his country an importance among the 
States^ that has been greatly augmented fince. He had 
lately taken Pome ram a from the Swedes. 

It is remarkable, that during the whole courfe 
of this war, there were continual conferences in agita- 
tion ior peace j 'ftrft at Cologne, through the ineffedtuat 
mediation of Sweden-, and atcerwardsatNimeguen, by the 
ufe^efs interference of England i whof;i ioterpofition was 
then become a piece of ceremony as futile as the ar- 
bitration of the pope was at Ai^^-la-Chapelle. Louis 
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!jCIV. was, in cffcft, the folc arbitrator. He delivered 
in his propoficions on the 9th of April, 1678., in the 
midft of his viftorics, and gave his enemies only to the 
tenth of May to accept them. He afterwards in- 
dulged the States-General with a further interval of fix 
w(fcks, upon their moft fubmiHive application. 

His ambition was no longer turned towards Holland, 
That Republic had been either fo lucky, or politic, as to 
appear only as an auxiliary in a war undertaken for its 
dcftruftion. The Empire and Spain, at firft merely auxi- 
liaries, were now become the principal parties. 

The King, in the conditions he impofcd, favoured 
the commerce of the Dutch. He furrendered.Maeftricht 
to them, and reftored fome towns to Spain, to lerve as 
barriers to the United Provinces ; viz. Charleroy, Cour* 
tray, Cudcnarde, Ath, Ghent, and Limburgj but he 
refervcd to himfelf Bpuchain, Conde, Ypres, Valen- 
ciennes, Cambray, Maubeuge, Aire, St. Omtr, Caffel, 
Charlemont, Popering, Bailleul, &c. which compre- 
hended a confiderable part of Flanders. To thefe 
he added Franc he- Com te, which he had twice con- 
quered ; and thele two Provinces were an acquifition 
worthy of the war. 

He ftipulated only for Fribuirg, or Philipfburg, in 
the Empire, and left the choice to the Emperor himfelf. 
He reinftated the two brothers Furftemberg in the 
Bifhoprickof Strafburgh, and in theireilatcs, of which the 
Emperor had defpoiled them, ^nd who held one of them 
at that time in prifon. 

He was the inflexible proteftor of Sweden his ally, 
and now unfortunately at variance with Denmark and 
Brandenburg. He obliged Denmark to reftore every 
thing ftie had taken from Sweden, to lower the impoft 
of paflage to the Baltic Sea*, and to re-cftablifh the Duke 
of Holllein in his e{lates;;Compelled the Eleftor of Bran- 
denburg to deliver up Pomerania, which he had con- 
quered i and confirmed the treaty of Weftphalia in eve- 

• Through the Sound, a ftrait betAvecn Sweden and De.nmark, be- 
longing to the lacier, which takes toll of all fhip$ palling iro^ the 
Ocean to the B^iltic. Tranjlator^ ■ . ■ \ . X 
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ry article. Jlis will was a law throvighout Europe. In 
vain did the Eleftor of Brandenburg write him a moft 
fubmiflive letter, in which he ftilcs him My, Lord^ ac- 
cording toufage*, conjuring him to leave him in pof- 
feffionof what he had acquired, and affuring him of his at- 
tachment and his fervices. His fubmiffion proved as in- 
cfFedual as his refiftance, . and the vanquilher of the 
Swedes was compelled to reftorc them all his conquefts. 

At this time the Ambaffadors of France claimed pre- 
cedence before the Eleftors. The Eleftor of Branden- 
burg propofed various forts of modes to qualify this \ 
punctilio, before he would treat at Cleves with the 
Count, fince Marfhal, D^Eftrades, Ambaflador to the 
States-General. But the King would not fufFer a per- 
fon who reprefcnted him to give place to an Eledtorj 
fq that the Count D'Eftrades could not negotiate. 

Charles V. had eftablifked an equality between the 
Grandees of Spain and the Eledors ; the Peers of 
France claimed therefore the fame rank-. At prefent 
we fee how this point is adjufted, as the Ambaffadors of 
the Eleftors are put on the fame footing with thofe of 
Kings, in the Diets of the Empire. 

With regard to Lorrain, he offered to re-eftablifh the 
new Duke Charles V. ; but refcrved his dominion over 
Nanci, and all the high-ways. 

Thefe conditions were impofed with all the haughti- 
nefs of a Conqueror; but yet were not fo very unreafon- 
able as to exafperate his enemies fo far as to unite them 
together in one defperate effort againft himw He difta- 
ted to Europe as a viftor, but treated with them at the 
fame time as a politician. 

He contrived, at the conferences of Nimeguen, to fow 
jealoufy amonjg the Allies. The Hollanders were impa- 
tient to fign, againft the opinion of the Prince of Orangej 
who was at all events for continuing the war : their 
argument was^ that Spain was too weak to fecond 
them,. Ihould they continue it. 

, * I cannot fee how thd expreflion oiMy Lord covtii be deemed any 
part of the coadefceniion, when Voltaire acknowledges it tohe /elom 
i^u/age. A perfon who concludes a letter with ** I am your oioit obe- 
^Vtmi lenrant/' docs not demean .himfelf as a vaiTal.' Translator, 
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The Spaniards finding that the Dutch had accepted of 
peace, comphed alfo, pleading that the Empire had not 
iuf&ciently exerted itlelf in the common caufe. 

In (hort, the Germans^ abandoned by Holland and 
Spain, acceded at laft ro the terms, leaving the King in 
poflclfion- of Ffiburg, and - confirming the treaty of 
Weftpbalia. 

Nothing was altered in the conditions preicribed by 
Louis XIV. His enemies indeed, at firft, m^de fome 
extravagant requifitions, in order to difguile their weak- 
nefs i but Europe received its laws and peace from him. 
The Duke of J^orr^iawas the only party who refufed to 
accede to a treaty which appeared to be fo injurious to 
hira. ■ He chofe rather to remain a wandering Prince in. 
the Empire, than a mock Sovereign in his own domi- 
nions, wixhout power or confequence, and waited till 
time and his own valour Ihould effect fome f^vour-r 
gble revolution. 

While the conferences of Nunegi^en werq 

1668*.^' carrying on, andfourdays after the pienipotea- 
tiaries of France and Holland had figned the 
peace, the Prince of Orange made Louis XIV. fenfiblo 
. what a dangerous enemy he had in him. MarlhalLu-^em-. 
bpuig, who had blockaded Mons, having received an ac- 
councof the peace, became inattentive to any further ope^ 
rations of the fiege, and was at dinner in the village of 
St. Denys, with the Intendant of the army, when the 
Prince of Orange with all his troops falls upon tbej 
Marfhal's Quarters, which he forced, after a long, obftU 
pate, ^nd ploody aflion. 

From thi^ exploit he expeded, ^i;id with 

o^u -14' reafon, to have obtained a lignal vidory 5 for 
he not only attacked, which is alwaysi an advantage, but 
he attacked troops who were not prepared, relying 
on the faith of treatiiss. Marfhal Luxembourg with diffi- 
culty, fuftajned this unexpeded charge; byt whatever- 
advantage there. was in the event of this adion, appear- 
ed tQ be on the fide of the Prince of Orange, as his infan- 
try remained matters of the field of battle. 

If heroes in the leaft regarded the lives of common 
jpacn, the Pririce of O'r^ge would not hayc ha?ard^4 
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thi^ battle. He ha^ certain intelUgence that the treaty 
of peace was figned ; he knew aUo that this peace was 
advantageous to his country ; and yet he hazarded his 
own Ijfc, and facrificed thousands of men, as the firft-i 
fruits of a general pe^e, which he could not have pre- 
vented, even had he cut the French army to pieces. 
This aftion, equally inhuman as vain-glorious, which, 
however, was at that time more admired than cenfured, 
produced not any new article in the treaty, and coft, with- 
out any manner of advantage, the lives of two thoufand 
French, and a8 many Dutch foldiers*. 

On refleding upon this peace, it may be obferved how 
purpolcs may be thwarted by events. Holland, againft 
whom alone the war had been undertaken, and who was 
likely to be inevitably dcftroyed, loft nothing by it ; but, 
on the cpntrary, gained a barrier : while all her Allies, 
who had fayed her from deftryftion, fuftained all thelofs. 
The King was npw arrived a.t the very pinnacle of his 
greatnels •, viftorious ever fince he had begun his reign, 
having never laid fiegc to a town without carrying itj 
fuperior in every circumftance tp all hisenexnies united ^ 
the dread of Europe for fix fucceflive years, and finally, 
its arbiter and peace-maker ; adding to his dominions 
Franche-Comte, Dunkirk, and half of Glanders -, and, 
what he ought' to have confidered as the greateftof al^ 
advantages, fovereign oyer a people now rendered hap- 
py, and become the model to all other nations. 

The Hotel-de-Ville, or Town-houfc of Paris, feme 
tiir.e after, in the year 1680, conferred upon him by a 
public aft the epithet of Grand or Great, and ordered 
that this title alone Ihould for the future be placed upoa 
all the public monuments. Some medals had been 
before ftruck in honour of him, containing this addi- 
tion, from the year 1673; and Europe, however 
jealcus of him, did not exclaim againlt this di- 
ftinftion. 

* This was a moft anwarrantable and difingenuous a£l, rs it could 
not' le iaflified but by adding the meannefs of a falfehood co ic, in 
plea' ing an ignorance of a fa£l he was appnf^d of, There was more 
fpttw ;l^^n fpirit in it. froffilatotm 

2 How- 
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However, the appellation of Louis XIV. has prevail-: 
cd in the world over that of the Grtat. Cuftom rules 
every thing. Henry, who was with fo much juftice fur- 
named the Great, after his death, is now commonly call- 
ed only Henry IV, ^ but ihe name alone cxpreffes enough. 
Monfieur le Prince is always called the Great Conde, not 
only on account of his heroic aftions, but for the fake 
of diftinguifhing him by fuch addition from the other 
Princes of that houfe. If he had been ftiled Conde the 
Great, that title had not iurvived folong*. 

They fay the Great Corneille, to diftinguifh him from 
bis brother; but we never fay the Great Virgil, nor the 
Great Homer, nor the Great Taflb. Alexander the Great 
is no longer mentioned but under the fimple appella- 
tion of Alexander. Charles V. whofe fortunes were 
more illuftrious than thofe of Louis XIV. nevei^ obtain- 
ed the furname of Great. It has not remained to Charle- 
magne but as a proper name-f*. Titles are never re- 
garded by pcfterity. The (imple name of a man who 
has performed noble aftions, imprefles on us more re- 
IpCft than all the epithets that can be invented. 

* Here appears to be what the School-men call a diftinahn witJ^ui 
iiffefencif beiween the Great Conde, and Conde the Great. But 
the argument is lliU more curious ; the logic of which is, that a Cog- 
Boinen^ which only notes a man from therefl of his family, is immor- 
tal ; but that which denotes his pre-eminence to all of his name, which 
is infinitely the greater number, foon pet iihes. Translator, 

f This is a llrangc medley of comparifons, without any propriety 
of diiiindlion ; and cue of the remarks is, we apprehend, not foundtd 
upon reality : That, for example, which rel&tes to Alexander ; who is 
univerfaily known by the name of Alexander tbi Great. The fame 
epithet is conltantly beftowed upon Pompey, the rival of Julius Ca^far. 
But whatever M. Voltaire may think of the importance of his own na- 
tion in general, and of thofe chara^ers in particular which his na- 
tion has honoured wfth the appellation of Greats the confent of the 
French nation alone is not fui&cient to eitabli(h this epithet. Alexan- 
der defer ved the name of Great, in the opinion of ah the enlightened 
nations then in being. Pompey was furnamed Great, by the undoubt- 
ed Metropolis of the V/orld. Both the one and the other had per^rm- 
«d fuch ex^lmts a.^ intitled them to that glorious addition. They had 
fubuited the inoii formidable powers of Afia, and tilled all the world 
\>\\\i atlonifhment at the brilliancy of their vidories. Henry IV. of 
Ir^ncc had ntver extended his fuccefs beyond his o^n dominions. 
i>isgraiidtbu, Loi!ii> XIV. hsd ovcr*run Franche-Cofiiie and FIander», 
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CHAP. XIV. 

The taking of Strajburg\ Bombardment of Algiers ; Sub*^ 
mijfion of the Genoefe ; Embajfy from Siam ; the Pope 
infuUed in Rome •, and the Ele£lbrate of Cologne difputed. 

THE ambition of Louis XIV. was not in the Icaft re- 
ftrained by this general peace. The Empire, Spain, 
and Holland, dilbanded their extraordinary troops, but 
he ftill kept all his on foot. He made conquefts^ in the 
liiidft of peace; and was fo alfured at that time of his 
power, that he ellablilhed in Mttz and in Bri- ^^g^ 
fac *, Courts of Jurifdiftion to re-unite to his 

v/hen they were both defencelefs ; but he was not able to complete tli9 
conqued of Holland, even^though he was at the gates of Amltt^rdaoi, 
and the Dutch had not an army (o oppofe his career. In the fe« 
quelt though his Generals obtained fome vidories over the Prince of 
ptange, they never Itruck fuch a dedfive Itroke, but that he was al- 
ways able to keep them at bay, and to give them battle in fix weeks 
again after every defeat; nor coulJ ihey, with all their efforts, ever 
make another conquefl on the territories of the States^ General. 

In the war that iucceeded the death of King William, Louis had 
the mortification to fee his fui'name of Great melted down, as it were, 
in a feries of defeats and difallers, until he was at length obliged to 
fue for peace to thofe very States which he had treated with iufolence 
in his profperity. How was it poifible for a Prince to retain the epi- 
thet of Great, in the midll of fubjedls who found themfelves reduced 
to mifery by his ambition ? who faw that ambition blaited, and that 
idolized Monarch finking under dillemper, and overwhelmed wiihdif- 
grace ? Befides, the perfonal character of Louis \vas evidently deficient 
in that enterprizing courage and intrepidity, which are reckoned by 
all the world efTcntial ingiedients in the coniiitation of a hero, 

* Ivi \ht CQmii\Wi\Qn \ziiii\^3L Memoirs of Madame de MainUnoriy miy 
be found thefe words, in the third Volume, page 23. •* The re-unioti 
*f of the Chambers of Mctz and oF Befdn9on ;'* from whence we con- 
liluded that there had been a Council oi Befau^on united to that of 
Metz. Upon this we confulted all the authors, but found that there 
never was a Council at Befancon, inflituted for afcertaioine whac 
neighbouring lands might have belonged to France. There was in 
1680, only the Council of Brifsic, and that of Metz, commillioncd to 
re-unite to France the etlates that they fhould judge might have been 
difmembered frpm A I face, and the Three Bifliopricks. li was the Par. 
Itan^entof Bcfan^on thatannexedi foratia>e| Mynt-beliard to France. 

Crown 
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Crown all the lands that formerly might have been ap-« 
pendagcs of Alfacc, or the Th^ec Bifliopricks, but which 
had been in the poflcflion of other mailers time im- 
memorial. * 

Several Princes of the Empire, the Eleftor Palatine, 
the King of Spain himfelf, who had fome bailiwicks in 
thole countries, and the King of Sweden, as Duke of • 
Dfux-Ponts, were cited before thefe Councilf, to do 
homage to the King of Fra.nce, or fufFer the confifcation 
of their pdffcffions. Since Charlemagne, ao Prince bad 
been ever known to aflume the power of mafter and judge 
of crowned heads, and to conquer countries by refcripts ^. 

The Eleftor Palatine and the Eledor of Treves wer^ 
deprived of the feigniories of Falkemburg, Geimer* 
iheim, Veldentz, &c. They preferred their complaints 
in vain to the Diet of the Empire, then affembled at Ra- 
tiihon, which contented itfelf with entering a formal 
protefl in their favour 

But it was not enough for the King to obtain the pre- 
fefture-f of ten free cities of Alface, under the fame title 
that the Emperors had held it. Already no perfon pre^ 
fumed to talk of liberty in any of thofe free cities. Straf- 
burg, indeed, yet remained a great and opulent city, and 
miftrcfs of the Rhine, by the means of a bridge it, had ' 
over that river, and formed in itfelf a powertul repub- 
lic, famous for its arfcnal, containing nine hundred' 
pieces of artillery. 

Louvois had meditated a long time to put his mailer 
in poffeffion of this place. Money, ftratagem, and fear, 
which had opfcned the gates of fo many towns to him, 
prepared the way for his entrance into Strafburg. The 
Magiftrates were bribed ; and the people were in a con- 
ilernation at feeing, unexpededly, their ramparts fur- 
rounded by tv/enty thouland French. The forts which 
defended them oh the fide of the Rhine, wer? no foQner 

^ M. Voltaire fhould have excepted the Pope. But perhaps ho 
would iu>trank his Hoiinefs in th:; iubordinate clafs of (empora) l^rizi* 
w?, confidcring J>im as S.pyereigo of the Hierarchy. JrAUshtor^ 

•^ Conjaiand, or OiBcc 0/ Qav§rnmcnt. Wfi» 

atwckfd 
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attacked than takcfl. Louvois was at their 
gates, and t^ic Burgomaftcrs capitulated. 1681!^ 
The tears and defpair of the citizens, fond of 
liberty, j^revented not the treaty of furrender from be- 
ing offered by their Magiftrates, and the town from be- 
ing taken poffeffion of by Louvois, in the famt day. 
A^auban, by the fortifications with which he has fincc 
fut^unded it, has rendered this city the ftrongei): barri-> 
cr of France. 

The King prefcrved no better meafures with Spain. 
He demanded the town of Aloft, with all its bailiwick, in 
the Netherlands, which his Mioifters, he pretended, had 
forgotten to infert in the articles of the peace ; and up- 
on Spain's hefitation, he blockaded Luxemburg. 

At the fame time he pur chafed the.ftrong town of 
Cafal from i petty Prince, the Duke of Mantua, ^^g^ 
who . would have fold all his cftate to fupply his 
pleifures* • - 

On finding this Power extending itfclf on all fides, and 
acquiring, during a time of peace, more than ten pre- 
ceding Kings of France had' gained by all their wars, 
the alarm of Europe commenced anew. The Empire, 
Holland, and even Sweden, l^eing much difpleafed with 
the King, entered into an aflbciation againft him. Eng- 
land threatened; Spain determined on war; and the 
Prince of Orange exerted himfclf to bring about an open 
declaration of it. But none of thefc Powers dared imme- 
diately to commence hoftilities *. 

* It ha« been pretended, that it was on this occadon the Prince of 
Grange,^ afterwards King of Englantl, had publicly fa id cf Louis XIV. 
'* I coald not gaia his friendihip, bat I will deferve his edeem." This 
expr^dion has been repeated by feveral of theanecdote-wriiers, and the 
Abbe Choi'fi fixes it in the year 1672, It would merit fome attention, 
as Teeming to give a diftanc hint of the leagues that King WilHani if- 
ter1^'ards formed againft Loats XIV. $ but it is not true, that it wa» on 
the peace of Nimeguen that the Prince of Oranee faid fo ; and it is 
ftill lefs likely that Louia XI V. wrote to the Prince, ** You aik roy 
•* friendihip, I ftiall grant it to you when you deferve it." This was a 
reply adapted only to a vaiFal. Such infalting expreffions could never be 
made ttfe of towards a Prince with whom he was concluding a treaty. 
This letter is no where to be met with except in the compilation of 
Maintenon's Memoirs ; aod this collection has been much decried oa 
account of thir numberlefs falfitits con canned in it. Foltaire* 

The 
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The King^ already dreaded cvery-where, thought of 
nothing but of rendering himfelf ftill more formidable* 
He advanced the power of his Navy beyond the hopes of 
the French themfelve.s and the. conception* of the reft 
of Europe* He kept fixty thoufand faiJors on his efta- 
blifhment; and rhefc gnruly crews were re- 
Im? ftrained by the fame ftricldifcipline which govern- 
tt%2. ^d ^^ land-forces. England and Holland, tho* 
great maritime powers, had neither fo many fea- 
0^en, nor fuch good naval laws. Several corps of .Ca- 
rets were flfationed on the frontiers, and marine guards 
embodied in all the lea-ports, compoled of young men 
trained up and inftruSed in every art neceffary to their 
proftrfngn, by mailers paid out of the public treafury. 

The harbour of Toulon on the Mediterranean, con- 
llrudtcU at an immenle expence, was capable of contain- 
ing a hundred men of .war, ^ith an arfena), and magnifi- 
cent ftore-houfes. The port of Breft was formed after 
the fame model. Dunkirk and Havre-de-Gracc 
'^i ere filled with Ihipping; and Nature was forced at 
liochefort. 

, in fhort, the King had above a hundred flwps of the 
line, roanv o^f which were mounted with a hundred guns, 
and fomc with more. He did not lutFer them to remain 
idle in thefe ports. The fqoadron under the command 
of Du-Quene, fcoured the feas infefted by the Corfairs 
of Algiers and Tripoly. He avenged himfelf on Al- 
giers by the means of a new invention, which was dif- 
covered in confequence of that aclive fpirit which his at- 
ti-ntion to the arts had excited in all peifons of genius in 
his age. This barbarous but ingenious contrivance' 
was the ufe of bomb-ketches, by which devicp mari- 
time towns might be reduced to allies. .... 

A young man, whofc name was Bernard Renaad, 
(known by the appellation of Liule Benaud)' y/iih' 
out ever having fcrved on board a fiiip, became 
an excellent mariner by the mere force of genius 
and application. Colbert, who ufcd to beckon merit 
from the Ihade, had frequently confulted thismari^at the 
Admiralty-board, even when the King was prefent. 
It was owing to the afliduity and inftruftions of Renaud, 

i that 
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that the French from that time were taught a more regular 
ajideafy rnanner of conftrufting veffels. He ventured to 
proppfc in Council the bombardment of Algiers from 
fhips at fea. No one before had ever conceived the 
idea that a mortar could difchargc its bomb to any 
effedt, except fixed on terra firman The. propofition 
was treated as an idle theory^ and he fuftained all that 
contradidion and raillery which every projeftor mufl: 
expc<9: to meet with; but his firmnefs, and that fort of 
eloquence which men are generally polTefled of who 
are ftrongly imprefied with a convidlion of their art^ 
determined the King to permit an experiment to be 
made of this new invention.. 

Itenaud had five vellels conftrufted, lefler than ordi- 
nary, but ftronger built in timber, without .upper decks^ 
but with a falfe one'in the hold, upon which were, fra- 
med cavities to receive the mortars. With this equip- 
ment he fet fail, under the command of old Du-Quene^ 
who was charged with this enterprize, but from which he 
had no hopes of fuccefs. DuQuene and the Algerines were 
equally aftonilhed at the efFeft of the bombs, when they, 
law great part of the town beaten down, and 
reduced to alhes. But this art, extending tp ^^53^^* 
other nations, ferved only to multiply the ca- 
lamitiesof mankind, aridhas been more than oncedeffiruc- 
tive to Francb, for whofe fervice it was firft contrived. 

The Marine being thus brought to perfedion in fo 
few yeai-s, was the elFedt of Colbert's afliduity; and 
Louvois emulated him in caufing above a hundred ci- 
tadels to be fortified, and building Hunjngen, Sar-Lou- 
is, the fortreffes of Strafbargh, Montroyal, &c. 
While the Kingdom was acquiringfuch outward ftrength, 
tJie arts were held in honour within ; pleafures and 
plenty every-where abounding, Paris was crowded 
with foreigners, who came to admire the Court of 
LpuisXlV. whofe n^mewa^knovvn throughout all the 
world. 

His glory and good-fortune were encreafed ftill more 

from the weaknefs of the generality of the cotemporary 

Princes, and the xiiftrefies of their ftatcs. The Empc- 

I ror 
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rof Leopold wa^ apprehcnfivfe of the Hungarian 
malecontents, but more fo of the Turks, who, invited by 
them, were preparing to invade Germany. The policy of 
Louis made him perfccute the Pfoteftants in France, 
thinking that. he ought to put it out of their power to 
hurt him, at the fame time that it kd him to protc<9", 
clandeftinely^ the recufants and rebels of Hungary, as 
it might tend to his advantage. Mis Ambaflador at the 
Porre had preffed the armament of the Turks^ befoiie 
the peace of Nimeguen ; but the Divan, from a fingular 
caprice, has ever waited until the Emperor was at peace, 
before it emitted a declaration df war agiinft him. 
The war in Hungary was not commenced until ^6^2 ; 
and the year afterwards the Ottoman army, amounting, 
as has been reported, to the number of two hundred 
thouftnd men, augmented ftill by a large 'fupply of 
Hungarian troops, and obftrufted in its courfe by no 
fortified towns, fuch as there were in France, nor*any 
forces capable of interrupting its career, advanced 
to the gates of Vienna, after having laid all the coun- 
try wifte in its paffage. 

The Emperor Leopold quitted Vienna with precipi- 
tation, and retired to Lintz^ on the approach of. the 
Turks ; and when he was infprhied that they had invefted 
Vienna, he took no other meafure than to retire ftill 
farther from it to Paffau ; leaving the Duke of Lorraln 
at the head of a fmall army, already harrafled by the 
Turks oh its march, to fuftain the fortune of the Em- 
pire as well as he was able *. 

There 'was not then the leaft manner of doubt 
but that the Grand- Vizier Cara-Muftapha, who com- 
manded the Ottoman army, would foon become mailer 
of Vienna, an ill-fortified city, abandoned by its" fove- 
rleign, and poorly defended by a girrifon, which, though 
nominally fixteen thoufand, ^as not above ten thou- 
ftnd cfFedive men. This was the crifis of a moft ditad- 
ful revolution. 

* See tbp extraordinary particulars of the fiegc of Vienna, in the 
Efay 9n the Manners, Sec, addieScd to Madame the Marcbionefs 
Chiie!6t. Vehaire. -'< 

' Louis 
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Louis XIV. was in hopes, and with good reafon, that 
Germany, overwhelmed by the Turks, and having no 
chief to oppofe them but one whofe flight had encreafcd 
the common terror, would Be reduced to apply to the 
proteftion of France. He had an army on the frontiers ^ 
of the Empire, ready to defend it againft thofe very ene- 
mies which his own intrigues had raifed up againft it. 
He might thus have become the Protrftor of the Em- 
pire,- and procured his fon to be elefted King- of the 
Romans, He had before joined agenerousconduft with his 
political views, when the Turks had threatened Auftria; 
not indeed by fending firccours a fecond time to the 
Emperor, but by declaring that he would not invade 
the Netherlands, but leave it in the power of the Au- 
ftrian-Spanifti branch of the family to affift that of Ger- 
many, then likely to be over-matched. He demanded 
no other con fidcration for this inactivity than that he 
fhould be fatistied with regard to feveral doubtful Ar- 
ticles in the Treaty of Nimeguen, and principally re-^ 
fpedling the Bailiwick of Aloft, which had been forgotten 
among the preliminaries. He had raifed the blockade 
of Luxemburg in 1682, without waiting to receive fa* 
tisfaftion in this po nt, and abftained from all hoftili- 
tics during a whole year after. 

But at length this generofuy became exhaufted during 
the fiege'of Vienna. 'he Spanifti Miniftry, inftead of 
foothing, rather incenfed him-, and Louis XIV. fent an 
army into the Low-Countries,, at the very time that Vi- 
ennk was ready to lurrender, which was about the be* 
ginning of Sep«ember; but, contrary to all probable 
hopes, Vienna was refcued from its diftrefs. 1 he pre- 
fumption of the Grand V^izier, his efFemmacv, his brutal 
contempt for the Chriftians, his ignorance, and dilatori- 
nefs, occafioned his deftiuftion. it required an excefs 
of all thefe faults combmed, to have fa vcd' Vienna from 
perdition. ' 

John Sobiefki, King of Poland,, had, 
tithe to arrive to its relief; and with the ^^j^^^'/^* 
junftion of the Duke of Lorrain, had only 
to prefent himfelf t)cfore the Ottoman multitude, to put 

Vol* 1. N them 
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them to the rout *. The Emperor returned to his ca- 
pital, with the mortification of having quitted it. He 
juft pafled by as his deliverer was coming out of the 
churah, after having fung ?V Bium^ and where the 
preacher had given a difcourfe upon this text : " There 
was a man fcnt from God, and his name was John -{-."' 
We have already feen that Pope Pius V, had applied 
thefe words to Don John of Auftria, after the viftory 
of Lepanto ;{;. We know, alfo, that many things which 
appear to be new, arc only repetitions. The emperor 
Leopold was at once triumphant and humbled. 

The King of France having now no further meafures to 
keep, ordered Luxemburg to be bombarded, feizcd upor> 
Courtray and Dixmude, in Flanders, took pofleffion of 
Triers, and rafed the fortifications. All this was to fulfil, 
as was faid, the fpirit of the Treaty of Nimeguen. The 
Imperialifts and the Spaniards negotiated with him at 
Ratilbon, while he was taking their towns j and the 
peace of Nimeguen, thus violated, was changed to tl 
truce of twenty years*, by which the King was per- 
mitted to keep pofleffion of Luxemburg, witli 
the principality belonging to it, which he had juft 
conquered. 

Atm\ ^^ ^*^ ^^^" yet more formidable on the coaft 
1684*. ^^ Africa, where the French were hardly 
known, before his time, except by the flaves 
made by the Corfairs of Barbary. Algiers, twice 
bombarded, fet^t Deputies to nuke fubmiffion, and fue 
for peace. . They fet all the Chriftian flaves at liberty, 
and paid a muldt alfo inftead of receiving a ranfom, 
which is a double mortification, to Pirates. Tunis and 
Tripoli made the fame fubmiffions. 

It may not be foreign to our fubjeft tp mention the 
following circumftance. Damfrevifle was the name of 
tlxe Captain of the French Ihip which wax fent to Al- 
giers to receive the Chriftian captives, in the name of 

• • • 

• He had defeated them twice before. 
f See the Effay on thi Manyiers^ £*ff. in which the difcourfe is al- 
ways' addrelTed to the fame perfon. 

X Gained over the TurkiQi FIctet in 1571. Tranjlator* 

the 
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the King of France, After they were all aboard, fomc 
finglilhmen who were amongft them, boafting to Dam- 
freville that it was in deference to the King of 
England they were fct at liberty ; the French Cap- 
tain fent for one of the Algerine Magiftrates, and de- 
livering them over to him, ** Thcfe people, faid he, 
pretend that they were not rcleafed but in the name 
of their own King ; mine, therefore, will not prefumc 
to offer them his proteftion. 1 return them to you 
again, and fliall leave you to fettle the point with the 
King of England;" upon which ihey were all put 
into chains again. The pride of the Englilh, the weak- 
nefs of Charles the Second's government, and the re- 
fpedt of the Nations for Louis XIV. are all fhewn by 
this ftory *. 

And fuch was this univerfal refpcft, that new honours 
were conferred upon his Ambaffador at the Ottoman 
Porte, particularly thaf of the Sofa-f-, even while he 
was humbling the people of Africa, who are under the 
proteftion of the Grand Seignior, 

The Republick of Genoa humbled itfelf ftill more 
fubmiflively towards him, than that of Algiers. T^he 
Genoefe had fold gun-powder and bombs to the Alge- 
rincs ; and had likewife built foilr gallies for the fervice 
of Spain. The King forbad them, by his Envoy St. 
Olon, one of his Gentlemen in ordinary, to launch jchofc 

• 1 don*t think that the flory proves any one of thefe three articles. 
The £hglifhmen mult have been millaken in the point, or it would 
have been folly, not pride, to have fported with their liberty* ^The 
fabmifiion of the Algerines ihewed only their fear^ not their refpe^t ; 
and I do not fee why Charles the Second's name is brought here into 
queftion, as no requifition had been made on his pare, in this tranf- 
adion. All that appears plain from the ftory is. the pride of the Frettch- 
man in fo highly refenting the folly or ignorance of a parcel of unhappy 
wretches, his inhumanity in punifhing them fo fcverely, and his in To- 
lence in daring to alter the cartel, which had been given him in charge 
only to fee executed. At the fame time, it muft confiderably leflen 
ogrrefpedt for Louis the Great, that he (liould have acquiefced both 
in the cruelty and irregularity of the aftion. Tranfiaior, 

f This privilege of the Sofa in Turkey, is the fame with that of^the 
Tabouret in France^ a right to fit in the Prefence. Ibid. 
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feips, and menaced them with immediate chaftifemenf, 
if they did not inftantly comply with his demand. 

The Gcnoefe, inccnfed at this violation of their liber- 
ties, and depending too much upon the fupport 
of .Spain, n. idc him no fatisfa£tion. Immediately 
fourteen men of war, twenty gallies, ten bomb- 
ketches, with fevcral frigates, fet fail from the port of 
Toulon. Seignelai, the new Secretary of the Admiral- 
ty, whom the famous Colbert*, his father, had got ap- 
pointed to this pofl: before his death, was aboard the 
fleet* This young man, full of ambition, courage, 
wit, and aftivity, would be a foldier and a minifter at the 
fame time. He was covetous of every kind of glory, ar- 
dent in all his' undertakings, and blended his pleafures 
with his bufinefs, without interruption to either. Old 
Du Quenc commanded the large fbips, and the Duke of 
Mgntemar the gallies ; both of whom were the creatures 
of the Secretary of State. 

* John-Bapci(( Colbert, Marquis de Seignelai and C^anteaneEir fur- 
cher. Baron de Sceaux, de Lenier«s, d'Ormos, Minifter and Secretary 
of State,. Commander and High Treafurer of the King's orders, Comp- 
tiolier-General of the Finances, Superintendant of the baildings, arts, 
9nc) manufa6);ures of France, may be juiily (liled the ablcfl and befl Mi« 
nider that any kingdom in Europe ever produced. He attached him* 
iclf to Cardinal Mazarin, who favoured him with his confidence, and 
recommended him to ihe Xing as a man of unlhakeo fidelity, indefa- 
tigable application, aiid cxteniivc capacity. After the Cardiiral's deaths 
Louis appointed Colbert Comptroller-General of the Finances, which 
were in terrible diforder ; and he had all the 1-eafon in the workJ'to^be 
pleafed with this difpo£{ioo. To Colbert alooe, aU t^»e glory wbicli 
Loitis acquired by his external wacs, and internal admin ilbation, may 
be juflly attributed. Colbert improved and eftablifted the finances ia 
fuoh a manner^ as enabled the King to maintain armies that all £u* 
rope could rot oppofe. Coihert introduced and fupported manu- 
fadures,, extended and prote^ed commerce, and raifed (he marine of 
France to a moA formidable pitch of power. He advanced the liberai 
arts, by inilitutiTig academies, induilriouily fearehing afrer and re« 
wartiing merit ; inviting artills from all parts of Europe, and gratify- 
in !» them with penOons adequate to their defert. He opened a com- 
munication between the two ieas, by completing the canal of Langue« 
doc, He formed and fortified harbours; built docks and arfenals : in 
a word, there was not a remarkable work, either of magnificence or uti- 
lity in France, that did not owe its origin to Colbert, whom we would 
propofe as a perfc^ mo.del of a minilier. Tranflator, 

Tlicy 



THE AGE OF LbUIS XIV. ^ iSi 

They arrived before Genoa, and the ten 
bomb ketches difcharged fourteen thoufand ^1584''' 
IhelJs'into tbe town, which reduced to aflies a 
principal part of thofe marble edifices which had intitled 
this city to the name of Genoa the Proud. "^Four thoufand 
men were then landed, who marched up jco the gates, 
and burned the Suburb of St. Peter of Arena. It was 
now thought prudent to fubmit, in order to prevent the 
total deftruftion of the place. 

The King exacted that the Doge of Genoa, with four 
of the principal Senators, fliould come and implote his 
clemency in the Palace of Verfailles; and left the Ge- 
noefe Ihould elude the making this fatisfaftion, 
and lefTen in any manner the pomp of it, he infifted 
farther that the Doge, who was to perform this embaffy, 
ihould be continued in his magiftracy, notwithftanding 
the jierpetual law of Genoa, which deprives a Doge 
of his dignity yiho is abfcnt but a moiiiept from the 
city. 

Imperialo Lercaro Doge of Genoa, attend- ^ • 
cd by the Senators Lomellino, Garibaldi, Du- j^g' ' 
razzo, and Salvago, repaired to Verfailles, in 
order to fubmit to every thing the King fliould require of 
them. ThcDoge, apparelled in his robes of ftate, his head 
covered with a bonnet of red velvet, which he often took 
off during his fpeech^ made his fubmiflion, the very words 
and demeanour of which were didaied and prcfcribed 
to him by Seignelai. 

The King gave him audience, fitting and covered : 
but as in all the aftions of his life he joined politenefs 
with dignity, he behaved towards Lercaro and the Sena- 
tors with as much gracioufnefs as ftate * The Mini- 
fters, Louvois, CroifTy, and Seignelai, treated them 
with more haughtinefs ; which gave the Doge occafion 
no fay, " The King captivates oqr hearts by the man* 
*' ner in which he receives us, but his Minifters fet 
*' them at liberty again.*' The Doge was a man of a 

• Yet with all bis gracioafnefs and politenefs, tlce is fomething 
very difguiling in the pride and infolence of ihi« adt.Qx* of Louis XIV. 
3*ran/lator* 
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lively wit. Every one has heard the reply he made to 
the Marquis of Seignelai, when he afked him what he 
found moft remarkable at Verfailles ? *' To fee myfelf 
here," faid he. 

The extreme pafiion that Louis XIV. had for every 
fpecies of parade, was ftill further gratified by an em- 
bafly which he received from the Kingdomof Siam, a 
country, which, till then, was ignorant that France 
had an exiftence. This happened through one of thofe 
Angularities which prove the fupcriority of the Euro- 
peans above all other nations of the earth *. A Greek, 
named Phalk Conftance, the fon of a Publican at Cepha- 
lonia, chancing to be appointed Barcalon^ that is, Prime 
Miniftcr, or Grand- Vizier of the Kingdom of Siam ; in 
order to confirm himfelf in his (tation, and perhaps with 
a view towards an higher one, required fome foreign aflif- 
tance for his purpofes, but did not choofc to confide in 
the Englifh or the Dutch, who are dangerous neighbours 
Jn the Eaft- Indies. The French had lately eftabliftied 
fome Faftorics on the Coaft of Coromandel, and had 
tranfported the character of their King along with them 
into this extremity of Afia. 

J 684 Conftance thought Louis XIV. a likely 

perfon to be flattered by a homage fo little 
expedted, and coming from fuch a diftance. He made 
religion too, themafter-ipring of all earthly politics, from 
Siam to Paris, -fubfervient to his fcheme. He fent, in 
the name of the King of Siam, his mafter, a folemn em- 
balTy, with rich prefcnts, to Louis XIV. informing him 
that the Indian Potentate, enamoured of his glory, was 
defirous of entering into a treaty of commerce with the 
French nation, exclufively, and that he was alfo very- 
near becoming a Chriftian himfelf. 

The greatnefs of the King, thus flattered, and his re- 
ligion impofed upon, induced him to depute to the King 
> • 

* Tlils curious remark is perfeftly in the impofing manner of our 
Author. In what way does this inflance prove the iuperiority of Eu- 
rope over Afia, AfrLa, and An^erica } Jraiijlator. 
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of Siam two Ambafladors and fix Jefuits; to whom he 
afterwards added a body of eight hundred infantry, pro- 
perly officered and equipped. But the fame of this Si- 
amefeEmbafly was all the advantage that accrued from it; 
for Conftancc fell, about four years after, a yidim to 
fiis annbition : thofc few FrencH who remained with 
him were maflacred,. tiie.rcft of his partifans oWiged to 
fly, and his widow, after having been within reach of 
the crown, was condemned by the fucceflbr of the King 
of Siam to fcrve as one of the cooks in his kitchen, an 
office fhe was born to* 

This third for glory, which led Louis XIV. to dif- 
tinguiCh-himfelf from the reft of the Kings of Europe, 
Ihcwed itfelf again in the haughty manner with whick 
he behaved towards the Court of Rome. Odef- 
calchi, Innoceat XI. fon to a banker of Milan, was 
^t that time on the Ecclcfiafticai Throne, He was a 
man of virtue, afege pontiff, and, though an inc^ifferenit 
divine, a courageous, refolute, and magnificent Prince. 
He fuccoured the Empire and Poland againft the Tucks 
ivith his money, and the Venetians with his gallies^ 
and loudly exclaimed againft the conduft of Louis XIV. 
who affiftfed the Turks againft the Chriftians. 

It was remarkable that a Pope fhould fo warmly ef- 
poufe the caufe of the Emperors, who ftile themlelvcs 
Kings of the Rvmam, and who would, if they could, 
reign perfonally in Rome. But Odelcakrhi was born 
undej" the Auftrian fovereignty, and had made two cam- 
paigns in the Milanefe army. Habit and humour go- 
vern moft men. ' 

His pride was piqued at ^the infoknce of the Kitig^, 
who, on his part, ga^e him every kind of mortification 
that a King of France could poflibly ofter to a Pope, 
without feparating from his communion. There had 
for a long time obtained an abufe in Rome, which it 
was difficult to remedy, becaufe it was. founded on a 
pundtilio of which the Catholic Princes were tenacious. 
Their Amba-ITadors at Rome had extended their privile- 
iges, and the rights of afylum attached to their c ha rafter, 
tt> an unreafonable extent, which they comprehended 
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vndcr the denomination of ^f artier *. Thefc pretenfions 
being always niaintaincd, rendered one-half of the city 
a fanduary for all manner of c\ imcs. By another abufe, 
whatever was brought into Rome under the name of 
the Ambaffadors, was exempted from duty. Com- 
merce fuiFcrt d, and the flute was impov< rilhed, under 
this pretence. 

. Pope Innocent XI. obtained, at length, from the Em- 
peror, the King of Spain^ the King of Poland, and the 
new King of England James II. who was a Catholic 
Prince, a renunciation of thefe unconfc ion able claims. 
The Nuncio Ranucci applied to Louis XIV. to concur 
with the other Kings towards the peace and regular 
government of Rome. But Louis being diflatisfied 
with the Pope, replied, " That he would never condudt 

himlcU by the example of others ; it being his place 

rather to give, than take, example -j-." 

Nov. 1687 ^^ ^^"^ ^^^ Marquis dc Lavardin on an 
' emb:ffy to Rome^ on purpole to infult the 
Pope. Lavardin made his entry into, the city, m de- 
fiance of the P(>n lift's, interditlio'h, efcorted by four 
hundred marine guards, an equal number of volunteer 
officers, and two hundred men-fervants in livery, all 
armed. He took poffcffion of the Vatican, of its en- 
virons, and of the Church of St. Louis, about which 
he poftcd centinels, and ordered them to go the rounds, 
as in a garrilon. 

The Pope is the only fbvercign power to whom fuch 
an cmbafly could be fent-, for the authority he aflumes 
over crowned heads, makes them ever inclined to hum- 
ble him i and the weaknefs of his ft ate leaves them at 
liberty to do fo, without danger. All that Innocent XI. 
.was able to oppofe to the Marquis de Lavardin, was the 
worn out weapon of excommunication-, arms which have 
now as little force in Rome itfelfi as they have elfe- 
wherc j but which, however, arc ftill made ufe of as a 

• A privilfged dift'ift. .« . 

•f 1 fee rothing magnanimous in this anfwer. It was merely vain 
anJ inlolent. ^He dekrvcd 10 have been made an fx/imfleof^ for fuch 
a fpcech. Bat^herc was ac> ffirit.in the times. Tru^Jlator* 

3 ^^^^ 
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jfbrt qf ancient, ceremony, as the Pope's foldiers wear 
arms merely as an uniform. 

The Cardinal d*Eftree^, a man of fenfc, but often un- 
fuGcefsful in his negotiations, was at that time Rcfident 
from France at Rome. D'hftrecs bein.q: obliged fre- 
quently to cpnfer with the Marquis dc Lavardin, could 
not afrerwards be admitted to an audience of the Pope, 
without firft receiving abfolution. He endeavoured to 
evade this. form, in vain; for Innocent XI. would 
> pronounce the words, in order ftill to preferve this 
imaginary authority by the. ufages on which it had . 
been originally founded. 

Louis, with the fame haughtipefs, but always fup- 
portcd by his refources of policy, would give an Ejec* 
tor to Cologne. Ever occupied in fowing divifions in, 
or making war upon, the Empire, he was rcfolved to 
elevate to this Electorate Cardinal Furftemberg, Bi- 
fhop of Strafburg, his creature, the victim of his inte- 
ferts, and an irreconcileable enemy to the Emperor, who 
had imprifoned him in the preceding war, as a German 
who had fold himfelf to France* 

The Chapter of Cologne, like all the other Chap- 
ters of Germany, pofleffes the right of nominating its 
Bifliop, who from thence becomes Eleftor of courfe. 
The perlon who now filled this fee, was Ferdinand of 
Bava ia, formerly thfc ally, but afterwards the enemy of 
the King ; as was the cafe of other P-rinces. He was then 
at the point of dealh. The King, liberal of his money, of 
his intrigues and his promifes, among the Canons, pre- 
vailed upon them to eled Furftemberg as his Coadj\)tor; 
and after the death of the Prince, he was again clefted 
by a majority of the fuffrages. 

I'hc Pope, by the Germanic Concordat, has the right 
of conferring the Bilhoprick on the perfon eleded, and 
the Emperor has that ot confirming him in the»Ele<5to- 
rate. The Emperor and Pope Innocent XI. being con- 
vinced that it would be almoft the fame thing to 
leave Furftemberg in poffeffion of the EJedlorate^ as to 
place Louis XIV. himielf there, joined their inrerefts 

to 
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to confer this Principality on young Bavaria, brother to 
the deccafcd. . 
^^ The King avenged himfelf on the Pope, by 
1688. taking Avignon trom him, and prepared for war 
againtt the Hmperor. He fued the Eleftor f^a- 
latine. at the £amc time, for the rights of the Princefs 
Palatine, Madame, fecond wife to Monfieur ; rights 
which Ihc had herfelf renounced in her articles of mar- 
riage. The war waged againft Spain in 1667, for the 
claims of Maria-Therefa, notwithftanding it was a fimi- 
lar, renunciation, proves plainly that covenants are only 
regarded by priyate perfons. 

Thus did the King, in the fummit of his greatnefs, 
difturb, defpoil, or humble, almoft: all the Princes of 
the other States; but, in return, they alnwfl: all of 
chcm .confederated againft him *. 



C H A P. XV. 

King James dethroned ly bis Son-in-law ^ William III. and 

protested by Lotus XIV. 

TH E Prince of Orange, nuwe ambitious even than 
Louis XIV. had conceived fuch vaft projeds as 
might have appeared vifionary in aStadtholder of Hol- 
land, if they had not been fupported by his courage and 
abilities. He refolved to humble tlie King of Prance, 
and dethrone the King of England. There was not much 
fiifficulty in uniting the States of Europe, fcparately, 
in a league againft ]France. The Emperor, with a 
part of the Empire, Holland^ and thje Dyke of Lofraip, 

^ Thus, notwithftanding the vail encomiu^is Iavi(lied upon Louts 
by the French writers, and whatever proofs he exhibited of magni* 
^ccnce, of opuIenc«, of oppreflion md power, he fhcwfed but very few 
of real wifdoin or policy ; for, by his rapacity, infolence a^d crujelty^ 
he provoked all the States of Europe to form a confederacy againd him, 
which Rripped him of all his vain-glory', and rediaced his people tp 
indigence and mifcry. 

What Salluft faysof the latter Romans, may juftly be applied %9 
X^ouis XI Y ; Proinde quajt injur iam Jacen, id demum effet imperio uti. 
'« And all this I c^n 4.P* bpcaulp 1 dar^^** ^ranjlaton 
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had at firft contrafted a fecret alliance at Apgfburg ; 
Spain and Savoy afterwards joined them. The Pope, 
without being exprefly linked in the confederacy, was, 
however, the political foul of it, by his intrigues. Ve* , 
nice aflifted, without declaring openly j and all the 
Princes of Italy were on their fide. 

In the North, Sweden was at that time conneftcd 
with the Imperialifts, and Denmark was an ufelefs ally 
to France. Above five hundred thoufand Proteftants, 
flying from the perfecutidn of Louis, and carrying with 
them out of France their induftry, and their enmity to. 
the King, were a new body of enemies difperfed through-,, 
out Europe, fpiriting up the Powers to a war which 
they were fufficiently inclined to already. (We fhall 
fpeak of the emigration of thefe Refugees, in the chap- 
ter on Religion). The King was furrounded by ene- 
mies on all fides, and had no other friend but King 
Tames. 

James, King of England, fucceffor to his brother 
Charles II. was a Catholic, as well as Charles, who, however, 
(did not conform 'till towards the latter part, of his life, 
arid only then in compliance with his miftrefles and his 
brother; and this was the more eafy to him, as in rea- 
lity he had no religion except that of pure Deifm. His 
perfeft indifference about all the articles which divide 
the minds of men, Jiad not a little contributed towards 
the trancjuility of his reign over England. 

James, on the contrary, from his youth attached by 
perfuafion to the Romifli Communion, joined to his 
creed a fpirit both of party and of zeal. Had he been 
a Mahometan, or a ^ifciple of Confucius, the Englifh 
would never have diftqrbed his reign upon that account; 
but he had formed the difign of eftabliftiing Catholicifm 
in his kingdom, which was confidered by thefe Royal 
Republicans ia a very alarniing light, ^s the religion 
of flavery' *, ' > ■ ' . 

It 

* In Vol. III. of the Meinoi'S of Malame de Maintenoq* in the 
fourth chapter, entitled, 0/ the King and ^ptn of England^ wf meet 
wjth 9n unaccpuQcabte jumbl^ of faliities. It is there (aid ^ that the 

fojlowr 
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It is fomctimcs cafy enough to cftablifli -a rc* 
ligion m a nation, Conftantine, Clovis, Guftavus Vaia, 
and Queen Elizabeth, introduced a new one without any 
danger, each by different, means; but for fuch revolu- 
tions there are two things indifpenfibly requifite, a 
profound policy, and lucky circumftances j but both of 
thefe were wanting to James. 

He was piqued at leeing fo many Kings in Europe 
defpotic ^ that ihofe of S weden and Denmark had lately 

following quediOD was propofcd by the Civilians : " Whether the 
people have a right to rebel again (I the au<horicy which endeavours to 
force a belief apon thtro ?*' but here the aifair was quite the reverfe ; 
the Englifh oppofed the King's incention of tolerating the Roman- 
Catliclic religion. The point in dxfpute wA9, ^' Whether the King 
had a power to difpenfe with the ieft»oath, in thofe whom he admitted 
to employments?" 

The fame writer fays, that Pope Innocent Xf. made the Prince of 
Orange a prefent of two hundred thoufand ducats, to go and extirpate 
the Roman-Catholic religion in England. 

He likewiie affirms, in the fame rajfh manner, that Innocent XL or* 
dered feveral (hcufand maffes to be laid for the Prince of Orange's fuc- 
ccfs. It is well known that this pontift favoured the league of Augf- 
burg, but he never aded in a manner fo ridiculous, and (u contrary to 
what he owed to his dignity. The Spanifh Envoy at the Hague, io« 
deed, ordered prayers to be publicly ftid in his chapel for ihefuccefs of 
the Dnlch ileet, of which Monfieur d'Avaux fcnt advice to his matler 
Lodis, 

This writer alfo gives us to underftand, that the Count d'Avaux 
corrupted the members of the (lace; but he is miilaken here again^ 
it was the Count d'Ellrade. He ifc likcwife wrong in point of cimc ; 
this happened. twenty. four years before, See Mr. d^EArade's letter to 
Nil, de Lionne, dated ^ept. 17, 1665. 

The fame author has the aflarance to quote Bifhop Gomet, whom he 
makes to fay, in exprclfing a particoJar vice in the Prince of Orange, 
that ** he was fond only of back-doors *.'* Now there is not a fingle 
word in all Burnet'^ Hiftory which bears the leafl reretnblance to folow 
an expreilion, atnd fo unworthy the pen of an hiftorian ; and though 
fome compiler of anec<^otes may have pretended that Bifhop Barisec 
fufiered fo indecent a phraie to efcapc him in converfation, fuch 
an obfcure teflimony ought i^ot furely to prevail againit an airthentic 
hi (lory. Folta^e. 



• Though Burnet did not ufe the grofs expreflion mentioned above, 
yet certain it hy hi? infinuated fomeihing almoft equivalent, to the 
prejudice of William's charadler, by recording a fcandalou* report 
thai the King nvas addicled to a Jecret 'vice. But this pafTage it 
omitted in the late editions of Birujifs H:[lory. * Trjnjlator. 

rendered 
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rendered themfclves fo; and that, in fine, Poland and En- 
gland were the only nations iii the world, where liberty 
and royalty fubfifted together, Louis XIV. encouraged 
him to become abfolutc at home, and the Jefuits preffed 
him to re-cftablifh their religion and their power along 
with it. 

But he conducted himfelf in both thefe attempts with 
fo little difcretion, that he only roUfed a fpirit of refenc- 
ment in the people againft him. He began, at firft, as 
if he had already accompliihed his views ; entertaining 
pub^ickly at Court a Nuncio from the Pope, with a num- 
ber of Jefuits and Capuchins ; lending feyen Englifh Bi- 
Ihops toprifon, whom he might have gained over ; in- 
fringing the Charter of the City of London, \Uien thd 
policy would have been to have enkrged its privileges ; 
Subverting with a high hand the laws, of which he might 
filently have fapped the foundation: finally, conduc- 
ing himfelf with fo little management, that the Cardinals 
of Rome ufed jeftingly to fay, ** that he ought to be ex- 
*' communicated, as one who was aftive for the deftruc-^ 
^' tion of the fmall remnant of Catholicifm that ftill 
« exifted in England *." 

Pope Innocent XI. founded very little hopes on the 
proceedings of James, and conftantly refufed his Con- 
feflbr Peters a Cardinal's hat, which he demanded for 
him. This Jefuit was an impetuous, artful man, who, 
giddy with the ambition of becoming a Cardinal and 
Primate of England, hurried his mafter to the brink of the 
precipice. The princij>al perfonsof the kingdom united ia 
fecret againft the King's defigns, and fent a deputation to 
the Prince of Orange. Their confederacy was conduced 
with fo much fccrccy and prudfence, that the Court had 
not conceived the leaft idea of a defedion. 

The Prince of Orange equipped a fleet to tranfport 
between fourteen and fifteen thouland men-f* I'his 

Prince 

• M. Voltaire is a perfe^l Machiavel. Ho gives cunning advice for 
wicke^ porpofes. Trayijlator.- 

' t The auihor of Mainienon's Memoirs alRfrts, that the Prince of 
Orange, upon the States- General refufing to grant him a fupply* ca- 
tered the aflembly, and addreffed them in this manner ; •* Gentlemen, 
there will be a war^ next fpring, aiid I defire chac this predidioQ ma/ 
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Prince was only an eminent individual, whofe private 
fortune exceeded not five hundred thoufand florins f a- 
year. But fuch was his admirable condufl: in public 
affaiis, that he had made himfelf intire m after of the 
treafures, the fleets, and the confidence, of th^ States- 
General. He 'was King, in efieft, in Holland, by his 
fpirit and addrefs ; and James had forfeited all regal 
power in England, by his folly and raihnefs. 

At firft it was pretended that this fleet was defl:ined 
againft France. The fecret was prefervcd inviolably 
by above two hundred perfons. Barillon, the French 
Ambafl^ador at London, a man of pleafure, and better 
acquainted with the intrigues of James's miftrefles than 
with thofe of Europe, was deceived ; but Louis XIV. 
was not impofed upon. He offered afllftance to his al- 
ly, who then declined it, out of a weak confidence; 
and requefted it, foon after, when it was too late, and 
when the fleet of the Prince, his fon-in-law, was under 
fail. 

Q^ Every thing failed him at once ; but he had been 
1688. firft wanting to himfelf. He wrote to the Emperor 
Leopold in vain, whofe anfwer was, " Nothing 
has happened to you, but what we had foretold.'* He de- 
pended on his Fleet, but it fufFered that of the enemy to 
pafsby. He mighthavedefended himfelf by land^atleaft, 
as he had an arniy of twenty thoufand men ; which had 
he led on to adion, without affording them time to hefi- 
tate, would probably have fought with fucccfs ; but he 
gave them leifure to confider and refolve. 

Many of his General Officers abandoned him. Amongft 
thefe was the fambus Churchill, as fatal afterwards to 

be reglftered." In proof of this he quotes the Count d'AvaaXy and 
fays, that this Minifter faw through the whole deGgn of the Prince of 
Orange. It is hardly pofiible to jumble together faliities in a worfe 
manner* Nine thoufand Tailors were ready aflembled in che year 
1687. The Count d'Avaux does not mention a fyllableof this pre- 
tended fpeech of the Prince of Orange ; nor had he the leail fufpicioa 
of that Prince's real defign, till the zoth of May, 1688. See his 
letter to the king, of that date. Voltaire. , 

t The Dutch ilorin is two fhillings — fifty thoufand pound, per ann. 

Louis 
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Louis as to James, and fo illuftrious under the tide 
of the Duke of Marlborough, ^e was a favourite 
with James, his creature, brother to bis miftrcfs, and a 
Lieutenant-General in his army; notwithftanding all 
which he quitted him, and went over to the Prince of 
Orange's camp. The Prince of Denmark, fon-in-law 
to JameS' and his own daughter, the Princefe Anne^ 
both forfook him. ^ 

Upon finding him.fclf attacked and purfued by one 
of his fons-in-law, and abandoned by the other ; defert- 
cd by both his daughters, his natural friends ; and hated 
even by thofe fubjefts who remained ftill of his party j 
he faw his fortune defperate ; and flight, the lafl: refource 
of a conquered Prince, was the only rcfolve he was capa- 
ble of forming, without waiting the event of a baule. 

Finally, after having been flopped in his flight by the 
populace, maltreated by them, and carried back again to 
London ; after having tamely fubmitted to the commands ^ 
oi the Prince of Orange in his own palace ^ after fee- 
ing his own, guards replaced by thofe of the Prince-, ba- 
nifhed from his houfe, and made prifoner at Rochefl:er, 
he took advantage of the unguarded manner in which 
he was purpofely attended there, to quit the kingdom, 
and feek an afylum in France. 

This was the asra of true Englifli liberty. The Na- 
tion, reprefented by its Parliament, drew the line, fo 
long contefted, between the prerogatives of the Prince 
and the privileges of the People ; and having prefcribed 
to the Prince of Orange the conditions on which he was 
to reign, chofe him for their King, jointly with his wife 
Mary, the daughter of James. From this time this 
Prince was no longer known in the greatefl part of 
Europe, but under the title of William III. lawful King 
of England, and the Deliverer of the Nation : in France, 
however, he was only confidered as the Prince of Orange, 
and an ufurper of his father-in-law's dominion!. 

The fugitive King came, with his wife, daughter Jan. 
of a Duke of Modcna, and the Prince of Wales, yet * ^^^* 
an infant, to implore the protection of L6uis XIV. 
The Queen of England, who had arrived before her huf- 

^ band, 
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b- 'vl, vvi<i aflonilheci at the fplendor wKichfurroundcd the 
K ' <r ^'-^ Fiance, at that protufion of magnificence which 
fot* b< htld at Verfajlles, and ftill more at the manner in 
v '.ich (hcf was received. 1 he King advanced to meet 
her* as' fcir as Chatou *. " I come, now. Madam, 
" fiid he, to pay you a melancholy lervice; but I hope 
^* foon to render you one more confiderable, and more 
*' fortunate.** Thefe were his very words. He then 
conduftcd her to the Palace of St. Germain's,^ where 
Ihe met v-ith the fame attendance as if fhe had been 
Queen of France ; .was fupplied with every thing that 
convenience or luxury could require ; with prefents of 
all kinds, of gold, filver, plate, jewels, and filks. 

Among thefe prelents was a purfe of ten thoufand 
louis d*ors laid upon her toilette. The fame attentions 
were paid to her .hufband, who arrived the day after 
her. He had fix hundred thoufand livres ayear efta- 
bliihcdfor the fupport of his houfehold, befidcs a number 
of prefents that were alfo made him. He had the King*s 
officers and guards to attend hinn All this reception, 
however, was nothing, in comparifon of the preparations 
thar were fet on foot for reftoring him to his throne. 

The King never appeared fo great, as upon this oc- 
cafidn ; and James appeared as mean. Thofe perfons 
of the Court or Ciey whofe opinions were thought to 
be decifivc upon the charaftcrs of men, held him in no 
manner of cftecm. He aflbciated chiefly with Jefuits. 
He alighted at their College in St. Antony -s-Street,- in 
Paris. He told them he was a member of their fraternity, 
and, wfiat'is (lill more extraordinary, what he fa id was 
true. He had got himfclf afTociated in this Order, with 
certain ceremonies, by four 'Jefuits, when he was Duke 

of York. 

1 his meannefs of fpirit in a Prince, joined lo the man- 
ner in which he had loft his crown, rendered him fo con- 
temptible, that the Court Wits amufcd themfelves every 
day in writing ballads upon him. Driven from England, 

• See the Letters of Madame de Sevigne, and ikc Memoirs of Ma^ 
da.axe dc ia Fajtiie, &c. 

he 



THE AGE OF LOUIS XIV. 193 

he was the jcft of France; nor was liis being a good 
Catholic of the leaft fervice to him. The Arch- 
bifhop of Rheims, who was brother to Louvois, faid 
publickly at St. Germain's, in his anti-chamber, >' There 
*' is a ^ood Chriftian for you, who has facrificcd three 
" Kingdoms for a Mafs I" 

He received nothing from Ronie, except Indulgencies 
and Pafquihadcs. In fliort, throughout the whole of 
this revolution, his religion. was of fo little fcrvice to 
his caufe, that when the Prince of Orange, at the head 
of the Calvinifts, fet fail to dethrone the King, his fa- 
ther-in-law, the Minifter of the Catholic King * at the 
Hague direfted Mafles to be faid for the happy fuc- 
cefs of his voyage. 

In the midlt of the humiliations of this fugitive King, 
> and the liberalities of Louis XIV. towards him, it was 
an object worthy of attention to fee James touching for 
the King^s Evil, in the little Convent of the Englifli 
Nun5 ; whether it is that the Kings of England arrogate 
to themfelves this peculiar privilege, as pretending to the 
Crown of France ; or that this ceremony had been eftab- 
liflied among them from the time of Edward the Firft. 

The King foon fent a convoy with him to Ireland, 
where th^ Roman Catholics ftill formed a party that was 
thought confiderable. A fleet of thirteen ihips of the 
firft-rate, lay in Breft road to efcort him. All the 
Officers, the Courtiers, and even the Prietts, who had 
followed James to St. Germain's, had their journey to 
Brcft defrayed at the expence of the King of France. 
The Jefuit Innes, Reftor of the Scotch College irf 
Paris, was appointed his Secretary of State. An Am- 
baflador, Monfieur d'Avaux, was named to attend ihe 
dethroned King, and followed him in all the pomp of 
his public charafler. 

Arms and ammunition of every kind wete ftored aboard 
the fleet, with furniture and uicnfils, from the highcft 
accommodations to the meancll ufes. The King went 
to take leave of him at St. Germain's, where, as his laft 

* King of Spain. .) 

Vol. L O gift. 
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gift, he prefciitcd him with his own cuirafs, faying, m 
cmbra ing him, ** The beft wi(h I can make for you 
*• is, that I may never fee you again." 

Scarcely had King James landed in Ireland, 
iCsir* ^*^^ his retinue, when twenty-three other large 
fhips of force, under the command of Cha- 
teau-Rcnaud, with a number of tranfports, followed 
him. This fleet having defeated and difperfed the 
Englifh Navy that oppofed its paflage, and fafely landed 
.the troops, and on its return taken fcven Dutch Mer- 
chantmen, came back to Breft viftorious over the Eng- 
lifh *, and laden with the fpoils of Holland. 

Soon after this, a third flipply fet fail again fron> 
Breft, as alfo from Toulon and Rochefort. The ports 
of Ireland, and the fea of the Englifh Channel, weire 
filled and covered with French fhips. At length Tour- 
ville, Vice-Admiral of France, with feventy-two fail of 
large men of war, met with the Englifh and Dutch 
fleet, confifling of about fixty fhips ; and they had an 
engagement, which continued ten hours. 

Tourville, Chateau-Renaud, d'Etrees, and Nemond, 
fignalized their courage and abilities in fuch a manner, 
March ^^ refiefted an honour on France which ihe 
1690.' had not been ufcd to. The Epglifh -and the 
July, ^ Dutch, *till then mafters of the Ocean, and 
1690. from whom the French had but a little time 
Before learned the art of arranging their fhips in battle- 
array, were entirely defeated. Seventeen of their men 
of war, difabled or difmaftcd, were run alhore, and 
burned by themfelves. The reft r«rtreated to the 
Thames, or fled towards the coafls of Holland. The 
French did nat lofc a fingle vefftl -f. 

And 

* Wht> would not imagine from ihis ejfpreflion that the French fleet 
h«d fuhdttd Ej^gland f whereas the truth ofthe matter is this :• The. 
French fqtiadron faUing in i*ifh the Engliih fleet under t-Jerberc, 
which was grea;ly inferior to themiti' number, an engagement en- 
iuedjin uhi'ch ihece'was not one vcfFcl kll on eiihel- fide; 'and the 
two fquadrons feemcd to part by con Tent. Eierbert put to fea, and 
Chvie<*u^Hcnaud retired into B-ntry-Day, in Iftland. frafr/km^r, 

f Phe French fleet contilled of feventy eight (hips o/vvar, and two- 
and'twenty fire-ihips ; whcrecis ct^e combined fquadrons of England 

and 
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And now, what Lbuis XIX''. Had Been wifhing foi* 
iiwenty years, and x^i'hich appeared beforfe to be fo very 
improbable, happened at laft -, he had obtained the em- 
pire of the Sea. Bat this empire was indeed of 
ihort duration. The enemies inert of war fled before 
his fleet. ' Seignelai^ who dared attenipt every things 
brought the galleys of Marfeilles upoii th^ Ocean $ 
and the coafts of England now faw this kind df » vefTels 
for the firfl time. By this means an eafy defcent was 
made at Tfcmouth, and in that bay above thirty mer- 
chant-lhips were burrted. The privateers of St Malo^ 
and the new harbour of Dunkirk, enriched both them- 
felves and the State by coritinual prizes! In a word, for 
the fpace of two years there was not a fliip to be feen oii 
the fea, except thbfe of Ff ancij. , . • 

King James did not fecond in Ireland tKefe efibrts of 
Louis XIV. He had yrith him near fix tboiifand French;- 
And fifteen thoufartd Irilh. Three-fourths erf the King- 
dom had declared in his favodrj and his aritagonift;- 
William^ was abfcnt. However, he profited nothing 
from thefc advantages. His" fortune received the firft 
check, before the little town of Londoriderry. He 
prefled it by an obftinate but ill eonduded ficge, during 
four months. The town was defended only by a Pref- 
bytcrian Elder, whofe name was Walker. This preacher 
had fet himfelf at the head of the armed citizens, and 
led them forth, as occaflon ferved, either to pray or 
fight. He infpired them with hardiriefs to brave death 
and famine ; and at length the Prielt obliged the King 
to raife the Gcoie. 

This firft diigrace irt Ireland was fdon followed by a 
greater misfortune. William arrived, and marched 
igainft him. Tht river Boyne feparated their armie^v 

ind Holland did not o^ceed ^fty-fix, Co that the enemy. had a fupe- 
norityof twenty- e wo. In this engagement the Dutch lo'ft fix (hips of 
;he line ; and the lofs of the Englift announted to two. Admiral Her- 
bert,, then Lord Torringtoo, was deprived of his command, and fcnc 
prifoncr to the Tower, in confequence of the complaints of che Siatej- 
penera), who affirmed tha( he had facrificed the Dutch fquadion ia 
the Engagement. Travjlator. * 

O z WilHam 
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William undertook to pafs it, in fight of the enemy'. Ir 
was barely fcrdablc in three places. The Cavalry fwam 
over, and the Infantry waded acrofs, with the water up 
to their Ihoulders -, but on the other fide they had a 
morafs * to travcrfc ;' ifter which they were oppofed by 
a fteep afcent, that formed a fort of natural inttcnch- 
ment. King William overcame all thefe obftacles, 
brought up his forces in three columns, and gained the 
battle, 

1 he Irifli, whom we have feenfuch goocf foldiers in 
France and Spain, have never deferved that charader 
in their own country^. There arc among nations, 
fome which feem formed to be fubjcft to others ^. The 
Englilh have always had over the Irifh a fupcriority in 
genius, in opulence, and arms §. Ireland has never 
been able to throw off the Englifh yoke, fince it was 
conquered by a fingle Englifli Nobleman ||. 
. The French flood their ground at the battle of the 

Boyne, but the Iri/h gave way, and were put to the 

^ • ■ 

. • Hi hemic e, a bog. Tranjlator^ 

t This (hews they are not DungUlUCochi at'lsrfl, Mr. Voltaire. Ih. 

J What a hazarded pofiiion is here! The Cappadocians themfeives 
were not naturally formed to be (laves ; and if not naturally ib, the sr- 
guinefit can borrow no force from occafional contingency. Such an ex- 
preflion coield never have efcaped from Montefquieu's pen. Ibid. 

§ M. Voltaire here fee ms to impute thefe advantages to the Engliih^ 
as if they were natural ones, and to reproach the Iriih with the acciden* 
/jt/difadvantagesthey have laboured under of circuffiftances, fitaation, 
and oppreflion, as if thcfe were n&taral* too. Buc the fame ipft dixit 
woald ferve to prove the fupetiority of Englifiimen themfeives over 
their own countrymen, by comparing the County of Middlefcx Witlv^ 
ihc Shire of York, Ibid. 

.|| With what con tamely does this fame hap bastard hi dorian fpeak 
of the poor Jri(h! "Conquered by ii Jtngltf ^r, as the French is, 
a JtmpU Nobleman," Would not one imagine that he was fpeak- 
ing here of ^inbus FUflrin towing a^^ay thfe whole BUfufcun 
fleet with a twilled packthread ? But tlw real (lory was briefly this : 
The nation was divided egainit itfeJf. Two of its Kings, of which 
there were flve, happened to be at variance with each oiher, .and one 
of litem called in Henry II. to his aid. M. Voltaire does not name the 
Nobhman, to whom^irg'/y, oxjimply^ he attributes this mighty fea: ; 
Lui I fuppofe he muil mean ttichard Strongbow, Earl of Strigul, af- 
terwards Chepiiow, becaufe he happened to command the flrlt paity of 
the Eni>Iiih that landed, and afterwards married the Iiiih King's daugh- 
ter. Ibid. 

rout. 
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rout. Their King, James, who appeared not in the en- 
gagement, either at the head of the French or of the 
Irilh, was the firft to retreat ; and yet lie had ever be- 
fore given proofs of perfonal valour : but there are 
times when a deprcffion of fpirits may become an over- 
match for courage *. 

King William having had his -ihoulder grazed by a 
cannon-ball before the battle, was reported to be dead, 
in France. This piece of falfe intelligence was received 
in Paris, with an indecent and fhameful rejoicings Some 
of the fubaltern Magiftratcs encouraged the citizens 
and populace to light bonfires on the occafion. The 
bells were fet a ringing, and in many parts of the town 
were burned ftraw-images, defigned to reprefent the 
JPrince of Orange, as they burn the Pope, on fome oc- 
cafions, in London. The cannon of the Baftile were 
alfo fired, not by the King's order, but through the ia- 
difcreet zeal of the Commandant. 

It might be imagined, from all thefe tokens of joy, 
and upon the credit of a number of writers, that fuch 
extravagant rejoicings upon thefuppofeddeathof anene* 
my, were the efFeft of the great terror with which he had 
infpired them -j-. All thofc who have written upon 
this fubjcft, both French and Foreigners, have faid, 
that thcfc marks of feftivity were the higheft eulogium 
that could be made on King William. However, if 
one , confiders the circumftances of the times, and the 
fpirit which then predominated, he muft plainly fee that it 
was not fear which produced thofc tranfports of joy. The 
citizens and populace are not apt to dread an ^n^my^ 

* There are fuch charaders in life, of men with valj^([ie h^artSj^ 
bat coward mindsp Turenne, under whom he ferved, fpoke hand* 
fomcly of him ; and Mi^rlborough, ofon hearing the courage of King 
James queftionei, faid, '^ No, my old Mafter was per/onally 6rav€ ; 
*' but wanted the beft pare of a foldier, re/oiutien.*' Iranjlator, 

\ And fuch imagination was right, notwithftandlng ^. Voluire'^ 
inyidioua and diiingenuous manner of folving the appearances. He 
certainly mud (ave been an obje^ of dread, as well ^s ofaverfion, to 
France, both to its religion and Hate : as Gener^Uflioio of Holland^ 
King of England, and head of the Prottftant league. They were 
a(hlUDe^ of their hafty joy, and gave, this turn 19 ^t, alceriyards. Ihid^ « 

O 3 unlcfa 
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unlefs he is at their gates. So far from being imprcfled 
with terror at the name of "William, the common people 
of France had the injufticc to dcfpife him. He had becq 
[generally defeated by the French Generals 5 and the Vul- 
gar were ipcapablc of judging how much true glory this 
Prince had gained even in his defeat^. William, con- 
queror of James in Ireland, appeared not yet to the eyes 
of the French an eneniy worthy of Louis XIV. Paris, 
jdolatrous of its King, abfolutely believed him to b6 
invincible. - . 

Thofcrrjoicings, then, were not the efFcft of fear, but 
of hate. The major part of the Parifians, born under 
the reign of Louis XIV. and inured to defpotic rule, 
regarded a |Cing at that time as a Divinity, and aa 
Ufurper as guilty of facrilege. The compion people, 
who had feen James go every day to Mafs, abominated 
"William as an berttic. The idea of a daughter and 
a fon-ih-law driving their father from. a throne, of a 
Proteftant reigning in the place of a Catholic, in a 
wordy of an enemy to Louis XIV. tranfported them to 
a degree of fury ; but the wifcr fort behaved themfelvcs 
with more' moderation. 

'• James returned to France, leaving his competitor 
to win more battles in Ireland, and to eftablifti him- 
felf on the throne. The French Fleets were then oc- 
cupied in bHnging back the French troops which had: 
fought in vain, and the Irifh Catholic, families, who 
being ftrippcd of every: thing in their own country,, 
chofe to go and fubfift in France on the liberality: o£ 
the King. . < • 

It is believed that what is called Fortune, had very 
little part in thiS' revolution^ from fir ft to laftJ The 
charafters folcly of Willi'ani and James efFefted thewhole'. 
Thofe' who love to trace the foorces of events in the 
conduft of rherr, may remark, that King William, after 
his victory, proclaimed a general pardon; and thiat 
King James, after his dtfeat, in pafling through a little 
town, nam^d Galway, hanged up fom;^ of the Citizens, 
who had advifed the Ihut ting their gates' againft hint* 
Of two men ading in fuch different maniiers, it was 
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an eafy matter to forefee which .wa^ moil likdy to 
prevail. 

There ftill remained, however, feme .towns in Ireland, 
which held out for James ; among which was Limerick^ 
garrifoned with above twelve thoufand men j and the 
King of France, ftill fupporting the fortune of James, 
fent over three thoufand regular troops to its affiftance. 
To this fervice he added the further liberality of fop- 
plying every thing neceffary both to the forces and the 
relief of the numerous inhabitants of the city. Forty faii 
of tranfport (hips, convoyed by twelve men of war, car- 
ried over all poflible fuccours of men, urenfils, and ac- 
coutrements ; engineers, gunners, bombardeers, with two 
hundred mafons; faddles, bridles, and houfings, for above 
twenty thoqfand hOrfe ; cannon, with their carriages -, 
mufkcts, piftols, and fwords, for twenty-fix thoufand 
men ; befidcs provifions and fhoes. 

Limerick, though belieged, being thus provided with 
every thing fufficient for its defence, expedtd to fee its 
King draw his fword upon that occafion. But James 
appeared nor, the town furrendered, and the French 
Ihips made a fecond voyage to Ireland, to bring back 
to France above twenty thoufand Irifti foldiers and in- 
habitants. 

What IS, perhaps, more extraordinary, is, that Louis 
XIV. was not difcouraged by all thefe fruitkfs attempts. 
He had a heavy war to fuflain, on his own part, againft 
the greateft part of Europe-, and yet he ftrcve ftill 
to reverfe the fortune of James by one decifive aAion, 
and to make a defcent in England with twenty 
thoufand men. He had aflembled them between CHer- 
bourg and La Hogue *• Above three hundred tranf- 
ports were ready to i-eceive them at Breft. Tour- 
ville, with forty- four n\en of war, kept criiifing ^"^^ ^^^ 
off the Coaft of Normandy, to efcorc them, and 
D*Etirees arrived frorn the Port of Toplon, with thirty 
fliips more, 

• Two fea-poru in France, on the coaH of Ndrmindy. TranjUtv* 

'■■ Q 4 - i 

• • • 
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If there be fome misfortunes which arc owing to. bad 
Conduft, fo there are others which arife merely from bad 
fortune. The wind, which was at firft favourable to 
D*Etrees*s fquadron, happened to change-, which put it 
out of his power to join Tourville. His forty-fbur 
Ihips were attacked by the united fleets of England and 
Holland, which confided of about a, hundred fail. Su- 
periority of numbers carried the day, and the French 
were obliged to yield, after an engagement of ten hours. 
Kufiel, the Englifli Admiral, purfued them for two days. 
Fourteen large (hips, two of which mounted a hundred 
and four guns each, were run afhore, and the Captains 
ki fire to them, to prevent their bcipg burnt by the^ne- 
my *. King James, who faw this difafter, (landing on 
the fhore, faw .at the fame time all his future hopes 
fwallowed up in the waves. 

This was the firft check which the fortune of Louis 
XIV. had received by fea. Seignelai, who, after Col- 
bert, his father, had brought the Navy of France to 
its height, had died towards the latter end of 1690. 
Pontchartrain, who from the poft of firft Prefidcnt of 
Brittany, had been raifed to the ofHce of Secretary pf 
State for the marine department, fufiered it not to de- 
cay. The fame fpirit reigned ftill in the adminiftration. 
France had, the very year after the difgrace at L^ Hogue, 
as large a fleet at fea as ftie had before ; for Tourville 
was at the head of threefcore fliips of the line, and d'E-. 
trees commanded thirty j befides thofe that remained in 

In 1606. l^^rbo^''- -A.nd even four y^srs after, the King 
fitted out an armament, more confiderable ftill 

• The Englidi hiftoriansfay the French fleet atnounted tofixty-thrce 
ihips of the liDe, and that a greater number of the French than of the 
Englifh were engaged. Certain it is, Bu/Tei's own ihip difab|pd the 
Rifing Sun, a fhip of onehandred and four guns, commanded by Tour- 
vitle in perfon* She was burned by Sir Ralph Delaval, near Cherburg. 
together with the Admirable, another firll*rate, and the Co«qoerant, of 
eighty guns. Eighteen other great ihips of the French fleet ;raB into 
La Hogue, where they were attacked by Sir George Ropke, who dc- 
l^royed them, and a great ouniber of tranfports laden ^ith ammuni- 
tion, in the midft of a terrible fire fro© the enemy, and in fight of the 
Irith camp. TranJIafor^ ^ 
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than any of the former ones, to convoy James over to 
England, at the head of twenty thoufand men. But 
this fleet only juft fheweditfelf; for the meafures of 
Jacnes's j^ty if\ England, were as ill condufted, as 
thofe of his proteftor were well planned io France. 

There was now no refource left for the partifans of 
the dethroned King, but in confpiracies againft the life 
of his rival. Almoftall thofe who engaged in thefe plots, 
fuflfered capital puniftiment; nor wa$ it believed that, 
cVen had they fucceeded, he would have recovered his 
kingdom again. He pafled the remainder of his days 
at St. Germain's, where he was maintained by the 
bopnty of Louis, and a penfion of feventy thoufand li- 
vres, which he y/as mean enough to accept privately 
from his daughter Mary, in whofe favour he had been 
dethroned. 

He died in the year 1700, at Sr. Germain's; and 
foipe Irifh Jefuits pretended that miracles were per- 
formed at his tomb *. They even talked at Rome of 
caponizing after his death, a Prince whom they had 
abandoned during his life. 

Few Princes were more unhappy than James ; and there 
is no inftance, in hiftory, of any family being unfortunate 
for fuch a length of time. The firfl: of his anceftors that 
wa^ King of Scotland, whofe name was likewife James, 
after being detained prifoner in England eighteen 
years, was affaffinated, with his queen f, by the hands 
of his own fubjefts. James II. his fon, was kill- 
ed, at nineteen years of age, fighting againft the En- 
gUfli J. James III. after being imprifoned by his fub- 
jefts, was (lain by the rebels in an engagement. James IV. 
pcriftied in a battle which he loft. Mary Stuart, his 
granddaughter,, driven from her throne, and a fugitive 
in EngUnd, after having languifhed eighteen years in a 

* Ic was ridicoloafly pretended tb&t bis tellques had cured the Bi- 

(hop of Autun of a fillula. Voltaire. 

t The queen wts onljr wounded, and recovered. Tranjlator, 

X He was killed by accident, at Roxburgh, M* Voltaire writes 

pften wuhouc bosk. Ihid. 

* ^ prifbn. 
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prifon, faw hcrfelf condemned to death by Englifh 
Judges^ and loft her head on a fcaffold. Charles h 
grandfon of Mary, King of Scotland and England, was 
fold by the Scotch, fcntenc«d to death by tlw Englilh, 
and died on a fcaffold before the eyes of his people. 
James, his fon, the fcventh of his name in Scotland,, and 
the fecond in England, who is our prefcnt fubjeft, Mras 
driven out of his three kingdoms; and, to add to his 
misfortune, even the legitimacy of his fon was dif- 
puted. This fon, in attempting to regain the throne > 
of his anceftors, only brought his friends under the 
hands of the executioner; and we have fince feen 
Prince Charles-Edward, uniting in vain the virtues of 
his forefathers and the courage of King John So- 
bieUcy, his grandfather by the mother's fide, perform- 
ing exploits and fuffering misfortunes almoft incredi- 
ble ♦. ^ 

If any thing could juftify thofe who believe in an 
unavoidable fatality, it would be the continued fuccef- 
fion of niisfortunes which have befallen the Houfe of 
Stuart during the (pace of above three hundred 
ycars^ 

* M. Voltaire is the fird hi dorian that ever made a hero of him. 
He might have faid the fame of him as he does of his father^ iii ttus 
fentence before^ and neither more or kfs* ^ranjlaut* 
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CHAP. XVI. 

* 

Of what paffed on the Continent while King William waf 
invading England^ Scotland^ and Ireland'^ till the year 1697. 
Thefecond burning of the Palatinate. The ViSories of 
the Marjhals Catinat and Lupcemhrg^ Gf f . 

NOT being willing to interrupt the chain of the 
afFairs relative to England, I now. return to what 
paffed on the Continent. 

The King, while he was thus forming fuch a navaj 
force' as was never exceeded by any other ftate in Europe, 
had to contend with the Emperor and the Empire, 
Spain, the two maritime powers of England and Hol- 
land, both become more formidable under one head *, 
Savoy, and almoft all Italy. One alone of thefe enemies, 
England or Spain, was formerly fufficient to hav'e ruin- 
ed. France -, but all together now were not able to make the 
leaft impreffion upon her. 

Louis XIV. had almoft conftantly five armies on foot 
during the c6urfe of this war, fometimes fix, ^but never 
left than four. The troops in Germany and Flanders 
often amounted to the number of a hundred thoufand 
effective men. The frontier places were nor, however, 
left ungarrifoned. The King had four hundred and fif- 
ty thoufand men in arms, including his marine forces. 
The Turkilh Empire, fo powerful in Europe, Aua, and 
Africa, never had fo many ; and e^n the Roman Em- 
pire had not more,, nor had it ever fo many wars to fuf- 
tain at any one time. Even thofe who blame 
Louis Xiy. for having made himfelf fo many enemies, 
admire him for the meaifures he took, not only to defend 
himfelf, but to prevent attacks, 

. Thefe. enemies had. not yet either intirely declared 
themfelves, or united together : the Prince of Orange 
had, not yet fet fail from- theTexel to drive his father- 
in-law into, exile, when France had her armies upon the 

'^ ' '■ ' •WiUiam !«• 

frontiers 
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frontiers of Holland and on the Rhine. The King had 
fent his fon, the Dauphin, who was ftiled Monfeigneur^ 
into Germany, at the head of an army of a hundred 
thoufand men. This Prince was mild in his manners, 
modeft in his behaviour, and feemed to be the very 
counterpart of his mother. He was then about twenty- 
feven years of age. This was the firft time he had ever 
been inrrufted with a command, after his character had 
afforded fufficient afTurance that he would not make aa 
ill ufe of it. The King faid publickly to him on his de- 
parture, *' My fon, in deputing you to cpm- 

6*88"* "'mand my armies, I furnifh you with an 

** opportunity of proving your merit. Go 

** and difplay it before all Europe -, fo that when I die^j 

" it may not be perceived that the King i$ no 

" more.*' 

The Prince had a fpecial commiflionf given him for the 
command, as if he had been merely one of the General^ 
whom the King had chofen for the campaign. His father 
ufed to addrcls his difpatches " To our .fon the Dau^ 
*' phin, our Lieutenant- General, commanding our armies 
'* in Germany." 

All matters had been fo provided and difpofed before, 
hand, that the fon of Louis XIV. whofe name and pre-, 
fence was to contribute to the eclat of this expedition, 
might not fuffcr any kind of difgrace. Marlhal Duras 
was in cffeft the Generaliffimo. Boufflers had a body of * 
troops on this fide the Rhine, and Marlhal d'Humieres 
another towards Cologne, to watch the motions of thq 
enemy. ^ 

Heidelberg and Mentz were taken. The fiege of 
Philipfburg, which is always the firft manoeuvre, in a 
war with Germany, was commenced. Vauban condudt- 
ed the fiege, and all the articles not included in his 
department were intruded to Catinat, then Lieutenant- 
General, a man capable of every thing, and formed for 
all kinds of bufinefs. 

Monfeigneur arrived at the Camp fix days after the 

trenches were opened. He imitated the conduit of his 

father, hazarding his perfon only where it was neceffary, 

«-— ^ 
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but not rafliljr -, aJTable to every one, and liberal to the 
foldiery. The Kinjg was fenfible of a perfedl fatisfac- 
tion in having q, fon who copied without exccl^ng him, 
♦and who rendered himfelf beloved by every one, with- 
out giving caufe of fear to his father. 

Philipfburg was taken in nineteen days; u^y^ j^^ 
Manheim in three; Frarickendal in two; and 1688. 
Spires, Triers, Worms, andOppenheimfur- Nov, 15, 
rendered as foon as the French prefented 
themfelves before their gates. 

The King was determined to make a defert of the Pa- 
latinate, as foon as ihefe towns weretaken. His defign 
in this was to cut off the means of fubfiftence from the 
enemy, rather than to take revenge of the Eleftor Pala- 
tine, who wds guilty of no other offence than having done 
his duty, in uniting with the reft of the Empire againft 
France. An order was fent to the army from Louis, 
figned Louvois, to reduce the whole country to alhes. 

The French Generals, who could not refufe obedi- 
ence, gave notice, in the very midft of \viiiter, to the ci- 
tizens of all thofe flourilhing and well-built towns, to the 
inhabitants of the villages, and "to the Lords of above 
fifty caftles, to quit their dweHings, as every thing was 
immediately to be deftroyed by fire and 
fword. Men, women, old people and chil- ,^3**^^' 
dren all fled away with the utmoft precipita- 
tion. Some wandered about in the fields, and the reft 
took fiielter ih the neighbouring countries; while the 
military, who are generally quick to execute and exceed 
commands of rigour, and ilow to obey thofe of clemen- 
cy, burned and pillaged th6r country. They began 
with Manheim and Heidelberg, the refidence of the Elec- 
tor, whofe palaces were dellroyed with as little remorfe as 
the citizens houfes. Even tombs were Ibroke open by the 
rapacity of the foldiers, who expeifted to have found 
jfome concealed treafures there ; and thfe afhes of the dead 
were fcattered in the air. 

This was the fecond time that this fine country had 
been laid wafte by Louis XlV, But the flames with 
vfhkh Turenne had burned two cities and twenty vil- 
lages 
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lages of the Palatinate, were but fparks in comparifon of 
this laft conflagration. All Europe behdd this aSion with 
horror. The Officers who executed the command, were 
aihamed of being the inftruments of fuch barbarities^ 
The blame was thrown upon the Marquis de Louvoisy 
become more inhuman from that calloufnefs of heart 
which a long miniftry is apt to produce. He* had, in-' 
deed, given fuch advice ; but Louis had it in his powef 
not to have followed ir. If the King had. been a witneis 
of this fpedacle, he would himfelf have extinguifhed thp 
flames. But he (igned the order at his palace of Ver- 
failles, in the midft of his pleafures,. for the deftruo- 
tion of a whole country, becaufe he faw nothing in fuch 
a command except his power and the unhappy right of 
war ; tho% had he viewed the fcene^ Ke would have confi- 
dered nothing but the horror of it. The nations of Eu** 
tope, who till then had only blamed his ambition while 
they admired it, now exclaimed againft his. cruelty ; and 
all condemned his politics : for fhould the enemy ever 
penetrate into his dominions, as he had done into their^ 
they would reduce his towns to aflies, in turn. 

This danger was to be apprehended. Liouis, in cjo- 
vering his frontiers with one hundred thoufand jbldiers^ 
taught Germany to make the fSme efforts,. This coun- 
try, being better peopled than France, might be abltf 
to raife larger armies: They have more difikMlty^ in- 
deed, in levying, aflembling, and paying them ; ahci 
they are longer before they take the field : but theip 
ftrid: difcipHne and patieftce uodtr fatigues m^ktf 
them at the end of a campaign, as formidable as the 
French are at its beginning. The Duke of Lorrlin^ 
Charles V. commanded them. This Prince, thoughf 
ftill kept out of his dominions by Louis XIV, had pre- 
fer ved the Ejupire for Leopold, and rendered him con-^ 
queror over the Turks and Hungarians. He now earner 
with the Eleilor of Brandenburg, to balance the for- 
tune of the King of France. He retook Bonn an^ 
Mentz, two towns that were very badly fortified, but^ 
defended in a manner which' ^s efteemed a model for 
the defence of pUccs. Bonn did not furrcnder till aftet 
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fiege of near four months, and after Baron d*A$feld^ 
who commanded there, was mortally wounded in a ge- 
neral alfault. 

The Marquis d'Uxelles, afterwards Marfhal of 
France, a moft prudent and wary General, had made 
(difpofitions fo admirably contrived for the defence pf 
Men tz, that his garrifori fuffered hardly any fatigue in 
the great fervice it performed : befidps the care he took 
to provide for every tking within, he made one-and- 
twenty fallies upon the enemy, and killed above fiv<5 
thoufand of their men. He fometimes made one or two 
fallies in a day : in fliort, he defended the place feven 
weeks, and furrendered at length only for want of 
powder. 

This defence deferves a pl^^ce in Hiftory, both on ac- 
count of its own merit, and the manner in which it war 
received by the Public. Paris, that / immenfe city, 
Ayhofe indolent inhabitants pretend to judge of' every 
thing, and who havefo many ears and tongues with fa 
few eyes, looked upon d'Uxelles as a timorous perfon^ 
and deficient in judgment. When this man, on whom 
€very good officer conferred juft praife, after his return 
from the campaign, went to the play-houfe, the popu- 
lace hooted him, and cried out Mentz ; upon which he 
was obliged to retire ; not without heartily contemning^ 
as every wife man muft do, a people who* are fifch bad 
judges of merit, but whofe praife, neverthelefs, is fo 
much the objeft of ambition. 

About the fame time, Mar(hal d'Humieres 
was beaten at Walencourt*, on che Sambre, in •'""^* 
the Netherlands, by the Prince of Waldeck ; 
but this check, though it injured his reputation, very 
little affeded the French arms: Louvois, whofe crea-^ 

* The Prince of Waldeck, who commanded the Dutch army, was 
reinforced by eleven thoufand Englilh, under the Earl of Marlbo- 
rough. Marfhal d'Humieres attacked che foragers at Walencourt, and' 
an obliinate engagement enfuing,- was obliged to retreat in confufion/ 
with the lofs of two thoufand men, and Ibme pieces of artillery. Mean- 
while/ a little army of obfervation, commanded by che Prince de Vau- 
demont, levelled^art of the French lines, on the fide of Courtray, and 
mft-'d coot ai)u lions' i» this ten kories of Fraiice* Tranjlator* 
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turc and friend he was, found himfelf under the necef- 
fity of taking from him the command of bis army. Ano- 
ther General was to be fent in his room. THc Kmg 
chofe Marfhal Luxemburg, againft the inclinations 
.of his Minifter,' who hated him, as he had done Tu- 
rcnnc. " I promifc you," faid the King to him, " that 
*' I have had fome pains to make Louvois aft rightly. 
I have obliged him to facrifice to the good of my fer- 
vice the enmity he bears to you. You arc to write 
only to me ; your letters are not to pafs through his 
" hands V* Luxemburg then commanded in Flan- 
ders, and Catmat in Italy. Marfhal de Lorges defend- 
ed himfelf very well in Germany. The Duke of Noail- 
les had fome fuccefs in Catalonia -fj but under Luxeni- 
buf^ in Flanders, and Catinat in Italy, there was ^ a 
continual fucceflion of viaorics. Tbefe two Generals 
were at that time efteemed thegreateft in Europe. 

The Marfhal Duke of Luxemburg, in lonie parts 
of his charader, rcfMibled the Great Conde, whofe pu- 
pil he was; a fiery genius, a prompt execution, a quick 
difcernment, a mind eager for knowledge ; but too ex- 
tcnfivc and irregular; continually engaged in female 
intrigues, always in love, and even fometimes beloved^ 
though deformed and ill-favoured -, having more of the 
qualifications of. a hero; than of a' wife man. 

J Catinat had an application and aftiviiy in his difpo- 
fition, that made him capable of every thing, though 
he never piqued himfelf upon any one particular quali- 
fication; He would have been as good a Minifter, or a 
Chancellor, as he was a General. In the earlier part of 

• Mitmoirs of Marfhal Luxemburg'. Voltaire > 

f His fuccefs in that country was but fmal). He had, indeed, re- 
duced Campredon in the monih of May ; but he w^s afterwards ohlig* 
ed to withdraw the garrifon, difmantle the place, and retreat to thq 
frontiers of France with great preci pita- ion. Tramjlator, 

X We may perQcive, by Madame de Maintenon*s Letters, that fhe 
was no friend to Marfhal Cacinat. She appears to have a very indif- 
ierent opinion of hi^n, and calls hi» modeily /r/V^. It would feero, 
that the little ksowledge which this Lady had of men and byfinefs, ' 
end the bad choices (he made, contributed not a little to the misfor- 
tunes \yhich afterwards befel France. Voltaire p 
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fcis life, lie praftifcd in the law ; but quitted that profef-^ 
fion at the age of twenty- three, becaufe he loft a caufc 
in which he had juftice on his fide. He then went into 
the, army, and was at firft an Enfign in the Frericli 
guards. ' In the year 1 66'/^ at the attack of the coun* 
cerfcarp of Lifle^ he performed an a£tion in the prefcnce 
of the JCing, which required both underftanding and 
cb^rage. The King took notice of him 5 and this was 
tfie beginning of his good fortune. He rofe by degrees, 
without making any intereft; a philofopher in the 
mid ft of war an,d grandeur, thofe two fatal rocks to 
moderation; exempt from ail prejudices, without the 
afiedtation of appearing to defpife them too much ; a 
ftranger to gallantry and the arts of Courts, but a 
lincere friend, and an honeft man. He lived an enemy 
both to felf-intereft and vain«glory, ,and was a philo* 
fbpher in every thing, in his death as well as in his 
life. 

Catinat commanded at that time in Italy, where he 
was oppofed by Viftor^-Amadeus, Duke of Savoy, who 
was a wife, jpolitic, »but ftill more Cinfortunate Prince ; 
a warrior of remarkable courage, who always led his 
own armies^ and expofed his perfon like a conimon 
man: no one better undcrftood that fhifting kind of 
war which is carried on in a mountainous and uneven 
country, fuch as his was : he was aftive, vigilant, a 
lover of order, but fometimes guilty of errors, both as 
a Prince and a General. He is faid to have committed 
one in the bad difpofition he made of his army before 
that of Catinat. The French General took 
advantage of his miftake, and gained a com- j^Vj^' 
plete viftory over him in fight of Saluces, near 
the Abbey of Srafarda, from which that battle took its 
name. When there are . a number of men killed on- 
one fide, and hardly any on the other, it is a certain 
prbof that the army which is beaten, was drawn up 
on a ground where it muft neceffarily be overpowered. 
The French had only three hundred men killed, and 
the allied army, commanded by the Duke of Savoy,, 
above four thoufand. . After this battle, all Savoy, ex- 

VoL. !• P cept 
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cept Montifieliarit fubmicted tothe King. Cadnat then 

i6oi, niarched into IHedmoiiC; forced the enemy's 
entrenchments near Sufa ; took that town, to* 
gether with Villafranoi, Momalban, Nice, deemeci ioi-. 
pregnable, VeiUano, Carmagnola, and returned after* 
wards to M ontmelian, of which he made himfelf mafter 
after an obftinace fiege. 

After all thefe fuccefles, the Miniflxy lefiencd th« 
army which he commanded, and the Duke of Savoy 
augmented his. Catinat, inferior in numbers £o his 
conquered enemy, remained a long time upon the de» 
fenfive ; but at length having received a reinforcemeoc» 
_. he defcended the Alps, towards Marfail. and 
»69u^ there gained a fecond pitched battle, wbkh was 
the tnore glorious^ as Prince Eugene of Savoy 
was then one of the enemjr's Generals *. 

At the other extremity of France^ towards the 
Netherlands, Marlhal Luxemburg gained 
i6^. ^^ ^^^ hztt]c of Fleurus; and, by the con&ffioa 
of all the Officers, this viftory was encirdy 
owing to the fuperiority of genius in the French Ge- 
neral over Prince Waldeck, who commanded the sdlied 
army. Eight thoufand men taken prtfoners, fix thou- 
fand killed, two hundred (lands of colours, the cannon^ 
the baggage, and the flight of the enemy, were fuffi^ 
cicnt proofs of the vidtory f. 

King William was juft returned back from his vi6tory 

* Tn chit battle th« Duke of Schomberg> ion to him who fell at 
the Boyncr was'mor tally woanded, fighting glorioofly at the head of 
a body of Vandois in the pay of Great-Britain. |n the preceding cam-^ 
paign, Catinat had been obliged to abandon Piedmont, when tho 
Duke of Savoy penetrated into Dauphine, and filled all the footh of 
France with confternation. Had he profecated his fuccefs, he mighfi 
Jiave reduced Lyons, and all the towna in that neigbboarhood ; bat 
he was feized with the fmall-pox, and foppofed to be foothed into 
forbearance by the intrigues of the French Miniftry. ^ranjlaur^ 

+ This vidory, got by a great fuperiority of numbers, was dearly 
purchafed. The Dutch infantry fought with forpriiii^g re.folation. 
I'h6 Duke o^ Luxemburg owned with furprize, that^ they had fur- 
l^afTcd the Spanilh foot at the battle of Rocroy. " Princfe Waldeck 

(faid he), ought always to remember the French fa'orfe ; arid lihalt 

never forget the Dutch infantry/^ Ibid. 
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^vCr his- father-in-law. This great genius^j fevtr fertile 
in refourcies, made m6re advantage of a^ defeat of his 
party^ than the French often did of their viftofiej. He 
had been obliged to hare recourfe to ihtrigdes dhd nego- 
tiations, to ^roctire liieh and money fufflcient to oppofe 
to a King who had only to fa:y^ " I WilL^ 
Neverthelcfs, aftdr the defeat at Fleurui,,hc f^J^/. '^* 
came to o|:^pofe Marflial Luxemburg with an 
army as^ ftrong as that of the French. 

They €fach confifted bt about eighty thoufahd m'eri; 
but Marfhal Luxettiborg had already inVefted* Apr 1601 
Mons, when l(ing William thought the ^ ' ^ • 
French had hardly left their winter quarters; Louis 
himfelf came to be prefent at the fiege, and entered the 
town thti ninth day after opening the trenches, in fight 
of the enemy's army ) after which he returned to Ver- 
failles, and left Luxemburg to difpute the^ field durr 
ing thd whole campaign, which ended with the battle of 
Leufe; a very fingular aftion, in which 
twenty-eight fquadrons of the Icing's fiouftiold P^* ^'9^ 
troops^ With the gendarmerie, defeated feventy- 
fivc iquadrotis of the Enemy's army. ^ 

The liing next repaired to the fiege of Namur, thd 
ftrongeft place in the Nethetlandsj both by m ficuatioii^ 
which is at the confluence of the Sanibre dnd the 
Maefe, ,ilnd by its citadel^ which is built on rocksi 
He took the town in eight days time, aild th^ > 
caftles in twent^-two; while th« Duke of Luxerhi {^^^* 
burg prevented King William from pafling the - * ' 
Mehaigne, at the head of 'eighty thoufand men, to raift 
the fiegCi After this conqueft LoiJis returned . agam 
to Verfailles, and Luxemburg ftill continued to mfako. 
head againft the forces of the enemy. At this time 
the battle of Steinkirk was foiight, celebrated for the* 
art and courage difplayed upon that occafioii^ A fpy^ 
which the French General had in the army of King 
William, was difcovcrcd, and compelkd, bcf6re he was' 
led to execution, to write a falfe intormation to Marfhal 
Luxemburg • who, immediately upon the receipt of 
this intelligeneei took fuch meaforts as riiuft probably 

'Pa occafion 
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fion his defeat. His army was attacked at dajr*^ 
break, while every one was aflecp in their tents, and a 
brigade put to flight, before the General was apprifed 
of >t. Without the cxtremeft a^ivity and bravery, all 
would have been loft. 

It is not enouch to be a great General to prevent a 
defeat % it likewife requires weU-difciplined troops, ca- 
pable of rallying ; General Oflkers lufSciemly ikilful 
to recover the troops from their diforder, and well dif- 
|)oied to do fo; for a (ingle Officer of rank, who is 
inclined to take advantage of the general confulion to 
caufe his General's defeat, might eafity do it without 
expoling himfelf to a deteAion. 

The Marflial was then ill ; a fatal circumftaiice, at a 
time when uncommon aAivity was required ^ 

iS)2.'' ^"^ ^^^ danger reftored him to his ftrength. 
* It required prodigies not to be overcome, and 
he performed them. He changed his ground^ gave a 
field of battle to his army which before had none, re- 
covered the right win^, which was all ia diforder, ral« 
lied his forces three times, and three times charged at 
t^ie head of the houlhold troops ; and all this in lefs 
than two hours. He had with him in his army Philip, 
Duke of Orleans, then Duke of Chaotres, afterwards 
Regent of the kingdon, a grandfon of France, who was 
then not above fifteen years ^old. He could be of no 
(ervice for a decifive ftroke ^ but it contributed not a 
little to animate the foldiers, when they faw a grandfon 
of France, a mere boy, charging at the head of the 
King's houlhold troops, and, though wounded in the 
fight, returning again to the charge. 

A grandfon and grand-nephew of the Great Conde 
both ferved in this army as Lieutenant-Generals. : One 
of thcfe Was Louis of Bourbon, called Monfieur the 
Duk€^ and the other Francis-Louis Prince of Conti,- 
both rivals in dourage, wit, ambition, and fame. Mon- 
fieur the Duke was of a more auftere difpofition, and 
had perhaps more folid qualities, and the Prince of 
Conti more brilliant ones. Being both called by the 
public voice to the command of armies, th^y earneftly 

longed 
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longed for that honour, which, however^ they never 
obtained; becaufe Louis, who knew their ambition as 
well as their merit, never forgot that the Prince of 
Coode had made war againft him. 

The Prince of Conti was the firft who recovered the 
army from its confufion, by rallying fome of the brf- 
gades, and making the reft advance. Monficur did juft 
the fame, without ftanding in need of emulation. The 
Duke of Vendomc, grandfon to Henry IV. was likewife 
a Lieutenant-Gencral in this army^ He tad ferved ev«r 
fince he was twelve years of age ; aad though he was 
then above forty, had never yet commanded ia 
chief. His brother, the Grand Prior, was by his fide* 

It was neccflary that all thefe Princes fhould put them* 
felves at the head of the King's houlhold troops, with 
the Duke dc Choifeul, in order to drive a body of Eng- 
ii(h from an advantageous poft, on which the fucccfs of 
the battle d<pcndc(iL The French houlhold and the 
Englifh guards were the beft troops in the world. T^Ke 
ilaughtpr w^s great ; but the French, animated 'by the 
croud of Princes and young nobility who. fought about 
the Generates perfon, at length carried the pofl:. Thp 
regiment of Champagne defeated King William^s guardV 
and when the Englifli gave way •, the rieft' wei*c obliged 
ico yield. 

Boufflers, who was afterwards Marftai of Prance, flew 
with a body of dragoons from his' ftatio'h, ^t foftfc 
diftance from the field of battle, aind completed the 
viftory^ jCing William, after having loft aoout feyexi 
thoufand men, rejtired in as good order as he had at?- 
tacked ; and alwajps beaten, and always formidable, he 
ftili kept the field. This vidtory, which was owiijg to 
the ^valour of the young Princes and the fjower of the 

* The FriiiMof Wirtember^, who commtnded the attack on the 
fide of tktalliei, witk a'bodj of Britidi} Daiitfli» and Dmch troops, 
finding himfelf in danger of being overpowered by numb^s, km an 
Aid*de'Camp twice to demand (nccottrt of Count Sblmes, who hended 
the center^ but that Oficer derided hi« diftrefs, faying, *' httiiske 
*^ what iport thefe Engliih bull-dogs wiU make." hi this battle^ the 
Earl of Angus, Genjeral Mackay, Sir John LaijAer, Six Robert 
PongUs, and m^oy other gallant firitifli OfEcert, bf^ th^ir ^ves, TranJ. 
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robility of the kingdom, produced an effeA at rCourt, 
jp .he City, and,, in the ProyiAces, ibat no former fuc- 
pc Jsful battle had ever done. . ' 

Monfieur the Duke, the prince of Conti, M. 'dc 

Vcndome, and thejr friends, on .theic return honje from 

this campaign^ found the roads lined with pcQpIe, ivhofe 

acclahiations and exprefljons of jpy were ca.rried even to 

z, degree of maahcfs. The women all ftrove to attra£k 

their regards,-; j'^ he ii)en, at that tim^ wore lace-cravars, 

which tOQ)c up fome time and pains to adjuft. The 

Princfs having drcfl^d themfelvcs in a hurry, threw 

thefc jcravAts negligently about their qecks. The ladies 

wore haridkercniefs fnade in.this faihion, which they 

tailed Sfeinkiris^' Ev^ry new toy was a $$einkirk.^ Any 

"young man* Svbo* happened tp .have been prefect at this 

battle^ Was. Jqpked ,uppn with delight. The pppulape 

^Yollowcd the ^xipcps^^very-whw;^ in crouds'/ and they 

/^erc the rapre^jbeToved, ^(;^Ji^& the reception they nijct 

wkh^at Court; w.as Wot ^q,g"al/t^^ merits. . 

: :,It ;was,.ifl.:jjbis • b^^le \.|'^at the young. Prince of 

:Ture^n<;;;jK^phe>y tft ^he her.Q . w j>o was. killed in Ger- 

IxHriy; jQJi't)is^lij^^^^ •. 'I^e. 'hail aljready givea hopes that 

'IfcVouliiha^^^uaHedhJ^s. u^ His, fe^.fe..and ac- 

'iqmpli^flj^^*Ji^ ren<3ei;e4 hioS d'^ar .to tl^Cityi to th^ 

Ceiift, and t6"the Arfny: * - * . ■ r * ... 

...,..Th^.Qe^eralj^j«L, giving.^ tQ thci^^u^ of 

this. ' memorarble. ti^ttlc, fQcrjied'to memion t|ije circunv 
Jt^nce.pr .w.?)V"8^ ill. when he w^ .attacked % ., . 
7;^ The^.ferpe.Qfri^r^la with- .tne^ fame J^rinc^s, ajid the 
*{ajne troops, whidSi^ thpughfurprilfdt V^re yifi^oripius at 
'$teinkirk,. ^hf '^Htiiing f ampaiga at;tempted."to lurprife 
^^i.ng \yilji^T)^r ![i)ij^'a*fQr(;^d.marjcft of fe.Yen leagues, and 
, came up .with. h^hx^^. I^f^ryixiciet,.. a village on the 
"Layette^ within a ftw leagues ol* ^rbffcls. AA/iiliam had 

r ^' * .JTh^was tri;|ly,.i«iW&,^. J^h^qfirMi^mi^%h(iJ^^tbU:ot l^e imbcci- 
^•)ity djuriag.the si,^iott\ii^vfd hi9 f^icft |QOf^^ ^ Sl^l^e.a merit of It^fter- 
^-wards. Sucb c^ajT^^^V'^ render i ha jr^m^chf.hiilory pleiifnirt. Tranjl. 
[.. - jr .This adlioA- tbe,£i)glifb diillAgiiiiih.by (^e f)«fne of the /Battle of 
. ^W5«-" JV»ng. ,W^']J?^ ni*'i^e;grs|jt fiffquspf poitAg^ apd perfeve- 
ir^nc^i' bu| the'«ng»?<d) 4i/pof^iQO pf bU (roop$ waa /6 errcnepps, chat 
.wh^ Laxembufg ^obferved i», he cried oyc« <' Now I belif^ve that 
. ft .V^al^fck is f^aily dfead/' /i/Vj ../ .; . . > - . 
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time to entrench himfelf during the night, and to put 
his army into order of battle. They attacked him at 
break of day, when they found him at the head of the 
regiment of Rouvigny, compofed entirely of Frencl> 
Gentlemen^ which the fatal revocation of the Edid ot 
Nantes ^^nd the Uragpnnades * bad forced to quit and 
hate their country. They rcv^aged upon her the in- 
trigucs of the Jefuit La Chaife, and the cruelties of Jl-ou» 
vois. William; followed by a body of men fo animat- 
ed, owrthrc,w the firft fquadrons that oppofedthcm- 
feives to him. . At length he was overthrown him- 
felf, falling under his horfc that was killed \ but he 
was foon extipicated. and continued the battle with the 
grcajtcft. obftinacy • ' 

Luxemburg entered the village of Ncrvinde twice^ 
fword in hand. The Duke de Villeroy was the firft who 
leaped into the enemy's entrenchmentjs. The village 
w^ twice taken and recovered. 

At Nervindc alfo, Philip Duke de Chartres fliewed 
himfelf .a grandfon worthy of Henry IV. He charged 
thrice at the head of a fquadron ; which being repelled^ 
he found himfelf in a lu)llow way, furrounded on all 
fides with men and horfes killed or wounded. A fqua* 
d^on of the enemy came up, and called out to him to 
furrender, They Icized him : he defended himfelf fingly 
againft them, wounded the Officer who held him pri- 
foner, and difengaged himfelf. His party flew to his 
relief, and refcued him from his danger. The Prince 
of Conde, who was called Mor^fieur iH Duke^ and the 
Prince of Conti, his emulator, who had fignalized them- 
felves fo greatly at Steinkirk, fought here like wife for 
their lives, as well as for their glory, and were obliged 
to kill their enemies with their own hands^; which rarely 
happens now a-days to General Officers, li;nee fire-arms 
decide every thing in battles, 

Marfhal Luxemburg diftinguifhed . end expofcd 
liimfclfmor^ than ever. His fgn, che Duke pf Montr 

- • A fort of miHrary fcrvicc, f6 caHed in France,' employed hj Lou* 
vots and La Chaiie to lerrify the HugaeD^tft fiom q^uitting Mother 
Church, Tr^n/^t^n 
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morcncy, ftcppcd before when he faw a piftol prcfentecl 
at him, and received the wound aimed at his father. At 
length the General and the Princes retook the village a 
third tirne^ and won the battle. 

Few aftioiis were ever more bloody. There wcrq 
about twenty thoufand men killed ; twelve thoufan^ 
on the fide of the Allies, and eight thoufand of the 
French. It was upon this occafion faid, that there wasi 
more reafon to fing De profundts * than TV Deum. 

If any th:ng can foften the horrors which attend on 
war, it is what Count Salm faid, when he was wounded 
and a prjfpncr in Tirlemont. Marihal Luxemburg 
paying great attention to his fituation, ** What* a nation 
** are ye !" faid the Prince : " There are no enemies 
*' more fohmidablc in a batfle, nor more generous friends 
" after a vicSory.*' 

All thefe battles gamed rtiuch glory, but few gr^at 
advantages. The Allies, though defeated at Fleurus, 
Steinkirk, and Nervinde, had never been compleatljr 
routed. King William always made mafterly retreats 5 
and ill a forrnight after the lofs of one battle, it was 
found neccffary to fight another with him, to be matter 
of the campaign. 

The Cathedral of Paris was filled with the colours of 
the Allies. The Prince of Conti called Marftial Lux- 
cmburg '* the U|rfiolftercr of Jf6fre Dame"' Nothing 
was fpoken of but viftorics. However, Louis XIV. had 
before cpnquered one-half of Holland and Flanders, and 
all Franc he-Comte,^ without fighting a fingle battle ; 
and yet now, after the utmoft efforts, and the moft 
bloody vidories^ they had fcarcely got footing in theUnit-^ 
cd Provinces y they could not even lay fiege to BrulTels. 
, Marflial de Ldrges had likewife on his 

^'^'logl' *' ^^^® S^'^fd a confidefable battle near Spire- 

bach, and had even taken the old Du4e of 
Wirtemberg'prifdner, and penetrated into his country 5 
"but, after having entered it as a doriquerdr, hcf was 
obliged to quit it again. Monfeigneur tck>k i^d plun- 

* A hymn iung in the fanera]*femce in (he .]^Qin|n "CatKoIic 
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dered rfic City of Heidelberg a fccond ttmci which the 
enemy had retaken-, but aftfcrwards was obKged toad; 
upon the defenfive againft the Irnpcrialifts. 
' Marflial Catinat, notwithftanding his viftory at Sta- 
farda, and'theconqueft of Savoy, could not prevent the 
Duke of Savoy from making an irruption- irit6 Dau - 
phine ; nor, after his viftory at Marfail, could he fave 
the important city of CafaL - - 
: In Spain, thie MarQial de J^oaillcs alfo gained a 
battle on the banks of the Ter ; he tookGi- _^ 
rone and fome fmall places ; but his army was • ^J' ^J» 
weak, and he was obliged^ after his viftory, 
to retire frotti before Barcelona* The French, every-^ 
where vtftoribus,- but weakfehcd by thrir fueceffes, had 
an h/dra fiy engage" in thc'^AIBes, that was continually 
rifing^ up ifrelh. France begah to find^ it<iifiictilt to 
raife recruits, and ftill more lb to procure !mqney. The 
rigour of the fealbn, by Whifel? the fruits ^f the jg 
earth were at that time deftrdyedi brouglit: ttn^^ 
famine, -They were perifliJnfg for want, white^ the king^ 
dom relbundcxl \fith f^e -Deums and rejoicings. The 
fpirit of confidence and -fU^e^ioHty, whteh had been 
the foi}l of the French' -trobps, beg^ih vifibly to 
diminifh. Louis XIV. nb^ longer appeared at their 
head. Louvois was deadi and (hey were much difcon- 
tented with Barbefieux, his fon: finally, the death 
of Marflial Luxemburg, under whom they j 
thought themfelves invincible, feemed to put '.^^gVJ^ 
an end to the sapid viftorlcs of tTie French. 

The art of bombarding maritime towns with Ihips, 
now turned upon its inventor$ : not that the infernal en- 
gine with which the Engliih attempted to burn St. Malo, 
knd which was' wrecked without producing its irttendcd 
effeft, was of French contrivance ^^acnihe^.7 of this 
kind had been a long time attetppted in Europe. It was 
f he art of throwing bombs with 4s niuch certainty from 
ft moving vefliel as from the fo]id grqu^d, that the 
French had invented; and it was by this art that the 
Englifli had from their fhips bombarded the towns of 
piepD?^ Kfavrf-de-gracc, St. MalcL Dunkirk, and Ca- 
^ *^' i ^' ^ ' "^ - V ' lais.^ 



luir t<5QA ^^^^^ Dieppe^ as being the mofbcafy of ac» 
«ftd J695T' ^*» ^^^ ^^ <^ly. pl*cc which fuffcrcd aoy 
" real damag^r . ^^^phis cown^ which is now .fo 
delightful oaaccountpf the regularity of its buildings^ 
and w^ich owes its beauty to its misfortune^ was almoin 
reduced to aihes. There were not above twenty houfes 
beatea down and burnt in Havre-de-Grace by the 
bombs ; but the fortifications' of the. plac^ were entirely 
deftroyed. ^ in this iepfe ii is. that the noedal (truck by 
the Dutch is true» notwithftanding fo many French 
Writers' h^aye inveighed againft its falfity. In the ex* 
ergue we fipd theicf yyrords, in X»U\Vi: She harbour of 
Jlavn burnt and deftryid^^ &q. ^ This • infi^ription does 
not fay that the tpwnii^as burnt, which would have beea 
falie^ponly \\^zx. diiehatbouii, was burnt, whj(;H iscr^ie. 

S^pn aftcB^ards the Freach lolV Namiir, j.whkh they 
l^ad take9p..^f^(ie, natipn J^ad layifhed en(:oinluins oa 
Louis Xiy.^j^r having conqui^red this.placfi} and rail-t 
lefies had' ^e^ thfown out^ifts f^I as ind^^nt ballads 
printfd,:?gi|inlft Kmg.:^^jUia«itt*fcMrin9t having fuccourcd 
it with an ai-fpy of eighty ttroui^d rmfi ^# i^ William at 
length ,t)e^a^ n^after af ivb^t^^^ ^^^ manner in which 
\t had b^efi 1^« . i^e att^Hed' it in the faco pf an army 
much ftrooger than lii^ .ovfa was^ at the tim; that Louis 
XIV. laid fiege to it* HiC now cn«t with new fortifications 
of Vauban's raifmg. Th^fFrf^nc^'^arrifw which defend^ 
cd this tpwn was an army.pf itielf ; for while they were; 
preparing to inveib it, Marfliial BouiHers found means tQ 
throw himfelf into it, with feven regiments of dragoons ^ 
fo that Namur was not only defended by fixteen thou- 
fand men, but was dai]^ in expciStation of being relieve^ 
by an army of an hundred: (bQu;&nd. 

Ma?fti^,BoulBcr$ was a man of great merit \ an afti vci 

and di^gpoj: General,, and a- gpod Citizen, who had nOt^ 

■• • 

* See Boileau's Ode upoathis fubje^» and the Hiftorical Fragment 
of Racine,/ ** Experience,**^ iaid the' latter, •• fia4 convinced tho 
Priilcet)( drangtrhdw vain \\it atteitiptis tooppofe any atchlevement 
that the Kaog- coAduOs in perlbn." ' Fohaare. 

AUtt thiis lead Prior's Ode dn the retaking of Natnur, which wil) 
}^ave the. better ei):e^> if cQinp^ircd .^th ^oUei^u'^ tra»£«$fr. 

thing 
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tliiitg fo mijch at heart as the welfare of the fervice, t< 
promote which he valued neither his pains nor his life 
The Marquis de Feuquicrcs, in his Memoirs, ace ufe; 
him of feveral faults in the defence of the plac^ and ci 
Jtadel J and even blames his;. conduft in the defence o 
.Lifle, by which he gained fomuch honour. Thofe whc 
hav^ writteQ::tho.hiftory of .Louis XIV. have' fervilel] 
copied the Marquis de Feuipiiercs in militiary matters 
tand the: Abbe de Choifi ia private anecdotes. The) 
could not know that Feuquieresv who was an excellent 
-Offiter, and perfedlly well v«rfed both in the theory anc 
practice of war, was of a difpoikion as morofe as difccrn 
mg, the Ariftarchus, and fonictimes the Zoilu3 of Ge 
npr^Js *. He alters )fafts,i to have the pleafurc ;of een 
furing faults ; he complains of every 6ne» aiitl ever) 
one of him. It was :faid hr was tlie braveft man in Eu- 
rope, becaufe he flept in the niidft of a hundred thoufanc 
enemies. His merit not havingbeen rewaidcdjwith th< 
-ilafF of Mar(bal of France, he employed his great parti 
too much againft the ferVants of the State, • whichi would 
have been extremely ufefulyhad he been as coneiliating 
and candidvas be was difcerning^ ac^ve, and braVe. 

He charged ^thte Marfhal^-de >Villefoi with a greater 
number of faults, and more ^efTemial bnes, than he had 
imputed to BoofSers. Viiieroi, ^ar tlie head 'of fourfcorc 
•thbu&nd men, was to have ^rdieved Nartiur j but even 
had the Marfhals Villcroi and Boufflers done CJvery thing, 
i generally fpeakingy that maght^ have bt<ai;rdai^e.( which 
is very feldom- 'the cafe), the fituatJonof: the .ground 
was fuch, that Namun ccwrki not be rirlieved, vand muft 
be taken fooncr or later. An aymy of obfervation poft- 
cd along the banks of the Mehatgne, which ^ had pre- 
vented Kirtg William from bringing up his fuccours, 
now neceflarijy prevented Maffti^al Villeroi from doing 
the fame. 

Though iVTarflial Boufflers, the Count de Guifcard, 
Governor of the town,' the Count de Laumont du Cha- 

» ■ ■ . . 

• The firft denied {6me verfes io' Hompr to be his, and the othei 
abufed th^fe (hat w^re. Tra^ijUur. 

teler, 
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telet, commandant of the infantry, and all the officer^ 
and foldiers in the place, defended it with remarkabfe 
obftinacj and bravery, it reurded the capitulation only 
two days. When a town is bedeged by a fqperior army, 
when the works are well carried on, and the feafon fa* 
vourable, they can judge nearly within what time it will 
be taken, be the defence ever. lb vigorous. King 

S. Waiiam at length made himfclf matter of the 
town and citadel, though not in fo Ihort a time 
as Louis XIV. had done. 

The King, while he was thus lofing Namur, bonN 
barded Bruflels; an uielefs revenge which hie took 
upon the Emperor for his towns that had been bom« 
barded by the Englilh. All this occafioned a war equal- 
ly ruinous and fatal to: both parties. 

One of the efFe£bs of human adivity and frenzy, for 
thefe two centuries paft, has been that of not confining 
the havock of war to our own continent of Eu rope. We 
drain ourfelves of men and money to deftroy one ano« 
ther in the farther parts of Afia and America. The 
Indians, whom we have coxiipelled by force or artifice 
to admit our fettlement^ amongft them^ and. the Ame- 
ricans, from whom we have wrefted* their Continent, 
after having dyed it with their blood i look upon us as 
the foes of human kind, who come from the fartheft part 
of the globe to butcher them, and afterwards to mafias 
ere one another. 

The French had rio other Colony in ..the Baft Indits 
than that of Poodicherry, which had been formed by- 
Colbert wifh great pains, and at an immenfe expence, 
and from whence no confiderabie advantage could b^ 
drawn for- fcveral years. The Dutch cafily made them- 
fclves mafters of it, and thus dcftroyed the trade of the 
French in the Eaft Indies, almoft in its infancy. 

i6q- ^^^^ plantations in St. Domingo were dcftroyed 
^' by the Engli(h ; ajid one of the Brclt privateers 
laid wafte thcifg at Gambia, on tj^ecoaft of Africa. The 
privateers of St. Malo carried fire and fword ilito the 
^aftern part of Newfoundland, of which they were in 
ppfTefiioni and opr fcjuadrons'ipfulteji their Ifland ef 
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Jamaica, took and burnt their Ihipping there, and ra- 
vaged the coaft. 

Pointis,; commander of a Iqu^ron of our (hips of war, 
and fome |)riyatecrs of America, failed as far as 
the line, and furprifcd the town of Carthagena, the 
magazine and marc for the SpahiQi treafures ^^ 
which come from Mexico. The damage he did ^^^^^ 
there was computed at twenty miHions of our 
livrcs, and the booty he got at about half that fum. 
There is always fome deduction to b^ made from fuch 
calculations, but none from the grievous calamities oc- 
cafioned by thefe glorious expeditions. 

The Dutch and Englifh merchant-fhips were every 
day a prey to the French privateers, and cfpecially to 
Du-Gue Trouin, a man fingular in his way, and who 
wanted only a good fleet to have acquired as. great a re- 
putation as Draguc or BarbaroiTa. 

John Earth was alfo famous among the Corfairs: From 
a common failor he arrived to be a Commodore, as well 
as Du-Gue Trouin. Their names are illuftrious ftill. 

The enemy made fewer prizes from the French, be- 
caufe they had lefs to betaken.' Our trade was greatly 
impaired by the death of Colbert and the war. 

A general mifery then was the refult of thefe expedi- 
tions by fea and land. Thofe who delight more in hu- 
manity than politics may obfcrve, that in this war Louis 
XIV. cook up arms againft his brother-in-law the King 
of Spain ; againft the Eleftor of Bavaria, to whofe 
fifter he had married his fon the Dauphin ; and againft 
the Eleftor Palatine, whofe country he burnt, though 
Monfieur, his brother, was married to the Princefc- 
Palacine. King James likewife was driven from his 
Throne, by his fon-in-law and his own daughter. 
Since that time we have feen the Duke of Savoy in league 
agiinft France, where he had one daughter a Dauphi- 
nefs, and againft Spain, where another was Queen; 
Moft of the wars between Chriftian Princes arc, in fome 
fort, civil wars. 

The moft criminal enterprize in all this war prpved 
the only truly fortunate one, William w^s pcrfcdly fuc- 

cefsful 



